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Definitions 
  
“Extracurricular Activities” means those programs that are sponsored or approved by the Board 
but are not explicitly connected to academic learning.  Such activities shall normally be: 

• conducted wholly or partly outside the regular school day; 
• marked by student participation in the processes of initiation, planning, organizing, and 

execution; and 
• equally available to all students who voluntarily elect to participate. 

 
“Co-curricular activities” refers to activities, programs, and learning experiences that 
complement, in some way, what students are learning in school - i.e., experiences that are 
connected to or mirror the academic curriculum.  Co-curricular activities frequently involve 
participation in a class offered for credit toward graduation from high school or for which a 
student is awarded a grade.  Such activities shall ordinarily be: 

• Conducted partly outside and partly inside the regular school day; and 
• Available to all students who voluntarily elect to participate except for those who cannot 

meet the eligibility requirements. 

Authority 
  
The Board shall make school facilities, supplies and equipment available and shall assign staff 
members for the support of extracurricular and co-curricular activities for students.  Such 
availability and assignment shall be in accordance with the Equal Access Act. 
  
Any extracurricular or co-curricular activity shall be considered under the sponsorship of this 
Board when it has been approved by the Board upon recommendation of the Superintendent. 
  
The Board shall maintain the program of extracurricular and co-curricular activities at no cost 
to participating students, except that: 

• The Board's responsibility for provision of supplies shall carry the same exemptions as 
listed in the Board's policy on regular school supplies. 



• Students may be required to assume all or part of the costs for travel and attendance at 
extracurricular and co-curricular events and trips. 

• Where eligibility requirements are necessary or desirable, the Board shall be informed 
and must approve the establishment of eligibility standards before they become 
operable. The Board will receive an annual report evaluating the impact of regulations 
and procedures. 

Guidelines 
 
Guidelines shall ensure that the program of extracurricular and co-curricular activities: 

• Assesses the needs and interests of and is responsive to District students. 
• Ensures provision of competent guidance and supervision by staff. 
• Promotes sportsmanship as an expectation. 
• Guards against exploitation of students. 
• Provides a variety of experiences and diversity of organizational models. 
• Provides for continuing evaluation of the program and its components. 
• Ensures that all extracurricular and co-curricular activities are open to all students and 

that all students are fully informed of the opportunities available to them. 
• Provides support procedures, for a student identified as having difficulty, to help the 

student regain academic standing and regain or retain eligibility; and ensures that 
students meet designated minimum academic eligibility standards to the extent that they 
participate in extracurricular activities in which students participate for at least an 
average of 15 hours per week for a minimum of nine weeks. The Superintendent shall 
prepare and present to the Board for its consideration, these standards of eligibility to 
be met by all students participating in extracurricular and co-curricular activities. The 
Superintendent shall secure Board approval before making any changes to the eligibility 
standards once approved by the Board. The eligibility standards shall be contained in 
the procedures and shall include an appropriate appeal procedure for those students 
who may be declared ineligible; 

• Establishes legal qualifications for participation by non-District students; and 
• Establishes criteria for starting and discontinuing activities. 

 
The District retains the authority to maintain order and discipline on school premises in order 
to protect the well-being of students and employees and to ensure that student attendance at 
such meetings is voluntary. 
  
Application for use of school facilities for student-initiated clubs shall be made according to 
procedures developed by the Superintendent.  Approval will be granted and appropriate 
notification made when the application is in order and the proposed use is in compliance with 
Board policies. 
 
Eligibility for Participation 

  
District policy limits “participation in the District’s educational program, co-curricular 
activities, athletics, school organizations, student publications, or extracurricular 
activities” to “students enrolled in the District on a full-time basis unless participation is 
mandated by law.” 
  



To the extent required by Section 502 of the School Code, students who reside in the 
District but who receive their education in a setting other than a public school may 
participate in District offerings for which they would be eligible if they attended school in 
the District, such as vocational schools, technical schools, and other educational 
departments. 

 
Participation in the District’s Extracurricular Activities 

 
Students Enrolled in Private Schools 

 
Students enrolled in private schools may not participate in any District extracurricular 

activities. 
 

Students in Intermediate Unit Placements, Approved Private Schools, Non-Traditional 
Placements, or Other Alternative Placements 

 
Students in approved private schools, non-traditional placements, or other 

alternative placements who have been placed in these placements by the District are 
permitted to participate in the extracurricular activities offered by the District as if the 
students were attending District schools.  Such students may also participate in the 
District’s educational program or in co-curricular experiences if permitted or required by 
the student’s Individualized Education Program (IEP). 

 
Charter Schools 

 
Students in charter schools have a right to participate in the District’s extracurricular 

and co-curricular activities if the charter school does not provide the same extracurricular or 
co-curricular activity.  Charter school students who wish to participate in such activities must 
meet the same eligibility criteria, or its equivalent, as students enrolled in school, meet the 
try-out criteria, or its equivalent, and comply with all policies rules and regulations of the 
governing organization of the activity.  For interscholastic athletics, the staff of the athletic 
office will contact the head of the charter school weekly to determine if the individual student 
is meeting the academic and attendance eligibility requirements specified by PIAA. 

 
While in school or at school activities, charter school students are responsible to meet 

the guidelines, as established by Board policy, in the student handbook, and/or in 
classroom/course/activity procedures. They will be subject to the same disciplinary 
measures, grading, class, and attendance regulations as are required of fully enrolled 
students. 

 
Home Schooled 

 
Home-schooled students are permitted to participate in District activities such as clubs, 

musical ensembles, athletics (such as varsity sports), and theatrical productions unless the 
activity requires that a District class be taken for credit.  Home-educated students who wish 
to participate in such activities must meet the same eligibility criteria, or its equivalent, as 
students enrolled in school, meet the try-out criteria, or its equivalent, and comply with all 
policies rules and regulations of the governing organization of the activity.  For 



interscholastic athletics, the staff of the athletic office will contact the parent weekly to 
determine if the individual student is meeting the academic eligibility requirements specified 
by PIAA. 

 
While in school or at school activities, home-educated students are responsible to meet 

the guidelines, as established by Board policy, in the student handbook, and/or in 
classroom/course/activity procedures. They will be subject to the same disciplinary 
measures, grading, class, and attendance regulations as are required of fully enrolled 
students. 

 
If the District offers a physical exam or medical test as a condition of participation in 

the specific activity, then the exam or test will be available to home-educated students.  The 
dates and times of such physicals or tests shall be made available on the District's website 
or a general circulation publication. 

 
Students on Homebound Instruction 

 

Students on homebound instruction due to a physician’s note may be allowed to 
participate in the District’s educational program or in any co-curricular experiences or 
extracurricular activities provided that the participation is not inconsistent with the medical 
reasons for the absence from school and the student is transitioning back to school. 

 
Other Alternative Placements (Residential Treatment Facilities, Partial Hospitalization, 
Private Residential Rehabilitative Institutions) 

 

These students may participate in academic programs and courses as if they were in 
private schools to the extent that their medical condition permits them.  Unless the District 
makes the placement, they may not participate in extracurricular activities, unless the 
placement is of short duration and failure to allow participation could be construed as a 
violation of Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act.  


