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By David Arroyo
     On February 27th, 2015, at the 
Liacouras Center, the Abington 
Ghost Boys Basketball team 
accomplished something they 
had not done in 29 years: win a 
District Championship. The path 
to the District title was no easy no, 
however. The season was full of 
exciting games, several of which 
were against Pennsbury, who the 
Ghosts defeated three times prior 
to the District playoffs (twice in 
the regular season and once to 
win the Suburban One League 
Championship). 
     To open District playoffs, the 
Ghosts played host to 27th ranked 
North Penn. This was no easy 
task however, as the game came 
down to the final shot, with the 
Ghosts pulling out the narrow 59-
58 victory. Next up was longtime 
rival Chester, who had ended the 
Ghost season in years prior in 
District and State playoffs. That 
would not be the case this time 
around in the graveyard. Chester 
would fall 55-47 in OT to Ghosts, 
led by Seniors Matt Penecale (17p, 
8a) and Amir Hinton (19p), as 
well as the go-ahead three in OT 
from Freshman Robbie Heath 
(9p). After an exciting game at 
home, the Ghosts would travel 
to Pennridge for the District I 
Quarterfinals. 
     Pennridge would prove to be 
a valiant opponent, going down 
big, battling back, only to have the 
Ghosts put them to rest in a 58-
49 final. Free throw shooting was 
the key to the game, as the Ghosts 

District 
Champs

were 21-for-23 from the charity 
stripe, including Amir Hinton 
going 10-for-10 in the 4th Quarter. 
On the other end, Pennridge was 
a dismal 4-for-16. Once again 
the Ghosts were led in scoring 
and leadership by Penecale (21p) 
and Hinton (22p). This victory 
took the team to the Liacouras 
Center to face a familiar foe on the 
season: the Pennsbury Falcons. 
     The Abington Galloping 
Ghosts and the Pennsbury Falcons 
had already met three times 
prior to this meeting, with the 
Ghosts winning all of them. But 
Pennsbury was still no slouch 
of an opponent, and the Ghosts 
prepared as if they were 0-3 
against Pennsbury. And to start 
the game, it showed with Amir 
Hinton coming out on a tear 
and giving the Ghosts a 12 point 
lead to enter the lockers at half. 
However, Pennsbury went on a 
tear to start the third, fueled by 16 
points from Senior Derrick Woods 
16 points in the quarter and in 
total outscoring the Ghosts 24-to-
7 in the quarter. All would have 
thought that momentum had gone 
to Pennsbury and all hope would 
be lost; that was not the case. 
Lead by Amir Hinton, the Ghosts 
outscored Pennsbury 20-to-6 in 
the 4th to win the game 49-40, the 
fourth victory over the Falcons 
this season. Amir had 25 points, 
but what cannot be forgotten is 
Matt Penecale’s play on defense. 
Penecale held guard Cameron 
Jones, who had 25 points the 
game before, to just 9 in this 
contest. This game sent Abington 
to the District Finals for the first 
time since 1986, against a strong 
Plymouth-Whitemarsh squad.

By Ryan Grewal 
     On March 17, Israeli voters 
defied commentators and polls 
by electing the Likud party of 
Benjamin Netanyahu to a clear 
victory. Many believed that 
a center-left coalition called 
the Zionist Camp, led by Isaac 
Herzog, would usurp Likud in the 
Israeli Knesset, but incumbent 
Prime Minister Netanyahu 
secured thirty seats to Herzog’s 
twenty-four. In doing so, however, 
Netanyahu alienated many within 
in his nation and around the 
world by capitalizing on fear and 
racist thought. 
     Netanyahu, a Cheltenham 
High School graduate, recently 
plastered his face on American 
political media due to his heavily 
publicized address to Congress 
about President Obama’s nuclear 
negotiations with Iran. In the 
media, the focus turned, not to 
the important issue of Middle East 
nuclear proliferation, but rather 
the flagrant flouting of diplomatic 
protocol in the arrangement of the 
address. Instead of the standard 
procedure of the President 
inviting a foreign head of state to 
the country, Netanyahu’s speech 
came about through Speaker 
of the House John Boehner, 
polarizing the formerly bipartisan 
issue of Israel. 
     On the day of the election, 
Netanyahu spewed anti-
Palestinian rhetoric with a racist 
warning to supporters that “Arab 
voters are coming out in droves 
to the polls.” No American 
Presidential candidate would 
ever use such blatant fear 

Israel in 
Crisis

mongering. If Netanyahu wishes 
to maintain the credibility of his 
government, he cannot continue 
to shamelessly disenfranchise 
Arabs living in Israel. Yet it is not 
the Arabs living in Israel who 
should be most concerned with 
the Likud victory, but rather 
the Arabs living just outside of 
Israel. Netanyahu, in an effort 
to shore up support within his 
right-flank, promised to never 
allow the Palestinian people 
sovereignty in creating their 
own state, condemning the 
diplomatic process that the United 
Nations, Palestinian Liberation 
Organization, and United States 
government all believe to be the 
only method of attaining lasting 
and equitable peace in the Jordan 
Valley.
     Palestinians themselves have 
grown weary of decades of 
negotiating with little to show for 
it. Israelis continue to encroach 
on the territory of the West Bank 
in the building of thousands of 
acres of illegal settlements, which 
Netanyahu’s IDF protects from 
the Palestinians who simply wish 
to live their lives on their land. 
Many disgruntled Palestinians 
have abandoned hope for peace, 
turning instead to the terrorist 
organization Hamas, which only 
gains support from Netanyahu’s 
rhetoric. 
     Following this change 
in position from the Israeli 
government, the American 
government must act to protect 
the Palestinian people whom 
Netanyahu have turned into 
a political punching bag. The 
United States must stop fully                       
supporting a regime that does 
not stand for all of its people and 
continues to trample on both 
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South Pacific

Read about our 1,000 
point scorers

Bake a yummy St. 
Patrick’s Day treat

Students sound off 
on racial tensions
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By Lily Sall
     South Pacific was recently 
presented by Abington Senior 
High’s theater department.  
All in all, Ms. Caiazzo and 
Mr. Myers led the cast to a 
wonderful performance.  The 
four performances drew large 
crowds, and the stage time went 
well for all performers.  However, 
the best part for the cast was not 
necessarily the performances, but 
the new “family” that was formed 
in the theater department.       

Thoughts on 
the musical, 
South Pacific

By Dennis Phan 
     The Chess team has been 
training long and hard to achieve 
the success they have had thus 
far. The Abington chess team 
made it through their chess league 
matches from the preseason to 
their final match with Lower 
Moreland. It has been a daunting 
task trying to make it to the finals. 
However, there was also another 
big event for the chess team on the 
horizon.  
     Two words have been on the 
minds of the chess players since 
the beginning of chess tryouts: 
States and Nationals. There is a 
state tournament that the chess 
team attends every year in March. 
This year, States had been moved 
from Carlisle to Lancaster. The 
tournament is split into several 
parts but the chess team usually 
plays in two divisions: the u1300 

Abington’s 
Chess Team 
Goes to 
States

By Nicholas Cline
     From March 6th to March 
9th, the cast, crew, and orchestra 
involved in the school musical 
went all out to deliver a wonderful 
rendition of Rodgers and 
Hammerstein’s classic, South 
Pacific. 
     My grandfather and I attended 
and were pleased by the very 
reasonable prices, being that he 
received a veteran’s discount and 
I am obviously a student. When 
we walked into our school’s ample 
auditorium, we were greeted by 
a very cheerful and polite usher 
at the door who handed us a 
program. We took our seats and 
awaited the start of the show.
     When the lights dimmed, 
the pit’s many strings and 
horns rang out and began to 
play an accompaniment to the 
introduction video piece, which 
I thought was all extremely well-

South Pacific 
Enchants 
and Amazes 
Audiences 
(despite the weather!)

executed.  
     The beginning of the first scene 
was marvelous. When two little 
ones began singing “Dites-Moi,” 
I am certain that there wasn’t one 
heart in-house that was not won 
over. It was only an inkling of the 
real treat that was to come. 
     We attended the Saturday 
evening show featuring leads 
Nikki Williams, Patrick Zanetti, 
Brendan Connors, Casey Mellon, 
Emma Vollmer, and Kyle Sukley. 
At the parts that were comical, 
I was in stitches. Casey and 
Kyle really hammed it up with 
their side splitting takes on the 
characters of Bloody Mary and 
Luther Billis. Vocal talent and 
the ability to portray the show’s 
characters were exceptional. 
     Highlights of the show included 
my personal favorite “Bali Ha’i”, 
sung by various characters in 
the show, showcasing the vocal 
talent of many. I also enjoyed the 
aesthetically pleasing charm of the 
show, the side-splitting “Honey 
Bun”, featuring Billis in drag, 
and of course the heartwarming 
ending which wrapped up the very 
satisfying production nicely.
     Our school’s many talented 
actors and actresses were brought 
into the limelight once again and 
did not fail to please. Bravo! And 
here’s to many, many more to 
come!

     Having a group of peers 
that are quirky, engaging, and 
encouraging makes the show 
fun to perform, even while 
watching other scenes from the 
wings.  After rehearsal each day, 
we cheered our friends on after 
they received “the gold star for 
the day” from Ms. Caiazzo. No 
one pointed fingers or laughed 
when someone sang the wrong 
note, or repeated the wrong line; 
the play was a creative ensemble 
of showmanship. The success of 
the show was not just seen on 
stage or when the audience was 
clapping during the bows; it was 
noticeable backstage with the 
familiar, friendly faces, the smiles 
and greetings in the hallways, and 
the tears.

and u1000 (1300 and 1000 
corresponds to the ranking system 
of chess players). The chess team 
has won the u1000 twice in the 
past and has once again won the 
u1000 this year.  

     For the first time in Abington 
chess history, the chess team won 
the u1300 division, an extremely 
exhilarating feat. Andrew Nolan, 
Timmy Ferry, Brian Ouzomgi, 
and Dennis Phan helped win 

the u1000 team 
trophy while Sasha 
Serebriiskii, Nat 
Cheng, Robby 
Durham, Andy 
Tran, and Aajay 
Gauthier helped 
win the u1300 team 
trophy. Nolan and 
Ouzomgi tied for 
first in the u1000 
while Robby 
Durham was State 
champion for the 
u1300. Robby won 
every one of his five 
matches. 
     The Nationals 
tournament will 
be taking place in 
Columbus, Ohio 
this year. It is 
split into sections 
like States. The 
Abington Chess 
Team will play in 
the u1200 division. 
The Abington team 
has not won there 

since 2012, but hopes to change 
that this year. The chess team is 
now looking forward to Nationals 
in April. Good luck!
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By Stephanie Waldstein  
     This year’s Soph Hop was 
an absolute blast! Unique to 
this year’s dance was the Great 
Gatsby theme.  On Saturday 
night, March 21st, girls and boys 
dressed up in their finest roaring 
twenties attire to attend the 
school dance. The beautiful décor 
of skyline posters and lights 
hanging on the walls of the gym 
set the mood for night as lovely 
as one spent at Gatsby’s mansion. 
Kids entered clandestinely 
through gold streamers, evoking 
the fun upbeat nature of a speak-
easy.  
     With Frankie Criniti DJ-ing 
all night, kids could not leave the 

Gatsby Soph 
Hop is Fun 
for All

By Orpha Alcin
     This 
year, many 
Abington 
students 
and locals 
decided to 
trek down to 
Philadelphia 
to enjoy 
the Saint 
Patrick’s 
Day Parade, 
dedicated to 
the culture 
of the Irish. 
How did 
this yearly 
holiday 
celebration 
begin, you 
may ask? 
The tradition 
began in the early seventeenth 
century. Initially it consisted of 
a feast held every March 17th in 
remembrance of the death of 
Saint Patrick. It began after Saint 
Patrick came to Ireland to preach 
Christianity to the citizens of 
the country. He traveled around 
teaching the Holy Trinity by using 
a three-leafed Shamrock. The 
holiday is always observed by the 
Catholic Church, the Anglican 

Walk for 
Water
By Ryan Grewal 
     On the morning of Saturday 
March 21st, World Water Day, 
almost a hundred eager walkers 
arrived at Alverthorpe Park 
in Jenkintown to support the 
Abington chapter of H2O For 
Life. The Walk for Water sought 
to raise money for funding clean 
water at the H2O club’s sister 
school in India, as well as to 
inform the community about 
important issues pertaining to 
water here in Abington and around 
the world. The walk simulates the 
experience of  people throughout 
the world, almost all of whom 
are young girls, who have to 
walk miles to fetch water for 
their families and communities. 
These girls are forced to forgo 
an education in order to ensure 
their family’s survival, thus 
perpetuating the gap between men 
and women in these countries.  

     While enjoying a stroll through 
the park, walkers could learn 
about this hardship by attempting 
to carry a five gallon jerry can 
of water, which weighs over 
forty pounds! Walkers could also 
learn the effects of littering in the 
watershed from student members 
of H2O who set up a model of a 
riparian buffer. Other informative 
attractions included a comparison 
of the volume of liquid urinated 
to the volume of clean water used 
to dispose of it. During the event, 
students dressed up as water-
borne illnesses would pop up and 
frighten and inform participants 
with information about the 
diseases faced by inhabitants of 
countries without proper water 
sanitation systems. While the 
walk was hampered by less-than-
ideal weather conditions, it was 
a success in the efforts to inform 
and engage the community in a 
dialogue about the problems that 
face those who do not have the 
same access to clean drinking 
water which we take for granted 
here in Abington. 

Another Fun
St. Patrick’s 
Day in 
Philadelphia

Communion, especially the 
Church of Ireland, the Eastern 
Orthodox Church, and the 
Lutheran Church. 
     On this day, people 
traditionally would abstain from 
drinking alcohol, wear  the color 
green, and dress in shamrocks. 
The phrase “wearing of the 
green” started from a song with 
the same title, which came from 
United Irishmen supporters after 

being persecuted for wearing 
green.  People wore green on St. 
Patrick’s Day to commemorate 
the Irishmen.  St. Patrick’s Day is 
a public holiday in Ireland and is 
celebrated in many other countries 
around the world such as Great 
Britain, Canada, Australia, and 
America. Next year, even if you 
are not Irish, why not take a 
journey down to Philadelphia to 
check out the parade and embrace 
all that Irish culture has to offer. 

dance floor. He played all the best 
music, from the 90’s classics to 
today’s top hits, and found songs 
for everyone to sing along to. In 
the case that someone’s feet were 

too tired from all the dancing, 
there was a fabulous array of 
desserts and refreshments to 
partake in while taking a breather. 
Besides the delicious pizza and 

soft pretzels that were provided, 
many kids brought in homemade 
decorated desserts. The night 
was a perfect way to dance with 
friends and have a ton of fun!
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By Dan Black
     This basketball season has 
been memorable for both the 
boys’ and girls’ basketball teams. 
Both teams made it to the District 
One Finals. While the girls lost 
a hard fought game to Central 
Bucks West, the boys clobbered 
Plymouth Whitemarsh to take 
home the crown. Despite great 
performances from all team 
members, three players stood out 
among the rest: Amir Hinton, 
Matt Penecale, and Deja Rawles. 
All three seniors managed to score 
1,000 points throughout their 
high school careers, a feat that 
has not been achieved in the past 
thirty years of Abington basketball 
history. 
     Amir managed to do it on the 
night the Ghosts won the District 
One championship. When asked 
about the momentous event, 
Amir just said, “[It’s] very special.” 
Fellow teammate Matt Penecale 
managed to score his 1,000th 
point earlier in the season against 
Harry S. Truman. Penecale, who 

Three Seniors 
Leave 1,000 
Point 
Legacies

By Rachel Rawdin
     Girls’ basketball is over, leaving 
a season to be remembered. The 
Lady Ghosts battled all the way 
to the District 1-AAAA finals at 
Temple. Suffering a loss tough 
loss to CB West, the team was 
still honored with second place 
medals. The post-season then 
continued with a great run at the 
state PIAA-AAAA championship. 
The Ghosts blew past Red Lion in 
an amazing first round 67-46 win. 
It was a much closer game when 

the Ghosts faced Mechanicsburg 
in the quarter-finals, but once 
again they triumphed 35-31. It 
was last year’s state champions 
that finally brought the Lady 
Ghosts’ season to an end, when 
Abington lost the semi-final game 
to Cumberland Valley, 46-42. 
Cumberland continued on to win 
the states for the second year in a 
row.
     All in all, the Ghosts had an 
amazing season and postseason. 
Unfortunately, the Ghostwill be 
losing seniors Bre Bermel, Gabbie 
Nolan, and D1-bound Deja Rawls, 
who has committed to play at 
Siena next season. However, many 
strong players will be back next 
year. We look forward to what 
the team will bring in the future!  
Great job, Lady Ghosts!

Girl’s Ball 
Reaches Semi 
Finals

is a four-year varsity starter and 
team captain, became a vital cog 
along with Hinton as a one-two 
punch scoring combination. Both 
players were the team’s leading 
scorers, making it easier for both 
to hit the 1,000 point mark. Matt 
spoke on the matter of his 1,000th 
point, stating, “I was trying to get 
it when I came in. Our assistant 
coach always talks about the guys 
in the 70s that got it, so it’ll be 
cool to have my name up next to 
them.” Alongside Amir and Matt 
is Lady Ghost’s star Deja Rawles. 
Deja hit the 1,000 point mark 
last season and has not stopped 
scoring since. She was the team’s 
leader both on and off the court 
this season, always encouraging 
her teammates to do more and 
work harder, like any great leader 
should. When Deja hit the 1,000 
point mark during a playoff game 
against West Chester Rustin, she 
explained, “That was my goal.”  
Despite reaching 1,000, Rawles 
was always hungry for more and 
wanted to break the all-time 
scoring record. Deja will take her 
skills to Siena next year and play 
Division 1 basketball. In total, the 
past few years have been great 
for all three players in their own 
ways and have made not only their 
teams proud, but their school and 
the Abington community as a 
whole. Congratulations on 1,000 
to Matt, Deja, and Amir.

School Board 
Commends
Grasty for 
100 Wins

     The following article is 
excerpted from Mr. Berrios’ letter 
to the school community: 
     “During March’s school board 
meeting, I had the distinct 
pleasure to present Mr. Charles 
Grasty with a board honor.  Coach 
Grasty – an Abington alum: Class 
of 1990 – was a standout player 
while he was a student, earning a 
First Team Suburban One All-
League selection. In a November 
2012 interview with a Suburban 
One League reporter, Coach 
Grasty shared that his connection 
with our basketball program 
began in the early 1970’s when his 
Dad brought him to a game at just 
two weeks old.  He revealed that 
he remembers coming to the 
games as a young boy, and how 
those players were his heroes.  His 
outstanding collegiate athletic 

career was recently recognized as 
Coach Grasty was selected as a 
member of Rowan University’s 
All-Time team, an honor which 
spans four decades of the 
University’s basketball program.    
     For the last five seasons, Coach 
Grasty has 
been the head 
basketball 
coach for 
Abington.  
The stability 
and success of 
the basketball 
team has 
provided 
many 
opportunities 
for our 
student-
athletes.  
Under Coach 
Grasty’s 
tutelage, 
several 
Abington 
student-
athletes have 
earned scholarships.  Also a high 
school business education teacher, 
Coach Grasty instills hard work 
and accountability in his students 

and team.  Abington Senior High 
School and Coach Grasty look 
forward to continued success in 
the classroom and on the court. 
     The Abington Boys Basketball 
team began the season with the 
mantra, “Why not us?” The 

coaching staff challenged our 
young athletes to consider the 
question, and with their “can do” 
attitude, they set their sights on a 
number of team and individual 

goals. Although their season 
ended on Saturday with a loss in 
the first round of the PIAA Class 
AAAA playoffs, falling to JP 
McCaskey, 71-66, it is clear that 
they believed that this would be a 
historic season for our program. 
They finished the season with a 
26-4 record that was highlighted 
by a 19 game winning streak as the 
Ghosts won the Suburban One 
League National Conference; their 
third repeated championship 
season, winning the National 
Conference in 2013, 2014 and this 
year, they won the inaugural 
Suburban One League 
tournament, and, of course, the 
District 1 Class AAAA 
championship which has not been 
won since 1986.  Other milestones 
of the season include Coach 
Grasty winning his 100th career 
game and seniors Matt Penecale 
and Amir Hinton scoring over 
1,000 points in their careers, 
earning them both spots on the 
Top Ten Points Scorers in 
Abington History list. 
     Congratulations to the team, 
student managers, and coaching 
staff on their excellent 
accomplishments.”
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By Emma DenBleyker
     On Sunday, March 8th, a video 
went viral online showcasing a bus 
of Oklahoma University fraternity 
students gleefully singing a racist 
chant about how their fraternity 
chapter would “hang [a black 
person] from a tree” before they 
would ever let 
them “sign with 
me,” concluding 
the song 
with “there 
will never be 
a [n-word] 
in SAE.” 
The two students leading the 
chant, freshman Parker Rice 
and sophomore Levi Pettit, 
were identified soon after. The 
president of the university took 
swift action; he attended a rally 
on campus, expelled the two boys, 
and ordered the school’s chapter 
of the national SAE fraternity to 
be closed. 
     As the threats and volatile 
messages began to pile up towards 
Rice and Pettit, they issued 
statements – or, rather, their 
parents did it for them. Pettit’s 
parents even created a website 
called “Friends & Family of Levi 
Pettit,” a place for loved ones to 
offer support to Levi during this 
“difficult time.” In his parents’ 
statement, they claimed that 
“[they] know [Levi’s] heart, and 
he is not a racist.” Because – 
you know – non-racist people 
definitely lead chants claiming 
that they would literally rather see 
black people die before being a 
part of their privileged, ignorant 
boys club. 
     Many were quick to label 
the incident as an isolated 
event, misrepresentative of the 
attitudes of the SAE fraternity and 
Oklahoma University students in 
general. This sparked the national 
social media trend “#NotJustSAE,” 
in which people shared countless 
stories of racism, specifically in 
an educational setting. Blackface 
parties and cultural appropriation 
are still rampant trends on college 
campuses all across the country, 
and many Twitter users shared 
pictures of students with their 
bodies and faces painted black, 
wearing dreads, and indulging 
in myriad racial stereotypes for 
themed parties. 

     What is particularly scary 
about this event is the stark 
reminder it provides to the young 
people that will be the future of 
this country. What if a student had 
never picked up his phone and 
recorded Pettit and Rice chanting 
the song? Either one could have 
gone on to possibly be police 
officers, government leaders, or be 
in any other position of power and 
influence in which their biases and 
beliefs could have leaked into the 
way they conducted themselves 
in their jobs and directly affected 
the lives of black people. After all, 
one of the motivators for young 
men and women to participate in 

fraternity life 
is that it often 
provides them 
with access to 
a brotherhood 
or sisterhood 
of connections 
that may land 

them prestigious 
positions later in life. What about 
the other young men on that bus 
who were not penalized, or the 
students spewing similar racial 
venom all over the country who 
do not have a camera in front of 
their faces? These young racists 
will grow up and be the same ones 
who swear there is no bias in the 
people they protect or the issues 
they fight for, and the ugly cycle 
will continue. 
     The problem here is that the 
people in power at these schools 
could not actually care less 
about racism—what they care 
about is their image. Why were 
only two boys expelled from 
Oklahoma University, when 
the video clearly showed many 
other students participating in 
the chant? Why do these leaders 
only take a stand when their 
university’s image is threatened, 
instead of taking action to foster 
a campus community of diversity 
and inclusion before something 
like this occurs? And – here is 
an easy one – why did the boys 
only “apologize” after the video 
went viral, they began to receive 
threats, and they were expelled 
from their schools? To create 
substantial change, we need 
people in power – at our schools, 
in our government, and beyond 
– to recognize the prevalence of a 
deep racial divide in our country. 
Then, we need them to care deeply 
enough about those issues to 
take action against them, speak 
against those who ignore racial 
issues in our country, and raise 
a generation of youth who will 
defiantly raise their voices on the 
bus and stand up to people like 
Parker Rice and Levi Pettit.

Covering 
Bulletholes 
With Band-
Aids

By Josh Gardner
     The protests in Ferguson, 
Missouri have captured the 
attention of American and 
international media alike. Over 
seven months after the shooting 
death of eighteen year old Michael 
Brown at the hands of a Ferguson 
police officer, the incident remains 
at the center of public controversy. 
Both Missouri courts and the 
Department of Justice have ruled 
that officer Darren Wilson had 
legitimate reason to fear for his 
life during his encounter with the 
Michael Brown.  The fact that it 
has held the public’s attention for 
so long serves as a testament to 
its significance. Regardless of the 
legal culpability of Officer Wilson, 
the events in Ferguson have 
brought attention to the presence 
of extreme inequities in the South 
and throughout much of 
the United States.
     Police brutality 
against unarmed 
African-American men 
is unfortunately too 
common in many cities 
in the United States. 
Throughout the country, 
lethal force is unjustly 
used against individuals 
who have committed 
minor crimes and have 
done nothing to merit 
such extreme responses 
from law enforcement. 
The consistent pattern of 
discrimination against African-
Americans has desensitized the 
population to the mistreatment of 
blacks and has created a cultural 
and economic divide between 
African-American and Caucasian 
populations. This divide lends 
itself to a cyclical process wherein, 
if left alone by policymakers, the 
gap will continue to grow with 
time.
     The Department of Justice 
investigation into the Ferguson 
Police Department revealed, “a 
pattern or practice of unlawful 
conduct within the Ferguson 
Police Department that violates 
the First, Fourth, and Fourteenth 
Amendments to the United 
States Constitution, and federal 
statutory law.” Although the 
Department of Justice has 
exonerated Darren Wilson, it is 

clear that the Ferguson Police 
Department has engaged in a 
consistently abusive and parasitic 
symbiosis with the African-
American community. The police 
department, acting under the 
direction of city officials, engaged 
in deliberate discrimination 
against low-income and African-
American populations to generate 
revenue through the unjust and 
excessive fining of innocent 
citizens.  By artificially inflating 
the crime rates in the African-
American community and by 
fining community members 
who are already in a situation of 
economic strain, law enforcement 
and city officials created the 
appearance of inflated criminality 
throughout the black community. 
Unfortunately, this false stereotype 
is often promulgated by the 
media, not only in Ferguson, 
but also throughout America. 
These images lend themselves 
to promoting racism and 
demoralizing the African-
American population. In the 
process, criminal behaviors 
become expected both by 
members of the African-American 
community and by outside 
observers.  

     In the 1960s and 70s, 
following the introduction of civil 
rights legislation, the African-
American community enjoyed a 
substantial period of economic 
growth and decreased crime 
rates to the point where white 
and black communities were 
statistically converging by most 
key indicators.  This upward 
trend appears to have been 
stopped by the deliberate actions 
of policy makers in the 1980s. 
Similarly, the deliberate actions 
of policy makers in Ferguson and 
across the country have created 
an environment conducive to 
discrimination that incentivizes 
the systematic abuse of minority 
populations for the purpose of 
benefiting the socioeconomic and 
sociopolitical elite.

Ferguson 
Controversy 
is Only the 
Beginning
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By David Arroyo
     As a Maryland-based rapper 
who grew up with cocaine-
addicted and alcoholic parents 
and a brother who sold cocaine 
to both the public and his own 
father, Logic did not have the ideal 
childhood. Additionally, Logic 
(birth name Sir Robert Bryson 
Hall II) did not graduate high 
school and was a self-proclaimed 
pothead when he was younger. 
However, after a relationship of his 
ended in 2009, he decided to take 
his excellence in English (the only 

class he claimed to have passed 
in high school) and turn it into 
music, producing his first mixtape 
in 2009. Music gave Logic the one 
thing he had never experienced 
in a relationship: a return on his 
investment. 
     Now, six years later, Logic’s  
four mixtapes are wildly popular, 
and the street-savvy rapper has 
used their success to debut a 
full studio album titled Under 

By Sophia Ricciardi
      For cinema fans everywhere, 
February 22nd was a huge star-
studded night – the Academy 
Awards. Also known as the 
Oscars, the Academy Awards 
are the biggest night in the film 
industry, as stars, producers, and 
fans alike watch with bated breath 
to see which of the nominees will 
take home the glimmering golden 
statuettes. 
     As with every year, the evening 
began with a paparazzi blitz. Stars 
showed off their fabulous gowns 
and tuxes, took many photos, and 
answered question after question 
about everything from designer 
clothes to the process of making 
films. Once everyone had filed 
into the Dolby Theater, where 
the ceremony was held, host Neil 
Patrick Harris danced on stage, 
and a hush fell over the crowd as 
the main event of the night began. 
That hush was soon replaced 
by roaring laughter as Harris 
brought his Tony Awards charm, 
in addition to his vocal talents, to 
the Oscars. The witty host was not 
the only one flexing the golden 
pipes; musical acts ranged from 
an incredibly moving rendition 
of “Selma” by John Legend and 
Common to a surprising yet 
beautiful medley of tunes from 
the Sound of Music sung by Lady 
Gaga.
     While many worthy films 

were nominated this year, only 
one could receive the best 
picture award. Birdman: Or (The 
Unexpected Virtue of Ignorance) 
won best picture, and the film 
also took home best director, 
best original screenplay, and best 
cinematography. In the best actor 
race, Eddie Redmayne received 
the little golden man for his 
portrayal of Stephen Hawking in 
The Theory of Everything, while 
Julianne Moore won in the best 
actress race for her role as Dr. 
Alice Howland in Still Alice. Best 
supporting actor went to J.K 
Simmons for his performance 
as Terence Fletcher in Whiplash, 
which also won best sound mixing 
and best film editing. Patricia 
Arquette won best supporting 
actress for her role as Olivia 
Evans in Boyhood. Best adapted 
screenplay went to the Imitation 
Game. Disney’s Big Hero 6 took 
the best animated feature film, 
and Ida from Poland won best 
foreign language. Wes Anderson’s 
The Grand Budapest Hotel swept 
many of the design and audio 
categories, winning best original 
score, best production design, 
best makeup and hairstyling, and 
best costume design. The moving 
“Glory” from Selma took home 
a statuette for best original song, 
while best sound editing went 
to American Sniper. Space epic 
Interstellar won best visual design. 
In the best documentary category, 
Citizenfour was victorious, while 
Crisis Hotline: Veterans Press 1 
received the award for best short 
documentary. Finally, The Phone 
Call won best live action short 
film, and Feast received the Oscar 
for best animated short film. 

A Starry 
Night on the 
Red Carpet

Pressure. And that brings us to the 
night of March 15th at the TLA on 
South Street, where Logic brought 
the Under Pressure Tour to its final 
stop in the US before heading to 
Europe, and he sure did live up to 
the hype. 
     Logic has a very good stage 
presence and constantly interacts 
with the crowd, including actual 
conversations with individuals 
and bringing one lucky fan on 
stage to perform with him (and 
this fan KILLED it). He performed 
many hits off of the Under Pressure 
album, including I’m Gone, 
Gang Related, Buried Alive, and 
Never Enough. Logic’s faster flow 
allowed for some unique moments 
during the show –  he performed 
acapella and rapped with only 
his verses to show off his skill. 
The atmosphere was great, and 
Logic, with DJ Rhetorik, kept the 
crowd enthused from the moment 
they first stepped on the stage. 

The night closed with the encore 
performance of Under Pressure, a 
song that showcases all the best of 
Logic with strong commentary on 
his life and portions during which 
he will go off and spit rapidly.  
     Logic may not be the most 
well-known rapper yet, but people 
have to realize this man is about to 
blow up the charts, and he puts on 
a fantastic show. 

Rapper 
“Logic” 
Defies All the 
Odds 

Want to unleash your inner rock star? 

Come to the Battle of the Bands on 
Friday, April 17th at 6:30 in the auditorium!
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Confusing 
Comparatives

St. Patrick’s 
Day Recipe

By Margaret Davis
     Suppose you are training for 
a marathon and you want to 
describe your progress. How 
many more miles have you run 
this week than last? How do the 
longest distances you’ve run so 
far compare with other runners’ 
distances? You just might use 
comparative adjectives to answer 
these questions. Most comparative 
forms of adjectives are easy; 
if you are more happy than 
someone else, you are happier. If 
you find hockey more important 
than school, it is just that--more 
important. But what about the 
marathon questions? Some of 
these are a bit harder to answer. 
Here are some guidelines for using 
especially tricky comparative 
adjectives.

     Farther/further: The words 
farther and further are both 
comparative forms of the adjective 
far. However, which one should 
you use to describe your running 
distances? To remember the 
difference, keep these simple rules 
in mind: farther describes physical 
distance, and further describes 
degree. Therefore, if you ran a 
dozen miles this week and only 
nine last week, you ran farther this 
week. However, if you have made 
more progress in your chemistry 
experiment than the group next 
to you, you have gotten further. 
You can measure a distance with 
farther (three more miles) but 
you cannot measure a physical 
distance in a beaker.
     Fewer/less: Both less and 

fewer describe quantities that are 
smaller than another quantity. 
However, fewer describes a 
countable number. For example, 
the number of miles you ran this 
week might have been a personal 
best, but it may be twenty miles 
fewer than your super-duper year-
round cross-country track star 
friend ran. On the other hand, less 
describes an uncountable amount. 
For example, after hearing about 
your track star friend’s running 
accomplishments (and this was 
a slow week for her!), you might 
have less confidence in your 
running ability than you had had 
before.
     More fun/funner: Most of the 
time, monosyllabic words, such 
as hot and cold, simply take on an 
“-er” ending in their comparative 
forms (hotter, colder). However, 
for some reason, fun is an 
exception to this rule; rather than 
funner, it uses more fun. Why? 
Although many dictionaries (e.g., 
Merriam-Webster) accept fun 
as an adjective, it was originally 
only a noun, so its comparative 
form is different from those of 
normal adjectives. Therefore, if 
you are feeling progressive in 
your grammatical opinions and 
you accept fun as an adjective, 
you might say that training for a 
marathon is more fun than you 
expected it to be. However, if you 
are a grammatical traditionalist, 
you might just say that you are 
having more fun than you had 
expected to have.

     With these handy rules, you 
can go further in life, make fewer 
mistakes in your writing, and (as 
is no doubt the case with all your 
progress in grammar) have more 
fun!

By Nick Ehly 
     Fox’s latest show, The Last 
Man on Earth, is proving to be an 
enormous success! The new series 
revolves around Phil Miller, a.k.a 
the last man on earth. Phil may 
not be the most ideal contestant 
for the last man alive, but the 
audience quickly grows to love 
this hilarious, relatable, simplistic, 
and semi-heartbroken character.     
     Many viewers were wondering 
how there could be any plot to 
a show with such a massive lack 

The Last Man 
on Earth 
Review

of characters. Luckily, they were 
shown how within the first five 
minutes of the show. We were 
quickly introduced to Phil, a 
raggedy, unkempt and certainly 

unshaven man, in the year 2020, 
when an unknown disease wipes 
out nearly the entire human race. 

As morbid as that may sound, the 
series produces fantastic subtle 
comedy, not to say that the show 
doesn’t have its emotional appeal. 
In the pilot episode, we see Phil’s 

first five months 
alone. We watch 
him go from 
being carefree 
as he travels the 
country adding 
rarities to his 
collection –
which includes 
the original 
constitution, Van 
Gogh paintings, 
and even an 
authentic knight 
suit of armo. The 

show rips everyone’s heart out 
when they see Phil sitting in the 
dark with a candle in a Twinkie 

for his birthday. The sadness of 
his existence only lasts for one 
episode until we are introduced to 
Carol. 
     Carol adds a new flavor to 
the show. Her extreme Christian 
values and rule-abiding 
personality, mixed with Phil’s 
general apathy for anything but 
momentary entertainment, make 
for the perfect comedy. Their first 
of many arguments involved Carol 
telling Phil to stop at stop signs, 
which Phil refuses to do because 
of the fact that there are no more 
people alive.  
     The show’s pilot promises 
a sardonically funny style of 
television with a lot of heart. But 
will the show remain this good, or 
will it end up being just another 
lazy sitcom? Hopefully the show 
will remain true to its pilot ideals.

By Stephanie Waldstein
     Is it ever too late to celebrate 
the holidays with some luck and 
desserts? Of course not! That’s why 
this delicious recipe for shamrock 
sugar cookies is the perfect treat as 
you recover from St. Patrick’s Day. 
With just 5 simple ingredients you 
will be stirring up a whole lot of 
luck! For this recipe you will need:

¼ cup packed brown sugar
¼ teaspoon vanilla extract
1 cup flour
¼ teaspoon salt
½ cup butter OR margarine, 
softened
Follow these simple directions for 
incredible results:

1. Preheat your oven to 325° F

2. In a medium sized bowl, use an 
electric mixer to beat together the 
butter/margarine and brown sugar 
so that they are light and fluffy

3. Stir up some luck by stirring in 
the vanilla

4. Add flour and salt to the butter 
and blend them well

5. Roll out deliciousness with a 
rolling pin on a lightly floured 
surface. Roll to about ¼ inch thick

6. Use a shamrock cookie cutter 
to cut out the sugar cookies to the 
desired shape and place them on 
an ungreased cookie sheet

7. You may repeat steps 5 and 6 by 
re-rolling out the scrap dough

8. Sprinkle on the holiday cheer 
with some green sprinkles

9. Bake until the cookies are 
golden, NOT BROWN, or for 
about 20 to 25 minutes

10. Let them stand for 2 minutes 
to cool completely

11. Enjoy your delightful treat
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sedulous (adj)- showing dedication and diligence, careful, meticulous
Johnny picked the thorn from his leg with the most sedulous care.

 SAT Word of the Month

international law and the laws of nature in their overt oppression of an 
innocent people. While Benjamin Netanyahu may have emerged as the 
victor in the election, for the State of Israel, there was no victor, only 
the continued loss of legitimacy for the government in the eyes of the 
international community. 

Israel in Crisis (cont.)

     P.W. elected not to play in the Suburban One League tournament at 
the end of the year, a move received with much criticism and the coach 
stating it was in preparation for District and State playoffs. Well, that 
theory would be put to the test against the Ghosts Gang, as they had 
elected to play in (and win) the league tournament, although it had 
been somewhat invalidated due to P.W.  not playing in the tourney. 
Abington came out on a mission, starting the game on a 16-2 run 
that spilled over into the second quarter, thanks in large part to Amir 
Hinton who scored his 1000 point on the season in the game (see 
insert Article page number here). Abington students had the Liacouras 
Center rocking, and the Ghosts would not disappoint on this night. 
From start to finish, Abington manhandled the Colonials, capturing the 
first District I Championship since 1986. This sends the Seniors of the 
team out with an almost unprecedented achievement. Congratulations 
to Coach Grasty and the team, and thank you for making this the best 
Senior year a student could ask for. 

District Champs (cont.)

Cartoon By Jonathan Sherwood

Pisces Horoscope
     Though you may have been feeling moody this past month (as most 
Pisces are wont to do) because of the “waiting on acceptance letters” 
blues, things are looking up. You will hear from all your colleges by 
April 1st, and the stars are in your favor for your dream college to 
accept you!


