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Abington Schools 
SCI-FI/FANTASY/HORROR 

 
Belzhar—Meg Wolitzer                                                           

Unable to cope with the loss of her boyfriend Reeve, Jam is sent 

to a boarding school. There, a journal assignment for English 

class transports her to the magical realm of Belzhar, where she 

and Reeve reunite. 

Clariel : the Lost Abhorsen—Garth Nix                                     

Clariel’s mother is next in line for the throne but Clariel, a natural 

hunter, wants no part of it. She dreams of escaping the city to 

the green world of the Great Forest. 

The Kiss of Deception—Mary Pearson                                           

On the morning of her wedding, Princess Lia flees to a distant 

village. There she meets two mysterious strangers, unaware that 

one is the jilted prince and the other an assassin sent to kill her. 

Otherbound—Corinne Duyvis                                                        

Nolan finds that every time he closes his eyes, he is drawn into 

the body of a mute servant girl from another world--a world that 

is growing increasingly more dangerous and shocking. 

Shadowshaper—Daniel Jose Older                                         

When the murals painted in her Brooklyn neighborhood start to 

change, Sierra realizes that something strange is going on. Then 

she discovers members of her family are shadowshapers and 

finds herself in a battle with an evil anthropologist. 

                                   SPORTS 

 
Breathless—Jessica Warman                                                       
At boarding school, Katie tries to focus on swimming and     
becoming popular instead of the painful memories of her      
institutionalized schizophrenic older brother. 
 
Call Me By My Name—John Bradley                                                   

In the late 1960s, when segregation and prejudice still thrive, two 

high school football players, one white and one black, become 

friends, but some changes are too difficult to accept. 

Game Changer —Margaret Peterson Haddix                                

While playing in a softball game, star pitcher KT Sutton blacks 

out and awakens to a  world where roles have flipped, making 

talented athletes outcasts and brainy nerds popular. 

Game Seven—Paul Volponi                                                         

A sixteen-year-old shortstop in Cuba who dreams of playing with 

the pros must choose between his country and his father who 

defected to the United States. 

It’s summertime- relax and read a good book! 

Abington’s public school librarians are pleased to recommend 

the following titles for your reading pleasure.  Also look for 

other books by these authors! 

Dr. James Melchor, Assistant Director of Curriculum  

Abington School District 

215-881-2516 

  

ADVENTURE 
Masterminds—Gordon Korman                                                     
A group of kids discovers they were cloned from the DNA of 
some of the greatest criminal masterminds in history for a    
sociological experiment.                                                                                                  
                                                                                          

Illusive—Emily Lloyd-Jones                                                     
After a vaccine accidentally creates superpowers in a small 
percentage of the population, Ciere, an illusionist, teams up with 
a group of fellow super-powered thieves to steal the vaccine's 
formula while staying one step ahead of  evil agents.                                   
                         
Egg & Spoon—Gregory Maguire                                                  
Impoverished country girl Elena  and the aristocratic Ekatrina 
meet and set in motion an escapade that includes mistaken 
identity, a prince traveling incognito, and the witch Baba Yaga. 
  

Threatened—Eliot Schrefer                                                      
Luc is an orphan living in Gabon until he meets a professor who 
claims to be studying chimpanzees, and they head off into the 
jungle--but when the professor disappears, Luc has to fend for 
himself and join forces with the chimps to save their forest. 

 
Lies I Told—Michelle Zink                                                     
Grace has been taught the art of the scam by her adoptive  
parents,  but their latest job has her questioning everything she 
has been taught and the family she has grown to love. 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
Try some of these great online lists too! 

Best Books for Young Adults 

http://www.ala.org/yalsa/booklists/bbya 

Reading Rants     http://readingrants.org 

TeenReads.com   http://www.teenreads.com/ 

Vandergrifts 100: List of Young Adult Authors 

and Titles http://comminfo.rutgers.edu/professional-

development/childlit/YoungAdult/100list.html 

 

SHORT STORIES AND POEMS 

The Great War : Stories Inspired by Items from the First 

World War—Jim Kaye, Illustrator                                                                                

A collection of stories inspired by objects connected with World 

War I and the sixteen million people who died in that war. 

 Room 214 : A Year in Poems—Helen Frost                                

A collection of poems written in the voices of Mrs. Williams of 

room 214, her students, and a custodian about their interactions 

with each other, their families, and the world around them.         

True Stories—Jon Scieszka, Editor                                                 

Features ten stories that are 100% amazing, 100% adventurous, 

100% unbelievable—and 100% true. Thrills, gore, and humor 

abound. 



BIOGRAPHY/AUTOBIOGRAPHY 

Taking Flight : From War Orphan to Star Ballerina —

Michaela DePrince                                                                                               

The autobiography of Michaela DePrince, who was  adopted by 

an American family from war-torn Sierra Leone and went on to 

become one of the premiere ballerinas in the United States. 

The Boy on the Wooden Box : How the Impossible Became 

Possible-- on Schindler's  List : a Memoir —Leon Leyson                   

Leon Leyson describes growing up in Poland, being forced into a 

ghetto  and later into concentration camps by the Nazis, and 

being saved by Oskar Schindler. 

The Girl from the Tar Paper School : Barbara Rose Johns 

and the Advent of the Civil Rights Movement—Teri Kanefield               

Describes the peaceful protest organized by teenager Barbara 

Rose Johns in order to secure a permanent building for her  

segregated high school in Virginia in 1951.  

Unbroken : an Olympian's Journey from Airman to         

Castaway to Captivity —Laura Hillenbrand                                                       

A riveting account  of Louis Zamperini, a thief turned track star, 

Olympian, airman, castaway, and prisoner of war. 

 
FAMILY MATTERS 

 
Blind —Rachel DeWoskin                                                   
After a horrific accident leaves her blind, Emma, one of seven 
children, eagerly starts high school, and finds that nearly 
everything has changed--sometimes for the better. 
 
Catch You Later, Traitor : a Novel —Avi                                     
It's 1951, and Pete is a regular kid who loves detective    
stories. But when an FBI agent shows up to accuse Pete's 
father of being a Communist, Pete is caught in a real-life 
mystery.  
 
 Echo—Pam Munoz Ryan                                                        
Lost in the Black Forest, Otto meets three mysterious sisters 
and finds himself entwined in a prophecy, a promise, and a 
harmonica--and decades later three children, Friedrich in 
Germany, Mike in Pennsylvania, and Ivy in California, find 
themselves caught up in the same thread of destiny. 
 
The Last Time We Say Goodbye - Cynthia Hand                         
After her younger brother, Tyler, commits suicide, Lex    
struggles to work through her grief in the face of a family that 
has fallen apart, the sudden distance between her friends 
and her, and memories of Tyler that still feel all too real. 
 

HISTORICAL FICTION 
 
Audacity—Melanie Crowder 
A novel in verse that details the life of Clara Lemlich and her 
struggle for women's labor rights in early 20th century New 
York. 
 
The Madman of Piney Woods—Christopher Paul Curtis 
In 1901, the people of two Canadian towns are still haunted 
by the American Civil War and the Irish potato famine, and 
the damage those events caused to the survivors. 
 
Stella by Starlight—Sharon Draper 
When a burning cross set by the Ku Klux Klan causes panic 
and fear in 1932 Bumblebee, North Carolina, Stella must find 
the strength to face prejudice and demand change in her 
segregated town. 
 
Vango : Between Sky and Earth—Timothee de Fombelle    
In 1934, Vango, a young Frenchman is falsely accused of 
murder and travels across Europe in search of clues to his 
hidden past which will clear his name. 
 
The Paper Cowboy—Kristin Levine  
In a small town in 1953, Tommy aspires to be a cowboy but is 
actually a bully. When his nasty prank costs a store owner his 
business, he must find a way to fix it. 
 

  HUMOR 
 
Evil Librarian—Michelle Knudsen  
Cynthia has discovered that the new, good-looking librarian is 
a demon and it is up to her to save her best friend Anne, who 
has a crush on him, and the rest of the school from the evil 
Mr. Gabriel. 
 
 How to Outrun a Crocodile When Your Shoes Are      
Untied—Jess Keating 
When Ana's zoologist parents move the whole family into the 
zoo, the Sneerers--the clan of carnivorous female predators 
in her class--have even more ammunition to make her life 
miserable. 
 
Skink : No Surrender—Carl Hiaasen 
With the help of an eccentric ex-governor, a teenaged boy 
searches for his missing cousin in the Florida wilds. 
 
The Vigilante Poets of Selwyn Academy—Kate Hattemer 
When a sleazy reality television show takes over Ethan's arts 
academy, he and his friends concoct an artsy plan to take it 
down. 
 

LIVING TODAY 
 

Hold Tight, Don't Let Go: a Novel of Haiti — 

Laura Rose Wagner    

In the aftermath of the 2010 earthquake in Haiti, Nadine goes to 

live with her father in Miami while her cousin Magdalie remains 

behind in a refugee camp, dreaming of joining Nadine. 

 

Listen, Slowly —Thanhha Lai                                                      

Mai is dreading the trip to Vietnam her family is taking so she can 

learn more about her roots. But as time goes on, she grows  

closer to her family and she begins to understand her culture. 

This Side of Home —Renee Watson                                      

Twins Nikki and Maya react differently to the gentrification of their 

neighborhood and the white family that moves in after their best 

friend and her mother are evicted. 

The Unlikely Hero of Room 13B—Teresa Toten                           

Adam is trying to understand his OCD while attempting to deal 

with divorced parents and the perils of love. 

 

MYSTERY/THRILLER 
 
The Half Life of Molly Pierce—Katrina Leno 
After witnessing a tragic accident during which a dying stranger 
seems to know her, Molly begins to remember parts of her life 
that took place during her frequent blackouts. 
 
Jasper Jones : a Novel —Craig Silvey 
Jasper and Charlie form an unlikely friendship when one asks the 
other to help him cover up a murder until they can prove who is 
responsible. 
 
 When - Victoria Laurie 
Maddie, who sees the death date of everyone she meets or sees 
in a photograph, reluctantly predicts the death of a young boy 
and becomes the center of an FBI investigation. 
 

NON-FICTION 
 

The Family Romanov : Murder, Rebellion, & the Fall of            
Imperial Russia—Candace Fleming                                                           
Meet Rasputin the mad mystic, visit gilded ballrooms, and learn 
about little Alexei, the hemophiliac heir who, with his parents and 
four sisters, would be murdered by the Bolsheviks in 1918. 

The Boys who Challenged Hitler : Knud Pedersen and the 
Churchill Club—Phillip Hoose                                                    
Learn the story of a group of boy resistance fighters in Denmark 
after the Nazi invasion during World War II. 


