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ABINGTON SCHOOL DISTRICT 

Abington, Pennsylvania 

FOUNDATION FOR ABINGTON SCHOOL DISTRICT 
Tuesday, May 1, 2018 

7:00 p.m. 
Administration Building, Board Room 

I. Roll Call 

In attendance: Mr. Raymond McGarry, Dr. Amy Sichel, Mr. Kenneth Roos, Mr. 
Christopher Lionetti, Honorable Gail Weilheimer, Ms. Susan Arnhold 

II. Public Comments

Ms. Lora Lehmann, 1431 Bryant Lane, Rydal, PA 

Ms. Lehmann shared concerns pertaining to the formation of and purpose of the 
Foundation, whether it is necessary to have this Foundation to accept the gift from Mr. 
Schwarzman, and the process by which members were selected.  She asked if all of the 
Foundation meetings will be public meetings and if an Executive Director will be hired 
for the Foundation. 

Mr. Joseph Rooney, 740 Maple Avenue, Ardsley, PA 

Mr. Rooney requested clarification on the School District’s authority to form a 
Foundation and where in the PA Public School Code is the information.  He asked 
questions regarding the Pledge Agreement and public notification of the Foundation 
meetings.  He commented on the affiliation of Judge Weilheimer with Mr. Roos’ law firm. 

Mr. McGarry explained that there is a requirement that this Foundation Board must be 
controlled by those who are in control of the supported organization.  He said the 
Foundation will receive money and it is required to then provide that money to the School 
District.  The Board of School Directors and the School District will manage the money 
and decide how that money is spent.  Mr. McGarry stated that the Foundation will 
operate within the Sunshine Laws and Right-to-Know and will hold its meetings here, 
which will be opened to the public.  He said there is no current plan to hire an Executive 
Director. 

Mr. Roos explained that the Board of School Directors can vest in the Superintendent 
the authority to set up a Foundation in the event that one is needed, as in this case, a 
Foundation was needed to accept the gift from Mr. Schwarzman.  Mr. Roos stated that 
Judge Weilheimer was an attorney at Wisler Pearlstine’s law firm for eight years until 
she left the private practice of law to take the bench. 

Judge Weilheimer responded that she left Wisler Pearlstine when she was elected to 
the bench in 2013.  She has been very involved with the School District as a parent and 
was asked to be involved in the Foundation in the capacity as a parent of students in 
the School District and a community member. 
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III. Approval

a. Proposed Articles of Amendment with Exhibit A, Amended and Restated Articles of
Incorporation

Mr. Roos reviewed the amended language in the proposed Articles of Incorporation 
and the statement included which is required for the Foundation to be considered a 
509(a)(3) non-profit corporation in order to be given the tax exempt status that the 
Pledge Agreement requires. 

A motion was made and seconded to approve the Proposed Articles of Amendment 
with Exhibit A, Amended and Restated Articles of Incorporation. 

The motion passed unanimously. 

b. Proposed Amended and Restated Bylaws for Foundation for Abington School District

Mr. Roos reviewed the amended language in the bylaws and noted the changes 
clarify that the Foundation positions are all appointed by the School District.  This 
change was recommended to emphasize the degree of control that the School 
District would have over this Foundation.  Mr. Roos reviewed the change in the 
percentage rate for ownership or investment interest pertaining to if the Foundation 
should ever enter into a business relationship with a Director that actually has an 
ownership interest.  Mr. Roos reviewed the language that was eliminated from the 
bylaws. 

Mr. Roos requested a motion be made to amend the bylaws to state that the 
meetings of the Foundation for Abington School District will take place in Abington 
School District.  

A motion was made and seconded to amend and approve the Proposed Amended 
and Restated Bylaws for the Foundation for Abington School District. 

The motion passed unanimously. 

Mr. McGarry stated that by authorization of the amended bylaws, Ms. Susan Arnhold, 
Vice President of the Board of School Directors, becomes a member of this Board.  
Mr. McGarry asked Ms. Arnhold to be seated with the Board. 

A motion was made and seconded for Mr. Fernandez to file the Articles of 
Amendment, the Articles of Incorporation and the bylaws with the Pennsylvania 
Secretary of State and any other appropriate regulatory authority. 

The motion passed with 4 votes in favor and 1 abstention. 
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IV. Authorization to Prepare Internal Revenue Service Filings

a. IRS Form 990 – Return of Organization Exempt from Income Tax for 2017 – for the
Foundation

b. IRS Form 8940 – Request for Miscellaneous Determination – to change the initial
determination of the Foundation as a Section 509(a)(3) supporting organization

Mr. Roos explained that the IRS Form 990 is a requirement for all public charities to file 
with the IRS due on May 15.  The IRS Form 8940 is to meet the requirements of the 
proposed Pledge Agreement that the process begin by July 1, 2018 to achieve the 
supported organization status by the IRS. 

A motion was made and seconded to approve the Authorization to Prepare Internal 
Revenue Service Filings, IRS Form 990 – Return of Organization Exempt from Income 
Tax for 2017 and IRS Form 8940 – Request for Miscellaneous Determination. 

The motions passed with 4 votes in favor and 1 abstention. 

V. Collection of Conflict of Interest Statements and Other Items Required by Bylaws 

Mr. Roos stated that Board members are obligated to complete Conflict of Interest 
Statements as a requirement of the bylaws.  Mr. McGarry requested that Mr. Lionetti 
prepare Conflict of Interest Statements and provide the forms to Board members to 
execute.  Completed Conflict of Interest Statements will be collected by Mr. Lionetti. 

Judge Weilheimer requested Mr. Roos leave the room while discussion ensued 
pertaining to his affiliation with the law firm of Wisler Pearlstine and serving as a Board 
member of this Foundation.  

A motion was made and seconded to waive any potential conflict of interest regarding 
Mr. Roos serving on this Board and his firm and continuing their work as counsel to the 
Foundation for a period of time until a Request for Proposal for legal services is 
submitted.  

The motion passed with 5 votes in favor. 

Mr. Roos returned to the meeting. 

VI. Treasurer Report

Mr. Lionetti reviewed financial statements for the period ending December 31, 2017 and
April 30, 2018.

VII. Appointment of New Board Member(s)

Mr. McGarry contacted Mr. Paul Morse and Dr. Sichel contacted Ms. Nicole Gesing who
both expressed an interest in serving as Board members of the Foundation.



Foundation for Abington School District 
Tuesday, May 1, 2018 
Page 4 

A motion was made and seconded to appoint Mr. Paul Morse and Ms. Nicole Gesing as 
Board members of the Foundation for Abington School District. 

The motion passed with 3 votes. 

VIII. Approval of Pledge Agreement – Stephen A. Schwarzman Foundation

A motion was made and seconded to approve the Foundation for Abington School 
District to enter into the Pledge Agreement with the Stephen A. Schwarzman 
Foundation. 

Roll call vote: 

Mr. Lionetti – Aye Ms. Arnhold – Aye  
Mr. Roos – Aye Judge Weilheimer – Aye 
Dr. Sichel – Aye  Mr. McGarry – Aye  

Motion passed. 

A motion was made and seconded to amend the motion to reflect that Dr. Sichel as the 
Vice President of the Board shall execute the Pledge Agreement. 

The motion passed unanimously. 

IX. Request for Proposals

a. Brokerage Services
b. Legal Services

A motion was made and seconded to authorize the Treasurer of the Foundation to obtain 
Requests for Proposals for Brokerage Services and Legal Services.  

The motion passed unanimously. 

Mr. McGarry requested that the Request for Proposals be advertised on the School 
District website and that a minimum of three proposals be evaluated. 

X. Public Comments 

Mr. Joseph Rooney, 740 Maple Avenue, Ardsley, PA 

Mr. Rooney requested clarification regarding the Foundation bylaws relating to members 
being non-residents of Pennsylvania.  He asked who Right-to-Know requests for the 
Foundation should be submitted to, and when is the next meeting for the Foundation. 

Mr. Roos noted that language was stricken from the bylaws relating to members being 
non-residents of Pennsylvania.  
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Mr. McGarry responded that Right-to-Know requests should be directed to Mr. Lionetti.  
He said the next Foundation meeting will take place after June 1 and the date will be 
advertised. 

Ms. Andrea Judge, 416 Roslyn Avenue, Glenside, PA 

Ms. Judge asked if Ms. Gesing would serve on the Board as a Parent Council 
representative and if Ms. O’Rourke or a member of the Abington Educational Foundation 
(AEF) was considered for a position. 

Mr. McGarry responded that Ms. Gesing will not serve as an ex officio and he was not 
aware of Ms. O’Rourke’s interest in serving.  He said discussion took place with the 
members of the AEF regarding its function and the function of this Foundation and they 
should remain separate organizations.  

Ms. Natasha Hatton, 820 Worrell Road, Jenkintown, PA 

Ms. Hatton asked if the donor threshold for this Foundation and for AEF was discussed. 

Mr. McGarry responded that depending on the dollar amount of a donation, there may 
be tax implications that could impact the consequences of the gift and that is one of the 
reasons this Foundation was set-up separately from AEF.  This Foundation has no 
intention of impeding on the work of AEF. 

XI. Adjournment

Adjournment: 8:15 p.m. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Kenneth A. Roos, Esquire 


