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Kim, Marie

From: donotreply@Abington.k12.pa.us
Sent: Thursday, October 29, 2020 12:03 PM
To: Kim, Marie
Subject: Virtual/Hybrid Selection Reminder

This was sent using the Skyward Admin Message Center. 
----------------------------------------------- 
Below is Dr. Fecher’s letter on how to make your selection of virtual or hybrid in Skyward.  The deadline to make the 
selection Sunday, November 1 at 11:59 p.m.  If you are having trouble, please call the Main Office, and we will be 
happy to assist you. 
  
Dear Abington School District Families: 
  
On Tuesday, October 20, 2020, the Board of School Directors voted to adopt the ASD Forward plan outlining what’s next 
in Abington School District: a hybrid instructional model beginning on November 30th, with a virtual option for 
families who prefer/need to continue with 100% remote learning. The October 20th Board orientation is available for 
review here, and you can find the District’s revised Health and Safety Plan at the following link.  
  
The hybrid model includes two days of in-person instruction at the elementary and secondary levels, with the remainder 
of the week spent learning online from home. Students returning to buildings will be split into two separate cohorts, 
who will attend school on opposite days in order to reduce overall building occupancy. On days hybrid students are 
learning from home, they will join their virtual-only peers online for synchronous instruction that is live-streamed from 
the classroom. Wednesdays will remain an asynchronous day of learning for all student cohorts. A visual depiction of this 
schedule is available in the attached overview, along with additional details about the instructional models.  
  
The plan that was presented during the October 20th Board orientation outlined a November 30th implementation in 
order to allow adequate time for teachers to prepare for instructing students in this new learning environment, as well 
as, time to train on the live-streaming equipment and technology. The current virtual program will remain in effect until 
the hybrid plan is implemented.  
  
Instructional Selection Form – To be completed no later than 11:59 p.m. on Sunday, November 1:  
  
In the interim, Abington School District administration is also using this time to receive a commitment from 
parents/guardians regarding which model they would like to select for their student(s). While a decision is not binding, 
parents/guardians would need to notify their child’s school principal if they would like to switch instructional models 
after November 1st, which includes updating the instructional model selection in Skyward and awaiting approval from 
the office staff. In the event of a 100% virtual student moving to hybrid instruction, a period of time may be needed to 
sort out logistics before they can return to the building for in-person learning.  
  
Please login to Skyward Family Access and fill out the “Method of Instruction” field under Student Information to choose 
whether you would like your student placed in the hybrid or 100% virtual instructional model. Follow the below 
directions, or click here for step-by-step visual directions.  

1. After logging into Skyward, click the “Open Family Access” button in the top right corner. 
2. Click on the “Student Info” tab on the left side of the screen (halfway down the menu). 
3. Click on “Request Changes for <student name>“, located to the right of your student’s name (Note: if you have 

multiple students, there is a link for each student). 
4. Click on “Student Information” from the drop-down.  
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5. Where it says, “Method of Instruction:” choose Hybrid or 100% Virtual from the drop-down menu. 
6. Click Save.  
7. Repeat Steps 3-6 for each student you have enrolled in Abington School District.  

Any parent/guardian who does not respond by the end of the day on Sunday, November 1st will be contacted by 
Abington School District to confirm their selection. You must complete one form per student. If you have more than one 
student in Abington schools, you can select different instructional options for each. Siblings/household members in the 
same school building will be assigned to the same cohort schedule if hybrid learning is selected.  
  
Once cohort schedules are determined, hybrid families will receive notification from the Abington School District with 
more information and cohort assignments. If you select a hybrid model for your student, a letter will be sent to you in 
the next few weeks with instructions regarding daily health screenings that must be performed, along with a parental 
agreement that must be submitted via Skyward prior to your student returning to school the week of Monday, 
November 30th.  
  
I remind you to please continue to visit our Coronavirus Resource Center for additional updates and information. Please 
know that your child’s principal will also be able to address questions that you may have. As we move ahead in this next 
phase of our 2020-2021 school year, I wish our school community continued health.  
  
Regards, 
Jeffrey S. Fecher, Ed.D. 
Superintendent of Schools  


