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The following information outlines a procedure to provide emergency health services and 
transportation.  All decisions made by health staff should be made with the school nurse (if on 
premises) or emergency school nurse. 
 
In the event that a student becomes ill and must be sent home, the school nurse, or health 
staff – L.P.N. or R.N. will: 
 

 Inform the principal or designated staff 
 

 Determine if an adult is in the home 
 

 Contact the parents/legal guardian to provide transportation. If  transportation 
by parent/legal guardian or their designee is not possible, the school nurse or 
health staff will: 

 

Inform the Transportation Department that a student is to be taken home.  The name and 
address of the student are to be provided.  The Transportation Department will dispatch a 
vehicle to the school at the designated time.  The school nurse or health staff should have 
the child ready to board the vehicle when it arrives at the school. 
 
If the Transportation Department cannot provide transportation in a timely manner, the Home 
and School Visitor and/or Coordinator of Safety, Student Attendance and School Police Officer 
should be called for assistance. The school nurse or health staff should have the child ready 
to board the vehicle when it arrives at the school. 
 
If the student is too ill to be transported alone by a member of the Transportation Department 
or Home and School Visitor or Coordinator of Safety, Student Attendance and School Police 
Officer, the school nurse or health staff will accompany the student home in the designated 
District vehicle, if a parent/guardian or adult, as designated by the parent/guardian, is 



available. 

In the event of an emergency requiring that a student be taken immediately to the hospital or 
a doctor, the school nurse or health staff (in consultation with the emergency nurse) will: 
 

Call 911.  The 911 service will dispatch the Abington Township Police Department 
and request that an ambulance be sent. The school nurse (health staff if nurse is 
attending to student) will advise the building principal, Office of the Superintendent, 
and Director of Student Services of the pending arrival of an emergency vehicle. 

 
Under the procedures outlined above, the school nurse or health staff are not required to 
transport children in a privately owned automobile as an agent of the school district. 
However, nothing in this procedure should be construed so as to preclude a health services 
staff person from providing transportation for a student in a privately owned car under 
emergency conditions. Under such circumstances, the health services staff member 
assumes the primary responsibility for liability in the event of an accident, whereas the school 
district provides secondary liability insurance coverage. 


