
 

 

 

PRINCIPAL’S CORNER 

As we move into the month of May and the warmer Spring weather, we ask 
that you continue to encourage your children to dress in layers as the Spring 
weather can fluctuate throughout the course of the day.  Also, please 
remember that flip flops should not be worn as they can cause imbalance or 
an inability to maneuver quickly and safely.  
 
April was a month filled with work and play.  Students in third, fourth, fifth 
and sixth grade worked hard to put in their best effort as they took the state 
PSSA assessments in the areas of Math, English Language Arts, and Science.  
The school also played hard as they enjoyed activities such as a schoolwide 
BINGO game before Spring Break. 
 
And if you thought April was busy, wait until you see May!  May is filled with 
exciting events: field trips, a talent show, Field Day, and Spring Fair, to name 
a few.   We will also be welcoming our newest dragons on May 7th.  We 
hope that you will be able to join us for some of these events, because we 

know we are BETTER TOGETHER   

 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Marie Salle Kim 
Principal  
 
MarieKim@Abington.k12.pa.us 
http://www.abington.k12.pa.us/mckinley  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
IMPORTANT DATES 

MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY 

29 PSSA Math 30 PSSA Math 
 
 

1 PSSA Science 
 
 
 

2 PSSA Science 
 
PTO Race for 
Education 
 
D.A.R.E. 
graduation 
@ASHS 6:30PM 

3 PSSA 
Makeups 

6 
 
 

7  
National Teacher 
Appreciation Day  
 
Kindergarten 
Orientation 
9:30AM 

8 
 

9 
PTO Plant Sale 
 
 

10 
PTO Talent 
Show 6:30PM 
 
 
 

13 
 
 

14 
 
 
 

15 
Author Visit K-3 
 

16 
  

17 Field Day 
 
PTO Spring Fair 
4:30PM  

20 
K-Kids Carnival 
 

21 
 
 
 
 
 

22 
Barnes & Noble 
Night 4:30-
7:00PM 

23 
 

24 
Field Day 
(raindate) 
 

27 28 
 
 
 
 
 
 

29 
 
 

30 
District  
6th Grade 
Community Day 

 

31 
District Track 
Meet 
 
PTO Spring Fair 
(raindate) 
 

 
 DRAGON’S TALES 

May 2019 
 

MAY 

NO 
SCHOOL 

APRIL 

NO 
SCHOOL 

mailto:MarieKim@Abington.k12.pa.us
http://www.abington.k12.pa.us/mckinley
http://www.abington.k12.pa.us/
https://www.facebook.com/AbingtonSD/
https://twitter.com/ABINGTONSCHOOLS


KINDERGARTEN ORIENTATION 

On May 7th, McKinley will host its annual Kindergarten Orientation.  This is 
an opportunity for McKinley to welcome its newest class of McKinley 
dragons.  Our youngest students will have the opportunity to tour McKinley 
Elementary School, meet their future Kindergarten teachers, and ride a 
school bus.  The event will also allow parents to hear about the kindergarten 
program.   
 

K-KIDS CARNIVAL 
Our 5th and 6th grade Kiwanis Kids will be hosting their annual carnival 
during recess on May 20th.  Students will be able to purchase tickets in 
advance to play the carnival games during recess.  Tickets will also be sold 
on the day of the event.  Proceeds from ticket sales will go to scholarships 
for 6th grade Kiwanis Kids members to attend an esteemed leadership and 
service learning institute, Spark the Wave, this summer. See the fliers at the 
end of this newsletter for more information, including an opportunity to 
volunteer for the event. 
 

MCKINLEY FIELD DAY 
The much anticipated Field Day will occur this month as 
student compete, show teamwork, and demonstrate 
sportsmanship.  Check out the schedule at the end of this 
newsletter.  Go Green and White! 

 
 

CHILD CHECK: 215-663-0430; OPTION 2 

ABSENCE NOTES 
In addition to reporting their child’s absence via Child Check, 
parents/guardians must also submit a written note or send an email when 
their child returns to school explaining the child’s absence.  This is a state 
law.  Please note that if we do not receive a written valid excuse regarding 
the child’s absence, the absence will be categorized as unlawful. 

 
 

   Honesty, Excellence, Awareness, 
Respect, Tolerance 

 

H.E.A.R.T. HAPPENINGS: 

 
McKinley was evaluated by PATTAN (the Pennsylvania Training and 
Technical Assistance Network) for the implementation of our HEART 
Program.  We will be receiving a special recognition at the School-Wide 
Positive Behavior Support Program Implementer’s Forum at the end of May.    
 
Our HEART committee also sponsored a schoolwide BINGO event for all our 
students.  This assembly was held on the day before Spring Break.  Students 
enjoyed playing BINGO and earning extra recess tickets for their class.   
 
 

VISITORS AND VOLUNTEERS 
As a reminder, visitors must present a photo ID or wear an ASD-issued 

volunteer badges.  Visitors and volunteers will only be permitted into 

classrooms if they have coordinated the visit with the teacher prior to the 

visit.  Also, visitors should only proceed to the areas listed in the Visitor’s 

Log. 

Parents and guardians interested in volunteering at the school, including 
chaperoning their child’s classroom field trip, will need to obtain volunteer 
certifications in order to be approved to volunteer in this capacity.  
Information about how to obtain volunteer certifications, please view the 
district policy, which is located at:  
http://www.abington.k12.pa.us/policies/media/sites/policies/COMMUNITY-

RELATIONS/VOLUNTEERS-SUPERINTENDENTS-ADMINISTRATIVE-

PROCEDURE.pdf  

 

TRAFFIC REMINDERS 
Thank you to all our families who have safely followed our school’s traffic 
procedures.  Please remember that the drop-off/pick-up zone is ONLY on 
Cedar Glen Road.  Please do not enter the parking lot during arrival and 
dismissal times. 

http://www.abington.k12.pa.us/policies/media/sites/policies/COMMUNITY-RELATIONS/VOLUNTEERS-SUPERINTENDENTS-ADMINISTRATIVE-PROCEDURE.pdf
http://www.abington.k12.pa.us/policies/media/sites/policies/COMMUNITY-RELATIONS/VOLUNTEERS-SUPERINTENDENTS-ADMINISTRATIVE-PROCEDURE.pdf
http://www.abington.k12.pa.us/policies/media/sites/policies/COMMUNITY-RELATIONS/VOLUNTEERS-SUPERINTENDENTS-ADMINISTRATIVE-PROCEDURE.pdf


RECOGNITIONS & PAST EVENTS 
 
Congratulations to our two teams, who won blue ribbons at the Reading 
Olympics!  Fire Breathing Dragons included: Ella Schaible, Sofia Ringe, 
Bryson Edmonds, Emett Shanahan, Jacob Chen, Mia Zetick, and Quinn 
O’Neill.  The Golden Dragons team included: Selina Wu, Lorelei Wilkins, Ella 
Weaver, Emily Schwartz, Juliet Bartner, Andria Hatton, Maggie Lare, Emily 
Kaiser, Caitlyn Le, Lane Mohan, Teagan Mohan, and Iris O’Neill. 
 
 
To celebrate Autism Month in April, McKinley Elementary hosts an annual 
Autism Event to increase our community’s understanding of autism and the 
diversity of our students.   Students with autism, their parents, and their 
general education peers enjoyed an afternoon of sensory-friendly, hands-on 
activities including an animal workshop generously donated by the Briar 
Bush Nature Center, a slime-creation and water beads station led by 
students from Salus University, trains, and the ability to relax in a sensory 
pea pod.  It was a wonderful event coordinated by our dedicated team of 
Autistic Support Teachers and Speech and Occupational Therapists.  The 
event was featured on FOX 29 and CBS 3 news.  Pictures from the event 
were also posted on our district website: 
https://www.abington.k12.pa.us/news/mckinley-elementary-school-
celebrates-world-autism-awareness-
day/?fbclid=IwAR2TJ9sD7SokYTxf3t0Ce_U9cAA6ZXpGaPfIQvD8p4ejhNA4LIt
NpwygwTg 
 
 
Our K-Kids held a Clothing Drive in April and successfully collected 2,237 
items!  The clothing and other items were donated to Cradles to Crayons, a 
nonprofit organization that provides resources to those homeless and 
poverty-stricken in the Philadelphia region. 
 
 
Congratulations to all our artists who were featured in the Abington Art 
Center:  William Goldstein, Sofia Ringe, Nathan Vahey, Keira Doogan, 
Andriana Gordiyenko, Gabriel Oprea, Anastasia Rukavishnikov, Arielle Moss,  
Grace Zhang, Rebecca Ucci, Georgiana Florea, Mya Gaytan, Leah Carne. 
 
 

Fourth grade held its annual Science Fair.  Students worked in school and at 
home to conduct science experiments, following the Scientific Method.  
Visitors learned much about science that night!  See our students featured 
on the ASD Facebook page: 
https://www.facebook.com/AbingtonSD/posts/2145952212140859 
        

           
 

                

        
 
Silver Pen Winners have been announced!  Every year McKinley’s sixth 
graders enter the Silver Pen Writing Award Competition with other sixth 
graders from around the school district.  Two students were selected to be 
McKinley’s Silver Pen recipients and will be honored at a board meeting in 
May.  Congratulations to our Silver Pen winners this year—Nathan Vahey 
and Sofia Ringe! 
 
McKinley’s Roots and Shoots Club has sponsored a plastic bag drive since 
the Fall.  Our community has collected 635 pounds of plastic bags, which 
has made us third place in our region.  Thank you for helping us protect our 
environment! 
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Field Day 2019 
McKinley Elementary School 

Friday, May 17, 2019 

(Rain Date: Friday, May 24, 2019) 

Reminders: 

1. Students need to be wearing sneakers in order to participate. 

2. It is encouraged that your child wears sunscreen. 

3. All students should be wearing their team color Green or White. 

4. All McKinley students will be provided water. 

5. Kindergarten starts at 1:30 

Schedule of Events 

9:20 Grades 4-6 Report to Stations  

9:25 Grades 4-6 Opening Ceremonies  

9:30-11:30 Grades 4-6 Participate at Stations 

12:55 Grades 1-3 Report to Stations 

1:01-2:30 Grades 1-3 Participate at Stations 

1:30-2:30 Kindergarten Participate at Stations 

2:30 All Grades Invited To Watch Tug of War 

2:35 6th Grade Tug of War 

 Final Score will be announced 

 
 



 



 


