
     On December 16 2011, AJHS had their Book Fair at 

the Willow Grove Barnes & Noble Bookstore. This was 

a great opportunity to showcase some artistic talent 

that we have here at AJHS. Students were invited to 

listen, read, view and/or participate in some really   

creative activities, like volunteering to read your own 

original poem! There were band performances from 

both AJHS & ASHS. ñIt was a lot of funò said Shauna 

McLaughlin & Stephanie Pinel; I interviewed these two 

girls to find out more about the Book Fair. Both of these 

girls were poetry readers & had a lot of fun just taking 

everything in that night. Whether students were        

performing in the band or reading a poem or even look-

ing at art, everyone & their families seemed to have a 

great time. This is not just a fun time, but itôs also an     

important fundraiser, as 15% of the profits were given back to AJHS.   

      Please support the school by going next year!  Ms. Rix, an art teacher here at AJHS, 

told me that to get your art project at the fair, all you have to do is create an original     

artistic project & hope it gets picked by one of the teachers. None of this could have    

happened without the help of Mrs. Sack, the AJHS Reading Department Chairperson, 

and also Mr. Weathers, one of our AJHS Gym teachers. Obviously this looks and sounds 

like a lot of fun, so I encourage everyone to attend next year!         ~ Vinnie Colavita  
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James Evans (9th grader), who plays heartthrob Link Larkin, was interviewed: 
 -Were you in the school play all three years you were at the Junior High? 
James: I've been in the show every year I've been at the Jr. High. It's a really fun experience every time. 
 -How was this show compared to shows that you've done in the past? 
James:  This show (Hairspray) was incredibly physical in comparison to the other shows that I have been in here at AJHS, seeing 
as it is circulated around the idea of energetic 1960's-era dancing.  
 -What was your favorite aspect of Hairspray? 
James:  I really loved almost every aspect of the show, though I really enjoyed the hair/costumes/makeup. Everyone really looked 
the part. 
 -What are you going to miss about shows put on at the Junior High? 
James:  I am going to miss the directors & everyone else involved, obviously, but I am really going to miss the Little Theater. It 
might sound strange, but I love the setup of backstage & the wings & everything. Might just be me, I'm not sure. 
 -Is there anything else that you would like to add? 
James:  If you're on the fence about joining next year's production, please go for it. I have heard too many people say that they 
wished they had tried out. It's a fantastic experience unlike any other. Soak in these years at the Junior High because they don't last 
forever. Take it from me. 
 Overall the entire cast & crew of ñHairsprayò did an amazing job at everything from the vivacious dancing to portraying a 

difficult time in American history. It was simply ñafro-tastic!ò 

 

 

 

 

 

Our parentsô used to collect rocks, coins, & stamps. Today, teens want to collect something that is ñcoolò & that they can show their 

friends. Think back to when you were in third grade, when kids collected fad-items such as Webkinz & Silly B&z. Iôm sure by now most kids 

have those old fads stored away in the back of their closets.  Collections have really changed from our parentôs childhood to our generation. 

On the first day of school, I was fascinated with Mr. Fogleôs sand collection. Our eighth grade science teacher keeps his collection lined 

up in neat rows of vials in the back of his classroom.  He has amassed an impressive collection of 72 vials from all over the world, from the   

Jersey Shore to Dubai Beach.   Mr. Fogle even 

encourages students to contribute to his sand 

collection. His latest addition to his collection 

includes sand that I brought back from    

Scottsdale, Arizona.  It is interesting to look at 

the different colors & shapes of the sand. 

           Mr. Fogle is a veteran when it comes to 

collecting. In addition to sand, Mr. Fogle  

collects coins, stamps, rocks & fossils.  He 

first started collecting stamps as a young boy, 

& has been collecting ever since.  Mr. Fogle 

started collecting sand when he was 26 years-old.  Mr. Fogle explained how he started to collect sand, ñI read an article in Science News about a 

professor that collects sand from all over the world.ò  Moreover, Mr. Fogle states, ñItôs looks neat to have so many different types of sand next to 

each other.ò   He told my class about the unusual green & black sand he saw when he lived in Hawaii.  He warned us of an old Hawaiian myth 

that if you bring sand home from Hawaii, then you will be cursed until you return the sand.  He claims heôs been OK so far!  Luckily for us, we 

have a teacher who contributes a great curiosity through his unique collection. 

Today, most kids start collecting at a young age, but donôt continue because they lose interest or something new comes along.        

However, a new trend has occurred, & kids now collect electronics like smart phones & iPads. With technology, you now can ñcollectò friends, 

followers, & apps.  In the 1970ôs, kids bragged about their massive doll or baseball collection, & today they boast of 1,000 friends or 2,000    

followers. Even though Mr. Fogle is high-tech himself, he highly recommends that students start a collection, & concludes, ñCollecting things 

can be a relaxing past time. It allows you to find items to focus on, & really observe them for what they are.ò 

           ~ Hannah Stern 



  

Itôs back!  4 sessions!  
February 21st (Tues), 23rd (Thurs), 28th 

(Tues) & March 1st (Thurs)!  Weight training 

& instruction in the weight room and          

INSANITY DVD sessions in rooms P102 & 

P104.  No permission slip needed, but you 

must arrange for a 4pm ride or plan to take 

the 4:15 bus home. 

 

 

 On December 9, the National Junior Honor Society had their 9th annual Kindergarten Book Trip 

event. R&omly selected NJHS members were bused to Overlook Elementary to read to kindergarteners in 

the classes of Ms. Swedberg, Ms. Hartnett, Ms. Simmons, & Ms. Hertkorn. Each Abington Junior High stu-

dent was matched with a kindergarten "buddy". Together the students read classic children's books such as 

"Amelia Bedelia", "Oh the Places We'll Go!". &  "Biscuit". NJHS members interviewed the little ones about 

all their favorite things in order to create a storybook featuring the kindergartner. In January, NJHS mem-

bers will meet to compile the story books for their buddy. The children's enjoyment of the day almost rivaled 

the older students'. The bonds created in such a short time was remarkable. Nick Bein, grade 9, spoke of his 

buddy, saying, "He's like a mini-me!" All students involved are looking forward to our return trip in        

February! 

Looking to get a workout and have 

fun? Then join us after school every 

Tuesday in March for Hip-Hop Club.  

Classes will be held in the  fitness 

room 3:15-4:00. Please see Ms. 

Durkin in the Phys Ed office for    

permission slips! Listen to              

announcements for more information! 
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Try to fill in the missing numbers using the      

numbers 1 through 9 to complete the equations. 

Each row & each column is a math equation. 

Each number (1 through 9) is only used once. 

*** Remember that multiplication and division are 

performed before addition and subtraction. 
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        At the beginning of the year, there is a project that all   

Honors Science students are introduced to. This annual project 

become part of the AJHS Science Fair.  Honestly, I initially 

groaned when I heard that we needed to work on this seemingly 

lengthy project. This projectôs topic was wide open and revolved 

around whatever you wanted to study about. Some people      

explored computer technology, others investigated physics. There 

are many more categories in which students may test their 

strengths and independent abilities. When students started the 

Science Fair project process, they needed to fill out several forms 

and do a lot of experimentations before they could start the main 

chunk of the project, the poster and the data analysis section. The 

Science Fair is a good way to express yourself in many ways.  

Winners can try to take on the challenge of going to the       

Montgomery County Fair to compete against other local students. 

         

       At the 22nd annual AJHS Science Fair competition, there 

were nearly 300 boards that were displayed!  This was an          

outstanding turnout!  There were several media stations there, 

including ABC, who highlighted the program at 5:30 p.m. that 

evening on their news program.  I would like to give special    

recognition to our very own Ms. Grande for hosting the Science 

Fair and helping to make it all happen. I would like to thank all of 

the people that were involved in the science fair. You all did a 

great job working on your individual projects. I would also like to 

thank several of our administrators for coming out and looking at 

our presentations. I went to the fair and I had a great time looking 

at the posters and the projects because now I can have a better idea for next yearôs fair project. The presentations at the fair 

were phenomenal and the judges had their hands full. There were several students that won the Best of Fair prize. These    

students did an outstanding job working on their Science Fair posters and projects and theyôre to be congratulated!       

 

        The following students won Best of Fair prize: Brooke 

Johnson, Zachary Kunin, Michael Malis, Samantha McGee, 

Kailey Labovitz and Hunter MacKenie!  These students did 

a great job on their projects and we are very proud of them. 

Along with Best of Fair winners, these following students 

are also going on to the county fair: Rebecca Markham, 

Alyssa Townsend, Clara La Brake, Gwen Lockrey, Jackie 

Lee, Lindsey Quigley, Martha Shultes, Jacob Taylor, Wyatt 

Whitney, Conor Garvey, Bobby Naylor, Matthew Cganik, 

Alex Vitek, Tammy Jeon, Liam Casey, Alec Liebsch,    

Nathaneal Cheng, Aiden Coyle, Henry   

Reinach and Jason Park, and Will Abel, 

Jack Kurtz and Elliot Anderson. Good luck 

in the Montgomery County Science Fair and 

we hope that you win in your categories!                                                     

                               

              ~ Submitted by Tim Smith 
Brooke Johnson, Kailey Labovitz, Michael Malis, Samantha McGee & Zachary Kunin  
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      The 2012 AJHS cheerleaders are very spirited girls that love working hard to get a perfect routine ready for 

the 9th grade girls and boys home basketball games. This year's team consists of 26 girls in grades 7-9, only 9 of 

which are returning members. Due to an amazing turnout at tryouts in  November, the squad is its largest in ten 

years! "Cheerleading is a really positive way to bring people in the school together, & shows our school's spirit." 

says Lizzie Martin (9th grade).  "It doesn't matter what people think about cheerleading, if it's something that 

you love to do, then that's all that counts!" said Caitlin Boetefuer (8th grade). The cheer team really enjoys 

cheering at the basketball games, and providing the players the motivation to win! 

       "There is no halftime for cheerleaders" remarks 8th grader Ally Amenhauser. The cheerleaders put so much time, effort, and dedication towards this 

team, maintaining high grades, and enthusiastic spirit!  This year's Co-Captain, Lexi Merrigan (8th grade) states, "A cheerleader is a dreamer that never 

gives up."  In cheerleading you have to give it your all, and always strive to be the best. It teaches you leadership, dedication, determination, confidence 

and how to be a team player. The sport itself contains stunting, tumbling, and raising spirit; that's exactly what the AJHS cheerleaders bring every practice 

and game!  "Throughout our season we are able to bond and become not only a cheer squad but also a family" states Captain Leah Soloff (9th grade). 

Brittany Levy (8th grade) summed up the season with "Behind every Maroon and White uniform is a cheerleader that is motivated for a Ghost win. Each 

girl on the team shows up to practice with her pom-poms, shoes, and, most importantly, her ambitions to cheer on Abington better than any other cheer 

squad can!" We love to bring the Ghost spirit to all the games and the school in general! The cheerleaders put in an unending amount of hard work and 

time into making our cheers and dances perfect for our friends, family, students, and staff at the junior high. We have so much fun together practicing and 

performing at games. We can't wait for the remainder of the season and look forward to performing at the basketball games to come!                                  

         ~ Written by Captains Lexi Merrigan and Leah Soloff 


