
Thank you to all our parents and guardians for making this December’s Parent
-Teacher Conferences so successful.  We appreciate the strong involvement 
of our families in their children’s education.  We truly look forward to being 
able to discuss each child’s progress throughout the year; we want to share 
our excitement over our students’ growth both academically and socially.  We 
share in parents’  pride over the hard work and effort of their children! 

At Copper Beech, we believe that all children can achieve excellence 
through the collaborative efforts of school and family.  

Reminder: Spring Conferences are Monday, March 21, Tuesday, March 22, & 
Wednesday, March 23. 
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 1/12 
School Board Meeting 

 1/14 PTA meeting, 7 pm 

 1/18 No School, MLK Day 

 1/22 PTA Movie Night, 6:30 
pm 

 1/26 School Board Meeting 

 1/27 Café Fork & Spoon 
Celebration 

 1/28 Gr 6 Talent Show, 7 
pm 

 1/29 Spirit Day 

 2/3 & 2/4 Kindergarten Reg-
istrations for 16-17 School 
Year 

 2/4 PTA meeting, 7 pm 

 2/5 Red, White & Blue Day 

 2/9 School Board Meeting 

 2/12 No School for Students 
(Teacher In-service)  

 2/15 No School for Students 
(Presidents’ Day)  

 2/19 Spirit Day 

 2/19 PTA Girls Night, 7 pm 

 2/23 School Board Meeting 

 2/24 Café Fork & Spoon 
Celebration 

 3/2 Read Across America 

 3/2 & 3/3 Spring Picture 
Days 

 3/4 Red, White & Blue Day 

 3/8 School Board Meeting 

 3/10 PTA Meeting, 7 pm 

 3/18 Spirit Day 

 3/18 PTA Boys Night, 7pm 

 3/22 School Board Meeting 

 3/21, 3/22,  & 3/23 Early 
Dismissal Days for Parent/
Teacher Conferences, 12:20 
PM 

 3/24, 3/25,  & 3/28 SCHOOL 
CLOSED 
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On December 14, 2015, we celebrated the season with a beautiful winter 
concert.  Students and parents were treated by our grade 4-6 performing 
arts groups.  Our instrumental and choral programs shared select pieces that 
they have learned since school has begun.  As always, we appreciate our 
wonderful music department for all their hard 
work with the students, and we are extremely 
proud of our students’ budding talents. The 
concert was filmed for the school district’s tel-
evision channel for your viewing pleasure in 
January.  
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WINTER WEATHER  It’s time for winter 

coats, hats and gloves. Please be sure to 

dress your child/ren appropri-

ately for the cold weather.  We 

reinforce warm dress during 

outdoor times!   
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MLK DAY—JANUARY 18, 2016 

“I have a dream that my four children will one day live in a nation where they will not be judged by 
the color of their skin, but by the content of their character.”  -Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.  

Copper Beech will once again celebrate the life of Martin Luther King, Jr. on Friday, January 15, 
2016.  Peace Awards will be distributed to students who have been recognized for exemplary “CB 
CARES” behavior, peaceful actions towards others, and service to the community. 

Copper Beech will also be involved in collecting items for Kids Cupboard.  It is a group of retired and 
active teachers that collect and distribute donated school supplies to students right here in the Copper Beech and 
Abington communities.  We ask Copper Beech families and staff to help collect the various items listed below to distrib-
ute to children through Kids Cupboard. This act of giving exhibits the “C” (Cooperation) in our CB C.A.R.E.S . and sup-
ports the message for which Martin Luther King Day of Service stands.  Collections will be gathered and donated on 
Friday, January 15, 2016.   We thank you for your important contributions! 

CAFÉ FORK AND SPOON WINNERS 
Classes  are rewarded for showing CB CARES  in 
our Cafeteria. 
October  November  December 

1-Moran 1-Wolf  1-Seltzer 
2-Dooley 2-Falcone 2-Falcone 
3-Smith  3-Perlman  3-Coyne 
4-Matthews 4-West  4-McFadden 
5-Hagarty 5-Costa  5-Portman 
6-Gerson 6-Jackson 6-Eckenrode 

HONORS :  OCTOBER-DECEMBER  

COPPER BEECH ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 

Kindergarten Grade 1 Grade 2 Grade 3 Grade 4 Grade 5 Grade 6 

* Pencils * Crayons * Markers * Folders * Highlighters * Dry Erase Markers * Notebooks 

PRINCIPALS’ 200 CLUB   
Students have the opportunity to be recog-
nized individually for demonstrating CARES 
behavior.  They receive a Cougar Coupon, 
which is shared at home. After randomly 
choosing a number, their Cougar Coupon is 
placed on the corresponding number on the 
200 Board.  The first ten students in any col-
umn, row, or diagonal are winners and receive 
a special “Principal’s Mystery Motivator.”  So 
far, 130 students have received the Principal’s 
Mystery Motivator and countless others have 
received Cougar Coupons for demonstrating 
positive behavior. 

Happy Birthday Copper Beech! 

Thursday, January 28th marks Copper Beech’s 14th Birthday. 

Many of our fifth grade classes participated in the 2015 Citizenship 
Challenge, sponsored by the Rendell Center for Civics and Civic En-
gagement. They wrote essays expressing their point of view regard-
ing a current issue related to government as well as rights and re-
sponsibilities of citizens.  An essay written by a team of students in 
Mrs. Hagarty's class was chosen to compete in the Finals at the Na-
tional Constitution Center.  After giving a three-minute team 
presentation and answering questions about the issue, a panel of 
judges chose the Copper Beech team to win a fourth place 
award.  A $500 check was awarded to the school and will be pre-
sented to the school by the Rendells at a later date.  Their essay is 
scheduled to be published in the Philadelphia Daily News.  Congrat-
ulations to Mrs. Hagarty and her fifth grade class for all their hard 
work!  We are proud of them, as well as all of our fifth graders who 
participated for their efforts in this prestigious competition.  

The Lenfest Citizenship Challenge 

Food Pantry Donations 

During the month of December, the Copper Beech community  

held a food drive to benefit the Inter-Faith Food Cupboard in 

Abington, an organization that provides food to families in need 

within Montgomery County.  We were able to collect over 40 box-

es of food items!  Thank you to all our staff, students, and families 

who donated for this worthy cause! 
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ONE HUNDREDTH DAY OF SCHOOL: Without snow days, this day will occur on February 17 th!  

BARNES & NOBLE LITERATURE NIGHT 

Our Annual Barnes & Noble Literature Night is always fun, and this year was no exception!  Our theme 

was “Bananas for Books.”  

The fun will continue in the winter months; please remember to encourage your children to read, par-

ticipate in our winter reading incentive, and earn tags!  A letter was sent home to explain how to par-

ticipate and is posted on our website.    

Periodically, we update the number of minutes our students have read on the bulletin board in 

front of the library.  We’re hoping to reach our schoolwide goal of two million minutes read, 

so we can help adopt a gorilla and help save its habitat through the World Wildlife Fund. 

Registration for next year’s kindergarten class will be held on Wednesday, February 3 and Thursday, 

February  4, 2016.  Information packets will be sent out shortly to families with a child who will be 5 on 

or before September 1, 2016.  If you or a family you know does not receive the packet, please contact 

our Main Office for the necessary information. 

Students in grades 3-6 will be taking the Mathematics and ELA PSSA.  In addition, Grade 4 will be taking the Science 
PSSA.  We work diligently with our students to be sure they are prepared to be successful. 

Dates to remember are included below: 

Grade 3–6  English/Language Art (ELA): Monday through Friday, April 11-April 15 

Grades 3-6 Math: Monday through Friday, April 18-April 22 

Grade 4 Science: Monday through Friday, April 25-April 29  

Please be mindful not to schedule appointments on these days.  Late students will have to take make-ups, and once 
testing begins students cannot be taken out of class.   We will send home more information about the PSSA as we get 
closer to these dates. 

SAVE THE DATES: PSSA TESTING SCHEDULE FOR GRADES 3—6                                    

We have begun dismissing  students who are car riders/parent pick-up through the following exit doors: 

 Grades K-1 (and their siblings) -top side A exit near kindergarten playground 

 Grades 2-6 -middle side A exit near the bike rack 

 Students who are walkers/parent pick-up to points north of the school exit through the middle side B exit near the 
staff parking  

We appreciate everyone’s cooperation and patience as we adjust to this transition.  We recognize that our effort to 
improve our safety precautions has disrupted the efficiency of Parking Lot A during dismissal, but we are optimistic that 
the traffic flow will steadily return back to routine with some more time. 

KINDERGARTEN 2015-2016 REGISTRATION 

DISMISSAL: Car Riders/Parent Pick-up 



We encourage our students to show good citizenship through engagement in service learning.  In Abington School Dis-
trict students perform various types of service including formal, school-based service learning projects, volunteer work 
at hospitals, work with younger children, and work with the elderly in nursing homes.  Other projects include service 
with community organizations such as the SPCA or Kiwa-
nis Club.  Informal projects, especially for younger chil-
dren, may include individual efforts to assist family mem-
bers with their service projects and helping neighbors.  
Each school has many opportunities throughout the year 
for your student to get involved and exercise their re-
sponsibilities as good citizens.  Remember that hours 
spent planning, preparing for, and celebrating a service 
project should be included on the service log sheet de-
signed for ASD students to record their efforts. 
  
Please note students are recognized for their hard work at 
the end of the year.  The 2015-2016 Award Structure is 
based on the age of a student on May 1, 2016. 
Service Awards    (Ages 5-10) 
15-29 hours of service—Abington Service Award 
30-49 hours of service-President’s Bronze Level 
50-74 hours of service—President’s Silver Level 
75+ hours of service—President’s Gold Level 
Service Awards    (Ages 11-15) 
30-49 hours of service—Abington Service Award             
50-74 hours of service-President’s Bronze Level          
75-99 hours of service—President’s Silver Level             
100+ hours of service—President’s Gold Level 
 
These awards are inclusive of the time period between 
June 1, 2015, and May 31, 2016.  You may estimate hours  
earned from May 1st until May 31st and record those 
hours on your service log sheet.  Recognition ceremonies will be held in our building 
in June for students who meet the challenge and submit their service logs to their 
Building Representative BEFORE MAY 1, 2016. 
 

Students who are completing service learning hours for this year are able to obtain 
log sheets by following one of the options below: 

 Go to Service Learning link on the Abington Senior High School website.  

 Go to the Copper Beech School website, click on “Our School,” click on 
“Information, ” and then, click on “General Information.”  Select “Service 
Learning Log" and “Service Learning Brochure” for more information.   

Click on www.abington.k12.pa.us/copper/our-school/information 

IMPORTANT TELEPHONE 

NUMBERS 

MAIN OFFICE: 215-881-2000 

CHILD CHECK: 215-881-2011* 

HEALTH SUITE:  215-517-2747 

FAX #: 215-884-9816 

*This number is available 24/7 

to notify the school of your 

child’s absence or lateness. 

Page 4 COPPER BEECH ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 

SERVICE LEARNING IN ABINGTON SCHOOL DISTRICT 

http://www.abington.k12.pa.us/copper/our-school/information

