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Principalôs Message 
 
 Letôs Look Ahead is designed to help you make the most of your high 
school years.  We k now you realize that the selection of a program of studies is 
a serious responsibility.  What you choose to study will greatly influence your 
future. 
 
 The brief course and program descriptions included in this planning guide 
serve as an introduction to the program opportunities and options available to 
you at the high school.  We hope you will use this information as a springboard 
for discussion with your parents, counselors and teachers.  The result can and 
should be a program of studies that reflects your past record of achievement, 
your abilities and interests, and your goals. 

 
       Dr. Jeffrey S. Fecher  

BOARD OF SCHOOL DIRECTORS  
 
The outstanding quality of the educational program in the 
Abington School District through the years has been a reflection 
of the strong values that the people of the community hold for 
education.  These values are perhaps nowhere better exemplified 
than in the high standards and strong educational commitment of 
the Board of School Directors. 

 
  

Raymond McGarry, Esq. 
President 

 
Jeffrey P. Bates, Esq. 

Vice-President 
 

Susan Arnhold 
Andrea Lawful-Trainer 

Jeannette F. Maitin 
Adam Share, Esq. 
Barry J. Stupine 

Michele R. Tinsman 
S. Shirley Weiss 
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GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS 
 

Class 2012, 2013, 2014  
 
PROFICIENCY REQUIREMENTS:  In accordance with Board policy regarding Academic Proficiency 
and Requirements for Graduation, all students must demonstrate proficiency in Reading, Writing and 
Mathematics in order to graduate.   
 
As established in 22 PA Code §4.24, in order to graduate, a student must demonstrate proficiency in 
reading, writing and mathematics.  These requirements may be met in one of four ways: 
 

Achieve a level of proficiency on the 11
th
 grade Pennsylvania System of School Assessment 

(PSSA) in reading, writing and mathematics. 
 

Achieve a level of proficiency on the grade 12 PSSA retest in reading and/or mathematics 
 

Demonstrate proficiency on the local Standards-Based Assessments in reading, writing and/
or mathematics.   

 

The proficiency levels for the local Standards-Based Assessments are calculated annually 
with the intent to reflect the percent correct at the level required for proficiency on the PSSA 
assessments. 

 

Meet the expectations outlined in an IEP. 

 
CREDIT REQUIREMENTS:  To be graduated from Abington Senior High School, you must earn a mini-
mum of two hundred and ten points in grades nine, ten, eleven, and twelve and meet the course require-
ments listed below. 
 
COURSE REQUIREMENTS: Although you are encouraged to take full advantage of the broad elective 
program, you must complete the minimum subject requirements listed below: 

 
               Years   Points  
English éé.éééééééééééé...   4    40 
Social Studies (including Culminating Project)..   4    40 
Science (grades 9, 10 and 11)ééééééé.   3    30 
Mathematics (grades 9, 10 and 11)é.éééé   3    30 
Health Education (grades 9 and 12)ééééé   2      4 

2 periods per week in grades 9 and 12  
for 2 points each year 

Physical Education (grades 9 and 10)éééé   2      5 
 2 periods per week for 2, 3 points 
Physical Education (grades 11 and 12)ééé.   2      6 
  2 periods per week for 3 points each year  
Additional Electivesééééééééééé.   4     55 
   . 
Minimum Total for Graduation      4            210  
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You should note that certain elements in the required programs in social studies and English are sequential 
in nature.  Students should study one level in both of these required programs per year.  Consequently, 
students will not be permitted to take more than one full year course within English or social studies during 
the same school year unless one course is taken outside of Abington Senior High School.   Concerns 
regarding this limitation should be directed to the building principal. 
 
NOTE:  Second year ECAT students who do not achieve proficiency on the grade 11 PSSA Mathematics 
assessment may be required to undergo schedule revisions until proficiency is met.    

 

Culminating Project  
 
Students at Abington Senior High School will have the opportunity to engage in a three-year culminating 
project in their social studies classes as a result of guidelines established by the Pennsylvania Department 
of Education.  The culminating project begins in grade ten with specially developed activities that mesh 
service-learning and community exploration opportunities with the social studies curriculum.  In grade 
eleven, students will begin career exploration as related to public service and the non-profit world.  Grade 
twelve social studies students will connect their service learning activities with specific areas of interest that 
will become the focus of their individualized projects.  They will refine and develop their projects with the 
final goal of presenting an oral report and a project portfolio as evidence of satisfactory completion of the 
project.  Since the culminating project is a Pennsylvania Department of Education graduation requirement, 
Abington Senior High School students will be required to submit evidence that the culminating project 
guidelines have been achieved prior to graduation.  Please refer to our website for further details. 

 

Grade Placement  
 

TO ENTER MUST HAVE PASSED THE       MUST HAVE ACCUMULATED  
GRADE:  FOLLOWING SUBJECTS:     THE FOLLOWING CREDITS:  

 

 
        11  English (9, 10); Social Studies (9, 10);  
   Mathematics (9, 10); Science (9, 10);   
   Health & Physical Education (9)(10)       98 
 
            12  English (9, 10, 11); Social Studies (9, 10, 11); 
   Mathematics (9, 10, 11); Science (9) (10) (11);  
   Health & Physical Education (9) (10) (11)   155 

 
STUDENTS ARE REQUIRED TO SCHEDULE THE FOLLOWING MINIMUM NUMBER OF CREDITS, OR 
THE EQUIVALENT, PER SEMESTER:  
 

  9
TH

 GRADE -- 55 CREDITS 
10

TH
 GRADE -- 55 CREDITS 

11
TH

 GRADE -- 50 CREDITS 
12

TH
 GRADE -- 50 CREDITS 

TOTAL ï 210 CREDITS / GRADUATION REQUIREMENT 

 
 
 
 

     English (9); Social Studies (9);  
           10  Mathematics(9); Science (9);  
   Health &  Physical Education (9)     49  
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Class Rank  

 
Your class rank is derived from the cumulative grades during the 9

th
 through 12

th
 years.  The actual 

computation of rank occurs six times at the senior high schoolðmid-year of the 10
th
 year, the end of the 

10
th
 year, mid-year of the 11

th
 year, at the end of the 11

th
 year, mid-year of the 12

th
 year, and at the end 

of the 12
th
 year.  The mid-year of the 12

th
 year rank is used to determine the top ten percent of the 

graduating class and the selection of valedictorian and salutatorian.  All courses are included in the 
ranking with the exception of physical education and health education.   
 
Your class rank is determined by dividing grade points earned by number of credits scheduled.  Grade 
points are determined by multiplying the number of credits each course carries by the value number 
assigned to each mark.  Value numbers are:   
 

A = 4; B = 3; C = 2; D = 1; F = 0 
For example:  an A in a 10-credit course earns 40 grade points; a B in a 4 credit course earns 
12, etc. 
 

The numerical averages arrived at by dividing total grade points earned by total credits scheduled are 
arranged in descending order to determine rank in class.  In the case of identical numerical averages, 
students are assigned the same class rank. 
 
Those taking Honors/Advanced Placement courses will have the factors listed below applied to these 
courses for class ranking purposes. 
 

Weighted Grade Procedures  
 

In May of 1986, after several years of study, the Board of School Directors approved the proposal of the 
Superintendent of Schools and the Secondary School Principals to begin weighted grades for all 
secondary students in grades 9 through 12 effective September 1986.  The weights are applied to 
Honors, Advanced Placement, and Dual Enrollment courses only.  High school transcripts report this 
weighting process to the colleges. 
 
Below is a chart showing the factors presently in use for all courses, and the weighted factors used for 
Honors and Advanced Placement courses. 
 
We believe that weighted grades will appropriately recognize the significant workload undertaken by 
students in the Honors and Advanced Placement offerings. 
 

For Determination of Rank in Class  
with Weights assigned to Courses  

at the Honors and Advanced Placement Level  
             

 
 All Other Courses      Honors / Advanced  
      Present Standard Used                           Placement Courses  
 
   A    4.0         4.6 
   B    3.0     3.45 

 
 

The weights are applied to Honors, Advanced Placement and Dual Enrollment courses only. 
 
 
 

  C   2.0         2.3 
  D   1.0        1.0 
  E/F     .0      .0 
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Course Selection  
 

Abington School District is committed to providing you with the best education possible.  To achieve this 
goal, the professional staff strives to place you in the educational environment best suited to all phases 
of your development. 
 
In the academic areas of English, mathematics, science, social studies, and language, your ability, 
achievement, and interest all have a significant bearing on the ease and speed with which you learn.   In 
the spring of each year, guidance counselors meet with students to evaluate course options.  This 
course selection conference is guided by teacher input and student interest in the selection of courses.    
In all subject areas, grading is on the basis of achievement. 
 
A program of special education is available to students with disabilities at Abington Senior High School.  
Course selection is completed for individual students through the IEP team process.  Students are 
encouraged to participate in this process and to consider increased involvement in general education 
courses and school-wide activities when appropriate.  Direct instruction special education classes, 
tutorials and credit bearing support classes are available to help students succeed. 

 
Academically able pupils in grades 9-12 with high scholastic attainment are encouraged to enroll in 
Honors and Advanced Placement classes.  These classes are offered in those academic areas where 
there is sufficient enrollment to warrant forming classes of this kind.  Honors courses typically will differ 
from regular classes in pace, breadth, and depth.  Membership in these classes will be noted on 
transcripts.  Students who are successful in these Honors courses should be especially well prepared 
for special examinations like the COLLEGE ENTRANCE EXAMINATION BOARD ADVANCED 
PLACEMENT EXAMINATIONS, which, for the most part, are taken by qualified twelfth grade students.  
Most colleges offer advanced placement and/or credit to students who do well in these examinations.  
Other enrichment and advancement opportunitiesðsuch as special interest groups, and individual 
research projectsðare made available to pupils at all grade levels as the need arises.  All courses 
designated Advanced Placement on student transcripts have been officially authorized through the 
Advanced Placement Course Audit process for each academic year in which these courses are offered. 
Each teacher of an Advanced Placement Course has been officially authorized through the Advanced 
Placement Course Audit process for each academic year in which these courses are offered. 
 
The secondary school instructional program offers honors/advanced placement and college preparatory 
courses in the core areas of English, mathematics, science and social studies. In addition, during the 
junior high school experience, there are required courses in art, computer literacy, general music, health 
and physical education, reading and technology education, and at the high school, there are required 
courses in Academic Access, health education, and physical education. The secondary program also 
includes electives in art, business, and information systems, computer science, English, family and 
consumer science, music, reading, science, social studies, technology education, and world languages.    
 
Parents/guardians are an integral part of the course selection process and are provided with a 
scheduling worksheet/card on which they indicate, for their student, applicable course selections for 
honors/advanced placement courses, college preparatory courses, and elective courses.   
 
Academic proficiency is the critical element and should take priority in decisions concerning course 
selection. Open enrollment is available for all courses. However, a decision to select an honors/
advanced placement course should reflect academic proficiency and a teacher recommendation. The 
teacher recommendation is to be based upon review of the studentôs most recent standardized test 
scores, classroom performance, completion of course prerequisites, and consultation with the 
department chairperson and the guidance counselor. No single criteria will automatically exclude any 
student from a course.   
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Students who have not demonstrated proficiency on their most recent Pennsylvania System of 
School Assessment (PSSA) tests in reading and/or mathematics will be assigned to additional 
periods of instruction in the respective subject area(s).   Information concerning graduation 
requirements as well as required and elective courses to be offered in the senior high school is 
published annually in Letôs Look Ahead while information about the junior high school program 
is published in the Course Selection Guide. 
 
Abington Senior High School offers a diverse array of courses within many different subject 
areas.  The process of choosing courses, both major and elective courses, is critical and should 
reflect the studentôs interest and potential college major and/or career path.   Students in grades 
ten and eleven are expected to complete a course load that includes no more than three study 
halls per semester.  Students requesting more than three study halls per semester must have 
this request approved by their guidance counselor during the course selection 
process.  Students in grade twelve who meet criteria established by the Administrative Team will 
have the opportunity to schedule study halls during period eight.  These students may have the 
option of leaving school at the conclusion of period seven. 

 
Opportunities to Learn  

 
The Opportunities to Learn initiative at Abington Senior High School promotes achievement for  
students and equal access to challenging secondary studies.   Since its inception, 90% of 
Abington Senior High School graduates have progressed to post-secondary studies.   Abington 
students have the opportunity to engage in rigorous college preparatory or Honors/Advanced 
Placement course work, with the expectation that students can pursue further academic 
advancement after their successful completion of high school.  The current academic program 
incorporates differentiated learning techniques, with a strong emphasis on the infusion of 
technology in direct instruction, in order to provide students with the necessary skills to succeed 
in furthering their academic pursuits beyond high school.  
 
Abington Senior High School upholds the tenets of the Opportunities to Learn initiative by 
providing a wide array of academic supports.  Students have access to professional staff 
members in English, social studies, mathematics and science through tutorial periods that 
support Advanced Placement, Honors and College Preparatory courses.  Teachers in major 
subject areas incorporate a vast array of study and organizational skill instruction into their 
academic programs, including note-taking strategies, outlining methods and reading strategies.  
Members of the Guidance Department provide individualized study and organizational skill 
development.  The Homework Club connects students with members of the National Honor 
Society and Guidance Department for assistance in the completion of assignments.  Additional 
supports are available for non-proficient students in reading and mathematics. 

 
Gifted Education  

 
Abington Senior High School recognizes the uniqueness of our student population and the 
needs of mentally gifted students. Opportunities are available for students to enrich their 
learning experiences through the Gifted IEP process, with various forms of enrichment including 
Gifted Seminar. 
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Dual Enrollment  

 
For the 2011-2012 school year, Abington Senior High School will offer a Dual Enrollment Program with 
Pennsylvania State University (PSU), Abington College.  This program will provide high school juniors 
and seniors the opportunity to earn college credit while completing their high school education.  Through 
this partnership, Abington Senior High School students will be able to enroll in college courses approved 
by Abington School District at a 50 percent tuition reduction.  In concert with this partnership, Abington 
Senior High School will apply for a Pennsylvania Department of Education Dual Enrollment grant.  If 
awarded, this grant would offer funding to further reduce the cost of the college tuition at PSU, Abington 
College.  Interested students and parents should contact the Guidance office or visit the Guidance 
Department website for more information on the Dual Enrollment application process.  

 
Course Changes  

 
Course verification letters will be sent to all students in the spring following the course selection process 
with guidance counselors.  Students will have until the end of June to request a course change by 
contacting the guidance counselor.  Students will receive a copy of their final schedule in August.  
Questions regarding the schedule received in August should be directed to the studentôs counselor.   
Students may request a course change within the first seven days of the school year or semester, 
depending on the nature of the course.  With the exception of scheduling errors, all change requests 
should include a written request from the student and parent.  Changes should be submitted to the 
studentôs Guidance Counselor within the appropriate time frame.  The Coordinator of Student Support 
Services will review requests for veracity and, where appropriate, will forward requests to the 
Administrative Team for review.  Any change requests after this time period will be subject to a 
comprehensive review by all appropriate parties, which may include: teacher, guidance counselor, 
department chairperson, assistant principal and principal.  
 

 
Summer School  

 
Remedial courses are offered in summer school.  It is important for you to understand that five-week 
make-up courses do not duplicate course offerings during the school year.  It is impossible to provide in 
twenty-five days the same learning experience provided over a 184-day period.  Therefore, emphasis 
will be directed toward the basic skills and concepts in each course.  Because of the lack of 
comparability between summer school make-up courses and those taught during the school year, a ñCò 
is the highest grade attainable in a summer school make-up course.  You may repeat courses in 
summer school in order to raise your grade.  In all cases both grades will be reported on the permanent 
record card and on transcripts to institutions of higher learning. 
 
Participation in the summer school program assumes that the student has familiarity with the course 
content.  In order to register for any course, a student must have attained at least an average of 40% for 
the final grade during the regular school session.  In courses where final examinations are administered, 
the student must have taken that examination.  Students who do not meet these criteria will not be 
permitted to enroll for remedial courses at the high school level. 
 
You are encouraged to pursue summer school study within the district whenever possible.  With the 
approval of the principal, a total of twenty points may be counted toward graduation for work taken 
outside the district.  No graduation credits are permitted for summer school courses taken before the 
completion of grade nine.  A complete list of summer school offerings will be distributed each year in the 
spring. 
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Curriculum Outline ï Grades 9, 10, 11, and 12  

 

Grade 9 ï Required Courses  
 

           Pds./Wk.    Points 

English ...................................... 5 10 
Social Studies  .......................... 5 10 
Mathematics  ............................ 5 10 
Science ..................................... 5 10 
Health ....................................... 2  2 
Physical Education ................... 2  2 
 
In addition to the above, a minimum of 11 
points of elective courses must be 
scheduled for a total load of 55 points in 
ninth grade. 
 

Grade 11 ï Required Courses  
 

                     Pds./Wk.   Points 

English  ..................................... 5 10 
Social Studies ........................... 5 10 
Mathematics  ............................ 5 10 
Science .................................... 5-6 10 
Physical Education ................... 2  3  
    

 

Grade 10 ï Required Courses  
 
             Pds./Wk.    Points 

English ééé. ......................... 5 10 
Social Studies ........................... 5 10 
Mathematics  ............................ 5 10 
Scienceééé. ......................... 6 10 
Academic Access* ................... 2,3 4,6 
      (or Critical Reading/Critical Math*) 
Physical Education ................... 2 3 
  Students are expected to pass a 10 week unit 
   of Aquatics. 
  *required for students enrolled in College  
   Preparatory English II and Mathematics 
 

Grade 12 ï Required Courses  
 

             Pds./Wk.   Points 

English  ..................................... 5 10 
Social Studies ........................... 5 10 
Physical Education ................... 3  3 
Health........................................ 2  2 
 
Students not  proficient in reading and/or 
mathematics in Grade 11 PSSA will be required 
to take Standards Based Mathematics and/or 
Critical Reading in Grade 12 

Your course schedule should include at least 4 subjects that earn 10 points each.  Physical Education may 
be modified for medical reasons.  In addition to the required courses listed above, you may choose from 
among the electives listed by subject department on the following pages.   

The State Board of Education requires school districts to provide ongoing instruction about Acquired Immune Defi-
ciency Syndrome (AIDS).  In the Abington School District, AIDS instruction will be included in the health education 
program of grades 6, 7, 9 and 12. 
 
Parents/guardians are welcome to visit the school and to review the materials for instruction.  If the content conflicts 
with the religious beliefs or moral principles of the students, s/he may be excused from AIDS instruction.  In such an 
event, it is necessary to send a written request to the building principal. 

Board Policy regarding non-discrimination of students in classroom practices reaffirms the Board's 
commitment to comply with all federal and state laws banning discrimination on the basis of race, 
religion, color, national origin, sex, age, veteran status and/or physical or mental handicap or disability 
in instructional programs, extracurricular activities and employment practices.  Any individual who 
believes himself/herself to be the victim of discrimination with regard to instructional programs should 
refer the matter to the attention of the building principal or area supervisor.  If the matter is not 
resolved satisfactorily, the matter may be brought to the attention of the Superintendent of Schools.  
To assist individuals in presenting such concerns, the position of Compliance Coordinator has been 
established.  This person will be available to assist individuals in processing grievances and to assist 
the District by helping to insure compliance with all applicable regulations.  The Compliance 
Coordinator is:  Director of Pupil Services, Abington School District Administration Building, 970 
Highland Avenue, Abington, Pennsylvania 19001, (215) 881-2548 or 2505. 
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ART                                                    
                Pds./Wk.    Points 

  Full Year Courses 
 Art I Major, II Major, III Major (0701, 0702, 0703) 5 10 
 AP Studio Art (0710) ............................................ 5 10 
 Honors Art (0700) ................................................ 5 10 
 Semester Courses 
 **Advanced Photography (0729) ......................... 5 5 
 **Introduction to Photography (0726) ......... .éé.5        5 
        **Design I, II (0709, 0713) ................................... 5 5 
 **Drawing I, II (0706, 0737) ................................. 5 5 
 **Painting I, II (0716, 0719).................................. 5 5 
 **Printmaking (0723)............................................ 5 5 
 **Sculpture/Ceramics I, II (0733, 0736) ............... 5 5 
    Advanced Projects in Sculpture (0738)ééé..5 5 
  

BUSINESS & INFORMATION SYSTEMS 
 Full Year Courses 
  Business Administration Core 
    Accounting I, II (0788) (0789) ........................... 5 10 
        Information Systems (Networking) 
    Network Administration I, II (0786, 0787) ......... 5 10 
  Information Systems (Computer Science) 
       Computer Science I (0374) ............................... 5 10 
    AP Computer Science A (0380) ........................ 5 10 
    Honors Advanced Computer Science (0510) ... 5 10 
 Information Systems (Operating Systems) 
    Network Operating Systems (0895).................. 5 5 
 Information Systems (Web Development) 
    Digital Media I (0831) (0832) .......................... 2, 3 4, 6 
    Digital Media II (0841) (0842) ......................... 2, 3 4, 6 
 Information Systems (End Users Training) 
    Computer Essentials I (0741) (0742) .............. 2, 3 4, 6 
    Computer Essentials II (0821) (0822) ............. 2, 3 4, 6 
    Semester Courses 
 Business Administration Core 
 **Economics (0773)éééééééééééé...5 5 
 **Sports and Entertainment Marketing (0772) ..... 5 5 
 **Law I, II (0762, 0765) ........................................ 5 5 
 ** Advanced Studies in Law (0891) ..................... 5 5 
 **Entrepreneurship (0768) ................................... 5 5 
 Information Systems Core 
 **Digital Media I, II (0755, 0758) .......................... 5 5 
 **Computer Essentials I, II   (0748, 0752) ........... 5 5 
 Personal Growth 
 **Money and Investing (0745) ............................. 5 5 
    Work Study (0006, 0007, 0008, 0009) .............. x x 
         x  indicates is determined by individual assignment 
 

ENGLISH 
    Advanced Placement 
         Language and Composition (0150)éééééé.5 10 
**Theatre Arts - Acting (0182) .................................... ..5 5 
**Theatre Arts - Cinema (0205) .................................... 5 5 
**Creative Writing (0185) .............................................. 5 5 
**Debate (0188) ............................................................ 5 5 
**Journalism & Broadcast Media (0195)éééééé..5 5 
      (May be taken once at junior high school and once at high school for                   
       credit) 

**Public Speaking (0198) .............................................  5 5 
**Media Production Workshop (0208)ééééééé..5      5  

 

FAMILY & CONSUMER SCIENCES             Pds./Wk           Points 
   Apparel Design I (0801) (0802)  ............................. 2, 3 4, 6 
   Apparel Design II (0804) (0805) ............................. 2, 3 4, 6 
   Chefsô Workshop (0811) (0812) .............................. 2, 3 4, 6 
 

HEALTH AND PHYSICAL EDUCATION                  
   Lifeguard Training (0571) ......................................... 2 2 
   *Water Safety Aid (0572) .......................................... 1 2 
   Adapted Physical Education (0520) .......................... 2 3 
 

MATHEMATICS & COMPUTER SCIENCE 
   AP Calculus AB (0350) ............................................. 5 10 
   AP Calculus BC (0360) ............................................. 5 10 
   AP Statistics (0370)éééééééééééééé.5  10 
   Calculus (0355) ......................................................... 5 10 
   Finite Mathematics (0354) ........................................ 5 10 
   Precalculus (0341) .................................................... 5 10 
   Prerequisites for College Mathematics (0353) éé..5  10 
   Standards Based Mathematics 12A (0313) .............. 5 5 
   Standards Based Mathematics 12B (0314) .............. 5 5 
 

MUSIC                                                                       

   Honors Music Theory (0900) .................................... 3 6 
   AP Music Theory (0920) ........................................... 3 6 
   Honors Advanced Studies In Music Theory (0910) .. 3 6    
  Computer Based Music I, II, III (0921, 0922, 0923) ... 3 6 
  *Concert Band (0935) ................................................ 5 10 
  *Mixed Chorus (0901) ................................................ 5 10 
  *Select Choir (0903) .................................................. 5 10 
  *Orchestra I, II (0955, 0965) ...................................... 5 10 
   Piano I and II (0911, 0912) ....................................... 3 3 
  *Voice Class (0913) ................................................... 2 2 
  *Symphonic Band (0945) ........................................... 5 10 
 
READING                                                                 
  *Critical Reading 10 (0815) ........................................ 3 6 
  *Critical Reading 11 (0817) ........................................ 3 6 
   Critical Reading 12A (0823) ...................................... 2 2 
   Critical Reading 12B (0824) ...................................... 2 2 
    Popular Contemporary Literature (0825)(0826)éé2,2 2,4 
    SAT Preparation: Reading and Writing (0152)éé..1 1 
 

SCIENCE 
 ÀAnatomy/Physiology (0404) ...................................... 5 10 
 ÀAdvanced Placement Biology (0400) ........................ 6 10 
 ÀAdvanced Placement Chemistry (0430) ................... 6 10 
 ÀAdvanced Placement Physics C (0440) ................... 6 10 
 ÀAdvanced Placement Physics B (0450) .................... 6 10 
   Aerospace Science (0441) ....................................... 5 5 
   Astronomy (0444) ..................................................... 5 10  
 ÀAP Environmental Science (0490) ............................ 6 10 
**Forensic Science (0492)éééééééééééé.5 5 
**Physics for Engineering and Design (0422)éééé5 5 
 
   * Indicates courses that may be repeated with credit. 
  ** Indicates semester course that must be paired with another 

semester course. 
  À Enrollment limited to 11th and/or 12th grade students 

ELECTIVE COURSES 
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  SOCIAL STUDIES 
    ÀAP American Government & Politics  (0250) ......... 5 10 
   **African-American History (0289) ............................ 5 5 
      AP Economics ( 0260) ........................................... 5 10 
      Interdisciplinary Studies (0151) ............................ 10 20 
   **Psychology (0283) ................................................. 5 5 
   **Sociology (0286) .................................................... 5 5 
 
SPECIAL OPPORTUNITIES                                      

   Creative Studieséééééééééééééééé..X X    
   Gifted Seminar (GSEM)...é.ééééééééééé.X X 
     
TECHNOLOGY 
   Mechanical Drawing / CAD I (0861, 0864)é.. ...2,3,5   4,6,10 
   Mechanical Drawing / CAD II, III  
     (0862, 0865, 0863, 0866)ééééééééé.2,3,5    4,6,10 
   **Digital Photography (0855) .................................... 5 5 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

WORLD LANGUAGES 
   French I, II, III, IV, V (0601, 0602, 0616, 0626, 0631)5 10 
   French I Accelerated (0602) ..................................... 3 10 
   French II Honors, III Honors, IV Honors, V/AP 
     (0600, 0620, 0630, 0610) ....................................... 5 10 
   German I, II Honors, III Honors, IV Honors, V/AP 
     (0642, 0750, 0640, 0650, 0660) ............................. 5 10 
   German I Accelerated (0641) ................................... 3 10 
    Latin I, II Honors, III Honors, IV Honors 
     (0654, 0550, 0680, 0850) ....................................... 5 10 
   Latin I Accelerated (0655) ......................................... 3 10 
   Mandarin Chinese I, II (0681, 0682)ééééééé.5 10 
   Spanish I, II, III, IV, V  
     (0661, 0662, 0666, 0671, 0676) ............................. 5 10 
   Spanish I Accelerated (0665) ................................... 3 10 
   Spanish II Honors, III Honors, IV Honors, V/AP 
     (0690, 0720, 0730, 0740)ééééééééééé.5 10 
 
   * Indicates courses that may be repeated with credit. 
  ** Indicates semester course that must be paired with another  

semester course. 
  À Enrollment limited to 11th and/or 12th grade students 
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ART  
 
The Art Program at the senior high school is designed for students who want to learn about art, enjoy 
making art or are considering art as a college major or career.  The curriculum offers courses to 
beginners as well as more advanced students, and is designed to be a progressive program of Art I, Art 
II, and Art III major courses.  Semester electives are offered in Ceramics, Painting, Drawing, Printmaking 
and Photography.  These electives are for students who want to focus on one medium, such as clay, 
paint or printmaking, while the year-long major courses experiment with a variety of materials. 

 

ELECTIVES  
 
ART I MAJOR             0701  
No prerequisite                                  (10 points) 
Art I Major is a full-year art course in which students will explore in depth a variety of artistic techniques 
such as drawing, painting, printmaking, and sculpture.  Students will learn the principles of design and 
experiment with the elements of art.  Art I Major will also have an art history component.  There will be 
studio and art history homework assignments. 
 
ART II MAJOR                0702 
Prerequisite:  Student must successfully complete Art I           (10 points) 
  Major, two semester art electives, or have a  
  portfolio review.                     
Art II Major involves two areas of learning-Studio Art and Art History.  Studio Art stresses refining and 
advancing the basic skills in drawing and painting and introduces clay sculpture.  Subject matter 
includes human form, still life, landscape, and design.  Art history surveys the development of Western 
art from Egyptian art to the Baroque period.  A considerable amount of out-of-class preparation is 
required. 
 
ART III MAJOR                0703 
Prerequisite:  Art II Major and                           (10 points) 
  recommendation of instructor                               
Art III Major involves two areas of learning: Studio Art and Art History.  Studio Art continues the study of 
design fundamentals and artistic techniques.  The course fosters the development of a mature attitude 
toward expressive and conceptual art.  Subject matter deals primarily with still life, landscape and the 
human figure from direct observation to advanced conceptual works.  Art History continues the survey of 
the development of Western Art from the end of the Baroque period to contemporary art. Studio 
techniques taught include watercolor, drawing, clay sculpture, oil painting, and 3-D design. A 
considerable amount of out-of-class preparation is required.  This course is recommended for those 
students contemplating pursuing further education in art or a serious student who wants to continue an 
in-depth study of art. 
 
ADVANCED PLACEMENT STUDIO ART             0710 
Prerequisite:   Art II Major                                        (10 points) 
(This course must be taken in conjunction with Art III Major)            
Advance Placement Studio Art is a full-year course in which students will create a cohesive body of work 
in a subject area of their choice. These works, along with others will be submitted in digital form for 
review by the College Board Association. Students must choose to submit a Drawing, Design, or 
Sculpture portfolio. Students who successfully complete the course and meet advanced placement test 
criteria are eligible for college credit and are exceptionally well prepared for college level art courses. 
Independent work habits will be developed and practiced in the course. 
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HONORS ART                                     0700 
(This course must be taken in conjunction with Art II Major)                          (10 points)  
Honors Art is designed to give the students a foundation in creative visual thinking and problem solving.  
Projects will involve experimentation with methods and media.  The artistic mediums explored will 
involve a variety of advanced drawing, painting, printmaking, and sculptural techniques.  Students will 
have studio and academic homework.  This course is for the serious art student who desires to create a 
portfolio and is planning on enrolling in Art III Major.  

 
ELECTIVES ï ONE SEMESTER 

 
INTRODUCTION TO PHOTOGRAPHY            0726 
No prerequisite                          (5 pointsðone semester) 
This course is an introduction to black and white darkroom photography.  It is designed to teach 
students how to use a manual 33mm camera.  Students will also learn the chemistry involved in film 
development and printing photographs in a fully equipped darkroom.  Photography also covers artistic 
composition and design strategies to help students create powerful personal images.  The history of 
photography will also be explored. 
    
ADVANCED PHOTOGRAPHY               0729 
Prerequisite:   Introduction to Photography                      (5 pointsðone semester) 
Advanced Photography is designed for students who have successfully completed Introduction to 
Photography and are interested in furthering their knowledge of photography.   Students will be 
expected to demonstrate inventive thinking and high level studio practices through quality prints.  At the 
end of this course, students are required to present a portfolio of prints that exhibit a mature 
understanding of the aesthetics of black and white photography. The history of photography is explained 
through PowerPoint discussion and hands-on studio application. Students will have homework 
assignments that will be both studio and academic. 
 
DESIGN I              0709 
No prerequisite                       (5 points ï one semester) 
This course introduces students to the concepts and techniques used by commercial artists and 
designers.  Composition, color theory, two-dimensional design, logo design, and posters are examples 
of class projects.  Computer software such as Adobe Photoshop and Macromedia Freehand will be 
taught and used to create images.  The foundation of this course is the principles of design. 
 
DESIGN II               0713 
Prerequisite:   Design I                        (5 points ï one semester) 
This course builds upon the skills of Design I. It introduces students to conceptually challenging projects 
such as signage, illustrations for books and skateboards, greeting cards and watch design.  Students 
will use advanced Photoshop techniques in addition to Wacom tablets, scanners and digital cameras.  
This course can be used to create a 2-D design portfolio.  
 
DRAWING I               0706 
No prerequisite                        (5 points ï one semester) 
The Drawing course presents beginner students with an introduction to principles of design and various 
drawing techniques.  The course will focus on observational drawing, composition and design.  This 
course is a prerequisite for painting and printmaking courses as well as Art II Major. 
 
DRAWING II               0737 
Prerequisite:   Drawing I                      (5 points ï one semester) 
In addition to observational drawing, students will use a variety of alternative sources for their work.  
Students in this class will use pastel, watercolor, and collage, in addition to pencil and charcoal, and will 
explore the styles of many different art movements. 
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PAINTING  I                 0716 
Prerequisite: Drawing  I                          (5 points--one semester) 
Painting I presents students with an introduction to the basic painting techniques of tempera and acrylic.  
An emphasis will be placed upon color theory, composition and painting from life.  Students will also be 
presented with art history discussions that focus on drawing and painting.   
   
PAINTING  II                 0719 
Prerequisite: Painting I                            (5 points--one semester) 
Painting II provides students with the opportunity to utilize the basic skills they learned in Painting I and 
to advance their techniques through further in-depth studies of painting.  Students will develop a deeper 
understanding of acrylic paint as well as the use of color, shape, and form, enabling them to reach their 
personal artistic goals.  This course will explore painting from life as well as conceptual/abstract painting. 
 
PRINTMAKING                0723 
Prerequisite:   Drawing I                            (5 points--one semester) 
Printmaking is a course designed to introduce students to a variety of printmaking media including 
collograph, woodcut, silkscreen, intaglio, linoleum, etc.  Emphasis will be placed on individual creative 
growth and aesthetic awareness through exploration of various media.  A survey of the art history of 
each printmaking process will be explored. 
 
SCULPTURE / CERAMICS I               0733 
No prerequisite                            (5 points--one semester) 
This is a semester course that will introduce beginner students to the skills, tools, and materials used in 
creating 3-D works of art.  Hand building and wheel throwing techniques with clay are emphasized to 
make functional and conceptional work.  Students are exposed to both historical and contemporary 
works of art through slide discussions, museum trips and various media resources.  
 
SCULPTURE / CERAMICS II                0736 
Prerequisite: Sculpture / Ceramics I                           (5 points--one semester) 
Sculpture / Ceramics II is designed for advanced students who wish to further their knowledge of 3-D 
design through in-depth personal solutions to artistic problems.  Advanced sculpture and wheel-throwing 
techniques will be emphasized.    Students are exposed to both historical and contemporary works of art 
through slide discussions, museum trips and various media resources. 
 
ADVANCED PROJECTS IN SCULPTURE              0738 
Prerequisite:  Sculpture/ Ceramics II               (5 pointsðone semester) 
This course is designed to give students who have completed Sculpture/Ceramics I and II the 
opportunity to continue working with three-dimensional media. Students will choose a specific topic or 
technique to investigate for one semester in order to develop an individualized, cohesive body of three-
dimensional work. Along with studio work, students will create a sketch book/journal of their process and 
a final rational paper. 
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  BUSINESS AND INFORMATION SYSTEMS (BIS) 
 

ELECTIVES - FULL YEA R 
  

BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION  
  

ACCOUNTING I                0788 
No prerequisite                           (10 points) 
Accounting is considered to be the language of business.  Therefore, students considering a major in an 
area of Business Administration (International Business, Marketing, Finance, Accounting, 
Entrepreneurship, Management, etc.) should enroll in this Introductory Accounting course.  Students will 
learn the eight steps of the accounting cycle, and how to use the four special journals. 
  

ACCOUNTING II                  0789 
Prerequisite: Accounting I                    (10 points)  
Accounting II completes the Accounting program here at Abington Senior High School.  Upon 
completion of this course, students will have been exposed to an entire college Accounting I course, and 
they will have studied topics covered in both Financial and Managerial Accounting courses at the college 
level. 
    
INFORMATION SYSTEMS (Networking)  
  
NETWORK ADMINISTRATION I               0786 
No prerequisite                            (10 points) 
Utilizing the Cisco Networking Academy Discovery  curriculum, Network Administration I introduces 
the architecture, structure, functions, components, and models of the Internet and other computer 
networks. It uses the OSI and TCP layered models to examine the nature and roles of protocols and 
services at the application, network, data link, and physical layers. The principles and structure of IP 
addressing and the fundamentals of Ethernet concepts, media, and operations are introduced to provide 
a foundation for the curriculum. Labs use a ñmodel Internetò to allow students to analyze real data 
without affecting production networks. Packet Tracer (PT) activities help students analyze protocol and 
network operation and build small networks in a simulated environment. At the end of the course, 
students build simple LAN topologies by applying basic principles of cabling; performing basic 
configurations of network devices, including routers and switches; and implementing IP addressing 
schemes.  
  
In addition, Network Administration I describes the architecture, components, and operation of routers, 
and explains the principles of routing and routing protocols. Students analyze, configure, verify, and 
troubleshoot the primary routing protocols RIPv1, RIPv2, EIGRP, and OSPF. By the end of this course, 
students will be able to recognize and correct common routing issues and problems. Each chapter walks 
the student through a basic procedural lab, and then presents basic configuration, implementation, and 
troubleshooting labs. Packet Tracer (PT) activities reinforce new concepts, and allow students to model 
and analyze routing processes that may be difficult to visualize or understand.  More information visit 
http://cisco.netacad.net. 
  
NETWORK ADMINISTRATION II                0787 
Prerequisite:  Network Administration I                  (10 points) 
Utilizing the Cisco Networking Academy Discovery  and Exploration curriculum, Network 
Administration II course helps students develop an in-depth understanding of how switches operate and 
are implemented in the LAN environment for small and large networks. Beginning with a foundational 
overview of Ethernet, this course provides detailed explanations of LAN switch operation, VLAN 
implementation, Rapid Spanning Tree Protocol (RSTP), VLAN Trunking Protocol (VTP), Inter-VLAN 
routing, and wireless network operations. Students analyze, configure, verify, and troubleshoot VLANs, 
RSTP, VTP, and wireless networks. Campus network design and Layer 3 switching concepts are 
introduced. 
  
 

http://cisco.netacad.net
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In addition, Network Administration II explains the principles of traffic control and access control lists 
(ACLs) and provides an overview of the services and protocols at the data link layer for wide-area 
access. Students learn about user access technologies and devices and discover how to implement and 
configure Point-to-Point Protocol (PPP), Point-to-Point Protocol over Ethernet (PPPoE), DSL, and 
Frame Relay. WAN security concepts, tunneling, and VPN basics are introduced. The course concludes 
with a discussion of the special network services required by converged applications and an introduction 
to quality of service (QoS). 
More information visit http://cisco.netacad.net. 
  
INFORMATION SYSTEMS (Computer Science)  
  
COMPUTER SCIENCE I               0374 
Prerequisite:    Strong Mathematics Student                  (10 points) 
Utilizing a wealth of online resources, this course begins to give the student a conceptual understanding 
of Object Oriented programming. This course also teaches students how to use the JAVA languageôs 
object oriented technologies to solve business problems. Students will learn how to create classes, 
objects, and applications using the language. Topics also include the language fundamentals, the Java 
language API (application programming interface). Additionally, this course will address the demand for 
training and preparation for the Sun Certified Programmer for Java Platform. 
  
ADVANCED PLACEMENT COMPUTER SCIENCE A            0380 
Prerequisite: Computer Science I [0374]                  (10 points) 
  and Approval of Instructor 
Computer Science A emphasizes object-oriented programming methodology with an emphasis on 
problem solving and algorithm development and is meant to be the equivalent of a first-semester college 
course in computer science. It also includes the study of data structures and abstraction, but these 
topics are not covered to the extent that they are covered in Honors Advanced Computer Science. 
  
HONORS ADVANCED COMPUTER SCIENCE            0510 
Prerequisite:   Completion of AP CS A Exam                  (10 points) 
  and Approval of Instructor 
College Board decided not to support the Advanced Placement Course Computer Science AB.  
However, a Computer Science student is still expected to know the concepts that were addressed in the 
ñBò section of the AP AB course.  Therefore students who have a sincere desire to pursue advanced 
topics in Computer Science should elect this course.  The course will utilize the Java Programming 
Language to explore more complex data structures.  In addition, students will be exposed to Database 
Administration using MYSQL and other languages such as, PYTHON and PHP.  
  

ELECTIVES -- ONE SEMESTER 
 
INFORMATION SYSTEMS (Operating Systems)  
  
NETWORKING OPERATING SYSTEMS           0895 
No prerequisite                                   (5 points) 
A Network Operating System (NOS) is a piece of software that controls a network and its message (e.g., 
packet) traffic and queues, controls access by multiple users to network resources such as files, and 
provides for certain administrative functions, including security.  The NOS course will explore popular 
NOSôs such as Linux and Windows.  Students will implement and examine security features such as 
authentication, authorization, logon restrictions and access control; provide name and directory services, 
and provide file, print, web services, back-up and replication services. 
  

 
 
 

http://cisco.netacad.net
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INFORMATION SYSTEMS (Web Development)  

  
Digital Media I                                  0831, 0832, 0755 
No prerequisite                                                     (4, 6 or 5 points ï full year or one semester) 
Digital media is an exciting field of integrated electronic communications that is an essential part of the 
business, education, and entertainment industries. The advent of the digital media field has established 
a regeneration of energy in business. This has led to the creation of employment opportunities that 
require an individual who can combine sound, graphic arts, text, and video or film to improve the 
dissemination of information.  Digital Media I is an introductory course that exposes students to areas of 
Digital Media.  In this dynamic course students will learn to create interactive websites using the latest 
technology and programs available to professional web designers. Students will learn to create HTML 
and Cascading Stylesheet (CSS) code, then take it to the next level with Macromedia Dreamweaver .  
Students will also design and create custom graphics in Adobe Photoshop . 
  

Digital Media II                                 0841, 0842, 0758 
Prerequisite:  Digital Media I                                        (4, 6 or 5 points ï full year or one semester) 
The Digital Media II course continues to expose students to areas of Digital Media.  In Media II students 
will work with concepts and software for integration of multimedia-authoring programs with browsers. 
This course builds on basic knowledge of HTML and visual design. Macromedia Flash  will be the 
multimedia-authoring program used.     
  
INFORMATION SYSTEMS (End User Training)  
  
COMPUTER ESSENTIALS I                                0741, 0742, 0748 
No prerequisite                                                               (4, 6 or 5 points ï full year or one semester) 
Computer Essentials I will allow the student to build upon the foundation developed at the Junior High 
School for software skills.  The student will become a proficient user of Microsoft Office Professional 
applications (Word, Powerpoint, Excel, and Access).  In addition, students will be exposed to concepts 
and terminology regarding information technology/systems that are essential for all people entering 
college and/or the world of work.  Exposure to useful Web 2.0 tools will enhance studentôs 
understanding of technology, and special attention will be placed on equipping students with the skills 
and knowledge to make use of the correct technology for a given task. 
 

COMPUTER ESSENTIALS II                                0821, 0822, 0752 
Prerequisite:  Computer Essentials I                           (4, 6 or 5 points ï full year or one semester) 
Computer Essentials II will be primarily project-based.  Students will demonstrate understanding of the 
skills and knowledge gained from COMPUTER ESSENTIALS I through various projects developed by 
the instructor or by the students for their own academic work. 
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BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION  

 
ECONOMICS                 0773 
No prerequisite                                      (5 points)
Economics is the study of the allocation of scarce resources by society, and the political, economic, and 
social choices that allocation implies. We study the capability of society to produce goods and the 
markets used for distribution of those goods.  In addition, contemplate the role government has in a 
market economy, along with other issues that market economies encounter.  The study of economics is 
a vital part of your personal growth, and it will be valuable to you as you prepare for post-secondary 
education.  A background in economics provides a prospective university student with the knowledge 
essential to success for various general education requirements at the college level.  

SPORTS & ENTERTAINMENT MARKETING          0772 
No prerequisite                    (5 points-one semester) 
Have you ever considered a career in sports management? Have you ever wondered what is involved in 
running a professional sports team?  This course will bring the world of sports management to you. 
Discussions will cover the decision-making process of sports teams and agents, interactions between 
professional sports and the media, and problems involving the creation and distribution of sports 
entertainment products.  Strategies of planning, organizing and directing a sports franchise will be 
discussed as well as the major issues facing professional sports teams today. Topics such as contracts, 
staffing, operations, and marketing will be covered. Also, the skills necessary to be a successful sports 
manager will be covered. 
 
LAW I               0762 
No prerequisite                    (5 points-one semester) 
Law I will begin the process of equipping students with knowledge of the law. For instance, if a minor 
has a job, ñare his/her parents entitled to the minorôs paycheck?ò Students will gain the knowledge 
necessary to understand the laws in our society and how the laws pertain to them. Courtroom 
procedures, criminal, and civil cases will be discussed at length. Law I will bring everyday life into the 
equation through mock trials and controversial discussions about the law. 
 
LAW II               0765 
Prerequisite: Law I                  (5 points- one semester) 
Law II builds on the concepts discussed in Law I. Law II will utilize a discussion based environment 
enabling students to better understand the intricate details of the laws around them. International law 
issues such as extradition will be addressed. The area of electronic commerce law along with electronic 
privacy will be examined. Leasing and renting laws are discussed from the perspective of the consumer. 
Students will be expected to actively participate in several criminal and civil mock trials. 
 
ADVANCED STUDIES IN LAW            0891 
Prerequisite: Law II                   (5 points-one semester) 
The student will explore the various career possibilities within the legal industry. In addition, mock trials 
will be an integral part of this course. Students will learn the fundamentals of developing a legal brief 
which will, in turn, be used to formulate their arguments. This class will make use of the wealth of legal 
resources in our community. Guest lecturers, web-based research, and computer simulations will be 
part of this offering. 
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ENTREPRENEURSHIP            0768 
No prerequisite                    (5 points-one semester) 
Entrepreneurship is the process of providing individuals with the concepts and skills to recognize 
opportunities that others have overlooked, and to have the insight, self-esteem and knowledge to act 
where others have hesitated. The Entrepreneurship course includes instruction in opportunity 
recognition, marshalling resources in the face of risk, and initiating a business venture. It also includes 
instruction in business management processes such as business planning, capital development, 
marketing, and cash flow analysis. In addition, the course content will be reinforced by the studentôs 
participation in the Business Plan contest sponsored by Pennsylvania Partnership for Economic 
Education. The students will have an opportunity to design, on paper, their wildest entrepreneurial 
dreams and perhaps enter their plan in the Pennsylvania Business Plan contest. 
 
MONEY AND INVESTING            0745 
No prerequisite                    (5 points-one semester) 
Subprime loans have led to one million American families losing their homes in the past decade, a new 
study by the Center for Responsible Lending has found. According to the National Council on Economic 
Education (NCEE) a majority of high school students do not understand basic concepts in financial 
literacy. This lack of knowledge has implications for young peopleôs ability to manage their personal 
finances and to function well in todayôs global economy. 
 
Money and Investing will equip the student with an understanding of personal financial matters ranging 
from banking to investment strategies. This course will utilize various web-based activities developed by 
the National Council on Economic Education. Stock market simulations along with many other new and 
innovative instructional methods will be incorporated. 
 
A special note : Money and Investing has been recognized by the Freedoms Foundation of Valley Forge 
for ñExcellence in Private Enterprise Education.ò 
 
WORK STUDY                    0006, 0007, 0008, 0009 
No prerequisite               (Credits contingent on work study) 
A student may apply for the Work Study program if he/she is entering the junior or senior year and has 
parental consent. Once the student provides evidence of having obtained a permanent, part-time 
position, the studentôs schedule is adjusted to allow the student to gain work experience during the 
school day. Students are encouraged to find employment in a field in which they have an interest and 
one that will provide them with the opportunity to learn the necessary skills to be successful in that field. 
Students are expected to remain employed in that position for the entire school year. While on the job, 
the student will receive biweekly evaluations from their supervisor. The work study coordinator will visit 
them once each semester while at work. Interested students should consult a guidance counselor and/or 
Mr. Daubenspeck in Room 224. 
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  ENGLISH 
 
Abington secondary students are required to complete four years of English as part of the general 
education provided for all. Every student is expected to successfully meet the subject expectations of 
each required English course in order to qualify for promotion to the next grade level. We strongly 
discourage students from enrolling concurrently in any two required English courses. Provision for this 
option must be approved. Each class explores units of work common to the needs and interests of all 
students in the areas of literature, composition, vocabulary, grammar, speaking, and listening.  
 

Students who demonstrate unusual competency and interest in the required sequence may elect to 
participate in the work of an honors (0120, 0130) or honors/AP section (0140, 0150). The purpose of the 
honors/AP classes is to provide highly motivated and capable English students with a rigorous college-
oriented program of composition and literature with particular emphasis on frequent writing and intensive 
study of more complex literary works. Students may also elect to participate in the College Prep (0121, 
0131, 0141) settings. The choice should reflect both the skill and interest of the pupil in terms of the 
intrinsic components of the subject and the desire to prepare for post high school education and/or the 
world of work.  Elective offerings are designed to afford students an opportunity to explore areas of 
specialization appropriate to both educational and vocational interests. 

 

REQUIRED SEQUENCE FOR GRADES 10-12  
 
ENGLISH II                  0121 

Prerequisite:  English I                        (10 points)  
Stresses the skills of literary analysis through a study of selected works primarily in American literature. 
The focus in composition is on expository and persuasive essays with particular attention given to a 
variety of organizational techniques. The basics of grammar are reviewed, especially as they relate to 
the student's writing. A vocabulary program is required, and vocabulary tests are administered as part of 
the semester examinations with a special emphasis on preparation for the Scholastic Aptitude Test . 
 

OR 
HONORS ENGLISH II                              0120 
Prerequisite:  English I                                 (10 points)  
Provides an in-depth study of the great works of American literature with a focus on both nineteenth and 
twentieth century writers. In composition the skills of exposition and argumentation are reinforced, and 
the essays of critical analysis are introduced. The critical reading and vocabulary programs are designed 
to help students prepare for the Scholastic Aptitude Test .  
 
ENGLISH III                0131 
Prerequisite:  English II                                 (10 points)  
Develops the skills of literary analysis through a study of selected works primarily in British and 
Commonwealth literature, along with an infusion of high-interest readings from American and/or world 
literature. The focus in composition is on expository and persuasive essays with particular attention 
given to the essay of critical analysis. The basics of grammar are reviewed, especially as they relate to 
the student's writing. A vocabulary program is required, and vocabulary tests are administered as part of 
the semester examination with a special emphasis on preparation for the Scholastic Aptitude Test.  

 
OR 

 
HONORS ENGLISH III                           0130  

Prerequisite:   English II                                 (10 points) 
Provides an in-depth study of the great works of British and Commonwealth literature with a focus on 
writers, both classic and contemporary. In composition the skills of critical analysis are developed, and 
the essay of explication is introduced. The grammar and vocabulary programs are designed to help 
students prepare for the Scholastic Aptitude Test.  
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ENGLISH IV               0141 
Prerequisite:  English III                         (10 points)  
Develops the skills of literary analysis through a study of selected works primarily in world literature. The 
focus in composition is on explication with particular attention given to the essay of comparison/contrast. 
The basics of grammar are reviewed, especially as they relate to the student's writing. A vocabulary 
program is required, and vocabulary tests are administered as part of the semester examination with a 
special emphasis on preparation for the Scholastic Aptitude Test .  
 

OR 
 

HONORS/ADVANCED PLACEMENT ENGLISH IV                        0140  

Prerequisite: English III                    (10 points)  
Provides an in-depth study of the great works of world literature with a focus on major literary 
movements. In composition the intrinsic skills of explication are developed, and the scholarly essay 
based on elements of comparative literature is introduced. Independent work in language and 
vocabulary is required. Students are encouraged to take the Advanced Placement Examination for 
college credit. 
 

OR 
 
INTERDISCIPLINARY STUDIES            0151  
Prerequisite:  Recommended for grade 12                (20 points ï  10 each 
                         Open to other students with a strong interest          in English &  
        Social Studies) 
The Interdisciplinary Studies course is a humanities course that provides students with the opportunity to 
explore the branches of knowledge concerned with understanding humanity and its cultural expressions.  
It is the integrated study of history, economics, literature, language, philosophy, the visual arts, theatre 
and music.  Content emphasis is placed on the interconnectedness of the history of human societies, 
change and continuity within those societies, and the concepts and themes that embody human 
experience.  In the Interdisciplinary Studies course, emphasis is placed on critical thinking and creative 
expression as students engage in highly collaborative learning experiences with a high degree of variety 
in method of instruction and assessment.  Admission to this course is by application. 
 
ESL ENGLISH II, III, IV                          0166
                        (10 points) 
Beginning and Intermediate ESL students have the opportunity to take ESL English I, II, and III using 
curricular materials adapted for the ESL student when appropriate.  Skills will also focus on improving 
English grammar and academic writing.  This English course is in addition to ESL instruction, not a 
replacement for it.  
 
ACADEMIC ACCESS                          0111  

No prerequisite                                       (2 points)  
Academic Access is a one-period per week offering required of all grade ten College Preparatory 
students. The course is designed to provide a smooth academic and social transition from the junior 
high school to the senior high school experience. Course work is equally divided between mathematics 
and language arts. Study skills in both areas are stressed throughout the school year so that students 
will hold a greater understanding of the requirements and procedures for all academic endeavors in high 
school. In addition, the course will offer systematic preparation for all of the milestone assessments in 
high school, including the PSAT, PSSA, SAT. At the conclusion of the course, the students will have 
systemically reviewed all aspects of the college and career application process.  
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ELECTIVES  
 
ADVANCED PLACEMENT L ANGUAGE AND COMPOSITION          0150 
Prerequisite:   English II                                (10 points) 
The Advanced Placement Language and Composition course will run as an elective course open to both 
11

th
 and 12

th
 grade students.  The course will engage students in becoming skilled prose readers from a 

variety of rhetorical contexts and time periods, supplemented by the various media available in the 
library, including newspapers, magazines, comic strips, film, advertisements and photographs.  The 
course will also be writing intensive, asking students to produce expository, analytical, and persuasive 
compositions which focus on demonstrating mastery of language conventions and developing stylistic 
maturity.  The course will enable students to read complex texts fluently, to write sophisticated prose 
effectively and to comprehend rhetoric in all its guises, including visual and auditory. Through their 
reading and writing, the students will learn the intricacies of the interactions between a writerôs purpose, 
the expectations of an audience, and the subject matter, as well as the way conventions and language 
contribute to effective writing. It will also lay the groundwork for the studentsô transitions into the 
Advanced Placement Literature and Composition course currently offered in the 12

th
 grade curriculum.  

This course will prepare students to complete the Advanced Placement English Language and 
Composition examination. 
 
THEATRE ARTS-ACTING            0182  

No prerequisite                               (5 points-one semester)  
Emphasizes basic acting exercises including pantomime and improvisation. The course will include 
acting techniques and theories that lead to interpretation of character roles. The students will be given 
principles of staging that will be applied in rehearsals and performances. A paper will be required. This 
Course may be taken once for credit.  
 
CINEMA                0205 

No prerequisite                               (5 points-one semester) 
Cinema is an introduction to film analysis, which is an enjoyable, entertaining, and instructive process. 
Among the areas addressed will be a film's message and how and by whom that message is 
communicated. This, of course, will lead to larger meanings as students view and discuss a variety of 
motion pictures. Types of movies, techniques of filmmaking, and the history of cinema will be explored. 
The primary focus will be on classical films before 1990 and will include silent movies, black and white 
films, and films with subtitles. Students will be required to be active participants rather than passive 
spectators. 
 
Six Areas of Study 
 
1. Narrative techniques of filmmaking 
2. The documentary vs. the narrative 
3. Basic film genre  
4. Developing technologies  
5. Visual literacy: Reading the language of film 
6. Montage vs. Mise-en-scene  
 

CREATIVE WRITING                           0185 

No prerequisite                               (5 points-one semester)  
Provides students with the opportunity to explore the dynamics of the creative process through computer 
assisted writing. Using computer software in a supportive climate, students will generate documents that 
reflect their mastery of various writing techniques. Students who are interested in the art of writing and 
who enjoy exploring their world through the power of the written word should consider taking this course. 
Creative Writing is a course designed for those who relish taking a creative look at life.  
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DEBATE               0188 

No prerequisite                                           (5 points-one semester)  
Is designed for students who hope to pursue careers in law or communications, or for students who 
would like to sharpen their skills in research and analysis. Formal debate procedure will be examined, 
followed by a detailed analysis of the current debate topic. Monthly competition with area schools will 
add interest and variety to classroom experiences. College bound students looking for opportunities for 
creative work should consider this elective. 
  
JOURNALISM AND BROADCAST MEDIA                        0195 
No prerequisite                                           (5 points-one semester)  
Introduces students to news writing and reporting, as well as the analytical skills needed to determine 
what constitutes "news" in the eyes of the media and the general public. Students will learn the roles 
that the newspaper, Internet, and television mediums have in shaping our culture. Students will learn to 
develop story ideas, to gather information, to combine visual and verbal messages, and to write and edit 
news. Special attention will be given to producing programs for the morning announcements. Using both 
the Computer Lab and the state-of-the-art TV studio, students will confront the challenges of producing, 
publishing, and/or broadcasting news fit for both school and community consumption.  
 
PUBLIC SPEAKING                                0198 
No prerequisite                              (5 points-one semester) 
Is a "tool" course that should have social and vocational value for all students. It aims to develop 
effective oral communication.  Correct voice production, pronunciation, and the art of listening are all 
stressed. Types of speeches and techniques of delivery are studied.  Regular appearances before a 
group develop poise and self-confidence. Students will be required to prepare their assignments through 
independent research projects.  
 
MEDIA PRODUCTION WORKSHOP                       0208  

No prerequisite                              (5 points-one semester) 
Involves students in the creation, development, and presentation of various media programs, such as 
the commercial, public service announcement, newscast, mini-documentary, visual story, and short film/
video piece. Emphasis is placed upon writing program proposals and content for project work, with a 
mandatory written component. Students are given the opportunity to work on projects with state-of-the-
art digital video equipment in our TV Studio setting, and they will function in a variety of roles: author, 
actor, crew, and editor. In this course a student's creative "juices" must be flowing! A goal will be to 
produce potential content for both school and community consumption.  
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FAMILY AND CONSUMER SCIENCES 
 
The curriculum in the Family and Consumer Sciences Department provides opportunities for students to 
explore theory and living skills in the areas of food and nutrition, and clothing and textiles. 

 

ELECTIVES  
 
APPAREL DESIGN I                   0801, 0802 
No prerequisite                  (4, 6 points)  
Offers an opportunity to gain career skills in all facets of the fashion industry. Provides students with a 
fundamental understanding of fibers, fabrics, textile construction and design. Students learn basic 
pattern making skills; computer aided pattern making and garment construction. Career opportunities in 
fashion design and industry are explored.  
 
APPAREL DESIGN II                    0804, 0805 
Prerequisite:  Apparel Design I                (4, 6 points)  
Provides an opportunity to do advanced work in the areas of pattern making, computer aided pattern 
making, and garment construction. Advanced garment techniques include draping design, fitting, 
couture machine and hand skills, and an introduction to tailoring. Topics included are apparel production 
and merchandising. Topics of special interest to fashion students may be explored.  
 
CHEFôS WORKSHOP                     0811, 0812 
No prerequisite                  (4, 6 points)  
Provides opportunities for students to develop basic skills in nutrition, meal planning, food purchasing, 
food preparation, regional foods, and consumer topics. Food careers are explored. 
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  HEALTH AND PHYSICAL EDUCATION  
 
HEALTH EDUCATION  

Health Education courses in Abington are a part of a continuous sequence that begins in first grade. The 
program in ninth grade is provided to give students a better understanding of themselves and others as 
they grow through the early teen years. The twelfth grade program offers experiences aimed at 
improving knowledge, practices, and attitudes related to adult living, mental health, family living, and 
current problems associated with adult health education. 
 

PHYSICAL EDUCATION  

Successful completion of a yearly physical education course is required of all students in Abington 
Senior High School. The program actively addresses national, state, and local standards.  The physical 
education program is an organized, co-educational, program that provides all students with the 
opportunity to achieve proficiency in a wide variety of activities. The goal of the physical education 
program is to enable students to enrich their physical well-being, become aware of their own abilities, 
develop knowledge and skills in a wide variety of activities, and better understand the importance of 
fitness for a lifetime. 
 

REQUIRED SEQUENCE FOR GRADES 10-12 
 
PHYSICAL EDUCATION      
Required of all students in                             
Grades 10, 11 and 12  
(3 points)                                                                       
                    
Grade 10                0514 
This program is a standards-based curriculum that includes a wide variety of activities that are provided 
throughout the school year.  The course is designed to develop individual skills in lifetime physical 
activities and team sports.  The wide array of activities varies from personal fitness utilizing our new 
cardio room, to lifetime activities including tennis, bowling and team sports such as team-handball and 
soccer.  Sophomores are scheduled to have one marking period dedicated to wellness and water safety. 
During this time the students will learn pool safety, CPR through the American Heart Association, 
complete the 10

th
 grade DARE program, and be given instruction in critical health topics. 

 

Grades 11 and 12               0515 
The physical education program for the juniors and seniors will build on the foundation that was 
established during the sophomore year.  Time will be spent developing an appreciation for personal 
fitness, team sports, and life-time activities.  The activities will continue to align with the standards-based 
curriculum and be offered in a fall, winter 1, winter 2, and spring format.  The 11

th
 and 12

th
 grade 

curriculum includes fitness walking, table tennis, weight training, volleyball, and numerous other 
challenging activities. 
 

HEALTH EDUCATION                                  0560  

Required for all students in Grade 12                                   (2 points)  
Focuses on the study of human behavior and human sexuality. Human behavior consists of a complete 
study of mental health, from the recognition of basic needs to the understanding of the importance of 
making positive healthy choices throughout a lifetime. The study of human sexuality includes the 
reproductive system, dating and courtship, marriage and family living, conception and childbirth, sexual 
behavior, etc.  
 

GRADING 
Students are graded on attendance, participation, preparation, and citizenship as follows: 
100-90=A; 89-80=B; 79-70=C; 69-65=D; 40-64=E; 0-39=F 
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THE OPT-OUT PROGRAM 
Senior high school students who are involved in an activity that competes on an interscholastic level, 
practices or competes a minimum of five days a week for 1-1/2 hours each day, and are reported on the 
Abington Senior High School Eligibility List may opt-out of physical education and will be assigned to a 
study hall.  The purpose of the Opt-Out Program is to give the participants time, during the school day, 
to keep up with their academic endeavors.  Students may only opt-out of two seasons during the course 
of one school year.   
 

CONCLUSION 
It is the expectation of the Senior High School Physical Education Department that all students will gain 
the knowledge, information, and skills to continue a life-long attitude of wellness through physical 
activity.  Statistics show that the second leading cause of preventable death in the United States is 
obesity due to a sedentary lifestyle.  Our desire is that all Abington graduates will be productive, active 
citizens through the application of the knowledge and skills gained throughout our enjoyable standards-
based program. 

 
ELECTIVES 

 
LIFEGUARD TRAINING                             0571  

                               (1 point- one semester) 
Eligibility ðPersons are eligible who have passed their fifteenth birthday and have completed the 
following prerequisites: Swim 500 yards continuously using the crawl, breast-stroke, elementary 
backstroke, sidestroke; surface dive to a minimum depth of 9 feet and bring a 10-lb diving brick to the 
surface; surface dive to a minimum depth of 5 feet and swim underwater for a minimum of 15 yards; and 
tread water for 1 minute. Strong swimming skills are necessary for the performance of lifesaving skills. 
The course may be repeated for credit until American Red Cross Certification is performed.  
 
WATER SAFETY AIDE                                       0572  
Prerequisite:  Recommendation of the instructor                                 (2 points)  
This is an elective program providing an opportunity for development of leadership skills in aquatics 
instruction. Students will be involved in the Life Skills Support Learn to Swim Program. 
 
ADAPTED PHYSICAL EDUCATION ALTERNATIVES                                              0520  

Approval of family physician and parent is required.                                 (3 points) 
A diversified program for developmental activities, games, and sports for students with limitations or 
disabilities who may not safely or successfully participate in the regular physical education program.  
 
 

The State Board of Education requires school districts to provide ongoing instruction about 

Acquired Immune Deficiency Syndrome (AIDS).  In the Abington School District, AIDS 

instruction will be included in the health education program of grades 6, 7, 9 and 12.  

 

Parents/guardians are welcome to visit the school and to review the materials for 

instruction.  If the content conflicts with the religious beliefs or moral principles of the 

student, s/he may be excused from AIDS instruction.  In such an event, it is necessary to 

send a written request to the building principal.  
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MATHEMATICS 
 
The mathematics offerings of Abington Senior High School are part of a continuous sequence that 
begins in grade seven. The program adopts criteria from the standards as recommended by the National 
Council of Teachers of Mathematics, the Advanced Placement Program provided by the College Board, 
and the Pennsylvania Academic Standards and State Regulations on Curriculum and Assessment.  
Applications and the use of technology are integrated into the curricula of all courses. 
 

Abington's program provides a foundation of mathematical ideas and applications for all students. By its 
emphasis on fundamental mathematical concepts and essential skills, this foundation provides all 
students solid preparation for the world of work and citizenship, positive mathematical dispositions, and 
the conceptual basis for further study. Learning mathematics is valuable in developing many important 
personal qualities such as critical thinking, logic, communication skills, organization and attention to 
detail. This value transcends the actual rules, patterns and content that is learned along the way.  
Homework is an integral part of achieving success in mathematics and is a minimum requirement for all 
courses offered in this section.  
 

Mathematics Program   
All students are required to complete three years of mathematics as part of the general education 
program in grades 9-12. The most typical grade 9 to 12 college preparatory sequence is: 

 
Algebra 1 Ÿ Geometry Ÿ Algebra 2 Ÿ Elective 

 
In addition, 10

th
 grade college preparatory students are required to take Academic Access Math or 

Critical Mathematics 10. These courses are designed to familiarize students with the content and 
formats specific to the PSAT, PSSA and SAT tests. 
 

Honors Program  
 
An honors course in mathematics requires a strong student commitment. Each successive course gets 
harder within the progression.  Excellent study habits are essential.  Most students need to spend a 
significant amount of time preparing every day.  Students should be cautious about carrying too many 
honors and advanced courses.   
 
The honors program begins in grade 7 and continues in the high school in the following sequence: 
 

H-Geometry Ÿ H-Algebra 2 Ÿ H-Calculus A Ÿ AP Calculus BC 
              & Trigonometry 
 
Students who complete the entire honors program are prepared to take the Advanced Placement 
Calculus BC exam.  Advanced Placement Statistics is another option students may elect during grades 
11 or 12.  Some students choose to take AP Statistics in addition to Honors Calculus A in grade 11 or in 
addition to AP Calculus in grade 12.  Ninth grade students in geometry should weigh their decision to 
remain in or rejoin honors math carefully.  Students may only elect H-Calculus A if they have taken H-
Algebra 2 and Trigonometry.  H-Calculus A is not an entry point into the honors sequence.  Selecting 
Algebra 2 in tenth grade will also mandate the selection of Precalculus for grade 11.  AP Statistics may 
be taken in addition to Precalculus during grade 11 if an honors course in mathematics is desired.  The 
normal non-honors sequence for students accelerated a year in mathematics is: 
 
     Geometry   Ÿ Algebra 2 Ÿ Precalculus Ÿ AP Calculus AB 
     H-Geometry        or Calculus 
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SAT® PREPARATION:  MATHEMATICS                        0352 
Prerequisite:   Geometry                            (1 point) 
This semester course will focus on test taking strategies and problem solving as they relate to the 
mathematics sections of the SAT®.  Students will see problem sets that focus on specific strategies and 
skills.  Students will complete times sections to practice pacing and the recognition of common problem 
types.  This course will meet one time per week for one semester. 
 
ACADEMIC ACCESS MATH                          0301 
No prerequisite                                     (2 points) 
Academic Access is a one period per week class designed to offer systematic preparation for the PSSA 
while also aiding in PSAT and SAT preparation.  This is a mandatory class for students taking Formal 
Geometry or Algebra 2 in 10

th
 grade.   

 
CRITICAL MATHEMATICS 10                          0302 
No prerequisite                              (4, 6 points) 
Critical Mathematics is designed to offer preparation and support for geometry and future state testing.  
This course is required for grade 10 students who scored Basic or Below Basic on the eighth grade 
Pennsylvania System of School Assessment or subsequent local standards-based assessments.  This 
course may be scheduled or added based on teacher or administrator recommendation. 
 

CRITICAL MATHEMATICS 11                          0304 
No prerequisite                                (4, 6 points) 
Critical Mathematics is designed to offer preparation and support for Algebra 2 and future state testing.  
This course is required for grade 11 students who scored Basic or Below Basic on the eighth-grade 
Pennsylvania System of School Assessment or subsequent local standards-based assessments.  This 
course may be scheduled or added based on teacher or administrator recommendation. 
 
STANDARDS-BASED MATHEMATICS  11           0308 
Prerequisite:   Teacher or administrative recommendation                                     (6, 8, 10 points) 
This course will help to prepare students for the mathematics portion of the PSSA in grade 11.  Students 
will review and practice algebraic concepts, data analysis, probability, geometry, measurement and 
numbers and operations. 
 

GRADE 10 
 
FORMAL GEOMETRY                  0321  

Prerequisite:  Algebra 1                    (10 points)  
Concentrates on plane geometry with some work in solid geometry, and coordinate geometry. The 
teaching of formal proofs is included along with the relationships between postulates, theorems and 
definitions. Algebraic practice is integrated throughout.  
 
H-ALGEBRA 2 AND TRIGONOMETRY              0330  

Prerequisite:  H-Geometry or Exemplary work in Formal Geometry              (10 points) 
This is a rigorous course combining topics in Algebra 2 and Precalculus.  It requires a strong student 
commitment in terms of effort and study skills. The primary focus is on the study of polynomial, rational, 
radical, exponential, logarithmic, trigonometric and inverse trigonometric functions as well as related 
properties, equations and applications.  Other topics include sequence, series, combinatorics and 
probability.   
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GRADE 11 
 
ALGEBRA 2                    0331  

Prerequisite:  Formal Geometry [0321], Grade 9 Geometry                 (10 points) 
This course is a continuation of Algebra 1. Topics include the study of linear, quadratic, exponential and 
logarithmic functions. Other topics include solving equations, systems of equations and inequalities, 
factoring, simplifying rational and radical expressions, properties of logarithms, complex numbers, 
combinations, permutations and probability.  
 

H-CALCULUS A                              0340 

Prerequisite: H-Algebra 2 and Trigonometry [0330]                 (10 points)  
This course is part of a three year program that prepares students to take the AP Calculus BC test and 
therefore requires H-Algebra 2 and Trigonometry as a prerequisite.  H-Calculus A covers differential 
calculus thoroughly. Students will apply the derivative to elementary, exponential, logarithmic, and 
trigonometric functions.  A conceptual understanding is emphasized by routinely assigning advanced 
placement and non-routine type problems.  Topics include limits and their properties, the derivative, 
rules of differentiation, applications of the derivative, polar functions, the polar coordinate system and 
conic sections. 
 

MATHEMATICS ELECTIVES  
 

A fourth year of mathematics is strongly encouraged for students preparing for college.  Abington Senior 
High School offers many fine electives for seniors.  Colleges and Universities look positively on a 
challenging academic schedule that includes a fourth year of mathematics as long as strong grades are 
maintained.   
 
AP Statistics and Finite Mathematics courses are outstanding electives to consider.  Since making 
inferences from data is such an important basic skill in the workplace, most students are required to take 
at least one statistics course in college to fulfill their degree requirements. Some colleges require a finite 
mathematics course instead of or in addition to a course in statistics.  Both courses are rich with 
practical applications and the use of technology. 
 
Like algebra, calculus provides basic skills for other areas of mathematics as well as many areas of 
science. Calculus involves infinite processes (limits) and primarily deals with the rates at which functions 
change (differential calculus) and special infinite sums (integral calculus).  Most science, computer 
science and mathematics majors are required to take calculus during their freshman year. Many 
colleges require their business majors to take a business calculus course that is less rigorous and does 
not include trigonometry. Social science and liberal arts majors do not typically take Calculus. It is not 
uncommon for students to experience difficulty in calculus because of insufficient algebra skills and/or 
undisciplined study habits.   
 

ADVANCED PLACEMENT CALCULUS [AB]                                         0350  

Prerequisites:  Precalculus [0341] or                              (10 points) 
H-Calculus A [0340] and  
permission of the Math Chair 

This course is equivalent to one semester of a college calculus course.  It follows the curricula as 
recommended by the College Board Advanced Placement Program. Topics include limits, the derivative, 
differentiation and integration rules for polynomial, exponential, logarithmic, trigonometric and inverse 
trigonometric functions, applications of the derivative, the antiderivative, evaluating and approximating 
definite integrals, applications of the definite integral and solving and approximating solutions to 
separable differential equations. There is an emphasis on preparation and practice for the AP Calculus 
AB exam.  Students are expected to take the Advanced Placement Calculus (AB) Examination and may 
receive up to 4 college credits depending on their score and college destination.  Since there is 
significant overlap in H- Calculus A, students who are currently in H-Calculus A will only be permitted to 
take this course with permission of the Department Chair of Mathematics. 
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  ADVANCED PLACEMENT CALCULUS [BC]              0360  

Prerequisite:  H- Calculus A [0340] with grade ñBò or better                          (10 points)  
AP Calculus BC continues where H- Calculus A concludes.  For this reason, it is only available to 
students who have taken the prerequisite. AP Calculus BC is equivalent to more than two semesters of 
college calculus.  It follows the curriculum as recommended by the College Board Advanced Placement 
Program. There is an emphasis on preparation and practice for the AP Calculus BC exam.  Students are 
expected to take the Advanced Placement Calculus (BC) Examination and can receive up to 8 college 
credits depending on their score and college destination.  All topics included in AP Calculus AB are here 
addressed as well as techniques of integration, power series, the Calculus of polar and vector valued 
functions.  
 

ADVANCED PLACEMENT  STATISTICS                         0370  

Prerequisite:  Algebra 2 [0331]                               (10 points)  
This course follows the curriculum recommended by the College Board Advanced Placement Program. 
There is an emphasis on preparation and practice for the AP Statistics Exam.  Students are expected to 
take the AP exam and may receive up to 3 college credits depending on their score and college 
destination.  Topics include summarizing and investigating data, descriptive statistics, probability 
distributions, sampling methods and distributions, hypothesis testing, regression and correlation 
analysis.  Real world applications are routine in this course and individual and group projects are 
required. Critical thinking is emphasized in this course and is extremely important for student success. 
AP Statistics requires excellent study habits and a commitment of significant time outside of class every 
day.  The successful completion of Algebra 2 is the minimum requirement to elect  AP Statistics but 
students are more thoroughly prepared if they have successfully completed Precalculus or Honors 
Algebra 2 and Trigonometry. 
 

CALCULUS               0355  
Prerequisite:     Precalculus [0341] or                    (10 points) 

H-Calculus A [0340]    
Calculus uses the same text as the AP courses.  The material covered is similar to AP Calculus AB.  
Because students are not expected to take the AP Exam, the pace is slower and there is less emphasis 
on theory.  Still there is much memorization and rigor in this course.  Excellent study habits and a 
significant investment of daily preparation time are vital for success.  
 
FINITE MATHEMATICS                 0354 

Prerequisite:  successful completion of Grade 11 math course                (10 points) 
Finite Mathematics is comparable to a college course of the same name (also known as Discrete 
Mathematics). Topics include probability and statistics, linear algebra (matrices), the mathematics of 
finance and other discrete topics. Real world applications using graphing calculators are integrated on a 
regular basis. Individual and group projects modeling current topics and issues are required. 
 
PRECALCULUS                 0341 

Prerequisite:  Algebra 2 [0331]                                (10 points)  
This course builds upon the foundations of Algebra and expands into Trigonometry and Calculus. Topics 
include polynomial, rational, radical, exponential, trigonometric, inverse trigonometric and logarithmic 
functions, expressions and equations, conic sections, sequences, series, limits and the derivative.  
Precalculus requires a significant amount of memorization and daily preparation.  The depth and 
complexity is much greater than what is experienced in Algebra 2.   
 

PREREQUISITES FOR COLLEGE MATHEMATICS                            0353, 0356 
Prerequisite:   Algebra 2 [0331]              (5 points, 10 points) 
The purpose of this course is to strengthen algebraic skills and introduce topics that will be helpful in 
taking a college course in Precalculus, Finite Mathematics or Introductory Statistics.  Topics include but 
are not limited to polynomial, rational, exponential and logarithmic functions, algebraic rules and 
properties, properties of logarithms. 
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STANDARDS-BASED MATHEMATICS 12A                      0313 
Prerequisite:  A Basic or Below-Basic score on the PSSA                                (5 points) 
This first semester course will provide assistance to students who need to demonstrate proficiency on 
the PSSA content in order to graduate.  Students will review and practice algebraic concepts, data 
analysis and probability, geometry and measurement, and numbers and operations.  Students who 
demonstrate proficiency on the grade 12 PSSA retest and who pass SBM 12A may take a different 
elective during the second semester in lieu of SBM 12B. 
 
STANDARDS-BASED MATHEMATICS 12B            0314 
Prerequisite:  A Basic or Below-Basic score on the PSSA                                  (5 points) 
This second semester course will provide assistance to students who need to demonstrate proficiency 
on the PSSA content in order to graduate.  Students will review and practice algebraic concepts, data 
analysis and probability, geometry and measurement, and numbers and operations.   
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MUSIC 
 

Music education provides an opportunity for the appreciation, study, and performance of the music of 
many periods and cultures. In grades nine through twelve, all music courses are elected by the student 
according to his/her interest in music as a career, a leisure time activity, or as an aesthetic experience in 
the arts.  

 

Electives   
 
HONORS MUSIC THEORY                         0900 
Prerequisite: Approval of instructor                                   (6 points)  
Introduces the study of the fundamentals of music theory, harmonization, and ear training. The course 
begins with the study of scales, intervals, and triads, and culminates with harmonization of simple 
melodies using the basic triads.  
 
AP MUSIC THEORY                       0920  

Prerequisite: Honors Music Theory                         (6 points)  
AP Music Theory extends the subject matter covered in Honors Music Theory.  The course includes the 
introduction of seventh chords, elementary modulation, altered chords, and basic counterpoint. Upon 
completion of this course, the student will have covered the necessary material to take the Advanced 
Placement Music Theory Examination.  
 

HONORS ADVANCED STUDIES IN MUSIC THEORY                     0910  

Prerequisite: AP Music Theory                        (6 points)  
Advanced Studies in Music Theory extends the study of music theory and harmony beyond the 
requirements of the Advanced Placement Examination. This course is available to those serious music 
students preparing for study in a college or conservatory music program.  
 
CONCERT BAND                       0935 
Prerequisite: Approval of the band director                  (10 points)  
The Concert Band is designed for the intermediate band musician. Membership is open, although every 
student must perform a placement audition. The daily rehearsals will develop and reinforce basic 
ensemble skills, musical concepts, etiquette and behavior. Development of proper techniques will be 
stressed and the ensemble will explore interesting and appropriately challenging wind band literature. 
The Concert Band rehearses daily and performs a minimum of two concerts on campus and may 
perform off campus as appropriate.  
 
MIXED CHORUS                        0901  

No prerequisite                      (10 points)  
Open to any students with an interest in singing choral music. Offers students with vocal potential, music 
reading ability, willingness to work with others, and an interest in choral music, an opportunity to study 
and perform a wide variety of choral literature. This group presents several concerts during the year.  
 

COMPUTER BASED MUSIC I                      0921  

No prerequisite                              (6 points) 
Introduces the study of the fundamentals of musical composition and ear training, through the use of 
related software, MIDI keyboards and some basic programming skills. The purpose of this course is to 
develop creativity and  musicianship through the use of music production technology and the exploration 
of musical mediums being used in the contemporary music scene.  
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COMPUTER BASED MUSIC II                                0922 

Prerequisite: Computer Based Music I                       (6 points) 
This course extends the subject matter covered in Computer Based Music I. The course will include 
harmonization and arrangement of simple melodies using all the basic triads and further study in 
composition of contemporary music. This course is recommended for those students contemplating 
further study of music. 
 
COMPUTER BASED MUSIC III                            0923  

Prerequisite: Computer Based Music II               (6 points)  
This course further extends the subject matter covered in Computer Based Music I and II, while 
introducing more advanced harmonization, arranging and production techniques. The course is 
recommended for those students contemplating a career in music.  
 
SELECT CHOIR                         0903 

Prerequisites: Approval of the choir director              (10 points) 
This course is by audition only.  Auditions occur every May.  If you are interested in this group, sign up 
for Mixed Choir and, if selected, you will be moved into Select Choir.  This course offers the advanced 
vocalist opportunities to study music of all periods. The group is in demand to perform numerous 
concerts during the year.  
 
ORCHESTRA I, II                    0955, 0965 
Prerequisite: Approval of the orchestra director             (10 points)  
Offers an opportunity for the study of orchestra literature of many periods and styles, which this group 
performs in a series of school concerts and community programs during the year. Students must 
demonstrate some proficiency in playing an instrument. In addition to ensemble experience, solo 
opportunity and small ensemble experiences are available for interested and qualified students.  
 
PIANO I                      0911  

No prerequisite                      (3 points)  
Provides opportunity for students with no previous keyboard experience to explore the fundamental 
principles of keyboard technique. Music reading and theory are emphasized through a wide variety of 
solo experiences.  

 
PIANO II                    0912  

Prerequisite: Approval of instructor                   (3 points)  
Provides opportunity for students with previous keyboard experience to develop advanced keyboard 
techniques through solo and ensemble experiences.  
 
VOICE CLASS                     0913  

No prerequisite                      (2 points)  
Presents class instruction in the necessary skills required for correct vocal technique. This course is 
designed for the student who is interested in improving his/her vocal performance and in broadening his/
her knowledge of vocal music.  
 

SYMPHONIC BAND               0945 
Prerequisite: Audition (required of all band students)              (10 points)  
Designed for the advanced band musician, this select ensemble has a balanced and limited 
instrumentation. Membership is achieved through audition, which is required of all new band students. 
The focus of the Symphonic Band will be on the development of advanced musical concepts and 
techniques as well as the exploration of superior wind band literature. The Symphonic Band rehearses 
daily and performs a minimum of two concerts on campus and may perform off campus as appropriate.  
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  READING 
 
Reading is an essential life skill and the basic tool required in our literate society. With instruction and 
practice, students can improve their reading skills.  At the high school, a variety of reading courses are 
offered.  These reading courses emphasize the following areas:  comprehension, vocabulary 
development, study techniques, research, test-taking, and reading for pleasure.  Depending on the 
studentsô needs, courses are designed to help students achieve proficiency on the Pennsylvania 
Academic Standards or to enhance the reading abilities of students already demonstrating proficiency. 
 

Electives   
 
CRITICAL READING 10              0815 
No prerequisite                          (6 points)  
This course is designed to improve studentsô reading abilities.  Emphasis is placed on achieving 
proficiency in the Pennsylvania Academic Standards for Reading.  Students are taught strategies for 
critical reading and comprehension of fiction and non-fiction texts, including young adult literature, short 
stories, novels, plays, poetry, textbooks, magazine articles, and electronic resources.  Techniques for 
note-taking and vocabulary development will also be taught. The course will offer systematic test 
preparation.  Reading for pleasure will also be an area of emphasis.  Students will read a combination of 
teacher-assigned and self-selected materials.  Critical Reading 10 classes meet three periods per week.  
This course will be required for all grade 10 students scoring Basic or Below-basic on the 8

th
 grade 

PSSA and/or additional reading assessments, as well as those students at risk of not being proficient on 
grade level assessments. 
 
CRITICAL READING 11              0817 
No prerequisite                          (6 points) 
This course is designed to help students attain proficiency in the Pennsylvania Academic Standards for 
Reading.  Students are taught strategies for critical reading and increasing comprehension of both fiction 
and non-fiction materials.  Techniques for note-taking and vocabulary development will also be taught.  
Test-taking skills will be emphasized, including systematic preparation for the PSSA.  Reading for 
pleasure will be a component of this course.  Critical Reading 11 classes meet three periods per week.  
The course is required for all grade 11 students scoring Basic or Below-basic on various reading 
assessments, including their most recent PSSA and 10

th
 grade proficiency examinations. It will also be 

required of those students at risk of not being proficient on grade level assessments. 
 
CRITICAL READING 12A               0823 
No prerequisite                           (2 points) 
This first semester course is designed to help students attain proficiency in the Pennsylvania Academic 
Standards for Reading.  Students are taught strategies for increasing their ability to understand and 
interpret fiction and non-fiction text.  Instruction will focus on comprehension and vocabulary skills, as 
well as analyzing an authorôs effectiveness in use of literary devices and elements.  Test-taking skills will 
be emphasized, including explicit and systematic preparation for the PSSA.  Critical Reading 12A 
classes meet two periods per week.  The course is required for all grade 12 students scoring Basic or 
Below-basic on reading sections of the 11

th
 grade PSSA. Students who demonstrate proficiency on the 

grade 12 PSSA retest and who pass Critical Reading 12A may take a different elective during the 
second semester in lieu of Critical Reading 12B. 
 
CRITICAL READING 12B                0824 
No prerequisite                          (2 points) 
This second semester course is designed to help students attain proficiency in the Pennsylvania 
Academic Standards for reading.  Students are taught strategies for increasing their ability to understand 
and interpret fiction and non-fiction text.  Instruction will focus on comprehension and vocabulary skills, 
as well as analyzing an authorôs effectiveness in use of literary devices and elements.  Test-taking skills 
will be emphasized, including explicit and systematic preparation for the PSSA and other standards-
based assessments.  Critical Reading 12B classes meet two periods per week.  The course is required 
for all grade 12 students scoring Basic or Below-basic on reading sections of the 11

th
 grade PSSA and 

the 12
th
 grade PSSA re-test. 
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POPULAR CONTEMPORARY LITERATURE            0825 
No prerequisite            (2 or 4 points) 
This course is designed specifically for proficient or advanced readers. Students will read materials self-
selected and high-interest teacher-assigned literary works from a wide variety of genres in the realm of 
adolescent and young adult literature.  Students will interact with traditional print materials, as well as 
various technology-related tools to analyze and discuss their reading. A focus on critical thinking, active 
discussion, and comprehension strategies will allow students to foster their reading competence, as well 
as enhance their motivation to read.   
 

SAT
 ® 

PREPARATION:  READIN G AND WRITING          0152 
No prerequisite                              (1 point) 
This semester course is designed to prepare students to be successful and/or improve their 
performance on the Critical Reading and Writing sections of the SAT

 ®
. General approaches to 

successful test-taking will be taught. Students will also learn specific strategies for successfully 
answering Sentence Completion and Passage-based Reading questions on the Critical Reading section 
of the SAT

 ®
. Additionally, strategies for improved essay writing and answering various types of multiple 

choice questions in the Writing section of the test will be taught.  Ample opportunities for application of 
these skills and strategies to practice tests will be provided. This course meets once per week for a 
semester. 
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SCIENCE 
 
Science is required of all students in grades 9, 10 and 11. In grade 12, students may select a science 
course from a wide range of electives. Courses are designed for students who wish to pursue a 
particular scientific interest or who simply wish to improve their background. Courses are offered for 
college-bound students and for those who are interested in science-related careers.  
 

Advanced Placement courses enable a student to obtain college credit for high school work. Laboratory 
experience and/or fieldwork are integral parts of most course offerings. All students must complete at 
least one year of a physical science (Aerospace, Astronomy, Chemistry, Honors Chemistry, Physics, 
Honors Physics, or Active Physics) in meeting the three-year science requirement for graduation.  
 

RECOMMENDED SEQUENCE 

Grade   Honors  College Prep  

  
9 

 

       Honors Biology 

  
Biology 

  
10 

 
Honors Chemistry 

  
Chemistry 

  
11 

  
Honors Physics or 

Honors Physics and AP Chemistry 
(concurrently) 

  
Physics 

Or Active Physics 

  
12 

  
AP Biology 

AP Chemistry 
AP Physics C 
AP Physics B 

AP Environmental Science 
Astronomy 

Aerospace (semester) 
Forensic Science (semester) 

Engineering Physics (semester) 

  
AP Biology 

AP Chemistry 
AP Physics C 
AP Physics B 

AP Environmental Science 
Astronomy 

Aerospace (semester) 
Forensic Science (semester) 

Engineering Physics (semester) 

 
 
GRADE 10 SEQUENCE 
Students having successfully completed Biology during their ninth grade year, must elect Honors 
Chemistry or Chemistry during their tenth grade year. 
 
CHEMISTRY                             0411 

Prerequisite:  Completion of Biology                     (10 points) 
 It is recommended that students have a good grasp  
 of Algebra 1 concepts before taking Chemistry. 

This course is the systematic study of the properties of common elements and their compounds. The 
student looks at the atomic structure of those compounds and makes a survey of their relationships to 
each other. The student learns the fundamental theories and principles involved in basic chemical 
reactions.  
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HONORS CHEMISTRY              0410  

Prerequisite: Biology or Honors Biology                        (10 points) 
This Course stresses experimentation and observation. Topics include: atomic theory, conservation 
laws, kinetic theory, atomic structure, periodic table, energy changes in chemical and nuclear reactions, 
equilibrium, oxidation-reduction, electro-magnetic radiation, molecular architecture, and carbon 
compounds. This course is recommended for students planning to take the SAT Subject Test in 
Chemistry. The course is not open to students who have taken Chemistry (0411). 
 
GRADE 11 SEQUENCE 
Tenth grade students, having successfully completed Chemistry or Honors Chemistry during tenth 
grade, are recommended to take Physics, Honors Physics, or Active Physics during their eleventh grade 
year. 
 

PHYSICS                0421 
Prerequisite:    Chemistry or Honors Chemistry                         (10 points) 
This is a problem solving and laboratory oriented course. It includes the study of mechanics, light, 
electricity, heat, and some topics in modern physics.  

 

HONORS PHYSICS               0420  

Prerequisite:  See Course Selection on page  5                         (10 points) 
Emphasizes kinematics, dynamics, and electricity through study of the atom. This course is 
recommended for science students interested in the theoretical structure of physics based upon inquiry 
and laboratory experience. This course best prepares the student for taking the SAT Subject Test in 
Physics.  
 
ACTIVE PHYSICS               0431 
No prerequisite                       (10 points) 
Active Physics students are introduced to physics concepts as they explore issues in transportation, 
communication, home, and sports.  Students learn through small group discussions, laboratory 
investigations, and projects. Overall, the emphasis is on physics at the conceptual level, although 
students are routinely expected to use arithmetic and algebra in their individual responses. As they 
complete group and individual assignments, students make use of technology such as calculator-based 
laboratory equipment and computer spreadsheets. 

 
Electives  

 
ANATOMY / PHYSIOLOGY                      0404 
Prerequisite: Seniors who have passed Biology                (10 points) 
The purpose of this course is to provide students with a background in anatomy and physiology.  The 
course includes  the anatomy of the cat, and the physiology of the individual organ systems. A major 
portion of the course includes the dissection of an actual cat.  

  
ADVANCED PLACEMENT BIOLOGY                     0400  

Prerequisite:  See Course Selection on page 5                              (10 points) 
This course is taught at the college level and is designed to prepare the student for the Advanced 
Placement Biology examination. This is a six period a week class that has both a lecture and a lab 
component. 
 
AP Biology consists of extensive studies in biochemistry, cells, cellular energetics, genetics, evolution, 
diversity of organisms, structure and function of plants and animals, and ecology.   Primary emphasis in 
the AP Biology course is on developing an understanding of concepts rather than on memorizing terms 
and technical details.  Descriptive and experimental laboratory exercises will provide the maximum 
opportunity for students to learn a variety of skills and those facts, principles, and concepts of general 
biology covered in lectures, reading, and discussion. One-fourth to one-third of the course grade is 
derived from laboratory work. 
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AEROSPACE SCIENCE              0441 
Prerequisite: Any Senior who has passed Active Physics, Physics,                (5 points-one semester) 
  or Honors Physics  
In this course students will investigate the nature of flight. They will learn the parts of an airplane, the 
factors that affect flight, and the history of modern flight.  During the semester, students complete 
several hand-on projects including constructing rubber band airplanes and designing balsa wood gliders.  
 
ASTRONOMY                         0444  

No prerequisite-open only to Grades 11 and 12                  (10 points) 
Space! The Final Frontier! Astronomy will offer you adventure. Topics include ice on the moon, life on 
Mars and possible alien life. Have you ever wondered about UFOs, black holes, worm-holes or how the 
universe began? Learn about the planets and their weird moons. Learn of telescopes listening for 
messages from alien creatures. See how Astronomy connects to all other human endeavors, such as 
philosophy, history, politics, the environment and the arts. Study Astronomy to intensify your personal 
relationship to the universe.  
 

ADVANCED PLACEMENT CHEMISTRY            0430  

Prerequisite: See Course Selection on page 5                                (10 points) 
Undertakes thorough study of the underlying principles of chemistry. The first part of the course 
emphasizes such fundamentals as oxidation potential, equilibrium constant, kinetic-molecular theory, 
chemical bonds, and reaction kinetics. Later, making full use of principles already learned, a large body 
of descriptive material is drawn together. Students will be prepared to take the Advanced Placement 
Examination in Chemistry.  
 
PHYSICS FOR ENGINEERING AND DESIGN            0422 
Prerequisite: Any Senior who has passed Active Physics,                     (5 points) 
  Physics, or Honors Physics             
Students in this course will investigate technology and  how science and technology influence each 
other. Students will investigate the scientific principles of tension and compression, hydraulics and 
pneumatics, alternate energy, and circuitry.  The students will use the engineering design process to 
apply these principles to different challenges.  Projects include straw rockets, towers, bridges, robotic 
arms, and solar cars. 

 

FORENSIC SCIENCE              0492 
Prerequisite:  Any Senior                            (5 points-one semester) 
This semester course utilizes lecture, extensive laboratory activities, scientific literature/case study 
analysis, and demonstrations in a forensic context and will allow students to apply scientific 
methodology to develop writing, problem solving and critical thinking skills in a biological context. This 
course directly utilizes the key concepts of the areas of cellular biology, genetics, ecology and 
physiology. Inquiry based laboratory investigations and analysis play a central role in the course. 
Students will apply the foundations of biology to solve mock criminal investigations using a wide range of 
laboratory techniques used to process and analyze criminal evidence. Topics covered will include: crime 
scene analysis, physical/chemical analysis of various evidence types, advanced microscopy, 
chromatography, fingerprint comparison, blood typing (serology) and DNA analysis.  

 

ADVANCED PLACEMENT ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCE           0490  

Prerequisite:  See Course Selection on page  5                        (10 points) 
Environmental Science is a six-period per week course designed for the junior or senior student. Topics 
covered include cycling of matter and energy, as well as the interdependence of biota, atmosphere, 
geosphere and the activities of civilization. Additional topics include renewable and non-renewable 
resources, environmental quality, human population dynamics, consequences of environmental 
activities, risk-benefit analyses, environmental assessment, environmental regulations and 
environmental ethics. Laboratory investigations demonstrate real world applications of these issues. 
Course work demands both analytical skills and writing skills. The course prepares students to take the 
AP test that includes multiple-choice and free response questions. 
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ADVANCED PLACEMENT PHYSICS C                         0440  
Prerequisite: See Course Selection on page  5                                  (10 points) 
This course is planned for students with a sound mathematics background. The course approaches the 
largest physical concepts in a fundamental way that involves mathematics, theoretical physics, and 
experimental work in the laboratory. College level mechanics and electromagnetism are studied plus 
selected topics of modern physics. Calculus is used in this course. Students are prepared to take the AP 
Physics C: Electricity and Magnetism and the AP Physics C: Mechanics Exams.  
.  
ADVANCED PLACEMENT PHYSICS B             0450 
Prerequisite: Physics 0421                    (10 points) 
Advanced Placement Physics B provides a foundation in physics for students who will pursue a career 
in life sciences, pre-medicine and some applied sciences, as well as other fields not directly related to 
science. AP PHYSICS B builds on the conceptual understanding attained in a first course in traditional 
or honors physics. This course provides a systematic development of the main principles of physics; 
emphasizing problem solving and helping students develop a deep understanding of physics concepts.  
It is assumed that students are familiar with algebra and trigonometry. The course includes topics in 
both classical and modern physics. It covers five content areas: Newtonian mechanics, fluid mechanics 
and thermal physics, electricity and magnetism, waves and optics, and atomic and nuclear physics. 
Students are prepared for the AP Physics B exam. Since there is a large overlap with the material 
covered in Honors Physics 0420, students currently enrolled in Honors Physics 0420 should take AP 
Physics C instead of this course. 
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SOCIAL STUDIES 
 
The social studies curriculum is built on the foundation disciplines of history, geography, economics, 
sociology, psychology, anthropology; and political science. The specific courses and topics which 
comprise the curriculum rest on this foundation and focus on the past, present, and future interaction of 
human beings and their environment. 
 
The special purpose of social studies is citizen education and the civic learning of each individual.  
Abington has as its goal the development of a contributing and productive individual possessing self-
awareness, knowledge skills, and a sense of responsibility as a member of the family, school, local 
community, state, nation, and world. 
 
The service learning curriculum is part of the academic requirements for all students in their social 
studies courses.  Service Learning requires that students fulfill a set amount of hours in service to their 
community in tenth, eleventh, and twelfth grades.  Seniors must present a culminating project in order to 
pass their social studies requirement to graduate.  Additional information on Service Learning may be 
acquired on the schoolôs website. 
 

Required Sequence for Grades 10 -12 
 
WORLD CIVILIZATIONS II                        0221 
No prerequisite:   Required in grade 10              (10 Points)  
Focuses on the nations of the Middle East, Africa, Asia, and Latin America in their geographical, 
historical and cultural setting. Family organization, economic life, political trends, and relations with the 
rest of the world receive special attention.  A research paper is required. 
 
WORLD CIVILIZATIONS II HONORS            0220  

Prerequisite: See Course Selection on page 5                     (10 Points) 
Provides an in-depth examination of the nations of the Middle East, Africa, Asia and Latin America. The 
course includes extensive outside readings and reports on significant historical and contemporary issues 
in the world of the non-European nations. A research paper is required. 
 
AMERICAN STUDIES I                       0231 

No prerequisites: Required in grade 11               (10 points)  
Presents an interdisciplinary approach to the development of the United States and its people. It 
encompasses the history, the governmental structure, and the economic, social, and cultural 
development of the United States from colonial times to the turn of the twentieth century.  A research 
paper is required. 
 

AMERICAN STUDIES II                                           0241 
Prerequisite: American Studies I                         (10 points)  
               Required in grade 12 
Continues an interdisciplinary study of the United States and its people. The history, government, 
culture, and the economic and social problems of the United States in the twentieth century are 
emphasized. Also stressed is an examination of the contemporary problems of our society in the light of 
the past.  The culminating project is presented during twelfth grade.  See Page 3 for a detailed 
explanation of the culminating project. 
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ADVANCED PLACEMENT  AMERICAN STUDIES I & II            0230, 0240 
Prerequisite: See Course Selection on page 5                                     (10 points each) 
The Advanced Placement U.S. History course is offered over a two-year period.  The 11

th
 grade content 

matter covers discovery and settlement of the New World to The Gilded Age.  The 12
th
 grade course 

begins with early twentieth century foreign policy to present day.  Both courses are designed to deliver 
factual material and to deal critically with the historiography of United States history.  The course is 
designed to provide students with the analytic skills and knowledge necessary to deal critically with the 
problems and materials in U.S. History.  A special emphasis is placed upon writing skills.  A research 
paper is required in grade 11.  Students are expected to take the U.S. History Advanced Placement 
examination.   
 
INTERDISCIPLINARY STUDIES                       0151  
Prerequisite:  Recommended for grade 12                   (20 points)  
  Open to other students with a strong interest   
The Interdisciplinary Studies course is a humanities course that provides students with the opportunity to 
explore the branches of knowledge concerned with understanding humanity and its cultural expressions.  
It is the integrated study of history, economics, literature, language, philosophy, the visual arts, theatre 
and music.  Content emphasis is placed on the interconnectedness of the history of human societies, 
change and continuity within those societies, and the concepts and themes that embody human 
experience.  In the Interdisciplinary Studies course, emphasis is placed on critical thinking and creative 
expression as students engage in highly collaborative learning experiences with a high degree of variety 
in method of instruction and assessment.  Admission to this course is by application. 

 
ESL SOCIAL STUDIES II, III, IV               0266
                       (10 points) 
The ESL Social Studies course is designed for students currently enrolled in Beginner or Intermediate 
ESL.  ESL American History is a state-mandated course designed to connect students with the ideas, 
institutions, and events that have shaped the nation and thus prepare them for informed citizenship. In 
this course, students will learn about our nationôs economy, past and present, as well as major historical 
events, and the foundations of our government. ESL Social Studies differs from the regular social 
studies program in that it emphasizes conversation and listening skills, along with academic reading and 
writing.  ESL Social Studies also includes a World Civilizations II course focuses on the nations of the 
Middle East, Africa, Asia, and Latin America in their geographical, historical and cultural setting. Family 
organization, economic life, political trends, and relations with the rest of the world receive special 
attention. 
           

Electives  
 
ADVANCED PLACEMENT ECONOMICS                0260 
Prerequisite: See Course Selection on page 5                             (10 points) 
Identify some potential college majors that you may be interested in pursuing.  Then examine a sample 
program of study for that major.  Chances are good that the program of study consists of 
Macroeconomic and Microeconomic courses.  This AP Economics course explores both 
Macroeconomics and Microeconomics.  Macroeconomics is designed to give you a thorough 
understanding of the principles of economics that apply to an economic system as a whole.  Such a 
course places particular emphasis on the study of national income and price determination, and also 
develops your familiarity with economic performance measures, economic growth, and international 
economics.  Microeconomics is designed to give you a thorough understanding of the principles of 
economics that apply to the functions of individual decision makers, both consumers and producers, 
within the larger economic system.  It places primary emphasis on the nature and functions of product 
markets, and includes the study of factor markets and the role of government in promoting greater 
efficiency and equity in the economics. 
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AFRICAN-AMERICAN HISTORY             0289  
No prerequisite                               (5 points-one semester)  
This course presents an intensive study of the history of the African-American.  Starting with a 
consideration of the great African civilizations, the course will trace the progress of the African-American 
to the contemporary period. Emphasis is placed on the scientific, cultural, political, and economic 
contributions of African-American men and women to society.  
 
PSYCHOLOGY               0283  

No prerequisite                              (5 points-one semester)  
This course presents the basic ideas and principles of human behavior. Psychological methods, human 
growth and development, personality, intelligence, principles of learning, process of thinking, emotions, 
frustration and conflicts, personality disturbances and social behavior are included in the course of 
study. The relationship of psychological principles and human behavior is explored. 
 
SOCIOLOGY                0286  

No prerequisite                              (5 points-one semester)  
This course focuses on man as a member of social groups. Basic sociological concepts such as culture, 
relationship, the family, race, and inter-group relations are studied. Emphasis is given to contemporary 
social problems including crime, issues and problems of adolescence, poverty, socialization and neglect. 
Attention also is given to sociology as a career. 
 
ADVANCED PLACEMENT AMERICAN             0250 
GOVERNMENT AND POLITICS                   (10 points) 
Prerequisite: See Course Selection on page 5      
The Advanced Placement American Government and Politics course is designed to provide students 
with both the study of general concepts used to interpret United States politics and the analysis of 
specific examples.  The course will cover the Institutions of Government, Political Parties and Interest 
Groups, Public Policy, and Civil Rights and Civil Liberties.  Students are required to interpret and 
analyze basic data relevant to government and politics in sustained written arguments.  Students are 
expected to take the US government and politics advanced placement examination. 
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SPECIAL OPPORTUNITIES 

 
CREATIVE STUDIES         

Prerequisite: Application Process to be approved by Principal and cooperating teacher. 
The Creative Studies Program allows a student to tailor a course in his/her area of artistic, athletic, or 
academic interest.  For instance, students may study music with orchestra members, take a course at 
the Barnes Foundation or be coached in specialized athletic pursuits. 
 
Students who have designed a program for themselves must apply in early April, submitting an 
application and three letters of recommendation to their counselors.  The course is designed to stimulate 
and encourage independence and creativity.  The enrollment in four major courses is a prerequisite for 
entry into the program. 
 
Students will keep a journal, submit readings and will also be evaluated by on-site visitations.  Grades 
are given each marking period.  Credits are not awarded or determined until the end of the school year.  
See the program coordinator for additional information. 
 

GIFTED SEMINAR                    GSEM 
Prerequisite:   Application Process to be approved by Principal and participating teacher  
  according to the GIEP.   Enrollment in four major courses is required.  
Gifted Seminar is a credit bearing course designed to meeting the learning needs of the students who 
are gifted according to Chapter 16 of the PA Regulations.  This course is intended to stimulate and 
encourage independence and creativity.  For each student, an individualized course of study will be 
developed to address the studentôs area(s) of strengths and interests and to align the instruction with the 
goals established in the studentôs Gifted Individualized Educational Program (GIEP).   

TECHNOLOGY 
 

Electives  
 
DIGITAL PHOTOGRAPHY             0876  

Prerequisite: Photography                (5 points ï one semester) 
Students will experience first-hand the future of photography. The emerging technologies of digital 
photography and image manipulation create endless creative possibilities. Students will be given the 
opportunity to create images from digital cameras, scanned photographs, and the Internet.  Computers 
will be used to edit, combine, and transform images from single or multiple sources. Created images can 
then be used in word processing documents such as reports,  newsletters, or advertising projects.  
 
MECHANICAL DRAWING / CAD I                 0864, 0865, 0866 

No prerequisite                             (4, 6 or 10 pointsð2, 3 or 5 periodsðfull year)  
A beginning course that emphasizes the fundamentals of mechanical drawing.  For the first half of the 
year students will draw using traditional drafting equipment.  The second half of the year, students will 
be working on a CAD (computer aided design) system.  Students will draw two and three dimensional 
objects, orthographic projections, oblique views and perspectives.  Architectural drawings will be 
explored as well as several problem-solving and building projects.  This is an excellent background 
course for students who plan to enter engineering, architectural, technical or vocational fields or those 
interested in a basic course in mechanical drawing. 
 
MECHANICAL DRAWING / CAD II, III                     0867, 0868, 0869,  
Prerequisite:   Mechanical Drawing / CAD I                    0871, 0872, 0873 
                        (4, 6 or 10 pointsð2, 3 or 5 periods, full year) 
As with Mechanical Drawing / CAD I, students work the first half of the year using traditional drawing 
tools and the second half on the CAD system.  Students will draw more advanced orthographic, 
isometric, auxiliary, sectional developments and projections.  An emphasis is placed on engineering 
drawings (students will study bridges and then construct one) and architectural drawings.  Students will 
draw the various views of a building for which they will build a model in their third year. 
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  WORLD LANGUAGE  
 

The goals of the language courses offered at Abington Senior High School are to enable students to use 
the target language for communication and to create opportunities for students to develop insights into 
the culture and literature of the people who speak that language.  The sequence of courses provides 
preparation for college entrance requirements, as well as for travel, professional enhancement, and 
personal pleasure.  The study of French, German, and Spanish may begin in grades 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, and 
12.  Students may also begin the study of Latin and Mandarin Chinese in grade 10.  Some colleges 
require a minimum of 2 years of language study, while others look for three or even four or five years of 
study.  Abington Senior High School strongly recommends a minimum of four years of language study 
and takes pride in the numbers of students who study languages for an even longer sequence. Studies 
have shown that long sequences of language study result in higher SAT scores over any other variable 
studied.  For fluency and skills competency, three to five yearsô study of the same language is more 
desirable than two years of one language plus two years of another.  The level five (V) Honors courses 
are considered Advanced Placement courses with preparation for the AP examinations.  Success in any 
given year of language study usually depends on having successfully completed the previous course 
with a grade of ñCò or better.   

 
FRENCH: 
 
FRENCH I               0601 
No prerequisite                  (10  Points) 
This course begins the development of the 4 skills of language acquisition: listening, speaking, reading, 
and writing, leading from structured practice in level one classes to open-ended communication in 
advanced classes. Texts and other ancillary materials focus on basic grammatical structures and 
thematic vocabulary for daily communication.  Culture information is included for the beginning of 
exploration into the lives of the people who speak the target language. 
  
FRENCH I ACCELERATED              0602 
Prerequisite:  at least 2 years of study of a different language             (10  Points) 
This course is intended for highly motivated students who have demonstrated high ability, proficiency, 
and interest in language study and who wish to begin to study a second or third language concurrently 
with another language.  This course covers the same material as the regular level one course, but less 
time is spent in classroom study.  Completion of this course prepares students for level two language 
courses. 

 
FRENCH II              0603 
Prerequisite:   successful completion of French I or French I                  (10 points) 

Accelerated           
This course continues the study of fundamentals of grammar and expansion of vocabulary using the 4 
language skills of listening, speaking, reading, and writing.  While listening and speaking are stressed, 
reading in the target language may be expanded to short authentic texts, supplementary to the 
textbooks.     
 
FRENCH II HONORS                 0600 
Prerequisite:   successful completion of French I or French I                    (10 points) 

Accelerated            
This Honors course focuses on refinement of skills and the expansion of speaking and writing skills in 
original context. This course is designed for motivated students who are expected to produce more 
original work and to develop competencies necessary for increased communication and writing in the 
target language. 
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FRENCH III               0616 
Prerequisite:  successful completion of French II or French II Honors                   (10 points) 
This course continues to refine all the skills practiced and learned in the previous courses and expands 
upon them to a proficiency level of everyday communication in the target language.  Students will 
continue to practice aural and oral skills while increasing their focus on reading and writing in the target 
language.  
 
FRENCH III HONORS              0620 
Prerequisite:  successful completion of French II or French II Honors                  (10 points) 
The Honors course is for those highly motivated students who will produce more writing in the target 
language and who will read more authentic texts to increase vocabulary.  
 
FRENCH IV               0626 
Prerequisite:  successful completion of French III or French III honors                 (10 points) 
This course continues to refine the fundamentals of grammar and vocabulary of the target language 
while increasing focus on the culture of the people who speak the target language.  Students will have 
the opportunity to complete oral and written reports on a variety of topics and will begin to study the 
literary contributions of French authors. Language fluency in speaking and writing and extended 
readings are the focus of the honors course at this level to begin to prepare students for the AP 
(advanced placement) course in level five. 
 
FRENCH IV HONORS              0630 
Prerequisite:   successful completion of French III or                                                         (10 points) 
  French III Honors course            
In addition to the objectives of the French IV course, the Honors course is for highly motivated students 
who will be expected to create more original and extensive writing samples and who will be reading from 
literary sources for analysis and discussion. 
 
FRENCH V               0631 
Prerequisite:  successful completion of French IV or French IV Honors                 (10 points) 
This course emphasizes higher language proficiency in all four skills competencies.  Modern and classic 
texts are used for reading and analyzing. This course is designed for students who have achieved 
success in the fundamentals of language and who wish to use the language for a career enhancement, 
for travel, or for further study.   

 
FRENCH V/ADVANCED PLACEMENT                                     0610 
Prerequisite:   successful completion of French IV or                  (10 points) 
  French IV Honors course        
In addition to the objectives of the French V course, the AP course includes preparation for the College 
Board Advanced Placement examination.  In addition, outside reading may be required, creative writing 
is encouraged, and literary works are discussed for practice in analytical thinking. 
 
GERMAN:  
 
GERMAN I               0642 
No prerequisite                                  (10 points) 
This course begins the development of the 4 skills of language acquisition: listening, speaking, reading, 
and writing, leading from structured practice in level one classes to open-ended communication in 
advanced classes. Texts and other ancillary materials focus on basic grammatical structures and 
thematic vocabulary for daily communication.  Culture information is included for the beginning of 
exploration into the lives of the people who speak the target language. 
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GERMAN I ACCELERATED                       0641 
Prerequisite: at least 2 years of study of a different language                        (10 points) 
This course is intended for highly motivated students who have demonstrated high ability, proficiency, 
and interest in language study and who wish to begin to study a second or third language concurrently 
with another language.  This course covers the same material as the regular level one course, but less 
time is spent in classroom study.  Completion of this course prepares students for the level two 
language course. 
 
GERMAN II HONORS                        0750 
Prerequisite: successful completion of German I or German I Accelerated                        (10 points) 
This Honors course focuses on refinement of skills and the expansion of speaking and writing skills in 
original context. This course is designed for motivated students who are expected to produce more 
original work and to develop competencies necessary for increased communication and writing in the 
target language. 
  
GERMAN III HONORS                         0640 
Prerequisite: successful completion of German II or German II Honors                     (10 points) 
This Honors course continues to refine all the skills practiced and learned in the previous courses and 
expands upon them to a proficiency level of everyday communication in the target language.  Students 
will continue to practice aural and oral skills while increasing their focus on reading and writing in the 
target language. The honors course is for those highly motivated students who will produce more writing 
in the target language and who will read more authentic texts to increase vocabulary.  
 
GERMAN IV HONORS                        0650 
Prerequisite: successful completion of German III or German III Honors                     (10 points) 
This Honors course is for highly motivated students who will be expected to create more original and 
extensive writing samples and who will be reading from literary sources for analysis and discussion.  
Students will have the opportunity to complete oral and written reports on a variety of topics and will 
begin to study the literary contributions of German authors. Language fluency in speaking and writing 
and extended readings are the focus of the honors course at this level to begin to prepare students for 
the AP (advanced placement) course in level five. 
 
GERMAN V /ADVANCED PLACEMENT                                  0660 
Prerequisite: successful completion of German IV or German IV Honors                           (10 points) 
This Advanced Placement course emphasizes higher language proficiency in all four skills 
competencies.  Modern and classic texts are used for reading and analyzing. This course is designed for 
students who have achieved success in the fundamentals of language and who wish to use the 
language for a career enhancement, for travel, or for further study.  The AP course includes preparation 
for the College Board Advanced Placement examination.  In addition, outside reading may be required, 
creative writing is encouraged, and literary works are discussed for practice in analytical thinking. 
 
LATIN:  
 
LATIN I               0654 
No prerequisite                  (10 points) 
This course begins the study of the classical language and focuses on the basic grammatical structures 
of Latin and the history and culture of the ancient Romans.   
 
LATIN I ACCELERATED            0655 
Prerequisite: at least 2 years of study of a different language             (10 points) 
This course is intended for highly motivated students who have demonstrated high ability, proficiency, 
and interest in language study and who wish to begin to study a second or third language concurrently 
with another language.  This course covers the same material as the regular level one course, but less 
time is spent in classroom study.  Completion of this course prepares students for the level two 
language course. 
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  LATIN II HONORS                0550 
Prerequisite: successful completion of Latin I or Latin I Accelerated                 (10 points) 
This Honors course continues to focus on the objectives of Latin I in addition to exposure to Latin 
authors and classical maxims. Non-literary writings in Latin are used for class discussion of Roman 
culture and for English vocabulary development through comparison activities. 
 
LATIN III HONORS               0680 
Prerequisite: successful completion of Latin II Honors                   (10 points) 
This Honors course emphasizes increased speed and accuracy in reading and understanding Latin in 
context. Students study many of ancient Romeôs contributions in art, philosophy, law, and religion.  In 
addition, students read, discuss, and analyze excerpts from authors such as Cicero, Tacitus, Pliny, and 
Plautus. 
 
LATIN IV HONORS               0850 
Prerequisite: successful completion of Latin III Honors                  (10 points) 
This Honors course provides for advanced study of the Latin language and a comparison of literary 
styles in poetry.  Readings are selected form the works of Catullus, Virgil, and Horace.  Students 
analyze all major divisions of Latin literature and discuss their findings. 
 
MANDARIN CHINESE:  
 
MANDARIN CHINESE I               0681 
No prerequisite                      (10 points) 
This course begins the development of the four skills of language acquisition in Mandarin Chinese:  
listening, speaking, reading, and writing.  With an emphasis on listening and speaking, this first level 
course will focus on the fundamentals of Chinese pronunciation as well as the tonal components for 
everyday conversational use.  Commonly-used characters will be introduced in simplified form to teach 
reading and writing.  Students will also learn about Chinese culture and history. 
 
MANDARIN CHINESE II                0682                                                                                 
Prerequisite: Mandarin Chinese I                   (10 points) 
This course continues the development of the four skills of language acquisition in Mandarin 
Chinese:  listening, speaking, reading, and writing.  With an emphasis on listening and speaking, this 
second level course will build upon the fundamentals of Chinese pronunciation, tonal components, and 
vocabulary development for everyday conversational use.  Commonly-used characters will be further 
developed in simplified form to teach reading and writing.  Students will also learn about Chinese culture 
and history. 
 
SPANISH:  
 
SPANISH I              0661 
No prerequisite                       (10 points) 
This course begin the development of the  skills of language acquisition: listening, speaking, reading, 
and writing, leading from structured practice in level one classes to open-ended communication in 
advanced classes. Texts and other ancillary materials focus on basic grammatical structures and 
thematic vocabulary for daily communication.  Culture information is included for the beginning of 
exploration into the lives of the people who speak the target language. 
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SPANISH I ACCELERATED              0665 
Prerequisite: at least 2 years of study of a different language                   (10 points) 
This course is intended for highly motivated students who have demonstrated high ability, proficiency, 
and interest in language study and who wish to begin to study a second or third language concurrently 
with another language.  This course covers the same material as the regular level one course, but less 
time is spent in classroom study.  Completion of this course prepares students for level two language 
courses. 
 
SPANISH II               0662 
Prerequisite: successful completion of Spanish I or Spanish I Accelerated                  (10 points) 
This course continues the study of fundamentals of grammar and expansion of vocabulary using the 4 
language skills of listening, speaking, reading, and writing.  While listening and speaking are stressed, 
reading in the target language may be expanded to short authentic texts, supplementary to the 
textbooks.     
 
SPANISH II HONORS              0690 
Prerequisite: successful completion of Spanish I or Spanish I Accelerated                (10 points) 
This Honors course focuses on refinement of skills and the expansion of speaking and writing skills in 
original context. This course is designed for motivated students who are expected to produce more 
original work and to develop competencies necessary for increased communication and writing in the 
target language. 
 
SPANISH III               0666 
Prerequisite: successful completion of Spanish II or Spanish II Honors                   (10 points) 
This course continues to refine all the skills practiced and learned in the previous courses and expands 
upon them to a proficiency level of everyday communication in the target language.  Students will 
continue to practice aural and oral skills while increasing their focus on reading and writing in the target 
language.  
 
SPANISH III HONORS             0720 
Prerequisite:  successful completion of Spanish II or Spanish II Honors                 (10 points) 
The honors course is for those highly motivated students who will produce more writing in the target 
language and who will read more authentic texts to increase vocabulary.  
 
SPANISH IV               0671 
Prerequisite:  successful completion of Spanish III or Spanish III Honors                (10 points) 
This course continues to refine the fundamentals of grammar and vocabulary of the target language 
while increasing focus on the culture of the people who speak the target language.  Students will have 
the opportunity to complete oral and written reports on a variety of topics and will begin to study the 
literary contributions of Spanish authors. Language fluency in speaking and writing and extended 
readings are the focus of the honors course at this level to begin to prepare students for the AP 
(advanced placement) course in level five. 
 
SPANISH IV HONORS               0730 
Prerequisite: successful completion of Spanish III or Spanish III Honors               (10 points) 
In addition to the objectives of the Spanish IV course, the Honors course is for highly motivated students 
who will be expected to create more original and extensive writing samples and who will be reading from 
literary sources for analysis and discussion. 
 
SPANISH V                0676 
Prerequisite: successful completion of Spanish IV or Spanish IV Honors                (10 points) 
This course emphasizes higher language proficiency in all four skills competencies.  Modern and classic 
texts are used for reading and analyzing. This course is designed for students who have achieved 
success in the fundamentals of language and who wish to use the language for  career enhancement, 
for travel, or for further study.   
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  SPANISH V/ADVANCED PLACEMENT              0740 
Prerequisite: Successful completion of Spanish IV or Spanish IV Honors                 (10 points) 
In addition to the objectives of the Spanish V course, the AP course includes preparation for the College 
Board Advanced Placement examination.  In addition, outside reading may be required, creative writing 
is encouraged, and literary works are discussed for practice in analytical thinking. 
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Eastern Center for Arts and Technology  
2011-2012 High School Program Offerings  

 
Career Programs  

7:45 ï 10:30 AM or 12:00 ï 2:45 PM 
  

Allied Health 
Automotive Technology 

Collision Repair Technology 
Commercial Art 

Construction Technology 
Cosmetology 
Culinary Arts 

Electrical Technology 
Electronics Engineering Technology 

Heating, Ventilation and Air Conditioning 
Landscape Contracting 

Protective Services 
Welding Technology 

 
College Credit Courses  

7:30 ï 9:00 AM  
 

EASTERN is accredited by the Middle States Association of Colleges and Schools. The campus is 
located in Willow Grove and is owned by nine school districts in Eastern Montgomery County.  They 
include Abington, Bryn Athyn, Cheltenham, Hatboro Horsham, Jenkintown, Lower Moreland, Springfield, 
Upper Dublin and Upper Moreland.  
 
More information about EASTERN is available at www.eastech.org. 
 
Programs taken at EASTERN are considered part of the high school program and count as elective 
credit toward graduation. Programs enrich the studentôs high school experience. They give students the 
opportunity to reinforce their career path after high school, get a head start in collegiate studies in that 
field and get ready for employment. Most of the half-day programs offer advanced placement college 
credit opportunities for students continuing their education after high school in similar majors. The 
options include: 
 

College Credit Penn State courses are 5 days a week, 7:30 - 9:00 a.m. for college bound seniors who 
are responsible and capable of doing college level work, are self-directed and able to manage their time 
wisely and are interested in accounting/finance, computer science technology or engineering as a 
college major. Students must pass the first semester class to be eligible to continue second semester.  
Students successfully completing these courses will receive 8 Penn State credits in accounting/finance, 
6 Penn State credits for computer science technology, or 6 Penn State credits in engineering. Students 
meet on EASTERNôs campus September and October and the rest of the school year on the Penn State 
Abington College campus. 

 
Career programs  are scheduled 5 days a week for 2 hours 45 minutes from 7:45 a.m.ï10:30 a.m. or 
12:00 p.m. to 2:45 p.m. in fourteen career areas and are primarily offered to 11th and 12th grade 
students. They are recommended as a two-year sequence for students, except Allied Health, which is a 
senior-only option. If space is available, one-year seniors are accepted into all programs. A work 
experience program is available to qualified second-year students incorporating on-site job experiences 
with classroom learning. Many programs offer advanced placement/college credit options at colleges 
like DeVry University, Johnson & Wales University, Penn College of Technology, Lincoln Technical 
Institute, CHI, Harcum College and Bucks and Montgomery Community Colleges. 
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Allied Health  
 
Be sure a career in a health field is for you and earn college credit along with way ð take Allied Health! 
 
This one-year senior-only program is designed for students with rigorous academic preparation who 
plan to continue their education in college to prepare for a career in the health field. Students will get 
extensive clinical experiences partnering with health professionals at Abington Memorial Hospital. Three 
days a week at EASTERN, student course work will include being dually enrolled with Montgomery 
County Community College which will afford them the opportunity to earn 3 college credits for Medical 
Terminology as part of the Allied Health Program. 
 
Career Objectives: A career in the allied heath field requiring post secondary education 
 
Prerequisites:  

Grade of óCô or better in Algebra I & II, Biology and Chemistry (College Prep Level) 

High school GPA of 2.5 or higher preferred 

Physical exam and police check as mandated by State Law 

No disciplinary issues at the participating high school 
 
With higher education, this program prepares the student for success in such career fields as:   
Laboratory or nuclear medicine technician, radiation therapy or radiology technician, cardiovascular and 
respiratory technology, physical or occupational therapy, nurse practitioner, physicianôs assistant or 
nurse. 
 
Students have continued their education at:  ARIA, Abington Dixon School of Nursing, Arcadia, 
Cedar Crest, Gwynedd Mercy, LaSalle University, MCCC, Moravian, West Chester University and York 
College. 
 
Materials and fees: Approximately $300-350 
 

Automotive Technology  
 
Take this program to get a head start in the automotive field! 
 
This two-year career program is designed for the student who is serious about working in the automotive 
industry. One-year seniors will be considered if space is available in the program.  
 
Career Objectives:  Automotive Technician Trainee; New Car Preparation Technician; Under Car 
Specialist 
 
The curriculum, facility and instructor are: 

 
National Institute for Automotive Service Excellence (ASE) certified 
Partners with the Automotive Youth Educational Systems Program (AYES) to provide 
qualified juniors with experiences at participating dealerships and paid summer internships 

 
Certification Students  can earn: ASE qualifying exams (after completing a reduced period of work 
experience in the Automotive Industry), and (SP/2) Safety and Pollution Prevention Certifications. 
 
Students also qualify for advanced standing through an articulation agreement with: 

Lincoln Technical Institute ï up to three courses 

Penn College of Technology - Advanced Placement 

Universal Technical Institute (UTI) for up to four Auto Tech courses  
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With higher education, this program prepares the student for success in such career fields as: 
Automotive Service, Engineering and Design, Manufacturer Representative, Automotive Insurance 
Industry / Damage Appraisal and Testing, Race Car Development, Technical Writing, Managing and 
Teaching. 
 
Students have continued their education at :  ATC, Lincoln Tech, MCCC, Ohio Technical College, 
Penn College of Technology, Pennco Tech,  Thaddeus Stevens, UTI. 
 
Materials and fees: Approximately $50 - $100 

 

Collision Repair Technology  
 

Youôll meet industry standards to be a success in this field! 
 
A student enrolled in this two-year career program benefits from a combination of classroom instruction 
and hands-on experience needed to carry out repairs on motor vehicles.  
 
Students benefit from the use of I-Car (Inter-Industry Conference on Auto Collision Repair) enhanced 
curriculum. One-year seniors will be considered if space is available in the program.  
Career Objectives:  Automotive Refinisher; Sheet Metal/Cosmetic Repair Person; Frame/Structural 
Repair Person; Automotive Refinisherôs Helper-(one-year students) 
 
Program Certification:  This is one of only seventeen secondary programs in Pennsylvania certified by 
the National Institute for Automotive Excellence (ASE) for meeting industry standards. 
 
Certification Students can earn :  Safety and Pollution Prevention (S/P2) Certification; I-CAR points - 
The Collision Repair Technology is an approved member of the I-CAR Industry Training Alliance

SM
. With 

this Alliance certification, EASTERNôs Collision Repair Technology students now have the option of 
earning I-CAR points for training completed while at EASTERN.  
 
Advanced Placement:  Students may qualify for advanced placement college credit at Penn College of 
Technology. 
 
With higher education, this program prepares the student for success in such career fields as: 
Automotive, marine and aeronautic service, new car design, manufacturing representative, insurance 
industry damage appraisal and testing, race car fabrication and vehicle engineering, metal fabrication, 
safety design engineering, technical writing, consumer information technologies, collision test 
engineering and teaching. 
 
Students have continued their education at :  ATC, Lincoln Tech, MCCC, Ohio Technical College, 
Penn College of Technology, Pennco Tech, UTI. 
 
Materials and fees: Approximately $110 - $160 
 

Commercial Art  
 
Youôll develop your own portfolio! 
 
This two-year career program covers everything from conceptual drawing and design to a professional 
portfolio; students learn the value and application of their unique styles in both design and illustration; 
and students use industry standard software on the Macintosh Platform.  
 
Software includes: QuarkXpress, Adobe InDesign, Adobe Photoshop, Adobe Illustrator, Dreamweaver 
and Flash. One-year seniors will be considered if space is available.  
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Career Objectives:  Graphic Design; Commercial Illustration; Digital Imaging Design 
 
Upon Completion of the program:  Students will have a portfolio consisting of items a committee of art 
college representatives established.  Senior students will have their portfolios reviewed by art school 
representatives 
 
Advanced Placement:  Students may qualify for advanced placement college credits at Penn College 
of Technology 
 
With higher education, this program prepares the student for success in such career fields as: Graphic 
design, illustration, animation, computer-generated graphic art, teaching and multi-media specialist. 
 
Students have continued their education at:  Antonelli, Art Institute of Philadelphia, Drexel, Fashion 
Institute of Technology, Hussian, IUP, MCCC, NCCC, Penn College of Technology, Penn State 
Abington, Temple, Tyler, University of  the Arts, University of Massachusetts, West Chester University. 
 
Materials and fees:  Approximately $0 - $85 (all items are optional). 
 

Construction Technology  
 
Get satisfaction from building projects and working with current materials used in the field to refine your 
construction skills! 
 
This two-year career program is the first step for students interested in pursuing a successful career in 
the construction field. One-year seniors will be considered if space is available in the program.  
 
Career Objectives: Carpenter Pre-Apprentice; Exterior Remodeling and Installation; Roofing & Siding 
Helper-(one-year students) 
 
Students will work on both residential and commercial construction in the schoolôs shop and at nearby 
building sites 
 
Advanced Placement and Apprenticeship:  Students may qualify for advanced placement college 
credit at Penn College of Technology or want to consider an apprenticeship program after high school. 
 
With higher education, this program prepares the student for success in such career fields as: 
Architecture, general contracting, teaching, surveying, construction management, construction 
technology, civil engineering, architectural engineering, code enforcement and insurance adjustor.  
 

Students have continued their education at:  Delaware State, Kutztown University, MCCC, Penn College 
of Technology, Penn State Abington, Thaddeus Stevens, Williamson Trade School. 
 
Materials and fees: Approximately $85 

 

Cosmetology  
 
Save over $10,000 by taking this program in high school! 
 
This two-year program will provide the skills necessary to begin a career in the cosmetology field. In 
Pennsylvania, as well as other states, cosmetologists and nail technicians must be licensed to practice 
in the field. One-year seniors will be considered if space is available in the program.  
 
Career Objectives:  Cosmetologist; Nail/Salon Technician-(one-year students) 
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Certifications students can earn:  First year students at EASTERN are expected to pass the State 
Board of Cosmetology written performance test required for licensure as a Nail Technician (This is a 
prerequisite to continuing their studies leading to licensure as a Cosmetologist).  Pennsylvania State 
Board of Cosmetology - licensed cosmetologist.   
 
With higher education, this program prepares the student for success in such areas as: Cosmetology, 
management, teaching, product representation, and development and design. 
 
Students have continued their education at:  Ambler Beauty Academy, Bucks County School of 
Beauty, DeVry University, Empire, IUP, Johnson & Wales University, Kutztown University, Lansdale 
Beauty School, Make-up Designory School (NYC), Penn State Abington, Temple, West Chester 
University. 
 
Materials and fees: Approximately $500 - $650 
 

Culinary Arts  
 
Build your culinary skills and techniques at EASTERN so you can compete in this field! Students also 
have the potential to earn up to nine transferrable college credits through a dual enrollment agreement 
with Montgomery County Community College. Dually enrolled students who successfully complete the 
two-year coursework can receive three credits each for Introduction to Foodservice (CUL110), 
Hospitality Sanitation and Safety (HOS 130), and Culinary Arts I (CUL 225). 
 
This two-year half-day program enables students to acquire a variety of skills including soup and sauce 
preparation, preparation of meat, fish and poultry entrees, baking, kitchen sanitation, purchasing and 
inventory controls. One-year seniors will be considered if space is available in the program.  
 
Career Objectives:   Pantry Person; Prep Cook; Cook Apprentice; Kitchen Helper 
 
Certifications students can earn: ServSafe Certification  
 
Culinary students continuing their education in this field can benefit from college credit articulation 
agreements with:  Johnson & Wales University (for up to 13.5 quarter credits), Bucks County Community 
College (14 quarter credits) 
 
Students may also qualify for advanced placement college credit at Penn College of Technology. 
 
Dual Enrollment with Montgomery County Community College. 
 
With higher education, this program prepares the student for success in such career fields as: Food and 
beverage management, purchasing, teaching, food science, food manufacturing, pastry, food styling and 
retail food management. 
 
Students have continued their education at:  Art Institute of Philadelphia, Baltimore International Culinary 
School, Bucks County Community College, Indiana University of PA, Culinary Institute of America, 
Delaware State University, Delaware Valley College, Drexel, Johnson & Wales University, Millersville 
University, Montgomery County Community College, Penn State, Culinary Institute of America, 
Scottsdale Culinary Institute, Temple Ambler, The Restaurant School, Widener University. 
 
Materials and fees: Approximately $50 - $180 
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Electrical Technology  
 
Our training will provide the essential hands-on and safety skills that a student needs to pursue a 
rewarding career in the Electrical Construction Industry. 
 
This two-year multi-faceted career program enables the student to learn the basics of electricity as well 
as residential and commercial wiring, data cabling and basic fiber optic installation. One-year seniors will 
be considered if space is available in the program.  
 
Career Objectives:  Counter Clerk; Electricianôs Helper; Maintenance Helper; Electrician 
 
Prerequisites:   Good color vision, ability to climb moderate heights on a ladder   
 
Advanced Placement and Apprenticeship:   Students may also qualify for advanced placement 
college credit at Penn College of Technology or want to consider an apprenticeship program after high 
school. 
 
With higher education, this program prepares the student for success in such career fields as:  
Residential or commercial electrician, electrical engineering, teaching, computer systems engineering, 
communications engineering and development. 
 
Students have continued their education at:  BCCC, CHI, MCCC, Penn College of Technology, 
Pennco Tech, Temple, Thaddeus Stevens, Williamson Trade School 
 
Materials and fees: Approximately $75 

 

Electronics Engineering Technology  
 
Youôll enjoy the hands-on approach used in this program! Electronics Engineering Technology is also a 
MCCC dual enrollment program. 
 
College Credits:  Students in Electronics Engineering Technology will be dually enrolled at MCCC for 
four credits in basic Electronics (EGT110) that can also be transferred to most colleges and universities.   
 
In this two-year career program the hands-on learning makes it easier to understand and be successful.  
 
You will learn how to solve technical problems and build electronic and electromechanical circuits. You 
will also learn how to build a robot and work with fiber optics. If you join our robotics team you have the 
opportunity to design, build and test robots for various competitions. 
 
One-year seniors will be considered if space is available in the program.  
 
Career Objectives:  Electronics Technician 
 
Prerequisites:  The student should have taken, or be concurrently enrolled in Algebra I.  Academic 
courses required by colleges should be taken during high school to qualify for college acceptance. 
 
Advanced Placement:  Students may also qualify for advanced placement college credit at Penn 
College of Technology, ITT Institute and DeVry University. 
 
With higher education, this program prepares the student for success in such career fields as: 
Telecommunications, security system design, facility and product management, teaching and electrical 
engineering  
 
Students have continued their education at :  DeVry University, Drexel, Johnson C. Smith, MCCC, 
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Penn State Abington, Temple, Widener, University of Pittsburgh, and other colleges and universities. 
 
No costs. 
 

Heating, Ventilation and Air Conditioning  
 
There is always a demand for these services!   
 
This two-year career program provides a comprehensive foundation of the basic theories and principles 
of heating, air conditioning and heat pump systems. One-year seniors will be considered if space is 
available in the program.  
 
Career Objectives: Air Conditioning Installation and Heating Technician; Air Conditioning and Heating 
Helper-(one-year students) 
 
Advanced Placement :  Students may also qualify for advanced placement college credit at Penn 
College of Technology. 
 
With higher education, this program prepares the student for success in such career fields as: 
Residential heating, air conditioning, mechanical technology, mechanical engineering, insurance 
consultant and building maintenance. 
 
Students have continued their education at: Orleans Tech, Penn College of Technology, Penn State 
Abington, Thaddeus Stevens School. 
 
Materials and fees : Approximately $75 
 

Landscape Contracting  
 
Donôt want to be stuck in an office? Why not work outside? Prepare for a career in the óGreen Industryô 
while youôre still in high school! 
 
This two-year career program prepares students for fields such as Landscape Contracting, Greenhouse/ 
Nursery Management, Landscape Technician, and Arboriculture (tree preservation). Students will 
maintain turf and grounds, learn how to bid jobs, develop plans for presentation to clients 
with Dynascape Design software, identify plants, diagnose plant problems, lay pavers, build small 
ponds, and learn how to climb, prune, diagnose and repair tress according to industry standards in tree 
preservation.  You will also learn the mechanics of Greenhouse Operation, including the propagation, 
watering and care of various perennial, annual and herbaceous plants in a retail setting.     
 
Career Objectives:  
 
Landscape Contractor; Arborist Trainee (one-year students); Landscape Technician Greenhouse and 
Nursery Operations; Garden Center Assistant 
 
Certifications students can earn:   Certified Landscaping Technician through the Associated 
Landscape Contractors of America as a Maintenance Technician and or Installation Technician; Arborist 
certification from the International Society of Arboriculture; Skid Loader Safety Certification 
 
Advanced Placement:   Students may also qualify for advanced placement college credit at Penn 
College of Technology. 
 
With higher education, this program prepares the student for success in career pathways such as retail 
nursery and greenhouse assistant, landscape foreperson or manager, grounds keeping foreperson or 
crew leader, lawn care or golf course assistant, and arboriculture tree climber. 
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Students have continued their education at:   CHI, Delaware Valley College, Temple University, 
Longwood Gardens. 
 
Materials and fees:  Approximately $95 

 

Protective Services  
 
Youôll earn several certifications to give you a head start on careers in this field! 
 
This two-year career program prepares the student to enter a career related to law enforcement, fire 
science, industrial safety and emergency radio dispatch.  
 
One-year seniors will be considered if space is available in the program.  
 
Career Objectives:  Police; Industrial Security-(one-year students); Fire Fighter; Emergency Radio 
Dispatch 
 
Program Prerequisite:  
 
The student must undergo a State Police check to enroll in the program and work in this field 
 
Certifications students can earn :  Fire Fighter 1 through testing by Bucks Co. Fire Academy; 
Hazardous Materials Awareness through testing by Bucks Co. Fire Academy;  H/M Operations; Adult 
CPR through testing by the Red Cross; Standard First Aid through testing by the Red Cross; and 
Emergency Dispatcher Certification 
 
College Credits:  Articulation Agreement with MCCC in Criminal Justice and Fire Science programs for 
qualified students to receive three credits. 
 
With higher education, this program prepares students for success in such career fields as: Criminal 
justice, teaching, fire fighting, security and corrections  
 
Students have continued their education at:  Alvernia, Bloomsburg University, CHI, CC of Philadelphia, 
Kutztown University, Lock Haven, Millersville University, MCCC, Penn State Altoona, Point Park, 
Shippensburg. 
 
Materials and fees: Approximately $85 
 

Welding Technology  
 
Good welders make good moneyélearn how at EASTERN! 
 
This two-year career program is designed for the student who is interested in the industrial engineering 
field. One-year seniors will be considered if space is available in the program.  
 
Career Objectives:   Combination Welder; Welder/Fabricator; MIG Welding, Gas Welding & Cutting-
(one-year students)   
 
Students will learn about the properties of different types of metals and how to join them using state-of-
the-art welding equipment. 
 
Advanced Placement:  Students may also qualify for advanced placement college credit at Penn 
College of Technology. 
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With higher education, this program prepares students for success in such career fields as:  mechanical, 
aerospace or industrial engineering, physical metallurgist, business owner, teaching, equipment sales 
and welding engineer. 
 
Materials and fees: Approximately $250 
 

Penn State Courses  
 

Engineering  
 
So you are good in math and scienceé.should you be an engineer? Take this course to find out! 
 
This one-year senior only program is taught by Penn State Professors and was designed for the college 
bound student with a strong academic background who can handle college level work and who is inter-
ested in enrolling in an engineering program after high school. Students attend classes at PSU Abington 
campus to give them exposure to a college environment. 
 
Pre or co-requisites: Algebra I and II, Geometry, and two years of lab science 
 
Course offered from 7:30 to 8:45 a.m. Monday through Thursday. Check with your principal to see if 
transportation is provided.  
 
Course content:    

 

EDSGN 100, Semester 1, 3 Credits 
Introduction to Engineering Design ï Engineering design through team oriented design projects sup-
ported by communication skills: graphical, verbal, and written. Laboratory. 

 
EDSGN 294, Semester 2, 3 Credits 
Research Project ï This course will further develop the topics introduced in EDSGN 100. Topics will in-
clude intermediate level CAD, DC, and AC, electrical circuit theory and equilibrium force systems as ap-
plied to simple frames and trusses. The course will provide additional background into methods em-
ployed by electrical and mechanical engineers.  
 
College Credit  
 

Students must pass the Fall Semester to continue in the Spring Semester. 
 

Six PSU credits will be awarded for successfully completing both semesters. 
 

This program prepares students for success in all the major fields of engineering 
 
Engineering Tuition Costs 
 
Course Number   Course Name               Todayôs Student Cost  
EDSGN 100 (3 PSU credits) Introduction to Engineering Design    $802 
EDSGN 294 (3PSU credits) Research Project      $802 
 

EASTERN will no longer pay for tuition and fees for the Penn State Abington programs or MCCC dual 
enrollment. Beginning with the 2011/2012 school year, students/parents will be solely responsible for 
tuition and fees.  
 
For Penn State, the student tuition rate will be 50% of the regular per credit cost, which as of today, is 
$481.00 per credit.  Students will also pay a technology fee - $80 each semester.  Tuition is subject to 
change through Penn State, and students will be billed directly by Penn State at the beginning of each 
semester. 
 
For MCCC, tuition is $33 per credit. 
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