
Abington Senior High School 

Ghost Notes 
SENIORS (McCuen) 

The Senior Class is now looking at three marking periods remaining in their 
high school careers.  Truly, graduation day will be here soon! Seniors should 
be focused on the future and seeking information on the college process. This 
includes taking the SAT or ACT,  AP tests and getting ready for next year by 
actively considering what college or  career path bests fits their personal goals.  
The School Counseling Staff is actively assisting students with applying for 
college. Seniors should pursue information through the succeed.naviance.com 
program and should make personal contact with teachers for letters of recom-
mendation.  Please check out this program as it is a great resource for students 
and families.  As the first quarter of the year comes to an end it is time to come 
out and support the Galloping Ghosts in the many clubs, activities, musical 
endeavors and athletic events that make school life great here at Abington 
Senior High School. We have had a great Fall season with excellence in every 
realm of high school life. It is a great time of year to appreciate all of the won-
derful things that are available to our students.   
 

JUNIORS (Johnson) 
The junior class continues to show a commitment to their education and future 
goals.  Many of the students are thinking about the college admissions process, 
which usually contributes to increased student involvement and a focus on 
academic achievement.  All 10th and 11th grade students took the PSAT on 
October 19th.  The score reports are distributed to the students during school 
counselor classroom presentations so please look for your son or daughter’s 
score report sometime in the near future (normally score reports are issued in 
early January depending on when the score reports are received by the college 
board).  Please continue to encourage daily, on time attendance as it is critical 
to the academic success of all students!  
 

SOPHOMORES (Fiorino) 
The Class of 2019 has made a smooth transition to life at the high school. The 
students enjoyed taking part in Student Involvement Day back in October. All 
students are encouraged to focus on their academic progress in the coming 
months, while still seeking to participate in the many extracurricular activities 
offered at the high school. Remember our Keys to Success: Engage yourselves 
in the process of education, Expand your knowledge, and Extend your 
thoughts! Go Ghosts! 

 
GUIDANCE (Tagliaferro) 

For our sophomore and junior students, the second marking period brings 
PSAT score reports from the College Board.  All students who completed the 
PSAT in October will receive a score report in January.  These scores will pro-
vide valuable college readiness information, and the reports will describe stu-
dent performance in great detail.  For our senior students, application and noti-
fication deadlines are rapidly approaching.  Any college application materials 
that need to be submitted prior to Winter Break must be delivered to the coun-
selor no later than December 5th.   Did you know that ASHS students have 
access to a free online and discounted classroom-based SAT/ACT program? 
Visit http://www.abington.k12.pa.us/shs/?page=Princeton+Review for more 
details. 
 

LIBRARY (McGee  and Summers) 
The ASHS Library began the year with our Sophomore Orientation Program. 
During September, our new-to-the-building 10th graders visit the Norman W. 
Schmid Library Media Center through their English classes. The program in-
cludes an introduction to our Web-based library catalog, electronic and print 
resources, as well as a tour through our physical space.   Digital Citizenship & 
Safety lessons are also delivered with the following objectives: to understand 
the possible benefits and risks of sharing information online, to recognize the 
importance of context when posting and viewing information online, and to 
understand the choices students need to make to protect their own privacy and 
reputation online, as well as those of others.  Throughout the first marking 
period, we encourage students to join our Reading Olympics program. Each 
year we take four or five teams, each team comprises ten to twelve students, to 
compete in the Montgomery County Reading Olympics held in late March. 
During October and November, resources that provide strategies for transition-
ing back to school and succeeding on upcoming standardized tests are show-
cased. Throughout the year we work closely with our faculty members to sup-
port their curriculum. For example, during the first marking period, we assem-
bled and introduced resources to support our Civics course and related re-
search projects.    
 
 
 

ART 
Junior and senior art major students participated in the PAEA Virtual Art Ex-
hibit for the PAEA Annual Conference. You can view the students work at the 
following website: http://paeablog.org/opportunities-for-students/2016-virtual-
art-show/.  The National Art Honor Society made ceramic bowls for Arcadia 
University’s Empty Bowl Benefit.  Arcadia University hosted an annual Empty 
Bowl Benefit Dinner, where people come together in the Castle at Arcadia to 
share a soup and bread meal.  All proceeds benefit two agencies that work to 
help the hungry and homeless;  this years’ event was held on Monday, No-
vember 14th.   The Sculpture and Ceramics students went on a field trip to 
Grounds for Sculpture, an outdoor sculpture park located in Hamilton, New 
Jersey. They viewed major large scale sculptural work in an architecturally 
landscaped setting.  On Thursday November 17 the Art III Major students and 
Honors Art students went to the Barnes Foundation in Philadelphia, to view 
Post-Impressionist, Early Modernist, and African works of art that they are 
studying in their courses.  On Saturday November 12th, Moore College of Art 
and Design hosted National Portfolio Day at the Pennsylvania Convention 
Center.  This is an event where colleges and universities from all over the US 
have representatives reviewing student portfolios.  In the past, many students 
were granted college acceptance based on the quality of their portfolio and 
some of them were also given applications for scholarships.  The Art II and Art 
III Major students will go to the Metropolitan Museum of Art in New York City 
on Friday, December 16, and they will view works of art that they are currently 
studying in the Art History portion of their Art Major course.   
 

ATHLETICS (Vaccaro) 
For the second consecutive year, the Pennsylvania Interscholastic Athletic 
Association and the District One Committee recognize Abington Senior High 
School with the “Sportsmanship: The Only Missing Piece is You” award for the 
2015-16 school year. The groups identify Abington’s administration, coaches, 
athletes, cheerleaders and fans as “the epitome of good sportsmanship." 
District One organizes interscholastic athletics for ninety-four (94) schools in 
Bucks, Chester, Delaware, and Montgomery Counties.  Abington was one of 
fourteen Sportsmanship Award winners in District One. Out of its over 700 
plus member schools, the PIAA annually recognizes between 35-40 schools 
with Sportsmanship Award. Then at the October Executive Meeting for the 
Suburban One League, Abington was honored with the Sportsmanship award 
for the National Conference for 2015-16.   Four Fall Sports teams earned 
berths in the District One playoffs this season.  Girls Tennis, Girls Volleyball, 
Boys Soccer, and Football all made postseason trips. First, congratulations to 
the Abington Girls Tennis on winning the Suburban One League National 
Conference championship. Girls Tennis and Girls Volleyball lost to perennial 
powers Harriton and Upper Merion in the First Round.  Boys Soccer went on 
the road in the opening round and defeated Downingtown West 2-0.  Coach 
Randy Garber and his Ghosts, though, lost to undefeated and District One 
finalist Conestoga, 1-0, in the Round Two.  Abington Football won six of their 
last eight games to finish second in the Suburban One League National Con-
ference and to qualify for the playoffs.  Head Coach Kevin Conlin and his 
squad traveled to Coatesville for their Class AAAAAA matchup.  The Gallop-
ing Ghosts fell to the Red Raiders in the opening round.  Congratulations also 
goes to senior Cross Country runner Kelly Jawork as she qualified for the 
PIAA Championships.  On Wednesday, November 9, 2016, the ASHS Athletic 
Department and Administration  recognized our student-athletes’ accomplish-
ments as five senior student-athletes  signed National Letters of Intent for 
scholarships at Division One schools.  The following students are signees for 
the Class of 2017: Lindsay Baer Girls Lacrosse to Old Dominion Universi-
ty,  Jordan Campbell Girls Lacrosse to LaSalle University, Casey McCallister 
Girls Lacrosse to Lehigh University, Samantha McGee Girls Lacrosse to St. 
Joseph’s University, and Lizzie Oleary Girls Basketball to University of Dela-
ware. 

ENGLISH (Lodewick) 
As the first marking period of the 2016-2017 school year comes to a close, the 
English Department would like to thank the students, parents, faculty, staff, 
and administration for their hard work and dedication to the success of our 
students.  The first marking period was a busy one for the English Depart-
ment.  Our Sophomores and Juniors worked diligently to prepare for the PSAT 
in October.  The Abingtonian, sponsored by Mr. Saylor and Mr. Quigley, pub-
lished three newspapers during the first marking period, focusing on some of 
the high school’s big events this fall.  Ms. Caiazzo and the students involved 
in the school play, “Moon Over Buffalo” was a wonderful success! Also, 90 of 
Ms. Corlies’ twelfth grade students learned how to use RSA animation for a 
Greek Mythology project; it was a challenge for some, but they all learned 
some important 21st century skills and had fun doing it.  All of our classes will 
continue working hard and growing in the areas of reading, critical thinking, 
and writing skills as we move into the second marking period. 
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Ghost Notes 
MATHEMATICS (Rizzuto) 

Students who enjoy challenging math questions and problem solving should 
consider joining The Math Club.  This enthusiastic group of students is com-
peting in the Math Madness AMC/Interstellar High School Mathematics Na-
tional Championship and the Atlantic-Pacific Mathematics League.  Interest-
ed students should see Mr. Tinney in room 113 or Mr. Rizzuto in room 
209.   If you are absent or having difficulty with a math concept, you are wel-
come to seek help in a math tutorial in room 220 during a lunch or study 
hall.  Another good aid is the Khan Academy website 
(www.khanacademy.com) and Khan videos on YouTube.  There you can find 
quality instruction and worked out examples on most high school math top-
ics.  This is a great resource not only for math but for other area including 
chemistry, physics, SAT test prep and economics.  There are other great 
video lessons out there as well (mathbff is an example). 

HEALTH AND PHYSICAL EDUCATION (Weathers)  
Abington High School’s Health and Physical Education Department continues 
to provide students with the opportunity to select activities that align with their 
interests. This has allowed us to further our mission by encouraging healthy 
and active lifestyles through a variety of activities.  Sound body, sound mind 
is our mantra as we look to support cross curricular endeavors moving for-
ward.  In striving to achieve this goal, students will explore and engage in an 
assortment of indoor lifetime fitness activities as we move into the winter 
months.  In conjunction with the Athletics department, we have worked hard 
to expand our activities, equipment, and outreach options to meet the ever 
changing fitness needs of our student population.  This included the renova-
tion of our weight and fitness rooms to further maximize our potential. 
  Our senior health program started with a sense of great anticipation for our 
seniors as they began a wellness journey that will lead them into the next big 
phase in their lives, “Life after High School.” The senior health curriculum is 
designed to provide information that will help our seniors make complex 
decisions that will impact their future in a positive way. One of our curricular 
goals is for our seniors to learn how to identify stressors and deal with them 
in a healthy manner. One of the most stressful times in a senior’s life can be 
the college application process. In response to this stressor, every class had 
a member of our guidance department spend a period walking them through 
this tedious process.  

READING (Sack) 
The Reading Department is off to a great start to the new school year.  Stu-
dents are analyzing both fiction and non-fiction in preparation for the upcom-
ing Keystone exam.  Students are utilizing technology through Google class-
room, which has become an invaluable method for engaging students with 
the reading curriculum.  Grade 10 students finished reading the high interest 
novel,  The First Part Last,  by Angela Johnson, a coming of age story that 
has captivated the students. Students are currently designing their own book 
trailers using various technology applications.   Students will share the book 
trailers with the community of readers, encouraging  others to read these 
wonderful books . 

MUSIC 
The ASHS Music Department hit the ground running this autumn! The Band 
and Select Choir were busy with performances for Elementary Music Night 
and the National Honor Society Induction.  Meanwhile the Choral program 
has had several outside performances, including singing backup for Foreign-
er at the Keswick Theater!  On Halloween Weekend the Marching Ghosts 
hosted fifteen visiting bands for the 12th Bands in the Boneyard competition. 
On November 6th the band placed 11th, out of a field of 21, in the US Bands 
Group IV-A National Championship in Allentown. The marching season end-
ed on November 12th with the Cavalcade of Bands Yankee A Class Champi-
onship in Hershey, PA. The Marching Ghosts placed 2nd and took the award 
for “most improved.”  As the last note of marching season fades, the indoor 
season begins with Ghost Indoor Percussion beginning rehearsals on No-
vember 14 and Indoor Guard starting up on November 28.  The Orchestra 
program was also busy this fall as thirty three students represented ASHS in 
the Montgomery County Honors String Orchestra Festival at Upper Merion 
Middle School.  The festival concert was held on November 18, 2016 under 
guest conductor Helen Bottel. One hundred twenty four students from around 
Montgomery County participated in the performance.  The Annual Winter 
Concert is the next music department event. The Concert will be Thursday, 
December 22nd at 7:00 PM in the ASHS Auditorium. Aside from the concert, 
the Choral program will be performing throughout Abington and our neighbor-
ing communities during the holiday season.    In addition to seasonal perfor-
mances, November and December are “Audition Time”. The All-School Musi-
cal – Once on This Island - will hold auditions on November 28, 29 and 30 
while the ASHS Jazz Band starts rehearsals on November 29. The Pennsyl-
vania Music Educators Association District 11 Band, Orchestra and Chorus 
auditions are being held between November 19th and December 10th. This is 
the first step in the All-State selection process.   As 2017 approaches, the 
ASHS music department will be sending students out to participate in various 
PMEA ensembles.  Music electives are continuing to grow as piano, theory 
and computer based music classes are seeing numbers expand.  There are 
numerous ways to be involved in the music department – please don't miss 
out! 

SCIENCE 
The science department is having a great year so far. We enjoyed an even-
ing star watching party with Mr. Anderson on Monday November 7th. We had 
a STEM Careers day on Friday November 18. Guest scientists and Engi-
neers from Air Liquide corporation will be coming to do demonstrations and 
to speak with math and science classes about STEM careers. Students who 
are interested in participating in the Science Olympiad this year can contact 
Mr. Spencer in room 127. Students interested in participating tin the science 
fair can contact Mr. Anderson in room 125. Students interested in the engi-
neering team and Sea Perch robotics competition can contact Ms. Yeager. 
We are already planning for a fun day of Physics at 6 Flags Great Adventure 
in April. Stay tuned for details. 

SERVICE LEARNING (Rodgers) 
Students have certainly had a busy Fall.  While it is still fair weather, we have 
been working almost every weekend at local parks, including Crosswicks 
Wildlife Sanctuary, Baederwood Park, Mill Park and Grove Park.  Internation-
al Coastal Clean-up day was a huge success, with students pulling almost 
200 pounds of trash out of the Wissahickon Creek.  Our students continue 
to answer phones for the WHYY pledge drives.  A favorite service site is 
MANNA where we volunteer twice a month to prepare hundreds of meals for 
people who are terminally ill.  In addition to these local projects, our after 
school service clubs inspire students to act locally and globally.  buildOn 
students are saving for a trip to build a school in Senegal; the Key Club is 
actively working with special needs students; VOSH recently donated hun-
dreds of pairs of reconditioned eye glasses for people in Haiti and H2O for 
Life is supporting water and sanitation facilities for a school in Malawi, Africa, 
this year.  Our Red Cross Club completed a very successful blood drive and 
collected over 130 pints of blood in one day!  We continue to focus on tutor-
ing and coaching younger students throughout the district, working in the 
environment, addressing public safety needs and making sure all of our com-
munity members have the opportunity to thrive by volunteering with our local 
hospitals.  Congratulations to All! 

    BUSINESS (Daubenspeck) 
During the first marking period the Business and Information Systems depart-
ment students have been involved in the following events: Our Accounting 
students attended a seminar at Delaware Valley University sponsored by the 
Pennsylvania Institute of Certified Public Accountants.  Students learned 
more about diverse career opportunities in the accounting profession and the 
advantages of the CPA designation, in a college environment.  Group discus-
sions covered various career paths in accounting such as, Public Accounting, 
Forensic Accounting, FBI/IRS, Education, Tax and Financial Planning, and 
Information Technology and Consulting.  Our Computer Science students 
gave up a precious Saturday to participate in the PClassic at University of 
Pennsylvania.   The PClassic is a semesterly programming competition for 
high school students hosted by the "Dining Philosophers," or Computer Sci-
ence students, at the University of Pennsylvania. Many of our law students 
have begun the task of preparing for the annual Mock Trial Competition, 
sponsored by Pennsylvania Bar Association.  Our Future Business Leader 
students have begun preparing for various Competitive Events such as, 
Computer Game and Simulation Programming, Coding and Programming, 
Mobile Application Development, Accounting, Web Site Design, Computer 
Networking, Sports Management, and various other areas. 
 

WORLD LANGUAGE (Kirchner) 
The World Language Department had a great start to the school year with 
teachers and students starting out with using the “Target Language” in all 
classes. Students are expected to speak only in Spanish, French, German, 
and Mandarin even at the beginning levels to hasten their acquisition of the 
language.   
During Student Involvement Day, the language department hosted the World 
Cup of Soccer again which has quickly become the highlight of the day’s 
events.  Teams were made up of students that represented the language 
they study.  Italy (made up of Latin students) was the champion this year 
although all of the teams -  Germany, Spain, France, China and Mexico did 
well, too. 
Our French students hosted their students in an international exchange pro-
gram at the beginning of this school year and had the students from France 
shadow our Abington students in classes.   

SOCIAL STUDIES  
Throughout the first marking period, the Social Studies Department has been 
involved in promoting student engagement regarding Civics & Govern-
ment.  Activities included instruction related to 9/11 Remembrance, Constitu-
tion Day, and Veterans’ Day, in addition to students participation in Non-
Violent Conflict Resolution Week.  Leading up to election day on November 
8th, students also participated in a Mock Election featuring local, state, and 
national races. 
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