
     Welcome to Abington 

Junior High School! 

Where Excellence is our 
Standard and  

Achievement is the Result!  



Agenda 
         

¾ Welcome and Introductions - Dr. Mark Pellico, 
Interim Principal 

 
¾ PTO  Co - Presidents -  Mrs. Jodi Reiff and 

    Mrs. Trish Hoover 
¾ Program and Curriculum Overview ï Dr. Pellico 

and Mr. Brison     

              
¾ Making a Smooth Transition with P.R.I.D.E 
  
¾  Great Advice from Ms. Shrager 
    
¾ Department Time ï Commons C  



ROSLYN 



Neighborhoods (4) 

Á Red    

Á Green 

Á Blue 

Á Yellow 

  Integrated Units/ Special Events 

  Common Planning/ Teamwork 

  Student Support/ Workshops 

 

 





 Seventh Grade Program 

¾ English (5) 

¾ Mathematics (5) 

¾ Science 7 (5) 

¾ Social Studies (5) 

¾ Reading (2,5) 

Lunch and Workshop 

 Art 
 Computer Literacy 
 Health & Physical Ed. 
 

¾ Electives: (2,3) 
 Band 
 Chorus 
 Orchestra 
 Personal Development 
 World Language (5) 
 Multi-Media Technology 
 Fitness for Life 
 Ceramics 
  
  

 



Honors/Advanced Placement 

Enrollment (7-12) 

 Decisions regarding Honors enrollment should 

reflect academic proficiency and teacher 

recommendations. 

    Recommendations should be based on: 

1. Most recent standardized test scores. 

2. Classroom performance. 

3. Completion of course pre-requisites.  

4. Consultation with department chairperson and 

guidance counselor.  



7th Grade English 

College Prep: 

¾ 8 major writing assignments 

¾ Introductory strategies/skills in writing 

¾ 2 novels; grade level appropriate materials 

¾ Read and analyze short stories, plays, nonfiction 
and poetry 

Honors: 

¾ Minimum of 12 writing assignments 

¾ Introductory & advanced strategies/skills in writing 

¾ 4 novels; very challenging materials 

¾ Read and analyze short stories, plays, nonfiction 
and poetry 

 

 



7th Grade Mathematics 

¾ College Prep -Pre-Algebra Part I ï 
problem-solving, discovery method 
approach; separate texts per topic.  
Connected Mathematics Project 

¾ Honors Pre-Algebra ï preparing students 
for Algebra I (grade 8); traditional text 

¾ Mathematics PLUS 7 ï Meets two days 
per week.  Additional math course that 
supports the regular education program. All 
concepts aligned with PA Standards. 
Computer based program -Compass 
Learning 

 



7th Grade Physical Education     

 and Health 

¾ One class ï 

combined grade 

¾ 4 rotations (86 

classes of PE, 22 

classes of Health) 

¾ Elective Program ï 

Students choose 

activities of interest 

 

¾ Activities include: 

group games, self 

testing, problem 

solving,  and lifetime 

fitness. 

¾ Additional Fitness 

for Life course 

offered to all grade 

levels 



7th Grade Reading 

¾ Course is aligned with English and Social 
Studies ï shared assignments, articulation and 
research project  

¾ Focus Areas for all:  
 Literature Appreciation and Study Skills 
 
¾ Reading 7 ï 5 days/wk.; College Prep levels; 

differentiated instructional units  
    

¾ RAC 7 ï 2 days/wk.  
  

¾ Critical Thinking ï gifted only;  
¾ 2 days/wk.  



7th Grade Science 
 College Prep Science 7 

¾ Focuses on life sciences and physical science 

¾ Topics include animals, plants, microorganisms, environmental science, cells, 
chemistry, and forms of energy 

¾ Students develop the foundational academic vocabulary of science and 
complete guided laboratory experiments to develop lab skills and basic data 
interpretation 

 

 Honors Science 7 

¾ Topics are the same as the C.P. Science 7 with extension assignments to 
explore selected topics in greater detail 

¾ Laboratory experimentation requires students to engage in experimental 
design and independent research outside of the classroom 

¾ Students utilize mathematics skills and quantitative analysis to conduct 
experiments 

¾ Students are responsible to acquire a more advanced vocabulary and to 
synthesize learning through projects 

¾   
 



7th Grade Social Studies ð World Geography 

COLLEGE PREP  HONORS 

¾ 5 Themes of Geography 

¾ Branches of Geography 

¾ Map Skills 

¾ Applying themes, 
branches, skills to: 
 United States, Europe,    
Africa, The Middle East,    
Southern, Eastern, & Southeast 
Asia, Central & South America 

¾ Requires much greater 
student independence, 
excellent reading and 
writing skills 

¾ 2 Independent 
Extension/Enrichment 
projects required per 
marking period 

¾ 5 Themes of Geography 

¾ Branches of Geography 

¾ Map Skills 

¾ Applying themes, 

branches, skills to: 
 United States, Europe,    

Africa, The Middle East,    

Southern, Eastern, & Southeast 

Asia, Central & South America 

¾ Additional help provided 

in organizational skills, 

study skills, Reading in 

the Content Area 



French - German ï Spanish ï Mandarin* 

¾ Vocabulary Study: alphabet, numbers, greetings, 

weather, clothing, likes/dislikes, places, directions, food, home and 

family 

¾ Grammar: noun/adjective agreement, verb conjugations, 

syntax 

¾ Culture: art, music, history, holidays, geography 

 

ESL ~ 3 levels 

7th Grade World Language 



Special Education 

¾ The Junior High provides programming for students 
with a wide range of learning and emotional needs. 

  

¾ We have classes that provide Learning, Emotional, 
Autistic and Life Skills Support. 

  

¾ Our Special Education staff includes over 30 
teachers and paraprofessionals.   

  

¾ The Junior High places an emphasis on the Least 
Restrictive Environment, there is a focus on 
participation in the general education setting and 
curriculum.   

  
 
 



7th Grade Sports Opportunities 

¾ Football (115 lb., open 
weight) 

¾ Soccer (Fall, both) 

¾ Basketball 

¾ Wrestling) 

¾ Baseball, Softball 

¾ Track/Field (Spring) 

¾ Tennis (Fall ï girls, 
spring ï boys) 

¾ Field Hockey (Fall) 

¾ Lacrosse (Spring) 

¾ Cheerleading 

¾ PIAA Rules: 

 Permission 

 MD Certification 

 Eligibility 



¾ Art Club 

¾ Alternative Sports 
Club 

¾ Buildersô Club 

¾ Musical 

¾ Jazz Band 

¾ NJHS 

¾ Student Council 

¾ Character Café 

¾ Diversity Club 

¾ History Club 

¾ Intramural Sports 

¾ Newspaper 

 

¾ Math Olympiad Team 

¾ Reading Olympics 

¾ Yearbook 

¾ Literary Magazine 

¾ Science Club 

¾ TADA 

¾ VIBE/IMAGINE 

¾ Library Aide 

¾ School Store 

¾ Science Competitions 

¾ Green Thumbs 

 

4:15 and 5:15 buses 



Get 

connected 

to 



òEXCELLENCE IS OUR 

STANDARDó 
¾P.R.I.D.E. 

·Goal: To help students recognize 

their strengths through the use of 

encouragement and positive 

reinforcement. 
 



P.R.I.D.E. 
Clearly Defined Expectations ï 

spelled out in student 

language in all areas and 

taught using teacher-directed 

lesson plans. 



P.R.I.D.E. 
¾Personal Responsibility 

¾Respect 

¾Integrity 

¾Dependability 

¾Excellence 



 

 

 

 

 

 

¾ We want to connect  with 

our students.  

 

¾ Students like to hear when 

they have done a good 

jobédonôt you?   

¾ Positive praise builds 

connections and 

connections = Increased 

student achievement.       

¾ AJHS staff wants 

students to behave 

positively.  

¾ Research says that  

acknowledging positive 

behavior will increase 

positive  behavior. 

¾ Better behavior translates 

to more time in the 

classrooms  = Increased 

student academic 

success. 

 

WHY AKNOWLEDGE POSTIVE BEHAVIOR?  











OUTCOMES 

¾ Increase positive behavior of students 
 

¾ Increase social connectedness 
between staff/students, staff/parents, 
students/students 
 

¾ Improve school culture ï content staff, 
students and parents 

 

¾ Increase academic achievement 



Behavioral Support:  

A Three-Tiered Model 

ÅP.R.I.D.E. for 
ALL Students 

ÅClassroom 
lessons 

ÅReward and 
Incentive 
Program 

Tier 1 

ÅGroup and 
individual 
counseling 

ÅMentoring  

ÅAcademic 
Support 
Programs  

ÅBehavioral 
support plans 

ÅConsultation 

ÅSAP 

ÅTeam 
meetings 

Tier 2 
ÅOnsite 

Therapeutic 
Support 

ÅFamily Based 
Support 

ÅFunctional 
Behavior 
Assessment 

ÅSpecial 
Education 
Evaluation 

Tier 3 



Guidance Department Services 

¾ Pre-referral Tier 2 Activities; support of Tier 
3 

¾ Career and Vocational Lessons 

¾ Coordination of educational testing 

¾ Academic Review 

¾ Support Programs 

¾ Scheduling 

¾ Liaison ï parents, outside professionals, 
teachers, administrators 



Support Opportunities 

¾ Learning Center ï open before, during, 

and after school 

¾ Peer Tutors 

¾ Faculty Mentors 

¾Mediation 

¾Neighborhood Workshop 

¾ Team Meetings/Parent Conferences 



Processé 

¾ Scheduling letters sent in late winter 

¾ 6th grade conferences March ï course 
requests completed 

¾ 6th grade special education parent tours - 
Spring 

¾ Student tours  - late Spring 

¾ Summer mailing  - towards end of August ï 
schedule, bus schedule etcé 

¾ Tours of the building end of August 

¾ Homework Assignment Books ï we provide 
      

 

 



VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES  

LEARNING CENTER BOOK BAG CLEAN-OUTS ï 
flexible hours 
 
SCHOOL STORE     7:40 ï 8:00 a.m. one to three 
day(s) per week 
 
ACTIVITY NIGHTS and Field Trips 
 
PRIDE Activities ï once per marking period 



We are PROUD ofé 

¾Our Faculty and Staff 

¾Achieving AYP 

¾PDE recognition of our P.R.I.D.E 
program 

¾State Schools of Character 
Winner ï 2010 -2011 

¾Project Appleseed 
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