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Calendar of Events 
9/9 First Day of School 
9/10 Welcome Back Assembly for 
Students 
9/11 Wear Red, White, & Blue 
9/14-15 School Closed 
9/16 Open House K-3 
9/21 Open House 4-6  
9/23 School Closed 
9/29 School Board Meeting 7:30 PM 
10/6 Picture Day 
10/8 PTA Meeting 7:00PM 
10/9 Wear Red, White, & Blue 
10/9 & 10/23Goodies with Guests for 
Kindergarten  7:30AM 
10/13 School Board Meeting 7:30PM 
10/23 Spirit Day 
10/27 School Board Meeting 7:30PM 
10/30 Halloween Parade 9:30AM 
11/2-6 Non-Violent Conflict Resolu-
tion Week 
11/3 Students off—Teacher Inservice 
Day 
11/5 PTA Meeting  7:00PM 
11/6 Wear “Purple for Peace” Day 
11/10 School Board Meeting 7:30PM 
11/11 Picture Retake Day 
11/13 Red, White & Blue Day 
11/16-11/20 American Education 
Week and PTA Book Fair 
11/20  Hoagie Night 4:00-7:00PM 
11/24 School Board Meeting 7:30PM 
11/26-27 School Closed– Thanksgiv-
ing 
12/3 CB PTA Meeting  7:00PM 
12/15,16,17 12:20 Early Dismissal &   
Parent Conferences 
12/16 4:30 Literature Night at Barnes 
& Noble 
12/14 1:30 Winter Concert  
12/24-1/3 School Closed-Winter 
Break 
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Reminders for the First Days of School 

Your child will receive a “First Day Folder” which contains essential information for 
each child’s family to ensure a safe and smooth start for the new school year.  Par-
ents/guardians are encouraged to read each document carefully.  Several of the 
forms in this folder need to be completed and signed.  We request that REQUIRED 
forms be returned to your child’s teacher ASAP, but no later than September 18

th
. 

Parents and guardians are also encouraged to refer to our parent handbook for 
pertinent information regarding Copper Beech.  The handbook can be found on 
our school’s web page at http://www.abington.k12.pa.us/copper/ 

Please remember that breakfast is available in the cafeteria from 8:30-8:50, and 
the cost is $1.30. The cost of a school lunch is $2.65 and includes milk.  Ala carte 
items, such as snacks, cost from 25¢ to $1.00.  Milk is 55¢. Chartwell’s is the dis-
trict’s food service provider and has an online prepayment service called “My 
School Bucks.”  Information for the school lunch program is located on the dis-
trict’s website.  If you prefer to pay by check, make checks payable to Abington 
School District.   

LUNCH/RECESS is by grade level.  Each grade eats together in “Café Fork & 
Spoon” A or B.  Grades K-6 recess is held on the playgrounds at the back of the 
school.   

11:00 – 12:00 Grades 1 & 2  12:00 – 1:00 Grades 5 & 6 

11:30 – 12:30 Grades 3 & 4  12:30 – 1:30 Kindergarten 

WELCOME BACK TO SCHOOL 

We are so happy to be beginning the 2015-2016 school year with 

our Copper Beech families!  Together, we will make this a great 

year for ALL our students. 

http://www.abington.k12.pa.us/copper/


Page 2 
COPPER BEECH ELEMENTARY 

MEGHAN GARRETT is our new School Psychologist.  She just finished her Doctorate in School Psychology at 
the Philadelphia College of Osteopathic Medicine (PCOM).  She previously worked in the Palmerton Area 
School District for 4 years. Dr. Garrett is coming up on her two-year wedding anniversary with her husband. 
She currently resides in Allentown, but is looking forward to moving closer to Abington in the coming 
months.  

MAUREEN FOLEY is the newest reading specialist at Copper Beech. She earned a Bachelors of Science Degree 
in Early Childhood Education from West Chest University and a Masters Degree in Reading from Gwynedd-
Mercy University. Mrs. Foley has been with the Abington School District for six years. She is eager to meet our 
students and looks forward to working closely with our faculty and staff. Mrs. Foley enjoys reading, traveling, 
and spending time with her husband and three children.  

KATHLEEN CUSICK is our new Librarian.  She was a consultant in the Power industry in the engineering field 
for 18 years and attended Delaware Valley University earning a Bachelors of Science in Business Administra-
tion. After taking a few years off to raise her family, she attended Arcadia University where she earned a Mas-
ters of Science in Education with a Library Science concentration.  She comes to us from the Council Rock 
School District, where she was a Library Assistant for nine years.  Ms. Cusick enjoys reading, children's litera-
ture, and research and is excited to share her passion with the students. Some of her hobbies include reading 
(of course!), kayaking, hiking, antiquing and sewing. 

CIARRA LEWIS is our new First Grade Teacher.   She earned her Bachelors of Science in Elementary Education 
and Early Childhood as well as her Masters of Education in Special Education from Duquense University.  Her 
hobbies include baking, cake decorating, and going to Broadway shows.   She is excited to meet her new stu-
dents and their families. 

MARIA VACCARRO is a our new  6th grade learning support teacher.  She attended Duquense University 
earning a Bachelors of Science in Elementary Education and Early Childhood.  She then attended Boston Col-
lege earning her Masters of Education in Special Education as a Donovan Urban Scholar.  She previously 
taught learning support for five years. Mrs. Vaccarro is dedicated to the success of each child and is excited to 
become part of the Copper Beech community. Her hobbies include running, music, traveling and spending 
time with her family. 

TIM MYERS is joining the music staff at Copper Beach as a general music teacher.  He holds a Bachelor of Mu-
sic Education from Susquehanna University and a Master's Degree in Music Theory/Composition from West 
Chester University.  He is starting his 11th year in the Abington School District, having been at the high school 
full time for the previous ten years.  Mr. Myers is very much looking forward to sharing his love and passion for 
music with the students at Copper Beech. 

AMANDA KNIGHT has joined us as an Administrative Assistant.  She has been working for the Abington 
School District for seven years and we are happy to have her in the front office with her vast knowledge of 
how an office is run.  Ms. Knight has three beautiful sons and is an extremely talented cake maker. We look 
forward to her many creations in and out of the kitchen this year.  

INTRODUCING OUR NEW STAFF MEMBERS 

SAFETY DURING ARRIVAL AND DISMISSAL 

Please be mindful of our arrival and dismissal procedures found on the handout in the first day folder or 

online in our Parent Handbook.  The speed limit in our parking lots is 5mph and we only have car riders 

dropped off and picked up in our main parking lot, Parking Lot A.   

We ask parents to not walk dogs/pets onto school grounds due to allergies and fears.  This is a safety precau-

tion that we hope all families will respect. 



2015 SUMMER READING INCENTIVE 

The Copper Beech staff is proud of all the students who participated 

in the 2015 Summer Reading Incentive. Before the end of the last 

school year, students were asked to set a goal to read during the 

summer.  We are looking forward to seeing their Summer Reading 

Incentive calendars.  Students used these calendars to track how 

much they read during the summer and to maintain focus on their 

goals.   

Our Reading Specialists, Nancy Goldstein, Lynne Rink, Maureen Fo-

ley, and Robin Watts will be collecting students’ calendars during the 

beginning of September to recognize all the children’s hard work.  

Students will be able to spend their “pennies” and redeem their priz-

es at the “Reading Corner.”  

Research says that students’ independent 

reading correlates to students’ achievement 

in reading at school.  The practice of  reading 

improves students’ proficiency.  We encour-

age you to continue reading every night at 

home.  This school year CB is GOING BANANAS FOR BOOKS to further 

promote independent reading at home.  Watch for more information on 

how your child can participate in the upcoming weeks. 

We appreciate your support to promote reading at home! 
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TWO IMPORTANT NUMBERS 

    CHILD CHECK: 215-881-2011      NURSE: 215-881-2747 

PICTURE DAYS AT COPPER BEECH 

Copper Beech offers two Picture Day sessions during the school year.  Students participate 

in both for different reasons (i.e. Fall for an individual picture for emergency cards and 

Spring for the class picture).   

Every student takes a Fall picture (in early October), which we use to attach to the emer-

gency cards and for our student database.  If you would like to order the pictures for your 

family, you must place an order before the picture is taken.  

During the Spring (in March), we take the class picture.  Pictures are not pre-ordered.   Every child will receive 

an individual picture package and the class picture, and you may decide whether you would like to purchase 

the picture after the picture is taken.  Payment for the pictures you choose to keep are returned to school as 

well as any unwanted pictures.   
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  ASD ToGo and  ASD E-Fliers 
 
ASD ToGo provides information from our website in a 
smart phone friendly app – available from the Apple 
App Store and from the Google Play Store. Parents can 
get information and news on their smart phones eve-
ry day and on their way including news, an events  
calendar, lunch menus, school information, School 
Board Policies and Superintendent’s Administrative 
Procedures, access to the Skyward portal, maps, and 
athletic schedules.  
Be sure to sign up to like Abington School District on  
Facebook and follow us on Twitter. 
 
Parents/Guardians are able to access school and com-
munity fliers by going to the district or Copper Beech 

websites and clicking on ASD Community E-Fliers. 

 

ODYSSEY OF THE MIND COACHES NEEDED 

GRADES 4, 5, 6 

Coaches are needed for our grades 4, 5, and 6 Odys-

sey of the Mind teams.  Odyssey of the Mind is a 

worldwide creative problem-solving competition.  Un-

der the direction of a coach, teams work after school 

and at home to practice “spontaneous” problem-

solving and to create a unique solution of one of 

OM’s long-term problems. 

Please contact Mrs. Viola, via email at StephanieVio-

la@Abington.k12.pa.us, if you are interested in help-

ing with this worthwhile, challenging endeavor. 

CHIP—INSURANCE INFO 

CHIP, Children’s Health Insurance Program, covers un-

insured kids and teens up to age 19 in Pennsylvania.  

You can apply by going to CHIPcoversPAkids.com or 

calling 1-800-986-KIDS. 

Recess at CB 

SKYWARD 

Please remember you are able to make changes in your child’s Skyward account by using your Log-

in and Password.  Please keep your phone numbers and email addresses up-to-date. If you need to 

change your address, please contact the school office. 

Thanks to the work of our SWPBIS (Schoolwide Positive Behavior Instruction and Support) Committee students 

have lots of options during recess. Due to the generosity of the PTA, we are able to purchase recess equipment to 

keep our students active and engaged.   

Students can choose to play at one of the various 

stations:   

1. Courtyard– Students can read, play board 

games, or draw with chalk. 

2. Upper Blacktop– Students can play with jump 

ropes, hula hoops, hopscotch, or Wall Ball. 

3. Blacktop– Students can play basketball or Four 

Square. 

4. Field– The field is subdivided into sections for 

2 kickball games, 2 soccer games,  and free 

play (including catch). 
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Our school-wide positive behavior support and instructional pro-

gram, “Copper Beech CARES,” is an important part of our school cli-

mate and culture.  CB CARES helps students to think before they re-

act to situations and to make good choices.  It makes a difference in 

our students daily interactions with each other and staff members.  

It helps them behave in a cooperative way, display a positive atti-

tude, demonstrate respect for others and themselves, have empa-

thy, and practice safety.  

You will find our school rules, including our anti-bullying rules, in the 

two posters displayed on this page. Take a moment to review this 

information with your child/ren, and then sign the Peacemaker 

Pledge below as a symbol of willingness to uphold these expecta-

tions throughout the year.  We encourage families to keep their 

pledge in a place where it can serve as a visual reminder throughout 

the year. 

C.B. C.A.R.E.S. and You Should, Too! 

Copper Beech Peacemaker Pledge 

I am a person who C.A.R.E.S. 

I try to ooperate with others when solving problems. 

I keep a positive ttitude when I talk out a problem. 

I espect everyone even if they look different from me. 

I show mpathy when I say sorry if I think I have done something wrong. 

I stay afe by using my hands to help people and not to hurt anyone. 

 

I have read the Copper Beech school rules.  I am supportive of the character education program, 
Copper Beech CARES, and reviewed the necessary information to make good decisions throughout 
the year. 

 

______________________________  _____________________________ 

Student Signature     Parent Signature 


