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France’s High-Stakes

Farewell, Retirees! We Wish You Well!

We would also like to thank 
the following retiring staff  
members for their outstanding 
committments to Abington 
Senior High School:  Mr. David 
Torresani, a physical education 
teacher at the High School, 
who has served Abington for 21 
years; Ms. Dawn Bothwell, an 
administrative assistant at the 
High School, who has served 
Abington for 25 years; Ms. 
Florence Dougherty, an aide 
at the High School, who has 
served Abington for 28 years.

Mr. McCuen came to Abington High School as the Supervisor of Athletics in 
1986. He served in that capacity until the 1993-94 school years at which time he was 
appointed to the position of Assistant Principal. During the 2007-2008 school year, 
Mr. McCuen was named Associate Principal of the Senior High School.

He received his Bachelors of Science Degree from Ursinus College where he 
was a four year varsity athlete and co-captain of the then record-setting soccer team. 
He then coached at Ursinus College as an assistant to the head soccer coach for two 
years. Mr. McCuen spent seven years at Open Door Christian Academy as a teacher, 
coach, Athletic Director, Development Director and middle school disciplinarian. 
He also coached soccer and soft ball at Upper Dublin High School.

Mr. McCuen has three adult children and has been married to his wife 
Joyce for thirty-one years. Mr. McCuen’s family continues to grow. Marriages and 
grandchildren are now an exciting new part of family life. Mr. McCuen’s hobbies 
include anything athletic, gardening, travel, snorkeling and the pursuit of knowledge, 
wisdom and understanding.

His fondest memory of his tenure at Abington? Although there have been 
many great moments over the past 31 years, Mr. McCuen vividly recalls the opening 
of Schwarzman Stadium and the fi rst on-campus graduation that took place there 
that year. 

Mr. McCuen has given a lot to Abington Senior high School and the 
Abington community, and we wish him  the best in his retirement!

Th ank You For Your ‘Service’!
By Rachel Miller

On July 21, 2017, Abington School District will say goodbye to its service learning 
facilitator, Mrs. Mary Rodgers. Mrs. Rodgers has been working with students and outside 
groups to provide service learning options to students at Abington for twenty-six years.

Th roughout her years at Abington, Mrs. Rodgers has coordinated events with groups 
like MANNA, Philabundance, and H2O for Life. Abington students assisted these groups 
with soup kitchens and fundraisers to send supplies to areas in need.

Even as a child, Mrs. Rodgers served others. As an eight-year-old, she organized an 
entire fair to help raise money for an orphanage in Korea, which is not something many 
people can claim. In addition to serving the world community, Rodgers has hiked a plethora 
of trails and mountains, including the entirety of the Appalachian Trail, which is a 2,200-
mile track. She has also hiked a volcano in Guatemala and some mountains in Canada and 
New England. Since a knee replacement in 2008, Mrs. Rodgers has hiked less, taking up kayaking instead.

In refl ection on her time at Abington, Mrs. Rodgers says that it has been “a real joy” to work with students in helping others. She loves 
when the school building is still full of students at 5:00 p.m. for aft er-school sports, clubs, and music because it means that students want to be 
there. Mrs. Rodgers particularly enjoys watching students learn by working, when “the light goes on.”

Mrs. Rodgers departs Abington to move to Richmond, Virginia, with her family. Her plans include becoming a full-time grandmother 
and family person. Th ough she will no longer work to unite students with service groups, her legacy at Abington will live on in the students she 
helped—and in those they helped together. Th ank you, Mrs. Rodgers, and congratulations on your well-deserved retirement!

SENIOR EXAMS: 
Thurs., 6/8 (Periods 1, 3, 7)
Friday, 6/9 (Periods 2, 4, 8)
Monday, 6/12 (Periods 5, 6)

GRADUATION: 
Wednesday, 6/14
7pm  in the stadium
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By Dennis Phan
 After a tense election season, Emmanuel Macron has won the 2017 French presidential 
election. Political commentators speculate that the result will dramatically affect the EU. 
Indeed, Macron’s election will play a major role in deciding the EU’s fate, especially amidst the 
controversy of Russian meddling in the election.

During the first round of the election on April 23rd, voters chose from among eleven 
candidates, and the two most popular were Macron and Marine Le Pen. Macron, 39, is a 
former banker and Minister of Economy and Finance, while Le Pen, 48, leads the far-right 
National Front party, which her father founded in the 1970s.

Although Le Pen and Macron received the two highest vote counts, neither received a 
majority of the vote, so they faced off once more on May 7th. Before this second round, some 
French citizens complained that they were being asked to choose between two candidates they 
did not support, and some polls showed that about a quarter of France’s electorate considered 
abstaining from the vote. Turnout nationwide was expected to reach 75%, down slightly from 
previous votes. In the end, however, Macron won the election with 65% of the vote, leaving Le 
Pen with 35% of the vote.

After Le Pen admitted defeat, she claimed the country’s political reorganization as a 
victory for her and her party. Meanwhile, Macron stated that the country had “turned a new 
page in our long history. I want it to be a page of renewed hope and trust.” Despite his victory, 
pre-election polls showed that most of Macron’s supporters saw themselves voting against 
Le Pen rather than for him. The mood of France has been upbeat for many of its citizens, 
but disappointment and discontentment still linger as the people wait to see what Macron’s 
administration has in store for France.

Macron Dominates in France

By Emily Goldfarb

Pointe, Claw by Amber Keyser captures the lives of two separated childhood friends, Dawn McCormick and Jessie Vale, as they come of 
age. Jessie is every mother’s perfect child. Chic, beautiful, and independent, she’s a talented ballet dancer with the chance to become a professional. 
Yet hidden beneath that flawless exterior is her obdurate family who refuses to acknowledge her passion as a realistic career choice. On the other 
hand, Dawn is her mother’s worst nightmare. Despite participating in a college course that, if she passes, will guarantee Dawn a college education 

at Stanford, she is nothing but a disappointment to her egocentric mother. She isn’t 
the frilly, girly princess her mother wants or the obedient, invisible daughter her 
stepfather wants. On the surface these two teenagers have lost the bond that they 
once held so sacred. However, when fate offers a second chance for these friends to 
reunite, their bond and love for each other only strengthens.

Jessie and Dawn were best friends growing up until they were ripped from 
each other’s arms when Jessie’s family spontaneously moved away. Eight years passed 
and, as they adjusted to living without each other, they developed into unique 
individuals who possess entirely new personalities. It isn’t until Jessie enrolls at 
the Ballet des Arts, a prestigious ballet program for adolescents that has launched 
the careers of many renowned ballet dancers, that Jessie and Dawn live close to 
one another again. Jessie desperately wants to earn a permanent spot in the Ballet 
des Arts program, but mere hope will not help her beat the competition. After 
the final performances of the year, only two dancers from this training program 
will be brought into the company permanently, and this is Jessie’s last opportunity 
to succeed before she turns 18. If she fails, her parents will oblige her to give up 
ballet and obtain a professional job. Just as Jessie feels like she is on the verge of 
a breakthrough, she is selected to dance in the less prestigious of the final pieces. 
Even more unnerving, she is suddenly reunited with Dawn via phone conversation. 
As Jessie struggles to maintain her composure, she is riddled with concern over 
reconnecting with Dawn.

Meanwhile, Dawn has been struggling with blackout episodes wherein 
she cannot control what she does or where she goes. Doctors are baffled by her 
condition, which results in no diagnosis. Unbeknownst to her mother, Dawn has 
kept a meticulous record of her blackout episodes, and she starts to notice patterns 
in her condition. Unfortunately, Dawn cannot tell a soul about her findings until she 
reunites with Jessie. Both girls are no longer the carefree nine-year-olds they once 
were, but as they spend more time together, they find their love for one another 
is as strong as it once was. With Dawn’s blackouts increasing in both severity and 
frequency, the girls’ lives climax on the opening night of Jessie’s grand performance.

While I thought the transitions between Jessie and Dawn were executed well, 
I did find the overall book to fall a little flat. The ending elicited more questions than 

answers, and Dawn’s mental state was never clearly defined. However, the reunion between Dawn and Jessie seemed to be well constructed, and it 
felt genuine. I would recommend this book to any realistic fiction lover or for anyone who enjoys ballet.

Pointe, Claw Review: A Tale of Two Friends
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TOP 10 STEVEN 
SPIELBERG MOVIES 
By Jimmy Touey & The Ghost Detective 
 
Steven Spielberg is one of the most acclaimed and influential 
filmmakers of all time. For more than forty years, he has created some 
of the most iconic and groundbreaking movies ever to grace the silver 
screen. He’s an innovator whose work spans a plethora of genres from 
family-friendly science fiction films to brutally violent war epics. 
Without further ado, we give you the ten greatest films that Spielberg 
has ever directed. 

Honorable Mentions: 
The Color Purple (1985) 
Minority Report (2002) 
Catch Me if You Can (2002) 
Munich (2005) 
Indiana Jones and the Temple of Doom (1984) 

10. Bridge of Spies (2015) 
Bridge of Spies may be one of the most recent films on the list, but it is 
nothing to overlook. Based on a true story, this film tells the story of a 
lawyer named James Donovan, played by Tom Hanks, who defends a 
Russian spy in court. However, when an American spy is captured in 
the U.S.S.R., the C.I.A. recruits Donovan to make a deal, trading the 
Russian spy for the American spy. Set amidst the tension between the 
U.S and The Soviet Union during the Cold War, the film is filled with 
tension and mistrust. Spielberg does an amazing job of capturing that 
tense environment.

 
9. Close Encounters of the Third Kind (1977) 
Close Encounters of the Third Kind is a film about humanity that’s 
disguised as a run-of-the-mill science fiction film. Throughout history, 
people have wondered if life exists outside of our planet, and if it 
does, what the intentions of the other life forms would be—but Close 
Encounters was pretty revolutionary at the time of its release for its 
portrayal of aliens as peaceful explorers as opposed to the blood-
hungry conquerors that the media usually portrayed them as. Add 
a classic score from John Williams and you have yourself one of the 
greatest science fiction films ever made. 
 
8. Lincoln (2012) 
Lincoln takes on quite a challenge: it’s not easy to tell a man’s whole life 
story. And Abraham Lincoln was the one man who could heal a nation 
so divided that it was killing itself in war. This film focuses on Lincoln 
as he passes the 13th Amendment to abolish slavery and puts an end to 
the Civil War. The film does a great job of showing us Lincoln the man 
rather than the legacy. We see how he interacted with people, what his 
personality was like, and how he spoke. It succeeds in its goal of not 
just telling a great story, but also doing justice to one of the greatest 
presidents of all time.

(continued on page 4)

By Melissa Denish
The set list was printed and placed throughout the room, on 

white paper with black ink. I was in seven out of the total 18 songs: in 
one I was playing piano, in four I was singing backup vocals, in one 
I was singing the lead part, and in the last number I singing onstage 
with everyone else. How did I earn this gig? I was a part of an after-
school program called School of Rock, or SOR for short. Most people 
have heard of this program from the Jack Black movie bearing the 
same name. And, initially, that is all I knew about the program too. I 
had friends who had participated in it, but the idea of joining myself 
did not dawn on me at first. “How did this change?” you may wonder. 
It all started when I was invited to a show—to a David Bowie show, 
meaning all the songs in it were either performed or written by Bowie 
himself. As you can guess, I enjoyed the experience. The essence of 
SOR is this: a group of kids ranging from elementary school–age to 
high school–age rotate between songs, performing them exactly as 
they were recorded years earlier by the legendary rock gods before our 
time. 
 The show I got involved with was a Queen show. Queen in my 
favorite band, and it has been since I was around 11 years old. When 
my parents saw the Bowie show with me, their immediate reaction 
was, “Melissa, you could do this.” I didn’t realize that my joining a SOR 
program would actually materialize. As it was, I was pretty busy. They 
don’t lie when they say that junior year is one of the hardest, with the 
workload adding up to days of stress. Regardless, my mom tirelessly 
researched SOR programs in my area. When she saw that there was a 
Queen show, she knew that I had to be a part of it. 
The SOR program I joined was in Doylestown, about 45 minutes away 
from the Abington area. Joining meant that I spent my entire Monday 
nights either in, or traveling to/from, Doylestown. It was a hefty 
time commitment. I received vocal/piano lessons from my teacher, 
Amanda, who, interestingly, is an Abington graduate herself. At 
first, I was having some trouble. Many of the songs had already been 
assigned to other students, and I did not know as much as the other 
participants. I was amazed by how talented they were, especially the 
kids that were 13 years old and younger.
(continued on page 5)

My Experience Onstage

By the Ghost Detective  
 Time is a mysterious thing. When we want the day to end we wish 
it would speed up, but when we want it to speed up, it just slows down. 
When we have a paper to write and we need more time, the time we do 
have seems to whiz by. Time is a wild animal sometimes. It doesn’t listen. 
Crazy things can happen when you mess with it. Say, for example, you 
accidently travel through time and end up in 1955. If you’re not careful, 
you may do something disastrous, like accidently stop your parents from 
getting together, thus causing you to cease to exist. This is the case for 
Marty McFly in the 1985 film Back to the Future. 
 Hello! For the past school year, I’ve been writing under the alias 
of “the Ghost Detective.” In this article, I’d like to reveal my real name: 
Albert Jombe. The reason I’m so fixated on time is because it’s running 
out for me. I’m graduating this year, and the future seems unpredictable. 
To get my mind off that, I wanted to write about my favorite film, Back 
to the Future. It’s not a blockbuster movie that started the first cinematic 
universe. It didn’t teach people about an epidemic like AIDS. However, it 
takes charge of its time. The film tells the story of Marty McFly, a classic 
slacker, who accidentally gets in so much trouble that he risks ending 
his own life. Marty conquers the challenges he faces with ingenuity and 
humour. He brings his parents back together and saves his life with the 
help of the incredibly magnificent Dr. Emmett Brown. One key message 
from this film is that we all make mistakes. We cannot always make our 
lives perfect, but we can change the future for the better. When I’m feeling 
down, this film always brings me back up, and that is why it has stayed my 
favorite movie despite all the other great films I’ve watched over the years. 
 Farewell, and thank you for an amazing year of helping me be the 
Ghost Detective.

Time and Back to the Future
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7. Jurassic Park (1993) 
Jurassic Park broke new ground in 1993. It was the first film to ever 
gross $1 billion at the box office and one of the first films to feature 
computer-generated effects on a large scale. Perhaps the most 
impressive thing about the film is how well it holds up more than 20 
years after its release. The dinosaurs still look realistic, the characters are 
still charming, and it retains the intensity that made it such a classic in 
the first place. One listen to the T. rex’s iconic roar could send shivers 
down the audience’s spines in the 90s as well as in the 2010s. 
 
6. Indiana Jones and the Last Crusade (1989) 
As the second-to-last film in the Indiana Jones series, Indiana Jones and 
the Last Crusade was a masterpiece. It brought the iconic Sean Connery 
into the series as Indiana’s father, and his scenes with star Harrison Ford 
are hilarious, interesting, and heartwarming. It brings back everything 
we love about the Indiana Jones movies—the action, the characters, and 
the adventure—and as a film, it belongs in a museum. 

 

5. Jaws (1975) 
Spielberg was a 28-year-old kid at the time when Jaws hit theatres. No 
one really knew much about him, but he made sure that people knew 
his name after his shark thriller was released. There are no words to 
describe the impact that Jaws had on the movie industry. At a time 
when no one really went to the theaters during the summer season, the 
film was an enormous event that single-handedly invented the summer 
blockbuster. Despite being more than forty years old, the movie holds 
up remarkably well in all categories. The characters are just as relatable, 
John Williams’s score is just as chilling, and the terror is just as real as it 
was in 1975.

4. Raiders of the Lost Ark (1981) 
Raiders of the Lost Ark in one word is iconic. From the scene in which 
Indiana Jones carefully tries to swap the golden idol for a bag of sand, 
to the scene in which he runs from the boulder, to the classic line “Why 
did it have to be snakes?”, this film is unforgettable. For the first time, 
the talents of George Lucas and Steven Spielberg came together to make 
this beloved film, paying tribute to the serials they both grew up with as 
children. This film amplifies what Spielberg does best: its characters are 
entertaining and relatable, its shots are beautiful, and its action is well 
done. It’s definitely one of Spielberg’s best.

TOP 10 STEVEN SPIELBERG MOVIES 
 
3. Schindler’s List (1993) 
Prior to making Schindler’s List, many of Spielberg’s critics labeled 
him as too “family friendly” and too emotionally manipulating. 
This is the project with which Spielberg reinvented himself as a 
filmmaker. Representing an event as devastating as the Holocaust on 
the big screen was a daunting task. How does one display an event so 
terrifying and gruesome without making it absolutely unwatchable? 
Somehow Spielberg managed to create a film that is both depressing 
and uplifting at the same time. 
 
2. Saving Private Ryan (1998) 
Saving Private Ryan is a film that holds nothing back. Its opening 
20 minutes of D-Day reenactment are so gory and frightening that 
they put most modern horror films to shame. Despite the gore on the 
film’s surface, its characters are not only relatable but also realistic, 
adding depth with their genuine human flaws. Tom Hanks plays 
the captain of the team who feels guilty for the deaths of his men. 
He strives to save Private Ryan because it is his duty, teaching Ryan 
and all of us to live our lives meaningfully because we never know 
when they will end. It is not an easy film to watch, yet it is a great and 
important one; it recognizes the pain and the sacrifices soldiers had 
to go through during World War II. When you are done watching it, 
you will never forget what it means to be a soldier.

 
 
1. E.T. the Extra-Terrestrial (1982) 
When most people think of a Steven Spielberg movie, usually 
the first thing that pops into their mind is the image of a 
little boy riding his bicycle across the moon. That one image 
encapsulates everything that makes Spielberg one of the 
greatest filmmakers to ever live. It also helps that the image is 
just a single portion in what many consider to be the greatest 
movie he ever made. A film that is very simple in concept 
yet so very compelling in its execution, E.T. is a film that 
represents all the magic and wonder of childhood. The movie 
can be funny, sad, scary, heartwarming, and heartbreaking 
all at the same time. An immortal classic about the power 
of companionship, E.T. is our pick for the greatest Steven 
Spielberg movie of all time.
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Hey word puzzle lovers! Frustrated with life? Well, sit back, relax, and 
fi ll out a wordlink. You play by creating a chain of compound words 
from the fi rst word all the way to the last. Th e fi rst and second word 

link to make a compound word, like in this example: Guitar and string 
connect to make guitar string, string links with band to make string 

band, and band and camp link to form band camp. Some of the words 
even have letters fi lled in to help you out!

Th ink you solved the puzzle? Print your name at the bottom, cut out 
your completed wordlink, and drop it off  at the Wordlink box sitting 

on the Abingtonian box in the library. YOU WILL BE ENTERED 
INTO A DRAWING TO WIN A PRIZE! Winners will be announced 

on the aft ernoon announcements! Best of luck!

DEAD
__ __ __

__ A __ __
__ A __ E __

__ __ __
__ A __

__ __ __ __ LE
BARS

NAME:____________________

By Dionna Dash

Heard  This 
      Month WORDLINK

by Dionna Dash
1. Watching movies in AP classes after 

AP tests are fi nished
2. Committing to a college
3. Wearing shorts
4. The smell of fl owers in the air
5. Preparing for prom!
6. Listing all the books you want to read 

over the summer
7. Mango (the food and the SNL sketch)
8. Smiling at strangers and seeing them 

smile back at you
9. When you go outside at night and it’s 

still warm

10. The knowledge that you have survived 
sophomore/junior/senior  year

10 Things to Be 
Happy About in May

 My main objective was to sing lead vocals. With the help of 
an amazing director and Amanda, I was assigned to sing the lead 
on “Sheer Heart Attack.” Honestly, I was not content with this song 
choice. It is one of Queen’s more punkish pieces, and is painful to 
listen to, as the microphone eff ects in the recorded version are loud 
and obnoxious. However, I took the challenge and learned the song. 

‘Twas the night of the fi rst show, and I was getting anxious. I 
kept looking at the set list, awaiting my turn. Th e lead vocal part was 
what made me most nervous. You see, I sing all the time, everywhere. 
Many of you reading this have probably heard me sing along to 
something in the past. But this was diff erent. I would have to stand 
in front of many people and be compared to the other performers. 
Additionally, I would not be performing my song choice; “Sheer Heart 
Attack” was not suited for my voice. 

It came my time to go on stage, to sing the lead vocals. I was 
scared that when I opened my mouth, all that would come out would 
be a croak, like a frog. But, contrary to my fears, I did perfectly fi ne. 
My parents were impressed, and the next night I was able to proceed 
to the stage with much more confi dence. My dad even confi ded in me 
that he cried at my fi rst song, seeing how happy I was. I did it, and I 
am glad that I joined the SOR program. 

What did I learn? Th at I should take every opportunity I 
encounter to do something that I enjoy; that I should explore my 
interests, even those that about which I have doubts or reservations; 
and that I need to do in order to learn.

My Experience Onstage
(continued from page 3)

Ever heard your teacher say something that seemed 
odd or funny? This section is devoted to providing 
funny quotes that students have heard from teachers! 

If you overhear your teacher say something humorous, 
jot it down, and then let the Abingtonian editors know. 
You’ll see your teacher’s quote in next month’s issue!

         “You know that course selection thing 
           I asked you to fi ll out that you didn’t 
       have to put your name on? That’s a problem.”
                              -Mr. Spencer

            “I’m ignoring you like I ignore the voices.”
                              -Mrs. Karcher

        “Ignorance is bliss until it leads to your death.”
                              -Mr. Gillespie

    “We’re going forward; historians never look back.”
                            -Mr. O’Donnell

         “If you don’t believe me, run into a wall.”
             -Mr. Jacobs on Newton’s Third Law

              “It was the ‘70s. We didn’t get sick.”
                              -Mr. Kummer

           “And we have rainbows and unicorns
              dancing around with dollar signs.”
          -Mr. Banks on the economy
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By Chris Van Buren

 Starting in 2018, Abington 
Senior High School is set to 
undergo extensive construction and 
renovations.  The primary addition 
of the project is a new math and 
science building that will stand in 
what is now the marching band 
practice field.  The blueprints of this 
plan reveal the formation of two new 
courtyards within the new wing as 
well as the addition of a basketball 
court adjacent the present gym.  The 
new wing will stand two stories tall 
with a grand entrance and seemingly 
plenty of room for innovation, so 
The Abingtonian opened a suggestion 
box to poll students’ ideas of how 
the school can improve from the 
construction.
 The most common response 
revolved around study space.  
Students want “a cool place for kids 
to hang during lunch or study halls,” 
along with “more access to teacher 
resources.”  The School Board’s presentation of the project features an 
“outdoor learning center” and a “student think tank” within the science 
wing addition.  Perhaps one or both of these could serve the students’ 
wants. 
 Secondly, students expressed desire to improve air conditioning 
throughout the school.  Especially in the S-wing and language hall, 
temperatures currently fluctuate drastically.  September and late spring 
can be brutally hot, and the winter tends to be equally as cold in these 
classrooms.  
 Other ideas included a greenhouse, which would serve as an 
upgrade from the dead plants in the loft that was previously the senior 
lounge.  And, passionately as ever, Abington students would also like 
“more room to pillow the polo,” at least until it is banned again.

Students Want Study Space and Air 
Conditioning from High School Construction 

By Alice Gao

Every so often, the supposed “truth” about the origin of our modern school schedule surfaces in conversations between students. In 
Abington and the United States, and likely across the West as a whole, the common belief is that the normal K-12 school schedule – school from 
September to June, and then summer vacation – has agricultural roots. Yet, contrary to popular belief, the origin of summer vacation as we know it 
had little to do with harvest cycles and the need for kids to work on farms during the hot summer months. 
 In rural and agricultural areas, school on the agrarian calendar consisted of not a long summer vacation, but rather of a short winter term 
and short summer term. Schools were closed during the spring and fall when the need to assist on family farms during planting and harvest was 
the highest.
 Schools in urban areas, however, had a vastly different schedule. Schools were open often for over 200 days each year, yet attendance was 
not mandatory. It was these populated and non-agricultural centers of the country that gave birth to our modern concept of summer vacation. 
Without the modern wonder of air conditioning (something this building still lacks today), classrooms were often unbearable during the summer 
months. Furthermore, the wealthy who resided in the city fled to the countryside to escape the heat and unsanitary conditions of cities during that 
period. Thus, schools opted to remain closed for a long block of times during the summer.
 Yet, while the theoretical musings on the agrarian origins of the modern summer vacation are farfetched, they contain one important 
cornel of truth that is just as applicable now as it was the: the current schooling schedule has never been based off maximizing student benefits. 
Students, especially low income and immigrant students who do not have access to summer programs, lose retention over a long summer vacation 
and are exhausted by a grueling year. Over a century ago, when the standardized public education system was still in its infancy, a schedule 
based on convenience made sense. Today, however, we live in a society where education is absolutely vital for all kids. In an era where we have 
access to technology and knowledge about what benefits students, the focus of scheduling should be shifted away from the traditional model. It 
is undoubtedly naïve to advocate for a complete restructuring of the school year, yet perhaps it is time for schools to focus on extending breaks 
throughout the year and stop worrying about cutting back summer vacation. 

An Economic Analysis of Summer Vacation
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EDITORIALS/SPORTS
By CJ Petetti

A president’s first hundred days in office has been an important milestone since the era of Franklin D. Roosevelt. While today its 
importance is often overstated by a sensationalized media, it is still a marking of the course of a presidency. 

Despite judicial setbacks and some controversy, it is still notable that the President has carried out some of his promises to his supporters. 
Primarily, Trump has successfully appointed Neil Gorsuch the Supreme Court. Gorsuch is a man of principle who has spent his career defending 
the United States Constitution. Furthermore, Trump has managed to overcome obstacles set in place by the opposition through the usage of 
executive orders. While Congress continues to stall on important legislation, the President has used his authority to continue carrying out his 
promises, such as dismantling Obama-era regulations. The one exception to this, of course, is the passage of the American Healthcare Act by 
the House of Representatives. Trump has also continued the economic growth of this country over the past four months.  Companies are also 
investing in the US again, with companies like Walmart and General Motors all promising to create more jobs in the US. The stock market, too, 
has seen record breaking growth. 

President Trump has also done work to improve our foreign policy. He has met with world leaders, including Shinzo Abe of Japan, Xi 
Jinping, Justin Trudeau, etc. Furthermore, Trump has honored our commitment to improving humanitarian conditions, as is seen by his decision 
to bomb Syria in the aftermath of chemical attacks on civilians. While he must be wary of too much foreign involvement and perhaps seek more 
methods to compromise with Congress rather than changing the system through executive orders alone, President Trump’s first hundred days were 
a success.

President Trump’s first 100 days were exactly 
what his supporters wanted

By Roni Fishbein

On Tuesday, May 16th, the NBA held its regular draft lottery 
in Manhattan. After much talk about Magic Johnson representing the 
Lakers and Joel Embiid’s gorgeous outfit, the lottery unfolded and gave 
us the order for the 2017 NBA Draft. Ultimately, the Sixers at the end 
of the night owned the #3 overall pick, with the Lakers getting the #2 
pick, and the Boston Celtics coming away with the top selection in this 
upcoming draft. 

The Sixers were projected to come away with the #4 pick. If 
the Lakers pick fell outside the top three it would have been given to 
Philadelphia, but instead the Sixers now own the Lakers unprotected 
1st round pick in 2018. Overall, the Sixers came away winners, 
because, in my eyes, there is a fairly significant drop-off between the 
top three players in this class and the rest of the crop. Here are some 
options for the Sixers with that #3 pick:

Trade Up: Markelle Fultz is the top player in this class and fits 
the Sixers needs to a tee: a guard who can play off of Ben Simmons. 
Alas, Boston owns the #1 pick and will likely only trade it for and 
established star, a la Jimmy Butler or Paul George. The only package 
I could see Danny Ainge considering from the Sixers would have to 
include Simmons going to Boston, and that would be a disastrous deal 
for the Sixers to make.

Trade Down: With the Sixers likely to miss out on the draft’s 
top two guards, Fultz and Lonzo Ball, many are calling for them to 
trade down and take another player well-suited for the team’s needs, 
like Kentucky’s Malik Monk. If Monk is the guy, then I’d be fine with 
Colangelo making a deal to get to pick five or six in order to acquire 
another future first round pick. For my money: stay out and make the 
pick.

Trade the Pick altogether: It is no secret that Sixers’ GM Bryan 
Colangelo wants to bring a superstar to Philadelphia. Whether it be for 
Jimmy Butler or Paul George, the Sixers could package their pick along 
with 2 of their 4 first rounders in the next two drafts for a superstar. 
With building blocks like Simmons and Embiid, I think trading the 
farm for a player like George or Butler would be foolish when you can 
keep replenishing your talent with the high draft picks the team will 
have.

Make the pick: This scenario, the most probable one, is actually 
somewhat tricky. The Sixers need a shooter, which would point to 
a guy like Malik Monk or even Duke’s Jayson Tatum, but Kansas’ 
Josh Jackson is widely considered the last of this draft’s “Big Three”. 
While Jackson’s shot is still developing, he plays stifling defense, is 
unbelievably athletic, and has arguably the highest ceiling of any single 
player in this draft class. I hope the Sixers take the risk on Jackson and 
let him grow with the superstars already on the roster.

Sixers’ Draft Options
Public approval of President Donald Trump has dropped 
to its lowest level since his inauguration, according to a 
Reuters/Ipsos poll released on Friday, after Trump was 
accused of mishandling classified information and meddling 
with an FBI investigation. News of the appointment of a 
Special Counsel to investigate Russian election interference 
and potential Trump involvement was announced after the 
poll was taken. 
 
The May 14-18 opinion poll found that 38 percent of adults 
approved of Trump while 56 percent disapproved. The 

Trump Approval Drops
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By Jordan Denish

  The tennis team surprised a lot of people this season.  After losing three of its core players 
last year, it was unclear how the boys would fair with a new, younger roster and maneuvered 
lineup.  But with the regular season almost over, Abington faced Council Rock North at home 
with a chance to win a league title.  An Abington loss would have given the Suburban One League 
Title to North, while a win would give the Ghosts a share of a three-way tie for the title.

Coach Wenders knew that a victory would not be easy.  Council Rock has beaten 
Abington three times in the past two years.  However, after hearing the pregame slogans of 
“Another day, another slay” and “Let’s do some damage,” the Ghosts were relaxed and ready to 
take on their rival. Abington received two quick victories by singles players Greg Zlobinsky and 
Jordan Denish. Just days after winning the SOL Singles league title, Zlobinsky easily defeated 
North’s best player, Matt Whalen. Council Rock tied the matchup with wins in straight sets at 1st 
and 4th doubles.  The talented freshman Daniel Kliebhan then defeated Abington 2nd singles 
Isaac Rockower, 6-3 6-3, to take a 3-2 lead in the match. Yet 2nd doubles Andrew Weinstein and 
Alec Yarnoff outlasted Council Rock North in a tie-breaker in the first set to pull away with a 
close first set victory and won the second set handidly—final score 7-6, 6-1.  The matchup was 
tied 3-3 with only 3rd doubles remaining to decide the match.

After losing a tough first set in a tie-breaker, 3rd doubles Chris Van Buren and Sam Sharp 
rallied to take the second set, 7-5.  With both teams watching the final set, the Ghosts needed a 
victory to clinch a share of the league title.  However, Council Rock North took a quick 5-2 lead 
due to strong net play and Abington’s unforced errors.  However, Van Buren and Sharp relaxed 
and began to mount a comeback one point at a time.  After each point, loud cheers would erupt 
from either side of the court, but the momentum was shifting towards Abington.  The Ghosts 
rallied with three straight games and took the match to a tiebreaker that would decide the league 
champion.  Van Buren and Sharp came out firing in the tiebreaker, taking away all the suspense by 
cruising to a 7-0 victory - their final score: 6-7 7-5 7-6.  The Ghosts were League Champions!
The entire Abington team sprinted around the fence and paraded onto the court to congratulate 
Van Buren and Sharp on giving Abington their first league title in nearly a decade!

Boys’ Tennis Seizes League Title

Congratulations to twenty-one Abington 
Senior High School athletes who were 
recognized in the Intelligencer newspaper’s 
“All Intell – Sports,” special section, 
recognizing the best starring high school 
athletes in the region in several categories 
each season. 
The players of the year and first- and 
second-team honorees are selected by the 
Intelligencer sports staff with input from 
area coaches. 
Recognized from Abington were: Elizabeth 
Oleary was highlighted as Girls Basketball 
“Player of the Year” and selected for First 
Team; Kassondra Brown – Girls Basketball 
Second Team; Samantha Brusha – Girls 
Basketball Honorable Mention; 
Eric Dixon – Boys Basketball First Team; 
Robert Heath – Boys Basketball Second 
Team; Joseph O’Brien – Boys Basketball 
Honorable Mention; 
Erica Dahling – Girls Bowling First Team; 
Dana Dahling – Girls Bowling Second 
Team; 
Nicholas Turco – Boys Bowling First Team; 
Dylan Barnett – Boys Bowling Second 
Team; 
Kelly Jawork, Sianni McLeod, and Aaron 
Sooknanan – Indoor Track Honorable 
Mentions; 
Shane Rose – Wrestling Second Team; 
Marcellus Martin – Wrestling Honorable 
Mention; 
Samuel Henninger – Boys Swimming 
Second Team; Carter Myers, Nathan Suit, 
and Joseph Worek – Boys Swimming 
Honorable Mention; 
Celia Henke and Bailey Schaffer – Girls 
Swimming Honorable Mention.

Phillies Update
By Mark Kilimnik

Almost a quarter of the way through the season, the Phillies are 10 games below .500, and 4th 
in the National League East. While the Phillies low win output was expected coming into the season, 
they have flashed signs of brilliance at times this season. 

While Odubel Hererra has been inconsistent at the plate, young prospect Aaron Altheer has 
picked up the slack by hitting over .300 with 
great power. Overall, the fielding has been 
brilliant for the Phillies with the infield combo 
of Freddy Galvis and Cesar Hernandez pulling 
off some incredible middle infield plays. Galvis 
and Hernandez have also been a surprise at the 
plate, with Hernandez approaching 30 runs in 
almost as many games. 

Besides a few recent blowups, Hellickson 
and Eickhoff have anchored an otherwise 
lackluster pitching rotation. With Aaron Nola 
on the disabled list, and the inability to find 
consistency at first base, the Phillies remain a 
losing team with immense potential. However, 
the young core of the team, including third 
baseman Maikel Franco, has shown great 
improvement upon last year’s campaign along 
with constantly growing maturity. The depleted 
Phillies farm system gained some much needed 
fire-power after the Cole Hamels trade left the 
Phillies with top catching prospect Jorge Alfaro. 
Alfaro and top baseball prospect J.P. Crawford 
should develop into a spectacular core for the 
Phillies to continue to build around. 

In general, the Phillies relief pitching has 
left plenty to be desired, with Hector Neris and 
Jeanmar Gomez unable to sustain last season’s 
early success. Overall, things are looking up 
for the Phillies’ future as their young core 
has already shown great strides in terms of 
development.

Abington
Athlete 
Awards


