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 The Federal Asbestos Hazard Emergency Response Act of 1986 (AHERA) requires that 

parents, teachers, and other affected staff be informed of all asbestos-related activities that take 

place in each building owned by the Abington School District. Pursuant to this regulation, please 

be advised that the school district maintains an Asbestos Management Plan for each building
1
.  

Each building management plan identifies asbestos-containing materials, defines a protocol for 

management of the asbestos, and provides recommendations and response actions.  The plan also 

includes documentation of periodic inspections performed since the adoption of the plan. 

 

 Building asbestos management plans are on file in the office of the principal.  A 

comprehensive district-wide plan is also available in the Facilities Office at the Administration 

Building.  The individual building plans are available for your review during regular working 

hours by contacting the principal of the building in question.  You may also review the 

comprehensive district-wide plan located in the Administration Building by contacting the 

School Board Secretary, 970 Highland Avenue, Abington, PA, (215) 881-2541. 

 

 On occasion the District may need to remove asbestos-containing building materials 

during the course of normal maintenance operations.  For your comfort and the safety of our 

students and staff, this work is only performed when the buildings are unoccupied.  Air 

monitoring is performed throughout any abatement work we perform, and the space is not 

released for student and staff use until the air samples have been tested in accordance with 

Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) standards.  Finally, this work is done using only 

properly certified and trained workers licensed to perform asbestos removal in the 

Commonwealth of Pennsylvania.  

 

 

 

Note 1: Copper Beech, Highland, Overlook, and Roslyn Elementary Schools are constructed of 

asbestos-free building materials. 

Our Objective 

 
As an Abington School District staff member, your health and safety are our primary concern.   In an effort to 

inform you of issues that may be important to you in your work place, we are providing you with the following 

information regarding various health and safety programs that exist within the District. 

Asbestos Awareness 
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 The Commonwealth of Pennsylvania recently adopted laws that require all schools to 

implement a program of Integrated Pest Management (IPM) for the treatment of pests including 

insects, rodents, weeds, etc.  The Abington School District has employed a program for 

Integrated Pest Management (IPM) for many years to protect every student and staff member 

from exposure to pesticides, herbicides, and other chemicals.  Abington’s IPM approach 

emphasizes preventive measures, making school buildings and grounds an unfavorable habitat 

for pests by removing food and water sources, and eliminating hiding and breeding places.  This 

is accomplished through an established routine for cleaning and maintenance.  School buildings 

and grounds are regularly monitored to detect any pests that are present.  The pest monitoring 

team typically consists of our pest control contractor, building custodians, office staff, teachers, 

administrators, and other school staff.  Observations and reports of potential problems are 

welcomed from parents and students.  Pest sightings are reported to the IPM coordinator who 

evaluates the report and determines the appropriate pest management techniques to address the 

problem.  The techniques may include increased sanitation, modifying storage practices, sealing 

entry points, physically removing the pest, etc.  

 

Abington School District contracts for pest control services with a registered and licensed 

pest control firm.  It provides routine inspection services on a scheduled basis for each building 

in the school district.  The schedules for these routine inspections are posted at each school 

location.  Please consult with your building administrator for the locations where these notices 

will be posted.  From time to time, it may be necessary to use pesticides as defined in Act 36 of 

the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania to manage a pest problem.  When a pesticide is necessary, 

the school will apply the least toxic effective product that is available.  Pesticides selected for use 

will be limited to the list that appears on the notice posted at each location.  Applications will be 

made only when access to the area(s) being treated is restricted.  This generally is after hours or 

on weekends when students and staff do not occupy the building.  A notification form will be 

posted in the building receiving treatment if pesticides other than those previously posted are 

used.  These notices will be posted at designated locations in the building being treated seventy-

two (72) hours prior to any treatment and will remain posted for forty-eight (48) hours after 

chemicals are applied.  

 

     The District is also required to notify any staff member who requests notification of 

postings for special applications.  To be notified, staff must submit their request to the Facilities 

Department in writing via regular mail or e-mail.  Requests shall include Staff Name, Building 

Name and Room Assignment.  Written requests shall be addressed to: Abington School District 

– Facilities Dept., Pesticide Notification Request, 970 Highland Avenue, Abington, PA   19001.  

E-mail requests shall be sent to sailsj@abington.k12.pa.us and shall include Pesticide 

Notification Request in the Subject Line. 

 

 

        Steve Saile, Supervisor of Facilities 

Integrated Pest Management & Pesticide Notification 

Questions regarding information provided in this Facilities Health & Safety Newsletter may 

be addressed to the Supervisor of Facilities by calling (215) 881-2525. 
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