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In the event a student engages in threatening behavior at school, at a school-sponsored 
activity, or on a vehicle owned or under the control of the District, these procedures should be 
followed: 

 
• Any District employee who has reason to believe that a student has demonstrated 

threatening behavior towards another individual, school building or District property must 
notify the principal or their designee. In all such cases, concern for confidentiality is 
secondary to concern for safety. 

 
• The District Threat Assignment Team, implemented in response to Act 18 of 2019, will 

be consulted by the principal or their designee. 
 

• The Threat Assessment Team will assess the situation to determine whether the threat 
is substantive or transient.  A substantive threat may result in the following activities: 

 
• Notify the Abington Police Department if the behavior undermines the safety or 

security of the school or any individual on school property, at school-sponsored 
events, or on vehicles owned or under the control of the District by threatening the 
use of weapons, explosive devices, chemicals, or other hazardous material in writing 
or by any other means.  Police involvement does not require furtherance of a threat 
or an act. Contact the Juvenile Detectives, at (267) 536-1105 or (267) 536-1106 to 
initiate criminal proceedings.  For immediate police involvement contact the patrol 
division at 911 or (267) 536-1100. 

 
• The building principal shall immediately inform the Superintendent at Ext. 2500 or 

2501 of events resulting in notification to law enforcement. 
 

• The building principal shall implement Superintendent's Administrative Procedure, 
“Exclusions from School.” 

 
• The principal or assistant principal must apprise the parents/guardian of actions 

indicated above for both the alleged offender(s) and involved victim(s). 
 

• Consider the need to obtain a psychiatric/psychological evaluation in order to 



determine if the student requires psychiatric intervention and/or commitment. The 
following procedures are to be initiated. 

 
If the student is out-of-control and appears to be an imminent threat to themselves or 
others; 

 
 

Contact the Abington-Jefferson Health Crisis Service and report that there is 
an EMERGENCY and that the student is HIGH RISK. The crisis team is on 
call 24 hours a day and can be reached at (215) 481-2525. 

 
Contact the parents/guardians so they may secure medical treatment of the 
student, if needed. 

 
Parents/guardians may choose to initiate a psychiatric/psychological evaluation 
through private resources.  The building administrator or their designee may request 
permission to speak to the therapist. 

 
According to the Pennsylvania Mental Health Procedures Act and Act 147, if the 
student is under age 18 and refuses to be evaluated, a voluntary evaluation can be 
conducted based on the parent/guardian signature.  This may be done at Abington-
Jefferson Health Hospital.  The hospital can release/admit or refer the student. 

 
If the parents/guardian refuse and the student is under 14 years of age, immediately 
contact Childline at 1-800-932-0313 and the Office of Children and Youth.  Initiate 
procedures for neglect. In addition, follow procedures for involuntary evaluation 
delineated in below.  This may become difficult since you are working in opposition to 
the parents/guardian of a child under the age of 14, but it is pertinent to proceed as 
noted. 

 
If the student is 14 years of age or older, the Pennsylvania Mental Health Procedures 
Act states that either the student can agree to a voluntary evaluation with the possibility 
of hospitalization or the student can be involuntarily referred for evaluation.   
 

Involuntary Evaluation 
 

Involuntary evaluation can be initiated only if the threat occurs in concert with acts in 
furtherance of the threat, e.g., the student has a knife in possession and verbalizes 
threat without blandishment.  The school district witness of the behavior (any 
responsible person who has personally observed the behavior) must file the petition 
at the Montgomery County Emergency Service (MCES) requesting that a warrant be 
issued to have the person brought to MCES for an involuntary psychiatric evaluation.  
No appointment is needed.  In addition, police officers who have observed this 
behavior or a physician who has examined the person and certifies the need for an 
involuntary evaluation may bring a person to MCES for an involuntary evaluation or 
may call in a written statement if the person is in their custody.  If the petition is 
approved, the petitioner will verify the student’s location and the student will be 
transported by ambulance, with police assistance, to MCES.  If the student is 
committed, they may not be treated involuntarily for longer than 120 hours or 5 days 
without a court hearing. Montgomery County Emergency Service is a private/non-profit 
psychiatric hospital and crisis center that contracts with Montgomery County. Ask for 
the Crisis Center at 610-279-6100; Address: 50 Beech Drive, Norristown, 
Pennsylvania (call for directions) 



 
• MCES also has a Mobile Crisis Intervention Service that can come to the school and 

speak to the designated student/parents/guardians when student/parents/guardians are 
reluctant to go to the hospital.  Staff will assess needs on site and provide intervention and 
stabilization.  This service is available 24 hours a day, 7 days a week and can also facilitate 
police intervention. Phone: 855-634-4673; 

 
• If parents/guardian/student refuse intervention procedures, the District will make 

recommendations regarding exclusionary procedures according to Superintendent's 
Administrative Procedure, “Student Offenses and Discipline Procedures” and “Expulsion 
Hearings.” 

 
• The principal or assistant principals should document all above activities and request a 

written letter from the student's physician as to whether it is safe for the student to return 
to school.  No student will be permitted to return to school without written competent and 
credible evidence that they do not pose a risk of harm to themselves or others. 

 
• As a condition of re-admittance following a documented threat, these students may be 

subject to random searches.  
 

• In the case of exceptional students, the District will take all steps necessary to comply 
with the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA), state regulations, and follow 
Superintendent's Administrative Procedure, “Student Offenses and Discipline 
Procedures.” 

 
 

 

The Mental Health Law gives the following four definitions of dangerous behavior: 
 

• Clear and present danger to others shall be shown by establishing that within the past thirty (30) days the 
person has inflicted or attempted to inflict serious bodily harm on another and that there is reasonable 
probability that such conduct will be repeated. A clear and present danger of harm to others may be 
demonstrated by proof that the person has made threats of harm and has committed acts in furtherance of 
the threat to commit harm. 

• The person has acted in such a manner as to evidence that they would be unable, without care, supervision, 
and the continued assistance of others to satisfy their need for nourishment, personal or medical care, or 
self-protection and safety, and that there is reasonable probability that death, serious bodily injury or serious 
physical debilitation would ensue within thirty (30) days unless adequate treatment were afforded. 

• The person has attempted suicide and that there is reasonable probability of suicide unless adequate 
treatment is afforded. A clear and present danger may be demonstrated by proof that the person has made 
threats to commit suicide and has committed acts that are in furtherance of the threat to commit suicide. 

• The person has substantially mutilated themselves or attempted to mutilate themselves substantially and 
that there is the reasonable probability of mutilation unless adequate treatment is afforded or there is proof 
that the person has made threats to commit mutilation and the person has committed acts which are in 
furtherance of the threat to commit mutilation. 


