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U.S. News and World Report:
America’s Best High Schools

“U.S. News  and School Evaluation Services, a 
K-12 data research and analysis business run 
by Standard & Poor’s, analyzed 21,069 public 
high schools for this edition of the rankings. 
From that group, 1,925 schools earned an 
award.”
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America’s Best High Schools
Key Principles of the Methodology 

“A great high school must serve all of its 
students well, not just those bound for college 
and it must be able to produce measurable 
academic outcomes to show that the school is 
successfully educating its student body across 
a range of performance indicators.” 



America’s Best High Schools
The Analysis and Selection Process 

Analysis of 21,069 public high schools in 48 
states using data from the 2006-07 school year 

These 21,069 schools had a sufficient grade 
12 enrollment to provide data in 2006-07

A three-step process was used to analyze the 
data and identify the best high schools

Recognition categories of gold, silver, bronze 
and honorable mention high schools identified



America’s Best High Schools
First Step of the Analysis Process: 

Determine if each school’s students perform 
better than statistically expected for the 
average student in the state

Utilize reading and math results for all students 
on each state’s high school test

Factor in the percentage of economically 
disadvantaged students enrolled to determine 
which schools perform better than expected



America’s Best High Schools
Second Step of the Analysis Process: 

Determine whether the school’s least-
advantaged students (black, Hispanic, and low-
income) were performing better than average 
for similar students in the state

Compare proficiency rates in reading and math 
on statewide tests

Selected schools that performed better than the 
state average



America’s Best High Schools
Third Step of the Analysis Process: 

Review college-readiness performance using 
Advanced Placement and/or International 
Baccalaureate test data as the benchmarks for 
success 
Compute a college-readiness index based on a 
weighted average of AP/IB test participation in the 
senior year

Include a quality-adjusted participation rate that 
incorporates student results AP/IB tests



America’s Best High Schools
Gold, Silver, and Bronze Medals 

Gold medals for the top 100 schools 
nationwide with the highest college readiness 
were ranked numerically 

Silver medals for next 504 top-performing 
high schools based on their college-readiness 
index

Bronze medals for the 1,321 high schools 
that passed the first two steps



America’s Best High Schools 
Gold, Silver, and Bronze Medals 

Southeast Pennsylvania 

Gold medal:  Masterman High School 

Silver medals:  Central Bucks East and Central 
Bucks West, Central, Conestoga, Great Valley, 
Harriton, Lower Merion and Radnor, High 
Schools

Bronze medals:  Abington, Bodine, Carver, 
and Girls’ High Schools



U.S. News and World Report
America’s Best High Schools:
Information on the Websites

http://www.usnews.com/sections/education/high-
schools/index.html

http://www.philly.com/philly/hp/news_update/200
81205_Masterman_High_makes_Top_100.html

http://www.usnews.com/articles/high-schools/2008/
http://www.usnews.com/articles/high-schools/2008/
http://www.usnews.com/sections/education/high-schools/index.html
http://www.usnews.com/sections/education/high-schools/index.html
http://www.usnews.com/sections/education/high-schools/index.html
http://www.philly.com/philly/hp/news_update/20081205_Masterman_High_makes_Top_100.html
http://www.philly.com/philly/hp/news_update/20081205_Masterman_High_makes_Top_100.html
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