
September 17, 2020 

 

Dear Kindergarten Parents and Guardians, 

 

We hope this email finds you and your families well. We appreciate your support, and acknowledge the hard work of our 

teachers, staff and families, who have all worked together over the past several days of virtual learning in Abington 

School District. Understanding that this type of learning environment has its challenges, we continue to identify ways to 

ensure the best possible educational experience for all our students. We have received feedback from kindergarten 

parents/guardians about the length of the school day and how much time our youngest students are spending on 

screen. With careful consideration, and keeping in mind the educational requirements of the Pennsylvania Department 

of Education, we have determined that a change to the daily virtual learning schedule for kindergarteners is warranted. 

 

The daily schedule for kindergarten students will be changed to the following format: 

8:50 a.m. - 9:00 a.m. - Morning Routines  

9:00 a.m. - 11:45 a.m. - Synchronous, Live Instructional Program 

11:45 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. - Lunch 

12:30 p.m. - 3:05 p.m. - Asynchronous (Optional Synchronous Learning Experiences will be scheduled.) 

*For parents/guardians of students with IEPs, IEP programming will occur during the synchronous morning sessions. 

Students needing related services (speech, OT, PT, behavioral support) will receive those therapies during the afternoon 

sessions. Therapists will reach out to parents/guardians to discuss the format of those sessions. 

*For parents/guardians of students who are English Learners, ELD programming will occur during the synchronous morning 

session. Students needing extra support will meet during the afternoon session. ELD teachers will reach out to 

parents/guardians to discuss the format of those sessions.  

With this new schedule, parents/guardians will be able to maintain a daily schedule for their students with synchronous, 

live instruction in the morning hours. After 11:45 a.m., parents/guardians will then be able to develop a routine that 

better suits their individual student’s needs.  Wednesdays will remain asynchronous all day. 

Kindergarten teachers will be available in the afternoons to work with students, conduct small groups, and answer 

questions. All students will need to complete the asynchronous afternoon learning activities on their own time, in 

addition to completing the necessary steps for attendance (i.e., a question or an “exit slip”).  Optional synchronous 

learning experiences will be scheduled for students who choose to participate. 

 

This new schedule will be effective beginning on Monday, September 21, 2020. Your child’s teacher will provide a more 

detailed schedule for students and families. If you have any questions, please feel free to contact your child’s teacher or 

principal.  

 

Sincerely,  

 

Dr. Toni Butz 

Director of Teaching and Learning 

 

Dr. Stephanie Viola 

Assistant Director of Elementary Teaching and Learning 


