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Attention,
Second
Semester
Seniors!

Love is in the air and on the auditorium walls at the first annual Heart Hop.

Abington’s
First Heart
Hop

By Rebecca Kruger
On the eve of February
twelfth, a mere two days away
from Valentine’s Day, Abington
seemed struck by cupid’s arrow.
Sophomores and seniors alike
were bedecked in red. Candy
hearts abounded. Love, written in
twinkly lights on the auditorium
doors, seemed to permeate the air.
Key Club’s first annual Heart Hop
was in full swing.
Though a Valentine’s Day dance
is traditionally thrown by the
senior class, a service cause near
and dear to Abington inspired
the Key Club to take the reins.
Then-junior Becca Voltmer
was hospitalized last April due
to heart failure. The doctors
eventually diagnosed her with
myocarditis, swelling of the heart
due to a common viral infection.
At first she was kept alive by
EMCO, a machine which aided
her nearly nonfunctional heart,
a breathing tube, and cannulas,
medical tubes, stitched into her
body to circulate her blood. She
underwent open-heart surgery to
implant Ventricular Assist Devices
(VADs), mechanical blood pumps
that preform cardiovascular
functions. Eventually, she
underwent a heart transplant,
becoming the fourth patient in the
world to live through BIVAD and
transplant surgery. She returned as
a senior this October, participating

in Abington musicals and Select
Choir as usual.
After observing Becca’s
miraculous recovery, the Key Club
was inspired to raise money for
the American Heart Association.
The American Heart Association
is an organization dedicated to
building healthier lives free of
cardiovascular disease and stroke.
Due to new prevention methods,
1.6 million lives have been saved
from heart disease since 1977.
The American Heart Association
is dedicating to curing all heart
ailments and raising awareness.
The dance was held in the
auditorium lobby. The windows
were bedecked in plastic heart
adhesives. The theater doors were
covered with twinkling lights that
formed the word “love” and a
heart. Tables were bedecked with
candy hearts and mason jars filled
with flowers. Above them hung
red paper lanterns. Refreshments
included pizza, homebaked
goods, and soft pretzels. Over 150
students filled the lobby, dancing
to the DJ above. The music was an
eclectic mix of modern hits and
classics. Crowd favorites included
“American Boy” and the everpopular “Chacha Slide.” Students
left with smiles on their faces after
a night dancing for a cause.
Raising over 1,000 dollars for
the American Heart Association,
and with almost 200 students
in attendance, the dance was a
fantastic success. Sure to be a new
Abington tradition, the Heart
Hop helped fund research and
spread the spirit of St. Valentine.
Thank you to all the students that
attended!

Get the scoop on this Read about the boys’
year’s Singing
basketball team’s
Valentines
Page 3 success
Page 4

By Emma DenBleyker
As we move into the second
half of the 2014-15 school year,
the nasty bug known as senioritis
begins to creep into the lives of
the 567 students set to graduate
this June. Whether you have been
feeling the effects of laziness and
indifference since you set foot in
the senior high or are still pushing
hard to maintain your stellar
marks, it is hard to deny the everlooming sense that the end of your
high school career is approaching
rapidly. While senioritis is usually
something to be combated and
avoided, there are some subtle
perks – if you keep them in check.
Second semester seniors seem
to take advantage of the many
opportunities presented to them
that, in the past,
they may have
turned down in
favor of staying
in to complete
schoolwork.
Basketball games,
club meetings,
and pep rallies:
as seniors realize
that these chances
are some of the
last they will
ever get, they
might choose
to participate in
these events and
push homework
to a later time,
and that is not necessarily a bad
thing. As long as the work gets
done, seniors should seize the
precious moments that make high
school so special. Furthermore,
the second half of your senior
year should be a celebration of
your accomplishments; you have
worked hard for 12 years and
deserve a chance to lighten up
a bit. Go to dinner with your
parents or just sit and talk with
friends. These are some of the last
months when it will be so easy
to schedule time with your
pals.

Students sound off
on ISIS
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Nonetheless, the effects of
senioritis can add up quickly and
leave you begging for help at the
end of the year—a burden no one
wants to carry as they prepare for
prom and graduation. Seniors
must not forget that almost all
colleges require final grades and
reserve the right to rescind their
offer of admission, which would
certainly put a damper on end
of the year celebrations. If you
are struggling to fight off the
destructive effects of senioritis as
you watch your grades slip before
your eyes, remind yourself of how
close you are to finishing high
school. It may seem like there is
no point in putting substantial
effort in now, but you will want
to look back on high school and
remember that you finished
strong. Remember: once you are
done in June, you will have all
summer to enjoy yourself and
soak in all the laziness you can
possibily dream of. Moreover,
when you get to college, you will
not want to carry last year’s bad
habits with you. If you make a
habit of blowing off assignments

and procrastinating now, who
is to say you will not continue
when you begin school in the
fall? Making it a habit to stay on
top of your work, no matter the
occasion, is sure to bring success
in your future. By striking a
balance between taking advantage
of all that your final year of high
school offers and maintaining
your grades, seniors will look back
on the sunset of their academic
career with nostalgia and
satisfaction.

Learn about
Abington’s new
school store
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School Store

Senior Nikki Williams, with the help of other select choir ladies,
serenades a student during class.

the Night,” “Little Things,” and
“My Girl.” All of the music was
arranged by the choir, and every
song was wonderfully performed.
Just what makes singing
valentines an annual tradition at
By Sophia Ricciardi
Abington? For those of us who
Every student and teacher at
were not graced with golden
Abington Senior High recognizes
pipes, these telegrams are an
the sound of singing valentines-excellent way to serenade those
footsteps racing down the hall, a
you love. Select Choir could show
knock at the door, and suddenly
up at any time, and they really
the sound of music fills the air.
get into their performances, so
Friends and lovers alike find
the surprise interruption to class
themselves on the receiving end
is much appreciated by many a
of Select Choir’s vocal ambush,
student. While they can be a little
a much anticipated tradition at
embarrassing for the person being
ASHS.
serenaded, they are fun and nice
Sold by Select Choir during
to receive.
lunch periods for five dollars,
Sami Robertson, a member
Abington’s own group of extremely
of Select, hit the nail on the
talented vocalists delivers the
head with her summary of the
telegrams that feature a plethora
telegrams: “It’s a great way to
of songs. The choir splits up into
spread love and happiness, and
boys and girls squads, each with
give a great sense of community
a different repertoire of music to
and school spirit. I love to sing
perform. This year, the girls sung
with all my Select Choir family!”
“Rather Be,” “Love on Top,” “Can’t
As long as Abington’s Select Choir
Help Falling in Love,” “Toxic,”
continues to serenade the students
and “Clumsy,” while the boys
and staff with their lovely songs,
serenaded their patrons with the
singing telegrams are sure to be an
songs “Teddy Bear,” “All of Me,”
ASHS tradition for years to come.
“Beautiful Soul,” “In the Still of

Singing
Valentines

Recordbreaking
Temperatures

By Dennis Phan
So far this year, we have
experienced record-breaking
freezing temperatures. Harsh cold
is to be expected in Pennsylvania;
however, forecasters expected a
“harsh arctic outbreak” during
Valentine’s Day weekend, bringing
snow and five days of unbearable
temperatures. Temperatures
plummeted to their lowest level in
over two decades. Early morning
temperatures were around zero

during the Monday morning
commute.
According to the National
Weather Service, the wind chill
factor dropped to 10 below zero
on the night
of Thursday
the twelfth
through the
morning of
Monday the
sixteenth.
Breezy
northwest
winds were
even strong
enough
to create
widespread
power

By Brittany Levy
Could you imagine rummaging
through your drawers in
desperate search of Abington
gear - only to realize that
Abington gear is rarely sold
and seldom made? Luckily,
you need not lose any
more sleep in fear of such a
situation. Mrs. Hansen has
stepped up to the plate and
decided to start an Abington
School Store! The school store
will be up and running by the
end of February, so stay tuned
on the announcements and
check the Abington Senior
High School Facebook page to
stay posted!
The school store will sell a
wide range of products - from
clothing to hats to magnets to
mugs! T-shirts, sweatpants, and
guide hats will cost twenty dollars,
the fleece will cost thirty dollars,
and the hoodie will cost twenty-

outages. The fierce cold arrived
on Thursday, when overnight
temperatures were anticipated
to plunge to single digits. Gusts
topping 45 mph were expected
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five dollars. You can buy these
items at the mobile kiosk, which
will be stationed in the cafeteria
during lunch periods at least once
a week (most likely on Fridays).
Also, you can purchase items from
the school store on Wednesdays

after school (along with the pretzel
sale) or at various sporting events.
If these times aren’t convenient
for you, you can find a link on the
Abington Senior High School
website which will enable
you or your parents to email
your order and then pick it
up.
With the addition of
the school store comes a
need for help running the
store. If you are interested
in helping run the kiosk
during lunch periods, after
school, or at sporting events,
contact Mrs. Hansen (email:
gretchenhansen@abington.
k12.pa.us). As I anticipate
the blissful sight of Abington
gear all around, I would like
to thank Mrs. Hansen for
implementing the idea!

for the Philadelphia area which
can feel like hurricane winds
to an average Philadelphian.
Transportation was a bit
problematic and quite hazardous
in parts of Pennsylvania, New
Jersey, and New York. The
National Weather Service
recommended citizens make
arrangements to ensure they
have enough fuel to heat
households and businesses
and to protect pipes from
freezing for whenever this
type of situation occurs.
This extreme weather made
for a fairly chilly Valentine’s
Day, as both love and snow
were in the air on February
fourteenth.
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Plane
Crashes into
Taiwan River
By Rachel Allen

There is a 0.00001% chance that
a plane will crash. Unfortunately,
one plane from Taiwan was part
of that miniscule percentage. On
February 4th, TransAsia Airways
Flight 235 crashed
into the Keelung
River only minutes
after taking off,
killing 43 people
and injuring 15.
After leaving the
Taipei Songshan
airport, the plane
took a sharp drop
into the river, barely
missing a building
by less than a meter.
It was discovered
that the cause
of the crash was
that both engines
stopped working,
one after the other.
Immediately after
the first engine
stopped working
an alarm sounded,
informing the
pilots of the problem. Soon after,
the pilots were heard discussing
whether to shut off the other
engine. The pilots were in fact
able to get the engines working
again, but it was too late to get

Through the
Eyes of Youth
By Siani Barbosa
In honor of Black History
month, dance studios Arrive

February 2015

NEWS

the plane back in the air. The
last communication between
the plane and the control tower
was “Mayday, mayday, engine
flameout.” Currently, it is difficult
to understand what actually
happened until the information
from the flight data recorder and
cockpit voice recorder is released,
which will not happen for a few
months.
This is the second deadly
plane crash in seven months
for TransAsia airways. The first

will be suspended and retrained.
Nineteen others who have
not taken the test yet will be
suspended as well. The pilot of
the flight, Liao Chien-chung,
who died in the crash, had over
4,900 flight hours before the crash
occurred. Although he was not
able to get the plane back into the
air, he saved thousands of lives by
avoiding the populated area and
landing in the river. Whether it
was human failure or mechanical
error will not be revealed until
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Math
Students of
the Month
By Brittany Levy
A wise mathematician once
said, “Mathematics is made
of 50 percent formulas, 50
percent proofs, and 50 percent
imagination.” Perhaps this
individual should reevaluate his/
her statement to recognize the
importance of effort, dedication,
and willingness to help others.
Thankfully, the math teachers
commended such students in this
month’s Student of the Month
contest. The math teachers had
the opportunity to select students
who stand out in class for reasons
beyond mere academic success.
The students selected as the
Students of the Month on the
grounds of exceptional effort,
dedication, and willingness to help
others are listed as follows:
Allyson Morris
Carolyn Erb
Connor Shillington
Emma Vollmer

crash led to the basic operation
and emergency procedure test
that TransAsia pilots are now
mandated to take. Initially, ten
of the pilots failed the test and

later on. For right now, the family
and friends of the 43 people that
died in the crash are left to mourn
their loss and await the findings of
the investigation.

Ethan Gray
Frankie Hu
Hannah Collins
Leah Barbacane

Dance Company and Dance
Plus express their appreciation
for African culture through
dance. In Saint Louis, both dance
groups perform in an annual
show called “Through the Eyes
of Youth,” conveying the spirit of
African American history through

different styles of dance. February
28 marks the 6th anniversary for
this event located at the James
J. Eagan Civic Center. Featuring
award winning choreographers
Brandi Richardson, Stacy Gerst,
Danielle Wallace and Jamell
Jacobs, the choreography includes
jazz, lyrical, and
contemporary.
Both studios offer
African dance as
an option along
with their other
dance classes.
Their main goal
with this program
is to share the
little known
stories of the
African American
experience and to
motivate people to
appreciate African
American culture
within their area of
influence.

Lisa Ruttloff
Macie Silver
Michael Hegerich
Nick Henry
Nick Miller
Nick Torba
Samantha Rivera
Socheata Cheng
Tara Santora
Tim Terrizzi
Viktoriya Shevchyk
Zhaylinn Croft
Student pictures and the
explanation for why each was
selected are posted on a bulletin
board outside of the library. Stay
tuned for next month’s exceptional
science students!
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The student section cheers on the team at the Chester playoff game.

On to States!

By Rachel Rawdin
After the Abington
Boys’ Basketball Team went
undefeated in the league and
won the Suburban One National
Conference tournament, the
boys won the first annual SOL
tournament. The Ghosts were
named Conference champions
for the third year in a row and the
road to States began in districts.
In the first round of district
playoffs, the boys took on North
Penn at home. After a back and
forth game, the Ghosts managed
to hold on for the win, beating the
Knights by one point. Senior Amir
Hinton hit a deep three from just
above the half court line at the end
of the first quarter. Senior Matt
Penecale, although in foul trouble
in the first half, was able to come
back strong in the second half
making layups and assisting his
teammates. The game ended as the
fans stormed the court.
For game two of playoffs,
rival Chester came to Abington.
The Ghosts, determined not to
let Chester rob them of their
chance at the District title for the
second year in a row, started off
strong. Junior Brian Close was
the first player to put up points
for Abington. After an early lead
by the ghosts, Chester came right
back and kept it uncomfortably
close for the rest of the game.

A Football
Fan’s Holiday

Amir Hinton, leading scorer for
the Ghosts, put up a total of 19
points with key threes and yet
another dunk. Matt Penecale
followed closely behind with 17
total points, breaking several
ankles along the way. Freshman
Robbie Heath put up a solid 9
points through many completed
foul shots. Seniors Jake Porter and
Brendan Gallagher, along with
junior Jack Steinman contributed
to the overall score. At the end
of regulation time, Abington and
Chester were tied at 43. With just
1:29 left in OT, the two teams
remained tied at 47. With just
over a minute left, the ghosts put
up 8 more points while denying
all of Chester’s shots. Abington
beat Chester by a final score of
55-47. After yet another close
game, the biggest fan section so
far this season rushed the court.
The Ghosts then advanced to beat
Pennridge 58-49 in the district
quarterfinals.
In addition to the boys’ success,
the Girls’ basketball team also
won a league title. After falling to
CB West in the SOL Tournament
final, the girls rebounded and
won three District playoff games,
which puts them in the final
four of Districts. Both teams
have played phenomenally this
season and I strongly suggest that
everyone goes to show support for
both the basketball teams as they
journey through Districts.

excited for, year in and year out.
However, the day has turned into
something that I
do not like—an
excuse for people
who know nothing
By David Arroyo
about football to
That time of year has come and
have a party.
gone again. A time when all gather
Let’s make
around a TV, with delicious food
this abundantly
and a beloved family member that
clear—the Super
may have had one too many. No,
Bowl is a holiday
I’m not talking about Christmas or
for sports and football fans only. If
Thanksgiving. Super Bowl Sunday
you do not know football and do
is the day every sports fan is most
not watch it, I do not want to hear

Boy’s
Lacrosse
Looking
Forward To
Successful
Spring
Season
By Dan Black
Spring time brings warmer
weather, longer days and, most
importantly, lacrosse season. After
coming off another tremendous
season where the boys’ lacrosse
team once again won their
league, the team is looking to not
only succeed at league level, but
also to go even further into the
playoffs this season. Despite losing
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name a few.
The Ghosts’ will still have the
leadership of four seniors who
will be going to play collegiate
lacrosse. Midfielders Joe Lomady
and Cam Leech, who are both
continuing committed to York
College, will hold down the
midfield for the Ghosts. Ryan
Fetzer, who will play at Lycoming
next year, will help bring together
a new, younger defense that is
sure to surprise and shut down
the competition. Finally, two-year
captain and Monmouth commit
Hunter Jones will look to add
on to his goal-scoring legacy at
Abington as the main attack-man
this coming season. Other seniors,
such Chase Lavallie and John
Wink, will play vital leadership
roles for the squad.
As well, for the first time in a
long time, the team will have a
coach for more than one season.
Coach Pete Burns, in his second
year as head coach for the Ghosts,
will look to lead his team to a
glory-filled season once again

Abington alum Matt Gormley drives back a Downington West player last season.

numerous seniors, the team has
been revamped with a multitude
of young talent including Jimmy
Lomady, John Petriccione, Matt
Bross and Joey Lindley, just to
from you the one day of the year
when I am happiest. It is a day
where true football fans
make predictions on
the game, place bets,
and anxiously watch,
hoping to be correct.
Thus, credibility
is of the utmost
importance. Educate
yourself if you wish
to fake this day. Do
not attend a party only to ask the
people attending a question every
few minutes.

and hopefully a run at a state title.
Although the team may not have
the leadership of years past, the
boys’ lacrosse team seems to be set
up for another great season.
If you do not love football,
there is plenty else to do. Go
watch the Puppy Bowl. Who
doesn’t love cute dogs? Stay home
and watch some Netflix. I’ve
heard House of Cards is pretty
great. But do not ruin the Super
Bowl experience for those who
enjoy it. It is the holiday of food,
screaming, cursing, and gambling
for the sports fans of America.
Allow us to want to rip our hair
out at some decisions (Why didn’t
Seattle run the ball?), and just stay
out of our way.
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Point/Counterpoint

Getting to the
Root of ISIS

By Ryan Grewal
In early February, President
Obama announced his plan to
seek an “Authorization for Use of
Military Force” from Congress
to secure broader powers in
combatting the Islamic State
in Iraq and Syria. The bill will
easily pass, but the United States
military has been engaging in
military force in combating ISIS
already. Islamic State outposts
and militant held cities have been
targets of airstrikes for months.
The President’s announcement
came in response to the public
reminder of ISIS after the recent
release of videos of hostages being
brutally executed. At a time when
57% of American’s support putting
American troops on the ground in
the levant, the President appears
to be making a head-fake in that
direction.
The White House, however,
does not seem to support another
open-ended military excursion in
this particular part of the world.
President Obama, in a recent
interview with Vox, said, “What
we’ve learned in Iraq is you can
keep a lid on those sectarian
issues as long as we’ve got the
greatest military on Earth there
on the ground, but as soon as
we leave, which at some point
we would, we’d have the same
problems again.” After a decade of
attempting to control the Middle
East with the US Army acting
as hallway aides, the President
understands that America is not
all-powerful enough to reverse

The Price
Anti-Vaxxers
Will Pay
By Rebecca Kruger
The United States faces an
outbreak of the measles, a disease
once considered eradicated.
Unlike ebola, the outbreak does
not come from a third-world
impoverished country, isolated
from the aid of modern medicine.
The CDC has traced the origin of
the measles outbreak to Disney
California Adventure Park in

hundreds of years of historical
precedent in a land where peace
has not existed in the modern age.
American policy in West Asia
has always been based on shortterm solutions with short-term
interests in mind. In making
ignorant decisions, America has
irreversibly set the Middle East
behind in progressing into the
industrialized western world.
Many in America and around the
world see events like Abu Ghraib
and CIA detention and believe
these atrocities show American
intervention as being necessarily
harmful, and thus oppose any sort
of interceding action.
While isolationists may be
justified in their fears, President
Obama seems to have a tentative
grip on a sensible policy towards
foreign policy in the Middle
East—attempting to destroy
terrorism from the root. We must
understand why people want to
burn others alive in order to stop
them. Jihadists are no different
than gangs that plague inner cities
in their root causes. When people
are surrounded by poverty and
a lack of any opportunity, crime
provides a way for young angry
men to feel like they have some
control of their lives. Terrorist
caliphates do not exist in Western
countries for the same reason
gangs do not exist in the suburbs.
As long as the United States and
the regimes it backs economically
exploit the region, terrorist groups
will always have new recruits
and endless airstrikes will never
kill the ever repopulating hive
of discontent. We must drag
the Middle East into economic
prosperity, against their will if
need be, if we ever wish to stop
seeing people burnt alive in cages.

Obama:
Defender of
ISIS?

Anaheim, California.
Two doses of the measles
vaccine (MMR) has been proven
100% effective at combatting
the disease. And yet 154 cases in
seventeen different states have
been reported in the last two
months. The staggering increase
in measles cases is due to an
ignorant movement of “antivaxxers,” parents who refuse to
vaccinate their children due to the
supposed health risks. Though the
1998 paper by Andrew Wakefield
connecting MMR to autism
cited by almost all anti-vaccine
spokespersons has since been
debunked (Wakefield lost his
medical license in 2010), distrust
of vaccines remains. But make

no mistake—the anti-vaccination
movement is not based in science,
but in the pervasive “hip” culture
of antiestablishment. Yes, liberal
values encourage questioning
the norm. However, an average
democrat does not ignore science
to do so. In white, wealthy areas,
anti-vaxxers do not vaccinate their
children for the same reason they
buy them organic plush toys and
Ugg booties—because it is trendy.
However, unlike their
sartorial choices for their
children, not vaccinating has
deadly consequences. Measles
is not the common cold. This
disease is highly infectious and
kills. Freedoms granted by the
constitution have a limit, and the

By Nicholas Cline
I cannot begin to tell you
how disgusted I became after
watching all of the atrocities being
committed in the Middle East,
with a president who was virtually
defending the acts of ISIS. After

all, who can forget his infamous
words at the Washington Prayer
Breakfast: “And lest we get on
our high horse and think this
is unique to some other place,
remember that during the
Crusades and the Inquisition,
people committed terrible
deeds in the name of Christ.” I
was beginning to fear that the
president himself might have been
an Islamic radical himself, giving
the terrorist organization volatile
ammunition to use against the
United States.

However, after months of
playing footsie with the barbarians
in the Middle East who have
been beheading fellow American
journalists, throwing gays off of
towers, burning pilots alive in
cages, and enslaving, torturing,
raping and murdering Iraqi
children, President Obama has
finally put his foot down and
declared a state of war against the
Islamic State. The president put it
simply—“ISIL is going to lose.”
President Obama’s proposal
stated that forces would be

authorized to fight against the
Islamic State for a period of three
years, unbounded by national
borders. The president made it
known that it would be difficult to
remove the terrorists, especially
in urban areas, cautioning, “Make
no mistake. This is a difficult
mission.”
Hopefully, Obama’s bite is as
big as his bark. If not, America is
facing the threat of an unstable,
radical organization with a chief
of state with no backbone.

anti-vaxxers have reached it. By
choosing not to vaccinate, antivaxxer parents not only gamble
with their children’s lives, but
the lives of infants too young to
receive the vaccine. An infant can
die when exposed to the measles
through a toddler whose parents
bragged about raising him allorganic to friends over locallyprocessed cheese and gluten-free
crackers.
Vaccination is not a political
issue. It is not a moral issue. It is
a health issue. It is an issue of life
and death. And mandatory school
vaccination laws can only be
protested so long before there are
no more children to attend them.
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Something
Funny?
By: Madeleine Kilimnik
The Saturday Night Live
fortieth anniversary TV special
premiered on February 15th. A
star-studded audience was present
as well as an A-list cast. There
were appearances by cast members
from the seventies, including
Steve Martin, the Blues Brothers,
and Bill Murray. Other famous
cast members included Tina Fey,
Amy Poehler, Jerry Seinfeld, Eddie
Murphy, and countless others.
Joke after joke was recounted and

several montages of past skits were
shared. Several artists performed
on the SNL special, including
Miley Cyrus, Paul McCartney,
Kanye West, Sia, and Vic Mensa.
The night began with Will
Farell hosting a Celebrity Jeopardy
game where Kate McKinnon
was dressed as Justin Beiber
and Jim Carrey was dressed as
Mathew McConaughey. Later,
“The Californians,” a comedic
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soap opera show, performed a
skit. After several of the skits,
Jerry Seinfeld decided to answer
questions from the audience.
Sarah Palin asked if she would win
the 2016 presidential election if
Donald Trump was her running
mate, but the audience was taken
with something else- it was
actually Sarah Palin, not Tina Fey
dressed as Sarah Palin.
Toward the end of the evening,
the top ten best things about
SNL were revealed with a spin
on Kanye’s habit of interrupting
presentations and giving praise
to Beyoncé. All in all, the show
was essentially a gathering of
comedians, actors, and comedians
dressed as actors to show the

audience that after forty years,
Lorne Michaels’ Saturday Night
Live is still going strong. From
Maya Rudolph dressed as
Beyoncé to Kristen Whig and
Fred Armisen doing their classic
skits and even to Seth Meyers
collaborating with Amy Poehler,
Tina Fey, and Mellissa McCarthy
on the weekend update — for SNL
fans, it was a night to remember.

BE A PART OF
THE ABINGTONIAN!
MEETINGS ARE THE FIRST
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“Better Call
Saul” Review

By Nick Ehly
Breaking Bad fans rejoice with
AMC’s newest show, Better Call
Saul. The show follows the life
of James McGill as he attempts
to set up the vast network he
has available in Breaking Bad.
The show starts off by showing
the audience Saul’s sad future,
immediately letting them know
that he will be an extremely
tragic character. Throughout
the first two episodes we see
familiar characters, such as Mike
Ehrmantraut and Tuco, with the
promise that more are sure to
come. Vince Gilligan, the creator
of both shows, risked Breaking
Bad’s entire reputation by making
a prequel, but Saul is sure to be
an instant hit, only expanding the
original show’s stellar reputation.
Saul differs from Breaking Bad
due to the fact that we know how
Saul ends up from the beginning.
This puts certain limits on what
can happen—for example, we
know that Saul cannot die. This
just makes Vince Gilligan’s
suspense built in the pilot all the
more admirable and talented.
The cinematography is similar
to Breaking Bad, except for the
fact that Saul is always pushing
against the edge of your television
screen, or cramped in a corner,
whereas Walter White was often
seen in vast open landscapes.
This demonstrates Saul’s internal
struggle throughout the show.
The parallels between the two
shows are also easy to spot: both
Saul and Walt begin as two downon-their-luck chumps. Similar to
how in Breaking Bad we saw the
rise and fall of Walter White, we
are sure to see the rise and fall of
Jimmy, soon to be Saul Goodman.
Better Call Saul is sure to be as
big a hit as Breaking Bad, and will
certainly unfold into a creative,
thrilling, and emotional series.
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Grammys
Review

By Emily Pitkow
The 57th annual Grammy
Awards were hosted by Rapper LL
Cool J on Sunday, February 8th.
This was the fourth time that he
hosted the award show and, in my
opinion, he did a mediocre job.
Personally, I thought the show
was quite boring, with just a few
exciting performances that . My
favorite performance was that of
Rihanna, Kanye West, and Paul
McCartney singing their new
song, “Four Five Seconds.” Sam
Smith collected with a notable
4 Grammys and performed
outstandingly as well. Just last
year, few people were familiarized
with this talented man, but he is
now one of the hottest singers.
Pharrell Williams, Hayley
Williams, Kendrick Lamar, and
Beyoncé were among the many
other talented artists to receive
Grammys.

“Beck needs to respect real
artistry and give his award to
Beyoncé,” Kanye West told an
entertainment reporter. We saw
this vitriolic side of Kanye in
2009 when he interrupted Taylor
Swift as she received her award;
he said he would “let her finish,
but Beyoncé had one of the best
videos of all time.” Everyone was
talking about these two incidents
and how Kanye seems to have no
self control. Kanye apologized
and said his statement came off
the wrong way. Now there is a
rumor that Kanye and Taylor
Swift are going to make a record
together. Overall, the award show
was definitely entertaining to
watch even if it was not the most
exciting year. Hopefully the 2016
Grammys will turn out even
better!
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A Cake That
Can’t be Beet
By Martha Grace Shultes
As its name suggests, this
delicious chocolate cake has a
secret and surprising ingredient.
As a late Valentine’s Day gift, try
making this sweet treat for that
special person in your life, and see
if they can guess what is in it.
First, preheat your oven to
350oF. Next, prepare your secret
ingredient: beets. That’s right the small, almost purple looking
vegetables that are sometimes
confused with turnips. Boil two
cups of beets for twenty minutes.
Then, drain away the water and let
the beets cool until you can handle
them without using a hot pad.
Peel and chop up your beets- size
does not matter too much, but you
should aim for the smaller side.
Finally, put your chopped beets
in a blender along with ½ cup of
applesauce. Set this mixture aside.
Next, put 1½ cups of sugar, ½
cup of oil, ½ cup of plain yogurt, 3
eggs, and 1 ½ teaspoons of vanilla
into a large mixing bowl. The
oil and eggs assure that the cake

will bake properly, the sugar and
vanilla add taste, and the yogurt
will make your cake thick and
rich. Beat all of your ingredients
together for about two minutes.
For the next to last step, it’s
time for the carbohydrates. You
will need 1½ cups flour, 1 cup
whole wheat flour, ½ cup baking
cocoa, 1½ teaspoons baking
soda, and ½ teaspoon salt. Mix
the dry ingredients in with your
batter, along with the beets
and applesauce. Don’t mix the
cake too much - just until it is
blended throughout. With several
ingredients already added to
make the cake thick, excessively
stirring it would make it too thick
to bake properly. Pour half of your
batter into a greased Bundt pan. If
you do not have a Bundt pan, an
ordinary 9”x13” pan will work.
For the final step, sprinkle
chocolate chips on top of the
batter in your pan until a thin
layer forms. You will need about
1 cup if you are using a Bundt
pan (perhaps a bit more with a
rectangular pan). Pour the rest of
your batter on top of the chocolate
chip layer. Bake the cake in the
preheated oven for 45-50 minutes.
This recipe should serve around
12-16 people. Enjoy!

Peace,Love, and Grammar

Obscure Rules that English Teachers Still Care About

Switching Seemingly Similar
Verbs
By Maggie Davis
Have you ever heard it said that
a celebrity was “laying low” for
a while? Most people would not
bat an eye at this common phrase,
but it contains one of the most
frequent misuses of grammar in
the English language. Technically,
in this context, the phrase
should be “lying low,” meaning
“remaining hidden” or “biding
one’s time.” The verbs “lay” and
“lie” look very similar and have
very similar meanings, confusing

countless speakers and writers.
The following is a simple guide to
the correct use of these and two
other pairs of mixed-up verbs:

LAY vs. LIE: “Lay” is a transitive
verb, a verb that acts upon a noun
or pronoun, as in the sentence
“Lay the heavy props down
carefully so that you won’t crush
Mr. Auh’s toe.” “Lie” is intransitive,
meaning that it has no object and
acts on its own, as in the sentence
“If you leave your instrument

By Orpha Alcin
The popular app known as
“Snapchat” has undergone a
variety of changes in the last
two years. The app first made its
debut as a way to send a friend,
colleague, or family member a
quick picture. With that, you were

able to screenshot the picture
and save it forever. The first
update allowed people to send
messages to their friends through
Snapchat, in addition to offering
longer video storage and new
colors. After undergoing several
other minor changes, Snapchat
released a more significant update,
enabling its users to view the three
“best friends” of everyone on their
contact list, a feature appreciated
lying on the floor, Mrs. Voigt
will bite your head off.” So you
wouldn’t “lay low” unless you were
knocking someone to the ground.
RISE vs. RAISE: The rise-raise
confusion is a bit less common,
but the problem pops up enough
to be addressed. “Raise” is the
transitive verb in this case, used in
sentences like, “Ms. Martinez will
not raise your grade to an A unless
you have truly earned it.” “Rise” is
intransitive, as in, “Many students
find it difficult to stay cheery in
the doldrums of winter when the
sun does not rise until everyone
is already drowsily seated in first
period.”
SET vs. SIT: In almost every
situation that you can dream
up, “set” will take an object in a
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by many. Snapchat also added the
“Story” feature, which allows you
to share a picture/video with your
entire contact list and see who
viewed or took a screenshot of
your Story.
However, these were minor
changes compared to the changes
that would be made in 2015. This
year, Snapchat put a significant
spin on things. The new update
eliminated the ability to view
Snapchat best friends, but added
an innovative idea: a feature called
“Discover.” Snapchat Discover
allows you to view Stories posted
by ordinary people during big
events around the world and the
top news stories from some of the
most popular news sources. Also,

a new feature called “Snapcash”
was added, which allows you
to send cash to your Snapchat
friends after entering your credit
card number. In addition, a newly
introduced feature allows you to
instantly add a friend on Snapchat
by taking a picture of his/her
screen. Snapchat is always keeping
us on our toes. I can’t wait to see
what exciting addition the app has
in store for its users in 2016!

sentence, such as, “You’ll probably
have an easier time stapling if you
set the stapler on the desk.” On the
other hand, “sit” remains purely
intransitive, as in “Because her
teacher’s textbook was still sitting
on her cart down the hall, Ms.
Boland sent a trembling student
off to retrieve it from Mr. Turner’s
classroom.”
Using these verbs correctly
will set you on the path to success
so that you can raise your hand
every time that your teacher sits
waiting for a bright student to lay
out the correct uses of transitive
and intransitive verbs. Rise to the
occasion, and you can lie assured
at night that you have mastered
these perplexingly similar verbs.
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MORE
SINGING
VALENTINES
Horoscope: Aquarius
If you had a fun time with your date at the Heart Hop, be on
the lookout -- it just might turn into something more. Grab
some friends and attend a basketball game: the Ghosts are on
fire and you are guaranteed to have a great time.

Horoscope: Pisces
Look out, Pisces! The mid-year slump is about to hit you, but
have no fear. If you tackle your assignments with diligence,
you will be student of the year.

SAT Word of the Month
CIRCUMSPECT (adj)

wary and unwilling to take risks, careful, cautious
Not wanting to ruin the surprise, John was circumspect in
answering questions about his weekend plans.

Food for Thought
By Nathaniel Davis
Consider how America celebrates Presidents’ Day. It holds massive
sales events. In the true American fashion, we honor the father of our
country and the freer of the slaves by making love to free enterprise. On
Memorial Day, we have more sales to “honor” those who died fighting
to protect each and every CEO’s right to turn a superfluous profit. On
Veterans’ Day, former soldiers are thanked with discounts on their new
washing machines.

The Abingtonian, 2014-2015
Published by: Abington Senior High School, Abington, PA
Editors-In-Chief:
Rebecca Kruger and Emma DenBleyker
News Editor:
Madeleine Kilimnik
Editorial Editor:
Ryan Grewal
Features Editor:
Brittany Levy
Sports Editor:
David Arroyo
Writers:
Orpha Alcin, Rachel Allen, Siana Barbosa, Dan Black, Nicholas Cline,
Maggie Davis, Nathaniel Davis, Nick Ehly, Dennis Phan, Emily Pitkow,
Rachel Rawdin, Sophia Ricciardi, Martha Grace Shultes
Faculty Advisors:
Mr. Bryan Quigley & Mr. Albert Saylor
Administration:
Mr. A. Berrios, Mr. R. McCuen,
Mr. E. Johnson, Mr. C. Fiorino

