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Purpose 
 
The school district wishes to prevent opiate-related overdose deaths by making Naloxone 
available in its schools. Naloxone is a medication found to reverse the effects of an opiate-
related drug overdose.  Act 139 of 2014 permits an individual in a position to assist a person 
at risk of opioid overdose to obtain and administer Naloxone (also known as Narcan). 
 
Guidelines 
 
School Physician’s Standing Order 
 
The school district’s Superintendent or designee shall obtain a standing medical order from the 
school district physician, pursuant to Act 139 of 2014, that prescribes Naloxone for use by 
authorized school personnel to assist any individuals suspected of experiencing a drug 
overdose in the school district’s schools. [1] 
 
The standing order shall authorize the school district to obtain, store and administer Naloxone 
in compliance with this policy, and impose any other conditions that the school district’s 
physician believes is appropriate to ensure the safety and well-being of an individual 
experiencing a drug overdose.  The original standing order shall be maintained in the Health 
Services Department, and copies of the standing order shall be kept in the Health Suite in each 
school. 
 
Delegation of Responsibility 
 
Permission to carry and administer Naloxone on school district property shall be limited to 
School Police Officers and Licensed Health Care Professionals in the schools including the 
school nurses, health staff, and school district physician.  These staff members must complete 
a Pennsylvania Department of Health approved Naloxone training prior to carrying and/or 
administering Naloxone.  This training shall be repeated minimally every three years.  Evidence 
that the training has been completed will be kept in the Health Services Department. 
 
Naloxone may be administered when there is a reasonable belief that the person is suffering 
from an opioid overdose.  Administration of Naloxone shall be done in good faith and in a 



manner consistent with manufacturer instructions and the recommendations of the school 
district physician.  As soon as possible around the time of administration of Naloxone, the 
district shall contact emergency services (911). 
 
Naloxone doses shall be securely stored in the schools’ health suites in a manner consistent 
with manufacturer instructions. 
 
Indemnification 
 
The administration of Naloxone shall not be required in circumstances of unavailability of 
Naloxone, unavailability of a qualified Naloxone administrator, and/or uncertainty as to whether 
an opioid overdose is occurring, among other reasons.  This Superintendent’s Administrative 
Procedure shall not create a duty on the part of the Abington School District and/or its personnel 
to administer Naloxone. 
 

1. 35 P.S. 780-113.8 


