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By Lily Sall

Th is year’s Student Involvement Day on October 14th was once again a hit, with students milling about Schwarzman Stadium listening to 
live bands and eating treats available on the fi eld. Th e yearly soccer tournament provided friendly competition among the language students, and 
the many clubs presented tables with fun off erings from a pudding-eating contest for Honors Society to lollipops to face painting by the National 
Art Honors Society. Th e many diff erent activities, like gaga and the obstacle course, also drew lines and crowds of students eager to participate in 
the fun. Th e aft ernoon had beautiful weather, making the kickoff  to homecoming weekend superb. Th e Homecoming Court was announced once 
again before the students left .

At the halft ime of the Breast Cancer Awareness and 
Homecoming football game that evening, the winners of Homecoming 
King and Queen were announced to be Hunter West and Naya Weeks. 
Abington’s win against Truman was a great continuation of the feel of 
Friday aft ernoon.

Th e Homecoming festivities concluded with the Homecoming 
dance on Saturday evening. Th e dance was well attended as many 
students sho wed up to celebrate fall with friends for three hours in the 
dimly lit gymnasium, which had been transformed with tables, twinkle 
lights, and a DJ so that the usual gym setting receded and became just 
a dance fl oor. Students ate up the refreshments available—in between 
dances to top hits and several throwback classics, which were all very 
well mixed.  Altogether, the weekend was a great conclusion to spirit 
week and a great way to welcome and celebrate the fall.

Student Involvement Day and Homecoming
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By Dionna Dash

Have you ever wondered about your teachers’ innermost thoughts? 
Whether it be what superpower they wish they had or what country 
they’d love to visit, you can fi nd out all the specifi cs of your favorite 
teachers’ lives here! For the fi rst “Teacher Feature” of the year, I 
interviewed Mr. Pompilii, a member of the science department.

Q: What subject(s) do you teach at the Senior High? 
A: I teach AP Biology, Anatomy, Chemistry and Applied Biochem.

Q: Where did you go to high school? 
A: Bishop McDevitt High School.

Q: Where did you go to college (undergraduate and graduate)?
A: I have undergrad degrees from West Chester University and 
Delaware Valley College of Science and Agriculture and a Master’s 
degree from Arcadia University.
      [continued on page 2]

TV Review: Stranger Th ings
By Grace Spurrier

Netfl ix’s smash hit Stranger Th ings took the country by storm this 
summer. Its child stars appeared everywhere, from Th e Tonight Show 
to the Emmys, and its characters are expected to be some of this 
Halloween’s most popular costumes. Th ough this reviewer was a little 
late to watch this show, I am happy to report that it truly does live up to 
the hype.

Th e premise seems typical of a thriller: a young boy suddenly goes 
missing, and his best friends search for him, eventually discovering 
a supernatural element to their friend’s disappearance. However, it is 
evident from the fi rst episode that there is a deeper conspiracy at work 
here, which almost every character comes into contact with at some 
point or another. As the show’s eight episodes unfold, the kids fi nd 
some of the puzzle pieces, while the remaining discoveries are divided 
among the teenage love triangle of Nancy, Steve, and Jonathan, the 
missing boy’s mother, and Chief Hopper of the local police.

[continued on page 5]
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By Dennis Phan

The chess team has been forming its roster for the 2016-
2017 school year, beginning with the chess club’s first meeting in 
early September and ending in late October. The team tryouts begin 
in late October, and by early November, the new chess team will be 
determined. Already, many people are trying out for the team, and 
every single one of the candidates shows promise. 

The chess season will run from November to May this year, and 
the team will play in the Lower Bucks County Scholastic Chess League 
(LBCSCL), States, and Nationals. The top five players of the chess team 
will face off against the best players from other high schools in the 
regular season and eventually play in the playoffs. The team hopes to 
win State and National Titles, which would mean receiving trophies and 
possibly even a mention in a national newspaper. Mr. Simmons is the 
coach, and he oversees the team during matches.

The veterans of last year’s team went to a tournament near 
Temple’s campus on October 8. It was sponsored by After School 
Activities Partnerships (ASAP), which is the Philadelphia equivalent of 
the LBCSCL; the tournament was a celebration of National Chess Day. 
Three of the veterans got trophies: Andrew Nolan received 4th place, 
Alek Sherstyuk received 5th place, and Dennis Phan received 6th place.

The bonds created during the chess season can be considered 
equivalent to those of a family, and Mr. Simmons has admitted in the 
past that the team feels like a second family to him.  The future seems to 
be bright for the chess team, and we should look with a hopeful eye to 
the victories that lie ahead this season.

Chess Begins!

By Grace Spurrier

With one month to go until Abington Senior High School’s 
production of Moon Over Buffalo, the cast of the 2016 fall play is 
getting excited to share its hard work with the public.
 “It’s going well and we’re having a lot of fun,” say seniors Zoe 
Fox and Claire Williams. Both girls are veterans of Abington’s theater 
program, as Zoe starred in last year’s spring musical How to Succeed 
in Business Without Really Trying, and Claire is Abington’s returning 
student director.
 Ken Ludwig’s madcap comedy Moon Over Buffalo centers on 
aging stars George and Charlotte Hay, who are performing in a touring 
repertory theatre company currently stopped in Buffalo, New York. Just 
as their adult daughter, former actress Rosalind, is visiting to tell her 
parents of her engagement, the Hays get word that famous film director 
Frank Capra will be in the audience of their matinée, giving them one 
last chance at Hollywood stardom.
 Abington’s production features two separate eight-person casts 
performing in alternating shows, and it displays the talents of many 
Abington students, from new sophomores to old-hat seniors in both the 
cast and the crew.
 When asked how Abington’s students would relate to such 
outlandish characters, senior cast member Nicole Gerhardt replied, 
“The characters are all extremely relatable, and you’ll find universal 
truths in all of them.”
 However, the cast members interviewed all agreed that the 
best reason to see Moon Over Buffalo comes from the play itself: 
“The theater may be dying, but it is all we’ve got. It is our lifeline to 
humanity.”
 Moon Over Buffalo, will be performed at Abington Senior High 
School on November 17th, 18th and 19th, all at 7 pm.

Preview of Moon Over 
Buffalo

Q: Did you always want to be a teacher? If not, what did you want to be instead? 

A: In high school I always thought that I would be a builder/carpenter, but then decided I should try college. After graduating and working 
various jobs, I felt I could best put my degree to use by teaching. It was the best decision I have ever made.

Q: If you were to have a superpower, what would it be? Why? 

A: I think I would like to be able to fly so I could travel to some of my favorite remote locations without dealing with traffic. 

Q: Do you have a catchphrase? If so, what is it? 

A: “The sun is warm and the sky is blue….” 

Q: Do you have a secret talent? If so, what is it? 

A: Every year for Christmas my mother-in law includes some obscure piece of fruit or vegetable neatly 
wrapped in Christmas paper in my wife’s stocking. It has become an ongoing practice for me to guess said 
produce just by feel. I have only guessed incorrectly once in the ten years we have been married.

Q: What is your favorite color? Why? 

A: I wouldn’t say that I have a favorite color, but I am partial to softer, pastel-like, earthy tones and hues.

Q: If you could teach any other subject, what would it be? Why? 

A: If I could teach another subject it would probably be History, particularly the 18th century. One of 
my favorite TV shows is called a “Taste of History,” which focuses on 18th century cuisine as well as 
emphasizing the challenges and contributions of many of our founding fathers. I also love reading about 
the US presidents and how they influenced the history of our country.

Q: What is one country you would love to visit? 

A: I have had the opportunity to travel around Europe, specifically Italy, Sweden and Norway, and have visited Canada on many occasions. 
However, I would love to spend a few weeks searching for human/hominoid fossils in Ethiopia. One of my favorite scientists is Dr. Donald 
Johanson who discovered the famous “Lucy” skeleton in Ethiopia in 1974, and it is because of his work that I have gained a deep fascination for 
human origins. I would love to visit the site of his expedition in a country that is widely considered to be the cradle of human evolution.

Teacher Feature
(continued from page 1)
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by Chris Van Buren

Grab a campaign pin and show your colors!  Presidential pins have 
been widespread election symbols since the election of William 
“Wobbly Willy” McKinley over William Jennings Bryan in 1896.  Since 
then, pins have become as much collectors’ items as they are political 
statements.  To celebrate this historic election season, here are the best 
five campaign pins in US history:

 

5. LBJ and Civil   
   Rights

Lyndon B. Johnson ran 
for president in 1964 
amidst a civil rights 
movement that swept 
America off its feet. 
During his presidency, 
Johnson protected 
the rights of African 
Americans.  His pin 
puts Civil Rights 
front and center, 
and its strong ethical 
substance separates it 
from the crowd.

 4. Teddy Roosevelt, the Rough Rider

Teddy Roosevelt 
inherited the 
presidency after 
the assassination of 
William McKinley, 
the aforementioned 
father of the modern 
campaign pin. 
Roosevelt’s supporters 
built upon his 
predecessor’s campaign 
tools.  The Rough Rider 
pin perfectly embodies 
Roosevelt, a man of 
nature, action, and 
success.

3. JFK -John F. Kennedy

This pin of John F. 
Kennedy is the footprint 
that many other pins 
have followed. It is 
friendly in its simplicity, 
patriotic in its colors, 
and strong in its 
balanced design. In 
1960, this pin backed up 
the confident impression 
that Kennedy already 
gave to the American 
public over television.

2. McGovern

 The only candidate 
not to win the White 
House on our list, George 
McGovern, a South 
Dakotan, ran for president 
on the Democratic ticket 
in 1972. Before running for 
the Oval Office, he served 
here and there, making a 
name for himself as a strong 
proponent of this and that. 
The pin tells you all you 
need to know about the guy. 
Plain and clear, the man’s 
name was McGovern—he 
was born for public office. If only we could have such well-defined 
leaders in today’s world of politics.

1. Dwight “Ike” Eisenhower

 At one point 
or another, everybody 
has liked Ike. Heck, 
I still like Ike. This is 
his pin—what’s not 
to like? It’s red, white 
and blue. It’s positive. 
For Eisenhower fans, 
this pin was (and is) 
a great way to show 
support. Nothing 
more clearly states 
you like a candidate 
than a pin that says 
“I like [insert that 
candidate].” Above 
all, the pin makes a 
short, catchy rhyme out of a cumbersome name, a trick that would have 
served Herschel Vespasian Johnson (VP, 1860) very well.

Good Old Politics: The Best Presidential 
Campaign Pins in American History

VOTE
NOVEMBER 

8TH
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FEATURES
A Brief History of 
Universal Movie Monsters

 Horror Mov ie 

Word Scramble
by Will Erwine

 1. eht gininhs ___________________________

 2. yophcs  ___________________________

 3. wjas  ___________________________

 4. a ghnimraet no mel retets  _____________

    _______________________________________

 5. het lincees fo eth lbmas    _____________

      _______________________________________

 6. rladcua ___________________________

 7. ketransifenn __________________________

 8. difyar teh titeenrthh ___________________

   _______________________________________

By Grany Gow

Although many films of the year have been talked about 
as Oscar contenders, not one has been talked about more than the 
Sundance hit The Birth of a Nation. I had the opportunity to see this 
hard-to-watch masterpiece about a slave named Nat Turner who led a 
rebellion of slaves against their owners.

The film opens up with 
Nat as a child as the audience 
learns about his backstory in 
slavery. Nat was brought up by 
his owners to be a preacher. 
Since most slaves were not 
given  an educations Nat was 
one of the rare few enslaved 
children at the time who 
learned how to read. He traveled from town- to-town preaching so that 
his owners could profit from his work.

After all this background, a nearly 48-hour rebellion is 
transformed into a 6-minute rebellion on-screen, but it is extremely 
powerful to see the slaves rise up against their owners. Although Nat 
Turner’s rebellion is not as commonly talked about as other rebellions, 
I hope this film will shine a light on his bravery. I believe The Birth of a 
Nation will be nominated for best picture.  For the outcome, of course, 
we will have to wait until February. n, and then let the Abingtonian 
editors know. 

The Birth of a New 
Oscar Contender?

By the Ghost Detective
 Scary, freaky, sometimes even silly monsters from movies are in 
a class of their own as icons.. There have been numerous adaptations of 
these monsters both as serious villains, such as the ones in The Monster 
Squad, or as goofy characters, such as those in Hotel Transylvania. How 
did these movie monsters incite fear in people? How did they become 
so goofy? Well, let’s go back to the beginning for that.

 In the 1920s, film was still very young. There was no sound in 
film; instead, silent films were the norm. But in the late 1920s, sound 
first became available in movies. The first horror movie with sound was 
Dracula, which was released in 1931. It starred Bela Lugosi as Dracula, 
a vampire who was a dangerous villain, ready to kill anyone in his way. 
This film began the chain of Universal Pictures’ horror movies, and 
at first, it was considered the best movie of its kind. However, it was 
dethroned by Frankenstein, also released in 1931. 

Frankenstein featured Lugosi’s rival Boris Karloff. The film told 
the story of a mad scientist, Dr. Frankenstein, who assembled a body 
of dead tissue and made it come alive. This film stayed dominant for 
the majority of the Universal era. However, other films came out, such 
as The Mummy in 1932 starring Karloff and The Invisible Man in 1933 
starring Claude Rains. These films were very successful because they 
were scary.

Once the 1940s came around, World War II was on the horizon. 
People became less scared of the fake monsters in movies and more 
scared of the real monsters of war. A movie called The Wolfman came 
out and was still successful, but eventually people were not scared of the 
same monsters they used to fear. So Universal began to make movies 
like Abbott and Costello Meet Frankenstein in order to make the movie 
monsters goofy. Thus, the death of the scariness of movie monsters had 
come. The Creature from the Black Lagoon was the last truly scary movie 
monster, signaling the close of the era of the feared Universal movie 
monsters.
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Hey word puzzle lovers! Frustrated with life? Well, sit back, relax, and 
fill out a wordlink. You play by creating a chain of compound words 
from the first word all the way to the last. The first and second word 

link to make a compound word, like in this example: Guitar and string 
connect to make guitar string, string links with band to make string 

band, and band and camp link to form band camp. Some of the words 
even have letters filled in to help you out!

Think you solved the puzzle? Print your name at the bottom, cut out 
your completed wordlink, and drop it off at the Wordlink box sitting 

on the Abingtonian box in the library. YOU WILL BE ENTERED 
INTO A DRAWING TO WIN A PRIZE! Winners will be announced 

on the afternoon announcements! Best of luck!

SALT
__ A __ __ R

__ __ E
__ __ L __

__ H __ __ __ __ E __
__ T __ __ D
__ __ __ N

STAIRS

NAME:____________________

WORDLINK

By Vincent Banks

 When thinking of what to write for my next “Did You Know?” 
article, I realized I did not know much about where I live, so I decided 
to do some research on the history of Abington Township. During 
my search, I found some interesting facts about when our township 
was founded and how it was involved in the American Revolution. 
Abington Township is one of the oldest communities in Montgomery 
County, Pennsylvania.  It dates back to when William Penn bought the 
land from the native Lenape Indians in the 1680s. The land was called 
Abington, though I could not find why, when it was incorporated in 
1704. It is interesting to note that a large percentage of the township was 
members of the Society of Friends, who were devout pacifists. 

 During battles in 1777, the British Army was advancing towards 
the Continental Army. The Continental Army marched south on 
Old York Road through Abington Township and Philadelphia to get 
south of Delaware. On their way, the Continental Army was defeated 
in the battles of Brandywine and Germantown. After the battle of 
Germantown, they got pushed back to Abington. From November to 
December in 1777, twelve thousand British troops under the command 
of General William Howe advanced to meet the Continental Army 
at the battle of Edge Hill. The battle occurred on Edge Hill Road and 
Easton Road on December 7, 1777. It was mainly a small skirmish. 
Since the terrain made it difficult for large numbers of British forces to 
engage in the fight, the British never took Edge Hill. The next time you 
drive, walk, or stand at the corner of Easton and Edge Hill Road, think 
of the history that was made there.

Did You Know?

By Dionna Dash

Have you ever heard your teacher say something that seemed odd 
or funny? This section is devoted to providing funny quotes that 
students have heard from teachers all around the building! If you 
overhear your teacher say something humorous, jot it down, and 
then let the Abingtonian editors know. You’ll see your teacher’s quote 
in next month’s issue!

Heard in Mr. Kummer’s second-period Latin class 
when Mr. Kummer was addressing a student:
“You wanna try to out-angry me?”

Heard in Mr. Hunt’s first-period English class 
when reading from Beowulf:
“‘Grendel’s mother–the hell-bride!’ Don’t call your mother that.”

Heard in Mr. Han’s fourth-period Algebra and Trigonometry class 
last year:
“I used to play games on my calculator during math class. That’s 
probably why I failed that class.” 

Heard in Mr. Tinney’s Calculus class circa 2012:
“Your calculus textbook is like the Harry Potter series. Chapter 5 is The 
Goblet of Fire. It’s the first dark one, and very anticipated.”

Heard in Mr. Penderghest’s class circa 2012:
“If my kids don’t like bacon, I’ll strangle them.”

Heard in Mr. Gillespie’s seventh-period American History class 
when he was addressing a student who had been absent:
“You weren’t here yesterday? Oh, I didn’t notice.”

Heard in Mrs. Bowles’ sixth-period Language and Composition class 
when she was discussing why a student is in her class:
“That’s why we keep him around—he understands my Spice Girls 
references and makes really good decisions.”

Heard This Month

Most of the praise of the show has to go to its young stars. In the 
tradition of the 80s movies it pays homage to—like The Goonies, E.T., 
and Stand by Me—Stranger Things has assembled a leading cast of 
children each with his or her own distinct personality and role in 
the group. As the trio of best friends, actors Finn Wolfhard, Gaten 
Matarazzo, and Caleb McLaughlin balance some of the show’s most 
emotional moments with some of its funniest, effectively endearing 
themselves to the audience. Their costar, Millie Bobby Brown, gives 
an incredible performance as the enigmatic Eleven, a young girl with 
telekinetic powers and a mysterious past.

 In the end, the writers give the audience a satisfying finish, with 
enough loose ends and unanswered questions to make them come 
back next year when season two premieres. The show has a surprising 
amount of heart and wit to balance out its heart-pounding scarier 
moments, especially towards the end, making the final episode even 
more suspenseful now that we are so invested in the characters. Though 
it will be hard to live up to a first season like this, I can’t wait to see 
what “stranger things” come next for these characters.

TV Review: Stranger Things
(Continued)



Know Science. No Stigma.
by Stephanie Waldstein 

     On October 10th, while Americans nationwide were celebrating Columbus Day, few people celebrated Mental 
Health Day. Why is this holiday pushed so far under the radar? More importantly, why is mental illness pushed so far 
under the radar? Nearly one in fi ve adults in the United States suff er from mental illnesses, such as depression and 
schizophrenia. However, due to stigmas and stereotypes, these diseases are believed to be all “in the head” when, in 
reality, they are so much more. 

     During the two weeks of the Jewish High Holidays, Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur, it is customary for Jews 
to spend time in synagogue services. As is common in any prayer service, there is a time for congregants to stand 
and pray for those who are ill and in need of healing.  As I sat in services that week, knowing that Mental Health 
Day was around the corner, I realized that every name mentioned during the service was the name of someone ill 
in the hospital. Whether it be a stroke, cancer, heart failure, etc., the person was physically and noticeably ill to the 

community. Th erefore, no one was afraid to mention the person’s name, as it is common knowledge that the person is sick. But no one said the 
name of someone struggling with mental illness.  What about your neighbor’s daughter struggling with depression, or your nephew recovering 
from rehab? Th ey do not look sick on the outside, so they are not mentioned.  In a society that stigmatizes mental issues, their names are ignored 
out of fear that their illnesses may be revealed. As this Mental Health Day passes for yet another year, it is my hope that we begin to treat mental 
health as an integral part of our well-being. Th e brain is an incredibly powerful tool that can change someone’s life in the blink of an eye.  It is up to 
us to eradicate the harmful social stigma surrounding these mental illnesses and people who suff er from them.
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by Caeden Cloud

Th e other day at work, a man walked in with a shirt that said, 
“I’m not voting for Monica’s boyfriend’s wife.” Although humorous 
on the surface, it reveals a much deeper message from the Trump 
campaign – the underlying sexism against Hillary Clinton. While the 
Billy Bush video and sexual assault allegations against the Republican 
nominee are extremely important to this election, attention should also 
be paid to Trump’s response. One of the fi rst things that Donald Trump 
said aft er the video was released was, “Bill Clinton has said far worse to 
me on the golf course, not even close.” Even prior to the release of the 
tape, Hillary was constantly attacked for the Monica Lewinsky scandal.

All of these instances are examples of a very covert sexism 
that seems to be rarely acknowledged by political commentators. It 
comes down to a very simple truth that Donald Trump cannot seem to 
understand: Hillary Clinton and Bill Clinton are two separate people. 
Holding Hillary responsible for her husband’s actions stems back to 
when women were considered nothing more than their husband’s 
property. Th is so called “criticism” is nothing less than pure hypocrisy. 
Donald Trump is currently married to his third wife; however, he 
receives far less criticism on his marital problems compared to Hillary 
on her husband’s sexual aff airs. She is completely independent from the 
actions of her husband, and it is time we start treating her, and all other 
women, as independent human beings.

It is diffi  cult to believe that the fi rst woman nominee to a major 
political party is being held down by the actions of her husband. While 
there are many substantive issues worth criticizing Clinton on, her 
spouse’s actions are not among them. Both candidates are extremely 
unlikable and many voters are left  undecided. However, Clinton is a 
woman who has dealt with sexism and misogyny her whole life. She 
has been able to overcome it and rise to some of the most powerful 
positions in the country. Trump, on the other hand, is the embodiment 
of misogyny. As more and more women continue to come forward with 
sexual assault allegations against Trump, it shouldn’t be a hard decision 
choosing the proper candidate this November.

Bill’s Clinton

by Alice Gao

In January of 2010, a magnitude 7.0 earthquake struck Haiti, 
killing over 316,000 people and leaving over 1.5 million Haitians 
homeless. Sympathetic Americans donated over $500 million to the 
Red Cross in its most successful fundraising campaign. Despite raising 
over half a billion dollars and promising to build new homes, schools, 
and roads, only six permanent houses were built. According to an 
NPR investigation, almost half the money raised went to management 
and overhead costs which resulted in poorly managed projects. Th e 
donations that went directly to charity were spent almost entirely on 
temporary shelters and food. As a result, over 85,000 Haitians today are 
still without adequate housing, electricity, or running water. 

Th e Red Cross is not the only reputable charity organization 
that has been plagued by mismanagement and scandal surrounding 
where exactly donated money ends up. Susan G. Komen for  the Cure, 
one of the most prominent breast cancer organizations in the United 
States, came under heavy criticism for pursuing legal action against 
smaller nonprofi t organizations for the usage of “for the cure” in their 
marketing, when Komen paid its CEO $684,000 in 2011. In addition, 
Komen has partnered with fast food chains and fracking organizations, 
both of which produce products that can cause breast cancer.

Th e Red Cross and Komen do contribute a lot of good to 
society. Th e most relevant metric for assessing a charity’s overall 
fi nancial eff ectiveness is the percentage of the organization’s budget that 
is actually spent on all the programs and services the charity delivers, 
and in this area the Charity Navigator charity evaluation site gives 
Komen an 80.3 rating (as well as a 96.0 rating for Accountability & 
Transparency). Charity Navigator does rank many other breast cancer 
charities higher than Susan G. Komen for the Cure, however. 

When Hurricane Matthew tore through the southeastern states, 
the Red Cross was on the scene, ready to provide aid, shelter, and 
disaster relief. However, projects aimed towards alleviating disasters in 
developing nations are oft en mismanaged and lead to millions of dollars 
being wasted on short-term, ineff ective strategies. 

By no means does this mean that the Red Cross or Komen are 
malicious scams; however, you should think twice the next time iTunes 
prompts you to donate to the Red Cross in the name of Hurricane 
Matthew relief to Haiti. Websites like charitywatch.org can help 
donors make an informed choice of where to put their money so that 
their donations are not squandered. In addition to information as to 
how donations are allocated, these websites provide alternative, more 
trustworthy nonprofi ts.

Follow the Money, See 
Where it Goes
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by Kristen Sparhawk
There is a clear front-runner in this election, and she is the 

same person who won both debates: Hillary Clinton. Even prior to 
the second debate, Clinton was already in a dominant position, and 
she remained ahead in the polls following it. It is clear that Trump has 
already lost the election. During the debate, Clinton’s strategy was to 
remain composed and play it safe, while Trump self-implodes. Clinton 
was tactful and disciplined, answering questions with substance in 
stark contrast to the redundant and unintelligible manner in which 
Trump circumvented real issues. People may not have agreed with 
Hillary’s responses regarding issues of taxation, foreign policy, and 
healthcare, but at least those answers were comprehensible. When the 
topics focused on policy rather than scandal, Trump’s lack of knowledge 

became apparent. When Trump 
was asked about the specifics 
of his healthcare proposals, he 
provided little actual detail and 
said, “The plans are going to be so 
good.”  When the questions circled 
around his morality, he somehow 
managed to divert the discussion 
to, “I’m gonna knock the heck 
out of Isis.” He refused to directly 
answer most questions. In the few 
cases when he did, his answers 
lacked substance. Clinton on the 
other hand, focused on her career 

achievements and emphasized her support from Michelle Obama and 
Sen. Bernie Sanders. 

Two notable moments for Trump was when he revealed that had 
not talked to his running mate, Mike Pence, about Syria and claimed 
that he actually disagreed with him on what needed to be done.  Instead 
of focusing on his own ability to become President and displaying his 
knowledge on the subject matters, he continuously brought up and 
repeated Clinton’s email scandal and her HUSBAND’S past. Trump’s 
demise was, once again, solidified when he admitted that he took the 
$916 million deduction and avoided taxes, and responded “Of course I 
do,” when asked if he took advantage of tax loopholes.

Trump may have lost the debate and this election, but the real 
losers are the American people. Trump’s candidacy sets a deplorable 
example for our nation’s children. During the debate, Donald dismissed 
his own sexist comments as “locker room talk.” By justifying his own 
demeaning words towards women, he shows young men that it is okay 
to treat women as objects or possessions rather than as human beings. 
If it is okay for a man running for President of the United States to say 
these disgusting things, males across the country are going to think it’s 
okay for them to do the same. This attitude enforces a culture that puts 
down women and makes them feel inferior to their male counterparts. 

Trump’s xenophobic comments toward many – especially 
Muslims and Mexicans – enforce the discriminatory idea that it is okay 
to judge people on how they look rather than how they are as a person. 
We should teach our youth to embrace difference and to realize that just 
because someone looks different or practices a different religion doesn’t 
make them a “bad” person. Instead of “Making America Great Again,” 
Trump is encouraging prejudice and eroding many years of social 
progress.

Hillary Won, But 
America Lost

By CJ Petetti

 Following a leaked Access Hollywood tape of Donald Trump 
making horrific comments about women, it was crucial for Trump to 
do well in the second presidential debate. While pundits speculated 
that this tape marked the implosion of the Trump campaign, Trump’s 
outstanding performance put his seemingly doomed campaign back in 
the race. Before the debate, Trump emphasized Clinton’s hypocrisy in 
attacking him by holding a press conference with four women who had 
accused Bill Clinton of sexual assault. 
 From the very beginning, Trump was put at a disadvantage as 
the two moderators, MarthaRaddatz and Anderson Cooper, constantly 
sided with his opponent. At one point, it seemed like the debate was be-
tween Raddatz and Trump rather than Clinton 
and Trump.
 When the moderators asked about the 
recently leaked tapes, Trump effectively man-
aged to deflect the accusations and, instead, went 
on the offense against Hillary bypointing out 
Bill Clinton’s horrible treatment of women and 
Hillary’s role in attacking and trying to silence 
her husband’s accusers. Trump also emphasized 
Clinton’s untrustworthiness by criticizing her us-
age of a private server.In a clear contrast to Clin-
ton, the Republican nominee’s quick one-liners, 
such as,“Well, you would be in jail,” made a clear 
impression on the viewers. Historically, simple 
catchphrases have boosted candidate’s support. Throughout the debate, 
Trump continued to counter Secretary Clinton’s attacks. 
 Many ordinary Americans have been extremely discouraged 
and disillusioned by this election. However, this election is vital to the 
future of our country. Up to four Supreme Court seats could be filled by 
the next president. If Hillary Clinton is elected, the Court could have a 
liberal majority for decades. With a Democratic president and a Dem-
ocratic court, there is little anyone could do to stop the proposals of 
Clinton.With the future of our country at stake, this election is unlike 
any other.

The Second Debate Saved 
Trump’s Campaign

MAKE YOUR VOICE HEARD! 

COME TO A MEETING IN ROOM 240

THE FIRST WEDNESDAY OF EVERY MONTH

OR E-MAIL US AT

pearllilydavis@gmail.com OR pcvbjr@gmail.com .
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by Roni Fishbein

 It is finally time. Time to cease with the jokes and ridicule. Time 
to give Sam Hinkie the respect that he deserves. It is time. Joel Embiid is 
ready to play, and he’s ready to dominate.

 Embiid, the 76ers’ 3rd overall pick in the 2014 NBA Draft, is 
finally healthy after two long years of extensive rehab on his surgically 
repaired right foot and has seen his first NBA game action this 
preseason. In his first five games, Embiid has amassed “per 36” averages 
of 26.9 points, 16.0 rebounds, and 3.4 blocks. Per 36 is a stat used to 
show what a player would average per game if he were a full-time 
starter, based on his statistics. Although Embiid won’t be playing 36 
minutes out of the gate, these statistics show his massive upside once his 
minutes restrictions disappear deep into this season or at the beginning 
of the 2017-18 campaign.

 Not only does Embiid showcase impressive stats thus far, but 
his play has certainly passed the eye test. Embiid, who is 7’2” and 269 
weighs pounds, is noticeably bigger than everyone else on the court 
and seems to be able to get into the lane at will. Embiid is a matchup 
nightmare in the paint because he can score and cause fouls. Embiid, 
unlike most NBA bigs, has excellent touch from the free throw line, 
and so he makes teams pay for their fouls nearly 80% of the time. 
Embiid’s touch doesn’t end there, though; he has taken and made several 
deep twos and even a three-pointer so far this preseason. Embiid can 
bully opposing defenses from the paint, the charity stripe, and the 
perimeter, and by the way, his defense isn’t too shabby either. Embiid has 
showcased outstanding timing on blocks throughout the preseason and 
looks to be ready to step into the role that coach Brett Brown has laid 
out for him, “crown jewel” of the defense.

 As 76ers fans know all too well, NBA bigs tend to be one-
dimensional; either defensive stalwarts like Nerlens Noel or refined 
offensive weapons like Jahlil Okafor. Joel Embiid is the best of both 
worlds, and he is ready to be the face of the 76ers franchise.

Joel Embiid: Future 
Superstar

The Ben Simmons Injury
by Timmy Gallagher

On June 23, 2016 the Philadelphia 76ers drafted Ben Simmons as the first overall pick in the 2016 
NBA draft. By drafting the Australian-born Simmons, the 76ers put almost all of their hopes for future 
success into a single person. Simmons had solid numbers his freshman season at LSU, averaging 19.2 
points per game with a .560 shooting percentage. 

Most Sixers fans were happy about the pick and were confident in Simmons’ ability to grow 
into a future star and leader.  However, they were also somewhat wary of the possibility of an injury to 
Simmons, which would hamper the team’s hope to transition into a perennial contender. Sixers fans had 
seen the team’s previous three top picks, Nerlens Noel, Joel Embiid, and Jahlil Okafor miss extended time 
with injury and simply hoped that this scenario would not repeat itself. Throughout Simmons’ first few 
weeks as a Sixer, he continued to improve and showed great promise in his Summer League games.

On September 30, however, during the Sixers final training camp scrimmage, Simmons rolled 
his right ankle and had to sit out the rest of practice. Sixers fans’ worst nightmare proved true when it 
was soon revealed that Simmons had, in fact, suffered a fracture of the fifth metatarsal bone of his right 
foot. Later, it was determined that he would most likely be unable to play for three to four months. This 
news was a devastating blow to Sixers fans, who have already been plagued over the last several years by 
injured stars and key rookies.

Despite a seemingly devastating injury, a glimmer of hope exists. Two current stars, Pau Gasol 
and Kevin Durant, both have suffered similar injuries and came back and performed equally as well as 
before they sustained the injury. For now, the extent of Simmons’ injury is really unknown, and whether 
or not he will fulfill the dreams of Sixers fans all over the region is still to be determined.

JUMP BALL
Writers' poll:    Jordan  Denish:  18

how many games   matt  federman:  26

will the 76ers win   roni  fishbein:   34

this season?    timmy gallagher:  18

by Jordan Denish

 After six months and upwards of 170 games of baseball, two 
teams remain in the battle to become World Series Champions.  
Cleveland and Chicago have made it to baseball’s greatest stage.  One 
of these teams will break their fretful championship droughts; they 
combine for the two longest in baseball.  The Indians won their last 
World Series in 1948, while the Cubs have been waiting since 1908 for 
another title. 

The Cleveland Indians enter the World Series having only lost 
one game in October.  After sweeping the Boston Red Sox and defeating 
the Toronto Blue Jays in five games, the team has advanced to the World 
Series for the first time since 1997.  Despite injuries, the Tribe’s pitching 
has been fantastic, allowing just 15 runs in 7 games.  Ace Corey Kluber 
has been dominant with two wins and a 0.98 ERA in three starts this 
postseason.  The team is also hoping that all-star starting pitcher Danny 
Salazar can return to the club this series.  Cody Allen and Andrew 
Miller lead a bullpen that has just a 1.68 ERA thus far.  Allen and Miller 
have combined for 19.1 scoreless innings with 33 strikeouts.  Shortstop 
Francisco Lindor leads the team with a .323 AVG and two homeruns.   

The Chicago Cubs’ path to the World Series has been filled with 
more drama.  After defeating the San Francisco Giants with multiple 
late comebacks in the Division Series, the Cubs faced the Los Angeles 
Dodgers.  Chicago lost the first two games of the series when the offense 
vanished, but the team managed to win three straight games for the 
National League Pennant.  The rotation is headlined by Jake Arrieta, last 
year’s Cy Young, lefty Jon Lester, and Kyle Hendricks, the league-leader 
in ERA.  The offense features power bats Kris Bryant and Anthony 
Rizzo as well as Javier Baez, who has been a spark this postseason.  The 
Cubs are also hoping for power bat Kyle Schwarber to return after 
tearing two ligaments in his left knee in April.  Flamethrower Aroldis 
Chapman and Hector Rondon have been impressive out of the bullpen 
this year. 

The 2016 World Series features several interesting stories in the 
world of sports.  The Cubs will attempt to break their infamous “curse.”  
This curse involves a man who intended to bring his billy goat to a Cubs 
World Series game in 1945.  After being rejected by the ushers, the fan 
supposedly cursed the Cubs from ever winning a World Series.  The 
curse finally has a chance to be broken, as the Cubs are the favorite to 
become the Champions.  Also, Cleveland has a chance to continue its 
dominance in the sports world.  After a 50-year drought in Cleveland 
sports, the Cavaliers won the NBA title this summer.  Cleveland 
will attempt to win two major sports championships in a row.  My 
prediction is that the Chicago Cubs will win the World Series with the 
hitting, pitching, and defense that allowed them to win the most games 
in baseball this year.  The final days of the 2016 baseball season will be 
very exciting as the Indians and Cubs compete to become champions of 
baseball.     

A Drought Will End


