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By Dennis Phan

 Th e 2016-2017 chess season has been a pleasant one for the 
Abington Chess Team. In the Lower Bucks County Scholastic 
Chess League (LBCSCL), the Abington team won its division 
with a record of 8.5-1.5. Also, during playoff s, the team made 
it as far as the semifi nals with four of the fi ve starters fi nishing 
in the top 25 of the league: Andrew Nolan placed 19th with a 
record of 6-4; Hunter West placed 24th with a record of 8-1-1; 
Alek Sherstyuk placed 13th with a record of 8-2; and Dennis 
Phan placed 10th with a record of 9-0-1. Even the starters who 
did not place in the top 25 had excellent records, including 
Christopher Ginion at 7-1.

Th e chess team also participated in the annual state 
tournament and fi elded teams in the u1000, u1300, and open 
sections, bringing home the u1000 team trophy. Th e u1000 
lineup consisted of Carter Stephens, Sofi ya Lysenko, Amin 
Mojarad, Tim Hetzel, Noah Palmer, Allyson DaSilva, and David 
Whang. In addition, Carter tied for fi rst place, and Amin placed 
4th in the division. Allyson got a medal of commendation, too, 
and Tim received a medal for his play. In the u1300 section, 

Abington’s squad consisted of Micah Cheng, Christopher 
Ginion, Brian Ouzomgi, Th omas Dowdy, and Hunter West. Hunter placed 10th; Chris got 8th place, and the team as a whole fi nished in second.

 Now, the team is looking forward to SuperNationals, which will take place in Nashville, Tennessee. All of its players hope for a great fi nish 
to the season when they bring home trophies in May.

Checking In With Our Mates on the Chess Team

By Lily Sall

Th e city of Khan Shaykhun in Syria’s northwestern 
province of Idlib was the target of a chemical attack this 
past week, beginning on Tuesday, April 4th. Th e rebel-held 
town’s residents faced repeated airstrikes that left  at least 
86 people dead, and this horrifi c scene prompted President 
Trump to respond. Trump declared that such acts were 
“unacceptable” and that they would not be allowed. He 
then ordered an attack on the Syrian base from which the 
attack was launched. 

Th e US attack in response to Syrian leader Bashar 
al-Assad’s chemical bombardment, which harmed many 
people including numerous children and infants, has been 
lauded by many who wish to see the United States become 
more involved in Syria and the refugee crisis. However, 
some analysts have said that this action could draw the 
United States into the Syrian confl ict much more than at 
present and that the strike will not truly weaken Assad’s 
power unless it is followed by other actions.

Trump also faces criticism aft er the attack. Many 
of his supporters fl ocked to his isolationist “America fi rst” 
rhetoric on the campaign trail and into his presidency. 
Th ose supporters are now asking where that sentiment was 
left  as Trump involved the United States in Syria with this 
attack.

 Th e horror that occurred in Idlib demanded action 
to demonstrate the inadmissible nature of its horror, but 
whether Trump’s strike was the correct action will remain 
in question until the repercussions play out.

Crisis in Syria

Terror in London
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By Matthew Rosen

 On Saturday, March 25th, iconic buildings around the world, 
including the Empire State Building in New York; the Burj Khalifa 
tower in Dubai, United Arab Emirates; the Eiffel Tower in Paris, France; 
and the Christ the Redeemer statue in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, turned 
off their lights for an hour to bring attention to climate change. The 
World Wildlife Fund first organized this event, called “Earth Hour,” 
with the Sydney Opera House in Sydney, Australia, in 2007 to show 
politicians the locals’ environmental concerns. From there, the event 
has spread to Asia and the West, and in 2017, cities from 170 territories, 
encompassing a variety of religions and cultures, participated.
 This year, Earth Hour appears especially important to 
environmentalists in the United States, as the recently elected Trump 
administration has cut funding to The Environmental Protection 
Agency, and the president has sworn to stop the United States’ 
compliance with the Paris Agreement Barack Obama signed in 2015. 
The president’s decisions and Earth Hour both occurred shortly after alarming reports by The World Meteorological Association. An assessment 
published by the World Health Organization this month has shown, according to Professor Jennifer Francis of Rutgers, that the world is now in 
“truly uncharted territory” as modern society deals with unprecedented changes in the climate. For instance, the WHO assessment reports that 
last year the Earth experienced the hottest recorded average temperature for the third year in a row and that the amount of carbon dioxide in the 
atmosphere has not been so high in four million years. Moreover, as the poles heat up, narrowing the temperature difference between themselves 
and the rest of the planet, the wind that circulates the cold air from the arctic slows down, lingering in a region for longer periods of time and 
causing larger snowstorms around the world in the short term.

Earth Hour

By Colm Mahoney

The South China Sea is an area that includes the nations of 
Vietnam, Cambodia, the Philippines, Malaysia, and, of course, China. 
Historically, as well as today, it is an area of the world with significant 
trade, because countries can ship goods to and from the large East Asian 
economies to India, Africa, and Europe. In fact, over five trillion dollars 
of trade passes through this area every year. Aside from trade, it is said 
to be rich in fish, with ten percent of fish coming from it, as well as oil 
and natural gas, with an estimated 190 trillion cubic feet of natural gas 
and 11 billion barrels’ worth of oil lying beneath the sea’s surface. It also 
has immense strategic value to all the nations in its area because the 
sea contains many small islands useful for refueling various countries’ 
navies.

Recently, however, the area has come under dispute because of 
Chinese claims in the area. This claim comes from a border called the 
Nine-Dash Line that the old government of the Republic of China drew 
on a map in China with no communication to the other nations in the 
area. China claims that this is the historical boundary of what China has 
controlled in the past when it was a major sea power within the region. 
This assertion gives the Chinese government an excuse to go into the 
region and claim what is officially part of an international trade zone 
within the agreed sea borders set by the UN. China did not have any 
way to seriously back up their claim until recently. Now the Chinese 
government has started the process of building islands within the area 
of the Nine-Dash Line and using its budding navy and other Chinese 
sea vessels to attack other nations’ fishing boats and surround claimed islands internationally recognized as belonging to other nations. Chinese 
leaders have, according to US military satellites, also been building military air and naval bases on some of the islands.

The United States comes in because it supports freedom of navigation and securing free trade and communication across all oceans. It has 
started to send training exercises with Japanese assistance and to sell weapons to the nations affected by Chinese claims. This conflict, along with 
US involvement, has grown especially important because of the Trump administration and the mixed attitudes President Trump has toward China. 
Secretary of State Rex Tillerson has suggested taking a more muscular approach to the crisis. Chief Strategist Steve Bannon is the other important 
voice in the Trump cabinet on this issue; he has been very clear about his desire to muscle out China in this region with military force. He is also 
on record as having said that he believes conflict is inevitable between the US and China. However many claim that it is important that the US not 
start a conflict or go against the idea of free trade zones by blocking China itself. China has been largely silent so far on the Trump administration’s 
take on the issue, but many experts think a challenge may be coming soon to the unpredictable president.

No matter how this conflict unfolds, this and the multiple desires for this region are not going to go away, and the way in which the two 
world superpowers interact will impact peoples around the globe. 

Trump and China
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MAKE YOUR VOICE HEARD! 

WATCH THE ANNOUNCEMENTS 
FOR A MEETING IN ROOM 240

OR E-MAIL US AT
pearllilydavis@gmail.com OR 

pcvbjr@gmail.com 

By Dennis Phan

 On March 22nd, there was a terror attack on London near the 
Houses of Parliament. The police have identified the alleged terrorist as 
52-year-old Kahlid Masood, whose birth name is Adrian Russell Ajao.

The assailant drove his vehicle onto the bridge and plowed 
through a group of pedestrians, then proceeded to attack another 
person with knives. Masood was later fatally shot by the police. Besides 
the attacker, there have been eight other arrests for suspicion of terrorist 
activity. There are four dead and more than fifty people injured. Among 
the wounded, are many foreign tourists. Police have seized more than 
2,700 items as evidence, which contain large quantities of computer 
data.

Currently, police are still attempting to unravel Masood’s 
history and to determine how he prepared for the attack. He was 
reportedly staying in Brighton before the incident, where a hotel 
manager described him as a wonderful guest. Prime Minister Theresa 
May has said that the attacker was born in Britain and was previously 
investigated by Britain’s domestic counterintelligence agency for 
possible ties to violent extremism. ISIS has declared responsibility for 
the incident, but the extent of the militant group’s connections to the 
murderer is unclear. Concerned that the lightly armed attacker had 
managed to penetrate the perimeter of the complex, pass through a 
main gateway, and kill a police officer, some lawmakers are now calling 
for stronger security for the Palace of Westminster, where both houses 
of Parliament meet. The British foreign secretary noted the growing 
debate about the role of the social media in disseminating material that 
could be used for radicalization.

Despite growing anxiety, on the night after the attack, thousands 
of citizens went to Trafalgar Square in Central London to send the 
message that Britain would not give in to fear.

London Attack

By Melissa Denish

Everyone is intimately familiar with small talk, such as the 
quick conversation one has when talking to a friend in the hallway. It 
involves discussing many subjects, such as school, hobbies, and the 
weather, but none in great detail; it is simply an overview of what’s new 
or interesting. However, there is a way to have a much more effective 
conversation and discuss one topic at length. 

 
Fairly recently, I was at a convention in Chicago with about 900 other 
teenagers from North America. Imagine my shock when I entered 
the hotel building and was surrounded by hundreds of people I did 
not know. I was overwhelmed. People were hugging each other and 
laughing, forming into cliques that must have evolved years ago. 
Meanwhile, I stayed with my group of friends as if I had been physically 
attached to them. Eventually, I made some friends whenever fellow 
teenagers came and introduced themselves to our group. I desperately 
wanted to break out of my friend circle and meet new people, people 
with similar interests to mine. But instead, I would learn the name 
of someone and where he or she was from, then repeat that same 
conversation over again with someone else. This was not an effective 
way to make friends, as I would talk to these people once and then 
never again. It is not that I did not like these people; there were just too 
many of them. Conversations were rushed, without privacy or a quiet 
environment in which to talk. 
 However, at this convention, I attended a seminar that discussed 
how one can organize people in order to make a difference. A large 
part of this seminar dealt with how one relates to other people. We 
participated in an activity in which each of us paired up with someone 
he or she did not really know. I partnered with a boy sitting across 
from me. We had talked a little bit beforehand, but in all honesty, I 
did not know much about him. Our task was to have a meaningful 
conversation, but beforehand, we had to learn how to accomplish this; 
we were told to discuss one topic at length and to have one person ask 
the questions and have the other just listen. 
 I was the first one to ask questions. We uncovered that we both 
shared a love of psychology, which we discussed heavily. When it was 
his turn to ask questions, he learned about my friends at home. This 
was different from the brisk conversation I was used to having; in this 
conversation, I actually got to know someone. I cannot say that I talked 
to that person again. However, I can say that I had a real conversation 
with him, unlike so many other more superficial conversations.

The takeaway? I learned how to initiate a true, in-depth 
conversation. My challenge to you all is this: choose one person, a 
friend or anyone else, and ask him or her questions  and just listen. You 
can learn so much about a person, even someone you think you already 
know. Good luck! 

Meaningful 
Conversation
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   Things to Be Happy
    About in April

By the Ghost Detective

 In the 1980s, cases of the incurable disease AIDS began to rise, 
especially in the gay community. Unfortunately, the majority of the 
public did not care about this epidemic because it did not affect them. 
In 1993, a film called Philadelphia came out which told a compelling 
story of tragedy set against the background of the AIDS epidemic.
         The film focuses on a successful lawyer named Andy Beckett, 
played by Tom Hanks, who loses his job because of his illness, AIDS, 
and who then seeks the help of fellow lawyer Joe Miller, played by 
Denzel Washington, to sue his former employers for unjustly firing 
him. The film is a daring one that rebelled against the norm by telling 
a story that sought justice for a gay man at a time when Americans 
feared gay and lesbian people because they did not understand them. 
In the beginning of the film, Joe is fearful of Andy because he does not 
know how AIDS is contracted; however, as he gets to know Andy and 
become his friend, Joe loses his fear. Washington does a great job of 
playing the everyman in this film—and he is also absolutely hilarious.

Tom Hanks, who won best actor for this movie, went all out for 
Andy; he shaved his head and spent months losing ridiculous amounts 
of weight. Hanks was determined to make Andy a charming, pleasant 
man amidst the challenge of dying. He makes the audience feel for 
Andy and constantly hope that he will live.

I will say that this film is very sad, and its cast included a great 
deal of actors who actually had AIDS and died before the film was 
released. The song “Philadelphia,” sung by Neil Young, and Oscar-
winning “Streets of Philadelphia” by Bruce Springsteen masterfully 
establish an emotional core to the film and look at death with 
compassion and understanding. I may be very biased because I was 
born in Philadelphia, but I believe this film is for anyone. Its actors 
are talented; its story is amazing; it has beautiful songs, and it teaches 
a lesson on tolerance that we must learn. It is truly the movie of 
brotherly love.

The History of the Movie Philadelphia

By Dionna Dash

1. Warm weather (hopefully) and being 
able to wear short-sleeved shirts 
without freezing

2. College acceptance letters
3. Going to bed early and finally feeling 

well-rested for once in the morning
4. Waking up before the rest of the 

people in your house and enjoying the 
peacefulness of the moment

5. When your favorite lat- night talk 
show host makes another one of your 
favorite segments

6. Answering Final Jeopardy correctly
7. Knowing the lines of your favorite TV 

show episode because you’ve seen it so 
many times

8. When your morning routine randomly 
goes much more quickly than normal 
and you wind up with free time in the 
morning

9. Feeling accomplished after turning in a 
time-consuming assignment

10.  Spring break!
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Hey word puzzle lovers! Frustrated with life? Well, sit back, relax, and 
fi ll out a wordlink. You play by creating a chain of compound words 
from the fi rst word all the way to the last. Th e fi rst and second word 

link to make a compound word, like in this example: Guitar and string 
connect to make guitar string, string links with band to make string 

band, and band and camp link to form band camp. Some of the words 
even have letters fi lled in to help you out!

Th ink you solved the puzzle? Print your name at the bottom, cut out 
your completed wordlink, and drop it off  at the Wordlink box sitting 

on the Abingtonian box in the library. YOU WILL BE ENTERED 
INTO A DRAWING TO WIN A PRIZE! Winners will be announced 

on the aft ernoon announcements! Best of luck!

FORK
__ I __ __
__ __ __

__ H __ __ __
__ __ __ E
__ __ __

CATCHER

NAME:____________________

Ever heard your teacher say something that seemed 
odd or funny? This section is devoted to providing funny 

quotes that students have heard from teachers! 

If you overhear your teacher say something humorous, 
jot it down, and then let the Abingtonian editors know. 
You’ll see your teacher’s quote in next month’s issue!

“I want you to get better at it, so I have to verbally attack you.”

-Mrs. Karcher

“Your clothes stick to the wall, but you fall down a little bit inside. 
That’s why everybody comes off that ride with a little wedgie.”

-Ms. Lacy on the Gravitron ride at Hersheypark

“If Rhode Island left the United States, nobody would notice.”

-Mr. Gillespie

“You and your twenty-year-old sweater! Let’s go!”

-Mr. Garry in a “fi ght” with Mr. Banks

“You are an AP class, and I am a fl ying squirrel.”

-Mrs. Bowles

“You made it through kindergarten, right? 

That was the three hardest years of my life.”

-Mr. Zanetti

“Sorry, can you close those windows? 

I sense that the exuberance of youth is about to break through, 

and I’m not sure if I can bear it.”

-Mr. Kummer

“If you translate another present-tense verb in the past tense, 

I’m gonna sigh heavily.”

-Mr. Kummer

By Dionna Dash

 Heard
  This 
 Month

WORDLINK
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By Alice Gao

In late March, both 
houses of congress voted to 
allow internet service providers, 
such as Verizon and Comcast, 
to track, record, and potentially 
sell the internet browsing data of 
customers without direct consent. 
Under previous, Obama-era 
regulations enacted by the Federal 
Communications Commission 
(FCC), companies had to directly 
ask for consent of customers in 
order to share “sensitive data,” 
including browsing history 
and location information. The 
resolution, in the form of a rarely-
used Congressional Review Act, 
passed the Senate in a party-line 
vote, with all Republican Senators 
supporting the resolution and the 
Democratic caucus in opposition. 
President Trump has, too, signed 
the bill into law.
 Supporters of the bill argue 
that the resolution promotes a 
more “consumer driven” internet 
and allows internet service 
providers to compete with a digital 
advertising market dominated by 

FCC Allows “Sensitive 
Data” Sharing

By CJ Petetti

While some Democrats have been busy crying “fake news” at 
every click bait article they encounter on social media, the biggest so-
called “fake news” story of the election cycle in reality is the scandal 
surrounding Russia. While concerns about foreign interference are 
legitimate and should be taken seriously in any democratic institution, 
Democrats seem to be promoting this scandal as an attempt to 
undermine and distract from the policies of the President. Ever since 
President Trump’s election in November, Democratic contributors have 
been exaggerating the potential of Russian interference as a way to 
explain Hillary Clinton’s loss while continuing to ignore her flaws.

The portrayal of Russian interference is certainly meddlesome, 
but there is no direct evidence that Russia, or any foreign entity, directly 
hacked and manipulated our election results. When FBI director 
James Comey was asked, he said his bureau had zero evidence that the 
Russians changed votes in any of the key swing states. 

The Russia Scam

companies like Google and 
Facebook. Yet, this approach 
signals a fundamentally flawed 
characterization of what the 
“internet” is. 
 Similar to TV and radio 
broadcasters, internet service is 
treated as a utility rather than 
an optional service. Despite 
their prevalence in society, 
companies like Google, Amazon, 
and Facebook are only optional 
aspects of the internet for which 
users sign up. The internet itself, 
on the other hand, is, as a utility 
like gas and electricity, more 
difficult to simply opt out of for 
privacy needs. For many people, 
it contains vital access to bank 
accounts, healthcare, news, 
communications, etc. Under the 
proposed new bill, internet service 
providers will be free to share or 
sell your information without your 
consent or knowledge.
 This deregulation is a gross 
violation of consumer privacy in 
extreme disconnect to the interests 
of the American public; what it 
is not is a “consumer-friendly” 
move.

While the intelligence agencies are highly confident that it 
was Russia who hacked the DNC, the investigation is still ongoing, 
and, therefore, we should not jump to immediate conclusions. Even 
if Russia had ordered timed hacks of the Clinton campaign and 
Democrats, the root of the problem still lies within the actions of the 
DNC, such as giving debate questions to Clinton ahead of time. Had 
there been nothing to hide, the hack would not have caused such issue. 
Additionally, even if the hacks were ordered by the Russians, it would 
be impossible to make the claim that enough people would have been 
influenced by WikiLeaks in order for the entire election to sway in Trump’s favor. 

There is no direct evidence linking the President himself to Russia, and until proven true, it will remain a “fake news” story. Even though 
all evidence surrounding the scandal is circumstantial, and the focus is on smoke where there is no fire, it is shameful for one party to push a 
conspiracy theory and undermine the results of a democratic election in order to explain away its candidate’s faults.



EDITORIALS/SPORTS
The Abingtonian         April 2017                                       Page 7

The Abingtonian, 2016-17
Published by:  Abington Senior High School, Abington, PA

Editors-In-Chief:
Chris Van Buren & Maggie Davis

News Editor:
Lily Sall

Editorial Editor:
Alice Gao

Features Editors:
Dionna Dash & Melissa Denish

Sports Editor:
Roni Fishbein

Writers: 

 Caeden Cloud, Jordan Denish, Timmy Gallagher, Al Jombe,  
Colm Mahoney, CJ Petetti, Dennis Phan, Matthew Rosen

Faculty Advisors:
Mr. Bryan Quigley & Mr. Albert Saylor

Administration:
Mr. A. Berrios, Mr. R. McCuen, 
Mr. E. Johnson, Mr. C. Fiorino

By Caeden Cloud

When sitting in a history class, it’s easy to become disconnected from 
the events that are taught. After all, what purpose do the lessons serve other 
than to prepare for upcoming tests or exams? However, the lessons in these 
classes can be very important to learn from and understand, especially with 
the current political climate, which continues to intensify with accusations of 
racism towards both the government and its citizens. While racism itself is 
an incredibly difficult cultural issue for any person or nation to overcome, the 
best thing anyone can do is to understand and accept moments of hate in his 
or her past.

I participated in a forum a few weeks ago discussing the topic of racism; 
one of the activities was to talk to a partner about moments in your past 
or your family’s past when you stood up to racism, and more importantly, 
moments of shame where you acted out against a minority group in some 
way. My partner was an older white woman, who grew up in Alabama in the 
forties and fifties. She told me one particular story from her childhood that’s stuck with her ever since: “Back then, there were no school buses, 
so everyone had to use the public buses to get home, and as you’ve heard the front was reserved for white people, the back was reserved for black 
people. My friend and I got on after school, but the front was full, so we had no choice but to sit in the colored section, which was empty at the 
time. Soon there were enough black people on the bus that there was nowhere to sit, but I didn’t move and they were forced to stand. Little did 
I know that my mom had gotten on at a later stop. She was furious that I didn’t offer my seat to one of the black people the moment it got too 
crowded.” She went on to explain how that moment completely changed her outlook on things, and how it shaped the rage and surprise she felt 
towards her home in the South after she moved North. Later she talked with me about how happy it made her to see that her grandchildren didn’t 
care about color at all with their friends, and how proud she was to see them participating in events such as the Women’s March, and how enraged 
she is at the recent rise in Islamophobia. This is someone raised in the Deep South, someone who was able to overcome racism and ignorance 
because she looked at her own past and reflected upon the actions she wasn’t proud of so she could change.

Looking into your own behaviors and the behaviors of people around you is an important action to overcome ignorance. Ex-Baltimore 
police officer Michael Wood was forced by colleagues to resign from the department due to his reports on instances of racism. In an interview, he 
described how difficult it was for even the most good-willed people not to follow discriminatory behaviors while in that setting, saying, “You’re in 
this culture, and it’s not that there’s this racist cop or mass racist organization, it’s just this culture that has these racist roots that you don’t think 
about, and it’s just what policing has become, and so you do it.” Wood explains in this statement the essence of this issue, why it’s not just about 
the racism of specific people, but in reality, a historical institutionalized racism that’s lingered due to unaddressed issues. Any institution, such as 
schools, corporations, and local and national governments will have some element of racism, which is only exacerbated by ignorance of the issue.

Pay Attention to Racism

March Madness Recap
By Timmy Gallagher

 This year’s March Madness tournament has come and gone, and 
with it came the usual highlights and memorable moments. Among 
these highlights were the countless upsets that occurred this year, 
such as Wisconsin beating Villanova, South Carolina beating Duke, 
and Xavier beating Arizona. On top of this, matchups such as North 
Carolina against Kentucky came down to the wire. Near the end of 
the tournament, the two Final Four games showcased the country’s 
best college teams out of a very competitive field. The game between 
Gonzaga and South Carolina started off as a blowout, with Gonzaga 
starting strong, but it soon became tight after South Carolina went on 
a 16-0 run late in the second half. However, Gonzaga regained the lead 
and ended up winning the game 77-74. The other Final Four game 
between North Carolina and Oregon was tight throughout, with North 
Carolina winning because of fundamentals, as Oregon was unable to 
box out for the rebound off of a missed free throw twice with seconds 
left on the clock.

 The final game put Gonzaga and North Carolina against each 
other for the ultimate title in college basketball. The teams were neck 
and neck the entire game, but North Carolina was able to pull ahead 
by three with less than thirty seconds left after an impressive layup by 
senior Isaiah Hicks. With fifteen seconds left, Nigel William-Goss’s shot 
was blocked by Kennedy Meeks which led to a fast break that put North 
Carolina up by five with just over eleven seconds remaining. Soon after, 
North Carolina stole the ball as Gonzaga dangerously pushed it up the 
court, and the clock hit zero. North Carolina finally was able to redeem 
itself from its depressing, last-second loss at the hands of Villanova in 
last year’s final. 

          Looking ahead, next year’s tournament looks to potentially 
contain as much excitement and skill as this year’s. While teams such 
as Duke and Kentucky show promise to take next year’s title, no one 
knows who will come out on top. This year’s tournament was filled with 
exciting, historic moments that will certainly carry on over into next 
March. 
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UNC Takes the Title

By Roni Fishbein

With this Sixers’ season coming to 
an end, it’s now time to look ahead 
to next season and the excitement 
that it will surely bring. Growth is 
obviously expected for a team that 
nearly tripled its win total from the 
previous season, but I am inclined 
to believe that the Sixers will take a 
major leap next season to become 
one of the NBA’s elite. With Ben 
Simmons at the point, Joel Embiid 
manning the middle, Dario Saric 
at the four or as the sixth man, and 
1-2 potential top-10 picks coming 
on board next season, the 76ers are 
primed to finally show the NBA what the Process was truly about. 

Top 3 NBA Draft Prospects for 76ers:
Markelle Fultz, PG/SG, University of Washington
Jonathan Isaac, SF/PF, Florida State University
Lonzo Ball, PG, UCLA

2017-18 76ers Season Predictions:
Ben Simmons: 16.2 ppg / 10.9 apg / 6.5 rpg
Joel Embiid: 24.1 ppg / 10.1 rpg / 3.5 bpg
Dario Saric: 14.2 ppg / 7.0 rpg / 4.8 apg
Robert Covington: 13.2 ppg / 5.8 prg / 39.2% 3pt

Record/Postseason Prediction: 52-30 (3rd in East) and reach Eastern 
Conference Finals

The 2017-2018 76ers

By Chris Van Buren

 North Carolina began its basketball season with a bitter taste 
left in its mouth from the crippling loss to Villanova in one of the most 
memorable title games in history.  Thirty-nine games later, the Tar Heels 
again found themselves at the cusp of greatness, one game away from an 
NCAA Championship.  Redemption was certainly in mind when North 
Carolina played Gonzaga for the March Madness crown.

 The game was close, with Gonzaga briefly taking a lead in the 
first half, but the score was back and forth throughout.  It was also quite 
ugly.  Both teams ran into foul trouble fairly early in the second half.  
With seven-footer Zach Collins fouled out and seven-foot-one Przemek 
Karnowski struggling to score in the paint against UNC’s Kennedy 
Meeks, Gonzaga was unable to maintain the rebounding and post-play 
they flashed earlier in the game.  

 The final minutes of the game were marred, some argue, by 
poor officiating.  UNC won a jump ball on a play in which Meeks’ hand 
clearly went out-of-bounds.  And a scramble for a rebound between 
Karnowski and UNC junior Joel Berry II resulted in two confusing 
technical fouls and free throws for both of them.  

 In the final moments, though, the game was decided by crunch-
time scoring.  Gonzaga could not score on Carolina in the last minute 
and twenty-five seconds, while the Tar Heels remained determined.  
With the sour, yet valuable experience of last year’s final game, UNC 
held onto its lead at the end of the game and secured a victory, 71 to 65.

By Jordan Denish

 The boys’ tennis team began the season with six straight 
victories, but the team faced its toughest opponent yet on March 
30 against Wissahickon High School.  Abington hosted the deep, 
talented Trojans team, one that Coach Wenders has not beaten in three 
years.  In the best of seven matches format, Wissahickon had dominated 
Abington 6-1 and 5-2 over the past two years.  However, Abington was 
confident and determined to continue their winning streak.
 Immediately, it was apparent that the match would be very 
close.  Abington needed four wins to take the match.  Wissahickon 
won at first doubles over juniors Andrew Garrett and Paul Perumaly 
and defeated fourth doubles pair David Galperin and Ben Ginsberg 
to take an early lead in the match.  Sophomore second singles Isaac 
Rockower and third singles Jordan Denish, a junior, then each won in 
two sets to tie the match at two wins apiece.  The final three matches 
each culminated in critical third sets to decide the match.  At third 
doubles, senior captain Chris Van Buren and freshman Sam Sharp won 
the first set, but they lost the next two sets, giving Wissahickon the 3-2 
lead.  With dominant net play, senior captain Andrew Weinstein and 
sophomore Alec Yarnoff overcame an early deficit to win 4-6, 6-3, 6-2.  

The deciding match was between senior first singles Greg 
Zlobinsky and Wissahickon’s first singles Andrew Tran.  After losing the 
first set, Zlobinsky rebounded to win the second set in a tie-breaker.  As 
rain began to sprinkle onto the court, Zlobinsky used this momentum 
to take a dramatic lead in the final set, 5-2.  Zlobinsky led the next game 
40-15, with two match points to come.  But Tran won the next two 
points, which placed the score at 40-40, deuce.  Unfortunately, at this 
moment, Mother Nature chose to open the skies further and poured 
down, driving the crowd to their cars.  The match was postponed, 
so Zlobinsky and Tran will finish their match at Abington another 
day.  Abington’s biggest victory of the season will have to wait.

To Be Continued: Boys’ 
Tennis vs. Wissahickon

Writers' Poll

how many games  will the phillies 
win this season?

Jordan  Denish:    76
Matt  Federman:    80
Roni  Fishbein:     74
Timmy  Gallagher:    70
Chris  Van  Buren:    82

                    WANT TO GIVE YOUR PHILLIES TAKE?
         CONTACT RONI  FISHBEIN, SPORTS  EDITOR


