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AUTHORITY AND FUNCTION 
 

The Board of School Directors recognizes the usefulness of broadcasting District and 
school information and events and the proceedings of the publicly convened meetings of 
the Board of School Directors and other public meetings of the Board and its committees.  
The use of the Abington School District’s cable channel, Abington Media Production, 
AMP, will comply with all applicable Federal and state laws, rules, and regulations, 
including copyright laws, Abington Township Channel Operating Guidelines, and policies 
of the Abington Board of School Directors. The Office of the Superintendent shall develop 
Superintendent’s Administrative Procedures for the management and operation of AMP, 
which will comply with this policy. 

 
Abington School District’s cable channel, AMP, is a PEG Access Channel, which may be 
used for public, educational, or governmental access programming. It is provided to the 
Abington School District by the Township of Abington with its Franchise Agreement 
through Comcast Cablevision. As stipulated in the Township of Abington’s Franchise 
Agreement with Comcast, the primary purpose of AMP is for educational access by the 
Abington School District. The Abington School District shall be bound to programming 
guidelines established by the Township of Abington, including time allocations and 
minimum production standards. 

 
PURPOSE 

 

The primary purpose of Abington School District’s cable channel AMP shall be to provide 
the residents of the Borough of Rockledge and the Township of Abington with access to 
cable television broadcasting in order to promote news, information, and entertainment to 
residents on school district affairs. Related community programs, activities, services, 
events, etc., and other matters that relate and support the mission of the Abington School 
District may enjoy programming privileges. 

 



The broadcasting of this 24-hour-per-day, seven-days-per-week information will originate 
at and be the sole responsibility and property of the Abington School District. 

 
OBJECTIVES 

 

1. To provide timely information about school district meetings, school programs, 
events, etc., and any other matters of general public interest regarding Abington 
School District. 

 
2. To provide information that will enable the residents of the Township of Abington 

and the Borough of Rockledge to know their School Board Directors and Abington 
School District staff. 

 
3. To expand community awareness of the responsibilities and decision-making 

processes of the Board of School Directors. 
 

4. To offer residents the opportunity to learn about Abington School District’s schools, 
procedures, programs, curriculum, etc. 

 
5. To highlight the work of the Abington schools, including school and student 

activities, programs, etc. 
 

6. To provide programs about school-related matters to the residents of Abington and 
Rockledge in an informative, engaging, and entertaining format. 

 
7. To provide accurate, up-to-date information to residents during emergencies. 

 
8. To provide information about upcoming community and non-profit activities and 

events as they support and relate to the mission of the Abington School District. 
 
PROGRAMMING RESTRICTIONS 

 

Commercial Messages 
 

Commercial messages may not be broadcast on Abington School District’s cable channel 
AMP. This does not preclude any Abington School District - sponsored programs and 
activities from advertising on AMP, as long as compliance with the commercial 
endorsement policy is followed. For the purposes of this restriction, commercial messages 
are defined as follows: 

 
Any message promoting a specific product or service and containing a “call for action” 
such as “call this number to order,” or offering a specific price, or using descriptive 
superlatives such as “the best price,” “the fastest service,” or “the biggest selection,” 
etc., shall be deemed a commercial message and therefore not eligible for airing on 
AMP. 

 
This does not preclude the broadcasting of programs, activities, events, etc., which were 
sponsored by a business or organization that has complied with relevant policies of the 
Board of School Directors. The support of the sponsoring entity may be acknowledged as 
part of the broadcast. This acknowledgement is not a commercial message and the entity 
must be recognized. 

 
 



Political Campaigning 
 

Abington School District’s cable channel AMP will not be used for political campaigning 
by individuals or organizations seeking support for enactment of legislation or seeking 
election or re-election to public office.  AMP may not be used for solicitation of political 
contributions. 

 
A declared candidate for any political office shall not appear on AMP during the forty-five 
(45) days preceding the date of a primary or primary runoff  election and during the sixty 
(60) days preceding the date of a general or special election in which such person  is  a  
candidate.  The preceding restriction does not apply to an appearance by a legally 
qualified candidate during: 

 
(a) broadcast meetings of the body of which he/she is a sitting member; or 

 
(b) AMP coverage of a news event; or 

 
(c) public comment at a public meeting of the Board of School Directors, a 

committee of the Board of School Directors, or a meeting of a board or 
commission appointed by the Board of School Directors. 

 
Abington School District will permit the broadcast of non-partisan and independently 
sponsored (e.g., League of Women Voters) debates of candidates for the school board 
on AMP.  The Superintendent of Schools will approve the broadcast and advise the Board 
of School Directors. 

 
Lotteries 

 
Information regarding lotteries or promotions offering prizes based wholly or in part on 
chance is not allowed on AMP.  
 
Religious Material 

 
Programs generally considered religious in nature or that advocate a particular religious 
belief in preference to any other religious belief will not be aired on AMP.  All broadcasting 
must comply with Federal, state, and local regulations and policies of the Board of School 
Directors with specific reference to Board Policy regarding “Religion in the Public 
Schools.” 
 
Language and Behavior 
 

Every effort shall be made to ensure that all programs aired on Abington School District’s 
cable channel AMP adhere to school and community standards for appropriate language 
and behavior. All programming will conform to Board policy. 

 
Other 

 

AMP will not air material that would violate any Federal, state, or local law, including 
copyright.   

  



SCHOOL BROADCASTING 
 

Abington School District’s cable channel AMP will broadcast programs, events, and 
activities that feature our students and staff. Broadcasts will include, but will not be limited 
to, sporting events, student assembly presentations, exhibitions, interviews and 
demonstrations, curriculum, science fair competitions, student art exhibitions, etc. 
Programs will require advanced submission and prior approval of the Superintendent of 
Schools or designee for broadcast.  Guidelines are delineated for the submission and 
approval for school programming in the Superintendent’s Administrative Procedures. 
Programs to be broadcast will be recorded, edited for quality and appropriateness, and 
reviewed for compliance with restrictions and authority to include students in the 
broadcast.  Broadcast schedules will be created on a regular basis and advertised through 
the use of the channel and the other channels of communication available to the school 
district such as the website.  Every school in the Abington School District will have the 
opportunity to provide programs for broadcast. 

 
PARENT AND COMMUNITY BROADCASTING 

 

Parent and community groups may request to broadcast a program if it supports the 
mission of the Abington School District and complies with this policy and all policies of the 
Board of School Directors.  Broadcasting on AMP is at the sole discretion of Abington 
School District, and the Superintendent or designee will determine whether a broadcast 
from a parent or community group will be aired.  Parent and community groups are defined 
below: 

 
Parent Groups – The Board extends to school-sponsored parent groups a privileged 
position with respect to broadcasting programs.  In general, the content of the programs 
shall be limited to activities sponsored by parent groups, general school events and news, 
and school-related matters.  Programs will not be political, commercial, or religious in 
nature. 

 
Community Groups – The Board extends to community groups and organizations the 
privilege of broadcasting programs that relate to and support the mission of the Abington 
School District.  In order to qualify for this privilege, the organization or group primarily 
must serve residents and/or students of the school district area.  Programming will relate 
to activities of a civic/community nature and will not be political, commercial, or religious 
in nature. 

 
The following guidelines are to be followed by groups that request programming from 
outside vendors and agents: 

 
1. Programs produced by outside agents and vendors that are compatible with 

the objectives and purpose stated in this policy to be aired on AMP are subject 
to approval by the Superintendent of Schools, the Assistant Superintendent of 
Schools, or their designee. 

 
2. Tapes produced by outside vendors or agents that are provided by Federal, 

state, or county officials may be considered for broadcast on AMP, subject to 
the approval of the Superintendent of Schools, Assistant Superintendent of 
Schools, or their designee. 

 
 



DISCLAIMER 
 

The Abington Board of School Directors assumes no responsibilities for the opinions, 
information, etc., that may be reflected in programming aired over Abington School 
District’s cable channel, Abington Media Productions, AMP. In addition, they reserve the 
right to air appropriate disclaimers as deemed necessary and to prohibit programming not 
in concert with this policy.  In the event of a dispute as to whether particular content may 
appropriately be aired over Abington School District’s cable channel, Abington Media 
Productions, AMP, the determination of the Superintendent of Schools or designee, 
absent Board action to the contrary, shall be final. 
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