
 

 

 

PRINCIPAL’S CORNER 

We have been off to the great start!  It has been wonderful to see all the 
smiling faces of our McKinley dragons, and it has been a pleasure to watch 
the school become so highly energized with joy and learning!   We were also 
excited to welcome Challenger, an American Bald Eagle from the American 
Eagle Foundation, during our first week of school.  Pictures from the 
assembly are posted on our school website:  
https://www.abington.k12.pa.us/news/bald-eagles-helps-kick-off-mckinley-
2018-2019-school-year/  
 
The McKinley faculty and staff would like to take a moment to thank 
everyone for joining us at our Open House. We welcomed the opportunity 
to meet you and to share with you the exciting things your children will be 
doing this year.  Throughout the year, please remember to contact us at any 
time with questions or concerns as you are our partners in your children’s 

education, and we know we are    BETTER TOGETHER. 

 
Among the other important information in this newsletter, you will find 

details about our Halloween festivities.  Please take the time to review the 

procedures to ensure that we maintain a joyful and safe day.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Marie Salle Kim, Principal 
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HALLOWEEN 

McKinley Elementary will be hosting a Halloween Parade on Wednesday, 

October 31st at 9:30 AM.  Spectators are welcome. Please remember that 

parking on Cedar Glen Road is only available after 8:50 AM.   Other parking 

is available in the neighborhoods surrounding the school.  Spectators may 

view the parade by standing in the bus lane or the playgrounds around the 

school. We ask that spectators stay clear of the path that the parading 

students will take around the school.  Classes will resume at the end of the 

parade; therefore spectators are not permitted to enter the building to 

maintain our building security. 

Children may wear their costumes to school. They will be given time to 

change after the parade. Since safety and positive character are two of our 

school’s priorities, we request that costumes are suitable for elementary 

level children. Inappropriate costumes or accessories, such as fake weapons 

and blood, are not allowed.   Additionally, for the safety of our students, 

masks may not be worn by adults on school grounds. 

Teachers will hold classroom festivities later in the day.  Teachers and 

homeroom parents will contact parents to visit.  Parents who are visiting the 

party will be given a special wristband for entry. We appreciate everyone’s 

cooperation in making this an exciting, yet safe, day for the students.  

Please note:  If you do not wish your child to participate in the parade and 

other festivities, please contact your child’s teacher no later than October 

26th.  Alternative activities will be provided for your child. 

 

 

 

 

Honesty, Excellence, Awareness, 

Respect, Tolerance 

H.E.A.R.T. HAPPENINGS: 

OCTOBER IS ANTI-BULLYING MONTH 

McKinley follows the district-wide Olweus Bullying Prevention Program.  

This research-based program reduces bullying in schools and helps to make 

school a safer, more positive place where students can learn.   Through 

lessons and class meetings, all students in grades K-6 are taught the school 

rules against bullying (below).  Please see the attached Olweus Parent 

Packet for more information about the program that we will be 

implementing throughout the year. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In addition, during the week of September 24th, McKinley participated in 

Start with Hello Week activities as a kick-off to our Olweus Bullying 

Prevention program.  Students enjoyed getting to know their peers and 

promoting an inclusive school at McKinley. 

 

McKinley shows H.E.A.R.T. in all we do! 

 



 HEALTH NOTE 

Ms. Alice Eldredge, CSN, the certified nurse for the building is at McKinley 

on Mondays, Tuesday afternoons and Thursdays. Either Maryliz Bauer, LPN 

or Susan Plunkett will be at McKinley every day to help your child if he/she 

is sick or injured. We all hope your child has a wonderful, healthy school 

year. Below is a reminder for when your child is sick or injured. 

A reminder for when your child is sick... 

If your child is vomiting or has diarrhea, please keep your child at home for 

24 hours after the vomiting/diarrhea has stopped.  If your child has a fever, 

please keep your child at home for 24 hours after the fever has ended 

without the need for fever-reducing medication.  When your child has been 

absent for an extended illness or operation, please provide a doctor’s note 

with special instructions regarding gym and/or recess or any other 

accommodations your child might need. Please provide a doctor’s note 

when your child has been absent for 3 or more days. 

A reminder for when your child is injured… 

If your child is unable to take gym or recess, please provide the health room 

with a doctor’s note stating the restriction.  If your child is coming to school 

with crutches/brace, etc., please provide a doctor’s note indicating the need 

for crutches, brace, etc.  

 

CHIP—INSURANCE INFO 
 CHIP, Children’s Health Insurance Program, covers uninsured kids and teens 

up to age 19 in Pennsylvania.  You can apply by going to 

CHIPcoversPAkids.com or calling 1-800-986-KIDS. 

 

ASD TOGO AND ASD E-FLIERS  
 ASD ToGo provides information from our website in a smart phone friendly 

app – available from the Apple App Store and from the Google Play Store. In 

addition, be sure to sign up to like Abington School 

District on Facebook and follow the district on Twitter.   

CHILD CHECK: 215-663-0430; OPTION 2   
Parents must report their child’s absence.  When reporting your child’s 

absence please call the Child Check Line (24 hours a day, 7 days a week) and 

leave the following information:  Child’s name, your name, teacher’s name, 

date(s) of absence, and the reason for the absence.  If you do not report 

your child’s absence prior to 9:00AM on the day of the absence, Skyward, 

our automated student information system will phone your contact 

numbers with an automated message.  Please note: if you have already 

contacted Child Check or brought your child to school late, you may still 

receive an automated call from Skyward.  No further action is required. 

 

In addition to reporting their child’s absence via Child Check, 

parents/guardians must also submit a written note or send an email when 

their child returns to school explaining the child’s absence.  This is a state 

law.  Please note that if we do not receive a written valid excuse regarding 

the child’s absence, the absence will be categorized as unlawful.   

 

COMMUNICATION WITH 

TEACHERS 

Frequent parent communication is essential in making parents partners in 

the educational process.   An open line of communication tends to alleviate 

student concerns and prevent small questions from becoming large 

problems.  If you have a question or concern, it is best to begin with 

contacting your child’s teacher.  

Please note that throughout the course of the school year the school will be 

sending information home to parents in an attempt to keep you informed of 

events, activities and information relative to the school and your child’s 

education.  Teachers often send emails to communicate with parents.    

Grades 4, 5, and 6 post information on their grade level websites:  

http://www.abington.k12.pa.us/mckinley/our-school/staff/teacher-pages/  

Please remember to keep your phone numbers and email addresses up-to-

date. If you need to change your address, please contact the office. 

http://www.abington.k12.pa.us/mckinley/our-school/staff/teacher-pages/


RECOGNITIONS 
Congratulations to Alana Le, Merjeme Ruko, and Sarah Yanovsky.  

Their artwork has been selected for the Abington School District Art 

Exhibit 2018.  Their artwork will be displayed in the Administration 

Building for four years.   

 

 

 

 

 

SERVICE LEARNING 

Please use the ASD Service Log Sheet for each of your children: 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1QCHEYJrJgCbR9TC38MJOi4oBOqow

puNF/view.  It is required to keep track of service hours for the year in 

order to earn a certificate at the end of the year.  If you have any 

further questions, please feel free to contact Nancy Hartzell at 

NancyHartzell@abington.k12.pa.us or Erin Fullen at 

ErinFullen@Abington.k12.pa.us  

 

VOLUNTEERS 

Parents and guardians interested in volunteering at the school, including 
chaperoning their child’s classroom trip this year will need to obtain 
volunteer certifications in order to be approved to volunteer in this 
capacity.  For information about how to obtain volunteer certifications, 
please view the district policy, which is located at  
http://www.abington.k12.pa.us/policies/media/sites/policies/COMMUNITY-

RELATIONS/VOLUNTEERS-SUPERINTENDENTS-ADMINISTRATIVE-

PROCEDURE.pdf  

 GREAT SHAKE OUT EARTHQUAKE DRILL   

AND LOCKDOWN DRILL 

The school district, including McKinley Elementary, will participate in the 

world’s largest earthquake drill in October 18, 2018.  The Pennsylvania 

Emergency Management Agency (PEMA) has asked for all schools to 

participate in a drill in preparation for an earthquake. Our schools 

participate in what is entitled a Level I Simple Drill where we announce the 

earthquake over the public address system, and the students and all staff 

members assume positions in their classrooms and protect themselves 

under desks by Drop, Cover, and Hold On. Although this is not a typical drill 

needed in Pennsylvania, we are adding this to our list of drills to be 

practiced on an annual basis including fire, bus evacuation, lockdown, 

weather, and now earthquakes.    

Also our school will continue to conduct “lockdown drills” this year. Our first 

drill will be announced to students and staff and used as a means to practice 

procedures that are in place for administrators, teachers, support staff, and 

students. During a lockdown, students’ movement in the building will be 

restricted and the classrooms and building will be secured. Entry to the 

building will also be prohibited throughout the duration of the drill.  This 

announced drill is designed as an instructional opportunity so that students 

can know what to expect if an emergency situation requires that a lockdown 

be put into place. The drill also will provide a means for staff to identify 

areas where procedures may be strengthened. These areas will be reviewed 

in a session that is scheduled with Abington School District principals, 

central staff, and the district emergency management team. 

Please understand that it is not the intent to create distress by conducting 

this drill. Since this lockdown will be an announced drill, we hope that any 

anxiety related to the drill will be minimized. Prior to the drill, teachers will 

discuss the topic with children in a developmentally appropriate manner. 

This will be the first announced lockdown drill this year and other 

unannounced drills will be scheduled later in the year.  

We ask for your support in reinforcing with your children that emergency 

drills are conducted for practice and safety.  It is important that students 

cooperate with teachers and staff and respond quickly to direction.  

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1QCHEYJrJgCbR9TC38MJOi4oBOqowpuNF/view
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McKinley Student Council is sponsoring  

 

When:  Friday, October 26th, 2018 
 

Where:  The Sports Zone 
1065 Industrial Boulevard 
Southampton, PA 18966 

 
Time:  5:00 to 6:45 pm 

                  
Cost:  $12.00 per child, exact change necessary  

(parents are free and must remain with child at event)  
Checks payable to McKinley Elementary 

 

RSVP: Please return this form no later than Friday, October 12th 

 

(Your ticket will be sent home on Monday, October 22nd with the oldest child.) 

------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

Please fill out and return in an envelope with exact payment to homeroom 

teachers no later than Friday, October 12th  
 

 

Student Name(s):  _________________________________ 

 

Teacher(s) and Room Number(s): _____________________ 


