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by Stephanie Waldstein

 What better way to bring out the holiday spirit than the 
annual Snowball dance? Th is year Snowball was a huge hit! DJ Frank 
Nitty kept the crowd of over 250 students on their feet all night, 
playing songs from today’s top hits to holiday favorites.

 At fi rst the students were hesitant to dance. Th e lights were 
still on, students were anticipating the results from the basketball 
game, and dinner was being served. But then it all changed. Lights 
went off , the girls’ basketball team won their game, stomachs were 
full, and it was time to dance! All three grades blended together, 
jumping to the beat and singing at the top of their lungs. Circles of 
dancing fi gures formed, joining together boys and girls, juniors and 
seniors, shy and outgoing, to create a one-of-a-kind dynamic on the 
dance fl oor.

 Student council outdid itself on decorations, entirely 
transforming the auditorium lobby. A beautiful “snowball” written 
in cursive lined the ceiling, complemented by holiday lights and 
snowfl akes with the attendees’ names.  But where did the main magic 
and color come from? Well, that would be the outfi ts. As tradition 
would have it, the festive holiday sweaters were phenomenal this 
year. While the boys may have gotten a little hot at times, the light-up 
decor embedded in their sweaters was defi nitely worth it. Th e beauty 
of the girls did not go unnoticed  either. Everyone looked stunning, 
especially Mr. Garry and Mr. Banks, rocking their tasteful Christmas-
movie-themed suit jackets.

 Last but not least are the food and drinks. Kids nibbled on 
warm chicken nuggets and mozzarella sticks to make up for the frigid 
air outside, and they bit into gooey cookies and cupcakes on the side. 
Aft er dancing so hard, they sure worked up an appetite!

 Overall, the dance was a huge success and proved itself once 
again to be an event to look forward to for years to come! Th ank you 
to student council, faculty, DJ Frank Nitty, and those students who 
attended for making this year’s Snowball all that it was!

Snowball Dance

A real article about
fake news

Top 10 Philly Movies President-Elect Trump’s

Appointments

Abington Chess
Preview

Team Tragically Lost in Crash
By Matt Federman

 On November 28th, a plane carrying 77 passengers crashed over the mountains close to Medellín, Colombia. Th e British Aerospace 146 
taking off  from Santa Cruz, Bolivia, was carrying 17 Brazilian soccer players and various staff  members from the Chapecoense soccer club on their 
way to the fi nal of the Copa Sudamericana. Th e fatal crash left  71 of the 77 passengers dead and the remaining six survivors badly injured. Th ree 
of the survivors were players, two were team staff , and one was a journalist following the team. Th e team represented the small Brazilian city of 
Chapecó in its fi rst visit to the fi nals in organization history. Th e quiet industrial city of Chapecó, home to about 210,000 residents, is relatively 
tight-knit; everyone in town is said to have known at least one person aboard that plane. 

 Th ere was an engine failure mid-fl ight, but the exact cause of the issue is unknown. 
Th e black boxes have been recently recovered and should provide investigators with 
more in-depth understanding of what went on in the cockpit at the time of the crash. It is 
known that there were electrical issues prior to the crash and some are worried that those 
issues might have prevented the black boxes from collecting accurate data. 

 Less than a decade ago, Chapecoense was a bottom-dweller in Brazilian club soccer 
and had a Cinderella story season leading up to the fi nals. In a sport riddled with 
corruption and scandals, Chapecoense stood out. Th ey were humble and modest, to the 
point where local businesses off ered to assist them with fi nancial issues. Th e town of 
Chapecó and the whole country of Brazil are left  mourning aft er the tragic loss of one of 
its prized clubs.
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Are you a part of a club 
that you’d like to tell the 

world about? 
Does your club have an 
event coming up? Or did 
it just do something that 

needs to be shared?

Let us know by e-mailing
pearllilydavis@gmail.com 
or pcvbjr@gmail.com !

by Maggie Davis

     The Marching Ghosts have just closed another successful season 
with their annual banquet on December 2nd. Their show, entitled 
“Unstoppable,” featured continuous music and tireless motion by this 
year’s drum majors, Sam Krauss and Sarah Joyce.

     Under Mr. DeTato’s leadership, the band showcased its hard 
work and talent at every Abington football game, but its greatest 
accomplishments were at its performances in competitions held at 
schools all around the region. Highlights include the Ghosts’ victory 
over the formidable Upper Darby marching band at Upper Moreland, 
the color guard’s and percussion’s exceptional scores in Allentown 
(breaking 96 points out of 100), and the entire band’s second-place 
finish at its last competition in Hershey, where it was also recognized as 
most improved.

     On October 29th, the Marching Ghosts took the field in exhibition 
at the end of their home show, Bands in the Boneyard. There, they 
recognized all of their senior members, who simultaneously celebrated 
and mourned the ends of their high school marching band careers.

     Yet the rest of the band still has a ways to go: already, the color guard 
and drumline are working on their indoor shows to last throughout the 
winter. Meanwhile, musicians from eighth to eleventh grades anticipate 
another exciting season next year, when current Captain of the Band 
Joe McLaughlin will step into Sam and Sarah’s shoes as Abington’s new 
drum major. 

     Keep your eyes and ears open; over the next few months, you’ll be 
sure to spot flags waving, hear drums beating, and, come August, see a 
new group of sweating musicians slogging through band camp toward 
one more unstoppable season.

Abington’s Unstoppable 
Marching Ghosts

Dr. Sichel to Retire
[FAKE NEWS ALERT]
by Colm Mahoney

If all you read was the title of this article, you would think 
that Dr. Amy Sichel, superintendent of Abington School District, was 
retiring, but this is not true. If you have been paying attention to the 
news since the election of Donald Trump, you have probably heard of 
a phenomenon called “fake news” and how it may have played a hand 
in helping Trump win the presidency. First, however, it is important 
to understand what fake news is. Fake news is not a singularly 
conservative phenomenon because it can appear on any part of the 
political spectrum: right-wing news sites like Breitbart and Infowars, 
left-wing satirical news sites like Satira Tribune, or political hoax news 
sites like Now8News.

Fake news is fake news because the websites and people that 
generate the “news” are driven by profit and internet clicks and are 
not bound to the same journalistic code of ethics or libel laws that 
established print/television media outlets have to uphold. Fake news 
is also more available on the internet, especially on sites like Facebook 
and Twitter, where viewers see only the title of a news article before 
they click, and not the actual source or writer of that information. 
Fake news is not limited to fringe websites either; even websites like 
the Washington Post and CNN can have articles by unofficial bloggers, 
some of whose pieces only pose as real stories.

Fake news has power because it often plays to people’s 
preconceived notions and beliefs, and it is designed to get an emotional 
response out of the reader rather than to simply state facts. Articles that 
were created to editorialize or lie and that are passed off as real news 
stories are powerful because they go through no real filtration process, 
and it’s easier than ever to read information and simply pass it along. 

Science shows that people have preconceived biases, which 
allow them to believe information that agrees with their beliefs even if 
there are facts that prove them wrong. “Pizzagate” is a perfect example 
of this. After reading fake news and internet message boards, Edgar M. 
Welch decided to take action by going armed to a Washington, D.C., 
pizza shop where a Democratic Party pedophile ring was rumored to 
be held. Even after the gunman was taken in by police, and he had seen 
that there was no pedophile ring, he still claimed to think that there was 
one that he had not found.

Fake news requires the readers to take a more critical approach 
to the information they see online. If you click a title or a story that you 
don’t know that much about, it might be a good idea to check up on 
it. Make sure the site or information is from a trusted source that uses 
neutral headlines. In an age where information is everywhere, good or 
bad, caution is necessary.
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By Dionna Dash
1. A new year with new possibilities
2. Getting holiday presents
3. Sparkling Christmas lights on houses
4. Watching The Nutcracker
5. Looking at the perfect, glistening, 

untouched snow
6. Building snowmen
7. Having snowball fights (but not on school 

grounds!)
8. Drinking hot chocolate by a fireplace
9. Going ice skating with friends
10. Winter break from school!

10 Things to Be Happy About 
in December & January

By Chris Van Buren

Macy’s on Manhattan’s 34th Street is no stranger to 
Christmastime controversy.  In 1947, as many have seen on TV holiday 
marathons, their Santa won a court case after proving himself the real 
Kris Kringle.

This holiday season, however, the shopping staple realized too 
late that its Santa is not whom they expected. Children were surprised 
after waiting in line to see a nineteenth-century Mexican dictator 
instead of a plump man dressed warmly in red. The mix-up, it seems, 
was that the mall’s invitation was accidentally sent to Santa Anna, not 
Santa Claus.  Indeed, the postal service that saved Mr. Kringle’s case in 
Miracle on 34th Street is not always so prudent.  In turn, children who 
went to Macy’s this year to see Santa woke up without the hover boards 
they wanted so dearly and instead found cheap Texas land claims under 
the tree.   
 One child, 6-year-old Jimmy, told us what it was like sitting 
on Santa Anna’s lap at the mall:  “It’s all a blur. He might have been 
speaking Spanish. I can’t recall much.”   
 We asked another child, 4-year-old Parker, what she 
remembered from her visit with Santa. “The Alamo,” she replied. 
 Macy’s leadership has since relieved Santa Anna of his duties. 
But upon leaving, the “Napoleon of the West,” who served 11 non-
consecutive presidential terms in his home country, vowed to return—
elected or not—next year.

Wrong Santa

By The Ghost Detective

 A long time ago in a galaxy far, far away…

Every time we read those words we know a galactic adventure 
awaits us because a Star Wars film is starting. Star Wars has been 
around for almost 40 years, its 40th anniversary being this May 
(the 25th). Because the latest movie, Rogue One, is coming out this 
December, I have decided to go back and tell the origin of Star Wars. 
 Once there was a young man who sought adventure, so he 
looked to the stars and saw The Adventures of Flash Gordon, a series 
of black-and-white science fiction films. This young man was none 
other than George Lucas, the creator of Star Wars. Lucas was inspired 
to create his own story after viewing Flash Gordon and other science 
fiction movies. It took two years to complete the Star Wars script, and 
after all his hard work, Lucas, a young, independent director, wanted 
to take it to the big screen. At first, his script was too long, but after 
condensing it greatly, Lucas began the struggle of finding a studio that 
would actually produce the movie. Luckily, 20th Century Fox was 
impressed with Lucas’ work on the film American Graffiti, and they 
agreed to let Lucas make his movie. 
 Lucas was far from done, though. He needed a production team 
in order to really make Star Wars into the phenomenon that it is. It 
took many skilled special effect technicians to invent new and exciting 
ways to film the fighter jets in the movies. It took great actors, like Alec 
Guinness (Obi-Wan Kenobi), to fully develop the characters.

With all that work, one of the greatest films of cinema was made, 
triggering a series of sequels, including The Empire Strikes Back and 
The Return of the Jedi. While Lucas did not direct the sequels, he did 
produce them, letting Irvin Kirschner and Richard Marquand take over 
the helm of directing. Lucas did return to direct the Star Wars trilogy 
of prequels. In 2012, Lucas sold the rights to Star Wars to Disney, who 
makes all the current Star Wars films, and I must say, I love the new 
films. It seems like the Star Wars franchise is now in great hands. That is 
it for this article, but may the force be with you always.

The History of Star Wars

MAKE YOUR VOICE HEARD! 

COME TO A MEETING IN ROOM 240
THE FIRST WEDNESDAY OF EVERY 

MONTH
OR E-MAIL US AT

pearllilydavis@gmail.com OR 
pcvbjr@gmail.com .
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By Jimmy Touey

As Philadelphia is the fifth most populated city in the country, it’s 
not hard to see why so many movies have taken place in the City of 
Brotherly Love over the years. This list will count down the best of 
them.

10. National Treasure (2004)

The city’s historical importance is highlighted in this Disney-produced 
adventure film. In the movie, Nicolas Cage’s character must travel 
to Philly for the purpose of decoding an important message on the 
Declaration of Independence at Independence Hall. While the city only 
appears in the movie’s second half, it reminds viewers of the importance 
the city plays in our nation’s history.

9. Invincible (2006)

Invincible was based on the true story of 1970s Eagles player Vince 
Papale, played by Mark Wahlberg in the movie. The movie goes through 
the struggles of average-joe-turned-NFL-player Papale as he goes from 
a bartender to the rigorous, punishing world of pro football alongside 
Eagles coach Dick Vermeil. This is definitely a must-see for any Philly 
sports fan.

8. The Philadelphia Story (1940)

Featuring an all-star cast of old-Hollywood cinema (including Cary 
Grant, Katharine Hepburn, and Jimmy Stewart), this film has gone 
down in history as one of the greatest romantic comedies of all time.

7. 12 Monkeys (1995)

Former Monty Python member Terry Gilliam orchestrates this gritty, 
post-apocalyptic tale that takes place in the ruins of Philly. It also 
features fantastic performances from A-list actors such as Bruce Willis 
and Brad Pitt. It’s a grim, bleak depiction of the future with enough 
charisma and twists to keep you on the edge of your seat.

6. Trading Places (1983)

This comedy is a prime showcase of comedic legends Eddie Murphy 
and Dan Aykroyd at the peaks of their careers. It’s a story of how a 
wealthy commodities broker (Aykroyd) and a homeless street hustler 
(Murphy) are forced to switch lives due to a bet of one dollar. Featuring 
a great comedic script and a smart set-up, this movie is recognized as 
one of the greatest comedies of the 1980s.

TOP 10 MOVIES 
THAT TAKE PLACE IN 
PHILADELPHIA

5. Silver Linings Playbook (2012)

This movie follows the story of young Philadelphian Pat Solitano 
(played by hometown actor Bradley Cooper) who suffers from bipolar 
disorder. Solitano meets a widowed young woman (Jennifer Lawrence) 
and together they are able to cope with each of their issues. The movie 
is able to balance comedy and drama seamlessly, as one scene is light-
hearted while the next is intense and emotional. The city plays a big role 
in the movie as one of the side-plots follows the Eagles’ 2008 season and 
how it directly affects the lives of the main characters.

4. Philadelphia (1993)

After being mostly known for his comedic roles, Tom Hanks 
established himself as a legitimate dramatic actor in this film. A truly 
groundbreaking motion picture, it was one of the first Hollywood 
productions to acknowledge the impact of HIV/AIDS, homosexuality, 
and homophobia. It is a well-weaved, impactful, emotional story about 
many of the issues that affect us on a national level.

3. Creed (2015)

This seventh installment of the Rocky franchise follows up-and-coming 
boxer Adonis “Donnie” Creed, son of legend Apollo Creed, as he 
attempts to make a name for himself with the guidance of legendary 
boxer Rocky Balboa. This movie revitalized the long-lasting sports 
series with a fantastic script, believable characters, and raw emotion. 
The acting in this movie is particularly fantastic with a great lead 
performance by Michael B. Jordan and an Oscar-nominated rendition 
from Sylvester Stallone. Anybody who loves the Rocky films, or anybody 
who loves movies in general, will be bound to love this epic sports 
movie.

2. The Sixth Sense (1999)

Philly-raised director M. Night Shyamalan has had a rough go in recent 
years with many of his movies becoming critical flops. However, his first 
major movie continues to bring fear and shock to audiences to this very 
day. With a great supernatural atmosphere, well-acted performances, 
and one of the greatest twists in movie history, this horror-thriller will 
forever be able to leave audiences stunned.

1. Rocky (1976)

A masterpiece. No work has been able to symbolize the fighting spirit of 
Philadelphia more than this simple rags-to-riches tale of an uneducated 
but kind-hearted boxer. With unforgettable characters like Rocky, 
Adrian, Paulie, Mickey, and Apollo, a script that can be both comedic 
and dramatic, and an undeniable charm, it’s hard to find anybody who 
truly hates this movie. Audiences fell in love with Rocky forty years ago, 
and the city continues to have a love affair with this movie. Its theme 
“Gonna Fly Now” has become the unofficial anthem for the city as it is 
played at nearly every Philly pro sports team game. Rocky left a legacy 
that has lasted for decades, and is my obvious pick for the greatest 
movie to take place in Philadelphia.
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Hey word puzzle lovers! Frustrated with life? Well, sit back, relax, and 
fi ll out a wordlink. You play by creating a chain of compound words 
from the fi rst word all the way to the last. Th e fi rst and second word 

link to make a compound word, like in this example: Guitar and string 
connect to make guitar string, string links with band to make string 

band, and band and camp link to form band camp. Some of the words 
even have letters fi lled in to help you out!

Th ink you solved the puzzle? Print your name at the bottom, cut out 
your completed wordlink, and drop it off  at the Wordlink box sitting 

on the Abingtonian box in the library. YOU WILL BE ENTERED 
INTO A DRAWING TO WIN A PRIZE! Winners will be announced 

on the aft ernoon announcements! Best of luck!

__ I __ H
D __ __ __
__ A C __
S __ __ __
__ __ G __

__ A __ G __ __ __ __
__ __ R R __ __ __

R __ __ __

NAME:____________________

WORDLINK
By Dionna Dash

Heard � is 
   Month

By Chris Van Buren

 Speeding is an unfortunate commonality of driving, especially highway driving. 
Try going the posted 55 miles per hour on a busy highway and expect frustration from the 
driver stuck behind you as cars in lanes next to you zoom by. Th ese simple observations oft en 
infl uence drivers to speed up and stick with the traffi  c, leaving the speed limit in the dust. 
 Roads would be safer for drivers, passengers, and pedestrians if traffi  c stuck to the 
posted limits. Drivers are oft en too caught up with life’s quotidian haste to travel the legal 
speed.  As individuals, drivers cannot hope to alter the fl ow of traffi   c as a whole. However, they 
can know the speed closest to the limit that will allow them to stick with the traffi  c.
 A simple equation, a quick mental calculation, gives an estimate of that speed in fair 
whether depending on the posted speed limit:
 y = x+||√(x)||
Not to fret—this equation is easier than it looks aft er explanation. Th e dependent variable y is 
the speed at which the traffi  c tends to travel. Th e independent variable x is the posted speed 
limit. Th e second part of the right side is the square root of the posted limit, rounded to the 
nearest integer (always rounding up). Find this mentally by getting the perfect square number 
nearest the posted limit. ||√(x)|| is the square root of that. Th us, the traffi  c speed equals the 
posted speed plus the next highest integer to the square root of the posted speed limit.
 Example 1: Th e posted speed limit is 30 miles per hour, so y = (30)+||√(36)|| = 30+6 = 
36. Th erefore, on a 30-mile-per-hour road, expect to go 36 miles per hour.
 Example 2: Th e posted speed limit is 65 miles per hour, so y = (65)+||√(81)|| = 65+9 = 
74. Th erefore, on a 65-mile-per-hour road, expect to go 74 miles per hour.
  Keep this quick mental math in mind, but as always, prioritize the safety of yourself 
and others.  Please obey the speed limit.

Math behind a Helpful Driving Tip

Ever heard your teacher say something that seemed 
odd or funny? This section is devoted to providing funny 

quotes that students have heard from teachers! 

If you overhear your teacher say something humorous, 
jot it down, and then let the Abingtonian editors know. 
You’ll see your teacher’s quote in next month’s issue!

“The punishment is just about to begin.”

- Mr. Kummer

“Gollum wants to know what that means.”

- Mr. Hunt on Shakespeare’s blank verse

“Today’s lesson was not meant to offend anyone but my 
sister-in-law.”

- Mrs. Bowles

“The struggle is so real; the struggle is so real.”

- Mr. Gillespie

“The fact that you’re saying it’s weird is weirder than this.”

-Mr. Kummer
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Point-Counterpoint

By CJ Petetti

While many pundits and establishment figures believed that 
Trump, as President-Elect, would appoint only extremely conservative 
figures, Trump’s nominations for United Nations ambassador, 
Secretary of Defense, and Chief of Staff show otherwise. One of the 
first announced positions – the Chief of Staff position — was filled by 
Republican National Committee chairman Reince Priebus. As the head 
of the RNC, Priebus has been incredibly successful in both capturing 
the Senate for Republicans as well as getting Trump elected. Throughout 
the election cycle, South Carolina Governor Nikki Haley was a harsh 
critic of Trump. Her nomination shows that Trump is willing to 
reconcile with some of his harshest critics. In addition, General James 
Mattis’s appointment to the position of Secretary of Defense is yet 
another sign of Trump’s willingness to consider the opinions of others. 
While Democrats may disagree with Mattis’s harsh approach to Iran, 
the former General’s open willingness to cooperate with allies in NATO 
and the Middle East should be confirmation that Trump will not take 
the feared path of isolationism during his presidency.

Still, many of Trump’s nominations have been heavily criticized. 
One of Trump’s most controversial nominations is Jeff Sessions for 
Attorney General. While Jeff Sessions is very tough and will actually 
defend and execute the laws established in this country, many people 
criticize Sessions as racist and xenophobic. However, as Attorney 
General of Alabama, Sessions assisted in filing multiple cases against 
school segregation. Additionally, the President-Elect has come under 
fire for appointing multiple generals to positions typically filled by 
civilians. However, their expertise and knowledge of foreign policy 
and potential national security threats will be essential in preserving 
American safety and influence.

While the majority of Trump’s other appointments were unfairly 
criticized by the mainstream media and establishment figures, the 
inclusion of Brietbart CEO Steve Bannon in his cabinet is rightfully 
controversial. Bannon has advocated for questionable positions 
on issues such as white supremacy. However, it is not difficult to 
understand Bannon’s appointment. As the head of Brietbart, Bannon 
was instrumental in Trump’s success and, as with all Presidents before 
him, Donald Trump will need to pacify both opponents and supporters 
in order to successfully govern the nation.

Trump’s proposed Secretary of Education, Betsy DeVos, has also 
received criticism for being an “outsider” to education and government 
office. However, DeVos has dedicated her life and work to education 

activism. She is an advocate for 
allowing parents more influence 
in the schooling of their children 
and scrapping Common Core. 
As Secretary of Education,it is 
likely that charter and private 
schools will receive more public 
funding and children will be 
less hindered from receiving 
a quality education based 
upon their zip codes. Yet, her 
proposals to cut funding for 
public education in America is 
worrying. While it is true that 
families should be given more 
influence in the education of 
their children as opposed to 
the federal government, public 
schools are necessary to preserve 
the social ladder so all children, 
no matter their income, will be 
able to better their lives. 

Cabinet Criticisms Are 
Unwarranted

By Kristen Sparhawk

As President-Elect, Donald Trump possesses the power to 
appoint nearly 4,000 government officials and shape the federal 
government. His cabinet is comprised of CEOs, ex-military leaders, 
and lobbyists. They range from a Secretary of Labor who opposes a 
reasonable minimum wage to a prospective Secretary of Energy who 
denies the reality of climate change. All are opponents of President 
Obama’s actions on expanding health care, climate control, and 
financial regulations.

The nominated Secretary of Defense, Gen. James Mattis, is a 
retired Marine general. While he is justifiably respected for his service, 
Mattis controversially stated that “it’s fun to shoot some people” while 
addressing service members in San Diego. He has also pledged to 
reinstate the torture technique of waterboarding. Steven Mnuchin, CEO 
of Dune Capital Management, is the nominated Treasury Secretary. He 
worked at Goldman Sachs for 17 years and pledges to make the largest 
tax cuts since the Reagan administration. Trump’s appointments show 
that his “populist” persona during the election was just that –a scam.

Trump’s Attorney General, Jeff Sessions, is a Senator from 
Alabama who has openly expressed racist remarks. Retired Lieutenant 
General Michael Flynn, the nominee for National Security Advisor, 
once compared Islam to cancer. He once said, “We are facing another 
‘ism,’ just like we faced Nazism and fascism and imperialism and 
communism. This is Islamism, it is a vicious cancer inside the body of 
1.7 billion people on this planet and it has to be excised.” Additionally, 
Chief Strategist Steve Bannon has been accused and charged with 
domestic abuse and openly advocated for white-supremacist positions 
on his website Brietbart.

The baggage within the Cabinet does not stop there. The 
Secretary of Education nominee, Betsy DeVos, has never actually been a 
teacher or worked in a school. In addition, neither she nor her children 
have experienced public education. However, she is a lobbyist and 
advocates for funding charter schools of public education. As someone 
who has never known the importance of free, equal education and 
who has a net worth of over one billion dollars, DeVos is extremely 
unqualified to head America’s public education system. 

While these nominations will still need Senate approval, the 
Republican majority in the Senate almost guarantees the appointments 
of these extreme conservative figures. As Missouri Senator Claire 
McCaskill once stated, the executive branch will be run by “the three 
‘G’s’: Goldman, generals, and gazillionaires.”

Goldman, Generals, 
and Gazillionaires
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Writers' Poll
From  Which  Ghosts  Chess  Player  are  you    most  

anticipating  a  big  season?
Jordan  Denish :   Andrew  Nolan

Matt  Federman:   Andrew  Nolan

Roni  Fishbein:    Dennis  Phan

Timmy  Gallagher:   Amin  Mojarad

Chris  Van  Buren:   Hunter  West 

Why Censorship is Not “Doubleplusgood”

By Alice Gao

 Th e day of May 17th, 1952 brought about an end to unabashedly 
racist policies of the American public education system. In a unanimous 
ruling, the Supreme Court ruled in favor of Brown in Brown vs. Board of 
Education of Topeka, striking down racial segregation nationwide. Th e 
desegregation of public schools occurred rapidly aft er the ruling, and to-
day, sixty two years later, most Americans consider segregation a thing of 
the past. Th at, however, is not the case.
 Of course, there is no more offi  cial state or district policy directly 
instituting segregation within school systems; that would be preposter-
ous by any and all standards. Yet a recent report by the Government Ac-
countability Offi  ce highlights the extreme degree to which racial segrega-
tion, albeit unoffi  cial, is ever present in the public education system. Th e 
report found that over 60% of schools with a majority of poor students 
were “racially segregated,” meaning that they were composed of over 75% 
of black or Latino students. Th ese impoverished schools were granted 
less funding from the government and off ered a substantially smaller va-
riety of courses, including those intended to prepare students for college. 
Even though there is no segregation in name, it still exists in practice. 
 Th ese conditions place impoverished minority students, who 
are already aff ected by institutionalized racism in other areas of society 
(i.e. Donald Trump), at an even greater disadvantage. Th e lack of equal 
opportunity provided for these students results in less people accessing 
higher education, better jobs, and climbing the social ladder. Instead of 
locking kids up in poor communities, our society should be focused on 
rehabilitating them. Education is a major aspect of that. As long as racial 
segregation—offi  cially sanctioned or not—continues to exist, the deck 
will forever be stacked against a great portion of young Americans. 

Segregation Still Hin-
ders Young Minorities

By Caeden Cloud 

Censorship is an unnecessary concept that can create terribly false security for our country and people. Th e idea behind censorship is 
to protect people from what they may not like to know about, but governments all around the world, including the US, have taken advantage of 
this and abused their power to hide government corruption and other negative things. Th ey believe the people should not hear about their shady 
aff airs, as a method for protecting themselves.

Th e Federal Communications Commission, or the FCC is responsible for regulating levels of censorship on various media outlets. Some 
may argue that the FCC goes too far, and  that they are treating companies and individuals for wrongdoings or blunders much too harshly. 
Th eir fi nes have unfortunately proven to be eff ective on keeping people’s mouths shut when on air. So when you›re watching TV, and the 
audio annoyingly cuts out, you can credit the FCC for not helping, but failing to protect the fi rst amendment rights of all people.
Th e trend in censorship is that it has been increasing. Even small local governments, for example schools, have felt the need to regulate what 
students can and cannot be shown. Firewalls on websites such as YouTube have proven to show no benefi t to students, and many teachers 
have voiced support in lift ing these restrictions, as such websites also contain many teachable resources, as opposed to distractions that hinder 
education.
Other countries have censorship at dangerously higher levels than America. China, for example, blocks many websites from public access. Th ey 
even have their own internet police who will fi nd violators of these unfair laws who will receive fi nes equal to 1800 US dollars, of course aft er 
unfair treatment in their criminal justice system. China has been known to be anything but good with human rights, and their unnecessarily  
high amounts of censorship show that to be evident.

 Censorship in countries such as China have shown to include large instances of self-censorship. Self-censorship is when someone 
purposely censors him or herself in some form of media, usually out of fear of the government. Th is is a direct violation of freedom of speech and 
expression and must be stopped. Speaking out and protesting is always an option, even though it may not seem allowed. We must persecute those 
who lie and manipulate the people, not the whistleblowers, such as Edward Snowden who expose them. Do not fall into the trap of believing 
that everything government says is the truth. Th e government is nowhere near perfect, so don’t let it tell you it doesn’t need fi xing. Th at change 
starts with your voice.
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By Timmy Gallagher

 Last year, the Abington Senior High Chess team was able to continue its dominance at the state and 
national level. Under the guidance of Coach Simmons, the team experienced success at the State Championships, 
with many players placing in the top ten of their respective divisions. This included current senior Dennis Phan, 
who placed first in his division. After that, the Ghosts moved onto the National Championships. In past years, 
the Ghosts have won various first place team and individual trophies at the national level, and the team hoped 
to continue this winning trend at last year’s National Championship. At the National Championship, the Ghosts 
succeeded in continuing their supremacy, led by current junior Amin Mojarad, who placed third in his division.

 This year, the team expectsto accomplish nothing less than last year. Their optimism is well warranted, 
as they have already had several impressive showings this season. For example, earlier this season the Ghosts 
went up against Lower Moreland, who hasn’t lost a league match since 2012, and came away with an impressive 
victory. This type of performance shows what the Abington Senior High Chess Team does best—win. However, 
Lower Moreland was just a league match, and the team is looking towards its real goal of having as many players 
as possible place at States and Nationals. As Amin Mojarad puts it, the chess team’s goal is to “be the best and 
make the name of Abington Chess known by all.” Hopefully the Chess Team can reach their goal and bring back 
a few more trophies in the process. 

By Jordan Denish and Mark Kilimnik

Signings and Trades:

Yoenis Cespedes: The Cuban outfielder re-signed with the New York 
Mets for a 4-year, $110 million dollar deal to become one of the 
highest paid outfielders in baseball.

Chris Sale: The Chicago White Sox traded away their ace to the 
Boston Red Sox for multiple prospects, including the MLB’s #1 
prospect Yoan Moncada.  

Adam Eaton: The White Sox also dealt their defensively gifted 
outfielder to the Washington Nationals for prospect Lucas 
Giolito.  The White Sox now have both the best hitting and the best 
pitching prospects in all of baseball.

Dexter Fowler: The reliable leadoff man of the World Series 
champions signed with the division rival Cardinals for $82.5 Million 
over 5 years.  

Aroldis Chapman: Chapman left the Chicago Cubs and returned 
to the New York Yankees on a 
5-year, $86 Million contract.  The 
Yankees were one of few teams 
willing to pay Chapman the 
money he wanted.

Kenly Jensen: After weighing 
offers from the Nationals and 
Miami Marlins, the 29-year-old 
closer resigned with the Los 
Angeles Dodgers.

Future Transactions:

Mark Trumbo: 2016’s home run 
leader is linked to the Rangers, 
Orioles, and Indians.

Edwin Encarnacion: The Indians 
and Blue Jays are in the mix for 
the first-baseman with the most 
home runs in baseball over past 5 years.

Jose Bautista: The power hitter has narrowed his options to the Blue 
Jays and Indians.

Early Power Rankings:

1. Chicago Cubs     2. Boston Red Sox     3. Washington Nationals   

4. Cleveland Indians   5. Los Angeles Dodgers

The Stove is Heating Up    Šibenik Chronicles

Chess Team Hopes for Another Winning Season

By Roni Fishbein

When you first look at Dario Śarič, it doesn’t necessarily click right 
away. Sure, he’s imposing at 6’10”, but at first glance, he doesn’t seem 
like someone who NBA execs have been drooling over since he was 
a lanky 14-year-old in his hometown of Šibenik, Croatia. Now 23 
games into his NBA career, Śarič has begun to find a role with the 
Sixers and is showcasing some of the potential that we saw in those 
Croatian YouTube videos over the past three years. 
 After watching Dario these past 23 games and in a handful 
of games during this past summer’s Olympics, I have come to be-
lieve that there is something special about him. What Dario lacks in 
athleticism, he makes up for in effort and character. What he lacks 
in post skills, he makes up for in precision from the perimeter. Dario 
Śarič is far from a perfect basketball player, but he will be a difference 
maker for the Sixers down the line. He is energetic, skilled, and not 
afraid of the limelight, as is evidenced by several of his late-game 
performances early in this 2016-17 campaign.
 Additionally, what many people forget about Śarič is that he 
is still just a rookie. At 22 years old, Dario is entitled to the same 
learning curve and struggles as the rest of his fellow rookie class. He 
is currently second in his class in both points and rebounds, behind 
only his frontcourt partner, Joel Embiid. Śarič also sits at second in 
NBA.com’s weekly NBA Rookie Ladder. He certainly doesn’t look 
like your average 
NBA stud with 
his cleft lip, devil-
may-care hair-
style, and relative-
ly unspectacular 
body, but Dario 
Śarič has “it.”
Joel Embiid and 
Ben Simmons 
will be the Sixers 
cornerstones for 
years to come, but 
Dario Śarič will 
be a great piece 
off of the bench 
for Brett Brown 
for this season 
and beyond.


