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The District affirms that the school has an important role in the positive development 

of students' appreciation and attitudes with regard to the cultural heritage of our society.  It 
also recognizes the diversity of the background of the District’s community members.  The 
District, therefore, must be mindful of the sensitivity of all the members of the community 
with regard to celebrating holidays of a religious nature.  
 
 Further, it is the policy of the District not to prevent, or otherwise deny participation 
in, constitutionally protected prayer in the District’s schools, consistent with guidance issued 
by the U.S. Department of Education and applicable judicial decisions interpreting the 
religion clauses of the First Amendment of the U.S. Constitution.  This policy supersedes 
any other District policy that is inconsistent with it. 
 
Religious Services 
 
 Formal religious services will not be sponsored by the District either on or off the 
school properties. 

 
Study About Religions 
 
 The study about religions of the world is an essential part of the curriculum of the 
schools. In the words of the Supreme Court of the United States of America, “it might well 
be said that one’s education is not complete without a study of comparative religion or the 
history of religion and its relationship to the advancement of civilization.” 
 
 The Library Media Centers of the school system are expected to contain the religious 
documents common to the religion being studied as a part of the courses taught at the 
various age and grade levels of the schools. 
 



 It shall be the duty of the teachers of the school system to maintain a climate of 
“neutrality” within the classrooms at all times and to be particularly alert to the need for 
sympathetic appreciation of the different religious backgrounds and orientation of the 
students of the classes and of the District. 
 
 The students are to be cautioned that the public schools are neutral and that any 
occasion of school attendance and class study of religion is not to be used for the forwarding 
of personal religious beliefs other than through the demonstration and continued practice of 
the highest moral and ethical conduct. 
 
Religious Expressions and Ceremonies 
 
 Religious expressions in music, art, and holidays common to the people of the 
Abington School District are a vital part of our cultural heritage, and their use in the school 
program as part of our American heritage is not to be eliminated.  It is expected that musical 
compositions chosen to be sung by students in music classes and for public concerts will be 
selected on the basis of their musical merits.  Artistic compositions will be studied and 
prepared as a part of the regular art curriculum irrespective of any religious connotations. 
 
 The great religious holidays and festive seasons are a part of our entire community 
and cultural structure.  The schools will continue to study about these occasions in their 
programs and classroom activities.  It is the responsibility of the teachers to appreciate the 
differences in the religious backgrounds of the students in their charge and to exercise good 
judgment in maintaining a spirit of acceptance of religious differences among the students, 
while at the same time pointing out in the class work the significance of the religious holidays 
and celebrations for those whose religious faith support these events. 
 
 It is not the intention of this policy to remove the schools from the social and cultural 
life of the community.  Great events in the lives of its pupils will be marked with significant 
celebrations.  It is the task of the school administration and teachers to exercise good 
judgment and a sense of fair play so as not to offend the sensibilities of those of differing 
creeds and religious beliefs. 
 
Superintendent’s Administrative Procedure 
 
 The Superintendent’s Administrative Procedure regarding “Religion in the Public 
Schools” establishes concrete guidelines for interpretation and implementation of the 
directions set forth herein. 


