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Background 
 
 In developing Abington School District’s Strategic Plan for 2008-2014, the 
committee identified a set of goals for Curriculum, Instruction and Assessment.  
Included in these goals was: “Infuse across the curriculum the skills and strategies that 
students must master to succeed in the 21st century.”  Furthermore, the committee 
recommended “developing global language, cultural awareness, and civic literacy.” 
 

In response to this goal of the Strategic Plan, there are a number of compelling 
reasons why the Abington School District will introduce the teaching of Mandarin 
Chinese into the secondary school curriculum.  In general, the rise of China represents 
new economic, political, and social realities that demand the attention of the Abington 
School District.  China’s tremendous economic growth creates new opportunities for US 
businesses.  China is an immense market for American goods and services.  China’s 
political importance is broadly acknowledged.  As the most enduring world civilization, 
China is a major international cultural presence, an official language of the United 
Nations, and is the most widely spoken first language in the world.  U.S. educators 
acknowledge that Mandarin Chinese is spoken by more than a billion people, and these 
trends will continue.   
 

Mandarin Chinese is also the fastest growing program in world languages taught 
in United States schools.  It is estimated that over 400 programs of Mandarin Chinese 
are offered in American schools, levels K-12.  For example, at the state level, Kansas, 
Ohio, Oklahoma, Minnesota, North Carolina, Wisconsin, and Utah are making 
instruction of Chinese a priority in their World Language programs.  At the municipal 
level, Chicago and Los Angeles already have plans in place to make Chinese one of the 
commonly taught languages in their public schools.  In San Diego, the offering of 
Chinese classes helped attract more students to the schools, enhancing its reputation. 
To prepare its students for the demands of the 21st century, the Abington School District 
will schedule courses in Mandarin Chinese to begin in September 2010 in the 
secondary schools.  
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Committee Charge 
 

The Abington School District Mandarin Chinese Instruction Committee is 
established to develop an instructional program for the teaching of Mandarin Chinese at 
the secondary level and to create a model for implementation of this program for 
September 2010.  This program will be designed to provide appropriate developmental 
learning experiences that lead to the successful completion of the Advanced Placement 
course.  The primary tasks of the committee are to: review the body of research on 
Mandarin Chinese study; review and evaluate available instructional resources; create a 
model for a course sequence and its implementation; recommend the adoption of 
textbooks and materials; and formulate a recommendation to the superintendent for 
adoption of the course sequence with instructional materials. 
 

A. Conduct a comprehensive review of the body of research related to the 
instruction of Mandarin Chinese including research studies conducted, 
existing programs, best practices, and sequencing of instruction. 

 
B. If feasible, visit and report to the committee on successful secondary school 

Mandarin Chinese programs. 
 

C. Conduct a review and evaluation of available instructional materials and 
library resources. 
 

D. Create a model for implementation that includes a four-year phase-in plan 
that begins with course approval for Mandarin Chinese I for 2010-2011 and 
leads to course approval for an Advanced Placement Mandarin Chinese 
course in 2013-2014.  
 

E. Formulate a recommendation for the adoption of selected materials for 
Mandarin Chinese I. The proposed materials must be a part of a 
textbook/program sequence for which the subsequent levels can be proposed 
for adoption over the course of the next three years.  

 
 
Committee Membership 
 
Ms. Sheila Shapiro, Co-Chairperson Supervisor of World Languages 
Dr. Jeffrey Fecher, Co-Chairperson Principal, Abington Senior High School 
Mr. Angelo Berrios Assistant Principal, Abington Junior High 

School 
Ms. Jo Blumenthal Board of School Directors Representative 
Mr. Jeffrey Chou AEA Representative 
Hannah Comins Student Representative 
Ms. Ester Eichler Teacher, Abington Senior High School 
Robert Evans Student Representative 
Mr. Joseph Garcia Teacher, Highland Elementary School 
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Ms. Barbara Higgins Teacher, ESL 
Ms. Bertina Hsu-Miller Teacher, McKinley Elementary School 
Ms. Nicole Kazarian Teacher, Abington Junior High School 
Mr. James Lodewick English Chairperson, Abington Senior High 

School 
Mrs. Jeannette Maitin Board of School Directors Representative 
Dr. James Melchor Assistant Director of Curriculum 
Ms. Janice Park Community Representative 
Dr. Laura Pladus Principal, Rydal Elementary School 
Mr. Calvin Wang Parent Representative 
 
 
Committee Timeline 
  
October – December 2009   Tasks A and B 
 
January 2010    Task C 

 
April 2010     Tasks D and E 

 
June 2010     Final Report to Superintendent 


