
 
 
 

Dear Parent/Guardian, 

Recent tragic national events remind us that our highest priority is keeping students safe each day. We 
strive to ensure a safe environment for students and staff. As you have likely heard in the media, some 
students across the nation prepare to walkout of schools on March 14, 2018 at 10:00 a.m. for 17 
minutes to honor each of the 17 people who were killed in the Florida school shooting.  The walkout is 
part of a greater movement created by student survivors of the Parkland, Florida school shooting.  As a 
remembrance, we will participate in the March 14, 2018 movement with a proactive activity with the 
goal of a positive school climate.  At 10:00 a.m. on March 14, 2018, a school-wide announcement will 
be made about ways in which we can be more kind to one another and a classroom lesson will follow. 
The lesson will focus on kindness and school as a friendly and safe place for our students. 

The teachers will not explicitly discuss the shootings that occurred at Marjory Stoneman Douglas High 
School; however, students may volunteer information about the shootings during the lesson.  Teachers 
will respond to students with consideration of the developmental level of the classroom.  If a student 
needs to have a deeper conversation about the event, the student will be able to discuss the topic with a 
school administrator or school psychologist and the parent will be informed. 

As a reminder, I share the information below that Dr. Sichel sent to you on February 20, 2018 about 
discussing the school shooting with your student: 

• Provide a developmentally appropriate, clear, and straightforward explanation of the
event.

• Early elementary school children need brief, simple information that should
be balanced with reassurances that their school and homes are safe and that
adults are there to protect them. Give simple examples of school safety like
reminding children about exterior doors being locked, child monitoring efforts
on the playground, and emergency drills practiced during the school day.

• Upper elementary and early middle school children will be more vocal in
asking questions about whether they truly are safe and what is being done at
their school. They may need assistance separating reality from fantasy.
Discuss efforts of school and community leaders to provide safe schools.

• Provide normalcy and routine to the best extent possible while maintaining flexibility.
• Limit television viewing of these events. Limit television viewing and be aware if

the television is on in common areas. Developmentally inappropriate information can
cause anxiety or confusion, particularly in young children. Adults also need to be
mindful of the content of conversations that they have with each other in front of
children, even teenagers, and limit their exposure to vengeful, hateful, and angry
comments that might be misunderstood.

• Let children know it is appropriate to feel upset or angry.
• Be a good listener and observer.
• Provide various ways for children to express emotion, either through journaling,

writing letters, talking, making a collage, or music.
• Focus on resiliency as well as the compassion of others.

This is an extremely important time to reinforce children’s natural resilience and emphasize the 
preventive steps that we all can take to maintain a safe and caring school environment. Please know 
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that school psychologists are available if you have concerns about your child’s reaction to recent 
events. Also, please contact me with any questions or if you do not want your child to participate in 
the classroom activity. 

Sincerely, 

Stephanie Viola, Ed.D.  
Principal, Copper Beech Elementary School 

Marie Salle Kim 
Principal, McKinley Elementary School 

Joshua Perlman 
Principal, Overlook Elementary School 

Kevin Osborne, Ed.D.  
Principal, Roslyn Elementary School 

Lyndsay M. Morgan 
Principal, Rydal Elementary School 

Damon Jordan, Ed.D. 
Principal, Willow Hill Elementary School 

James Etlen, III, Ed.D. 
Principal, Highland Elementary School 


