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The Women’s March on Washington, D.C.
By Lily Sall

On the day after President Trump’s inauguration, what had begun as the Women’s March on
Washington grew into a series of marches and protests around the world on all seven continents. More
people protested on January 21st than attended President Trump’s swearing-in on January 20th.
The March was a movement for women’s rights and interests, and most protests and rallies
had speakers who spoke of the different challenges the feminist agenda faces in light of the current
administration’s rhetoric. Moreover, while there was conversation about stereotypical women’s issues
such as equal pay and reproductive rights, there were also discussions about intersectional feminism
and racial equality. The rallies strove to be inclusive of all feminists and the many issues faced by
different sectors of the female population. Though the marches were organized in resistance to
misogynistic rhetoric, the tone of many events was positive and determined.
As a response to certain remarks made by President Trump, many women wore pink hats with
cat ears in reference to a derogatory remark President Trump made several years ago. The sea of pink
hats at the rallies acted as a direct contrast to the red “Make America Great Again” hats seen on Trump
supporters. These hats in a typically feminine color were mostly knitted, a stereotypically feminine
domestic activity. Thus the pink domesticity of the women’s march contrasted the mass-produced, bold
red of the Trump supporters’ hats in pictures of various groupings.
One of the other interesting and even humorous parts of the Women’s March was the signs.
The many signs carried by those congregating across the country held slogans such as, “So bad even
introverts are here” and “Pigs are flying,” as well as “Super Callous Fascist Racist Extra Braggadocious”
(a play on supercalifragilisticexpialidocious from Mary Poppins). The signs acted as a communal
bond as people reacted to their favorite slogans and pointed out others’ witty plays on words to their
companions.
All in all the march demonstrated that the women of the country are ready to come together to further the feminist agenda and bring
gender equality further along over the next four years, as well as during the years after that.

It’s Time To Reform Midterm Scheduling
By Caeden Cloud

Imagine that it is the last four days of school in June. You’ve just taken a final exam, with another left to go in the day. Fortunately, you have a
few hours in between each exam. You could use the time studying for your next final, spending it with friends, or doing whatever you like.
Unfortunately for Abington students, June is still six months away. Rather than the sweet excitement of the fast approaching summer, we are
still stuck in the cold bitterness of winter, surrounded by other tests and term papers. The midterm schedule only adds to the enormous stress
students are placed under this time of year. Because of this, Abington’s midterm policy should be adapted to a format similar to that of finals.
One of the key differences between the two exams is that midterms are scheduled based on the department, whereas finals are scheduled
based on period. During midterms, many students that take multiple classes in a single department will end up with three or four exams a day,
with most of them being the same format as each other. Many students with multiple midterms will then attempt to reschedule their tests, which
then affect teachers’ plans and causes students to miss valuable class time. Scheduling based on departments only makes the exam week more
complicated and stressful.
The fact that everyone still has normally scheduled classes during their exams is another major issue. Due to varying schedules, many students
often have two exams back-to-back. Most other classes still carry on with teaching during the time, which leaves no timeframe for students to
distress or prepare for other exams. If teachers who are not testing treat their classes as study halls, then the purpose of having class would be
completely eradicated. Rather than making students go to their classes as normally scheduled, it would be more beneficial to students to offer them
guaranteed time in between exams.
Unfortunately, public education requires students to spend a certain amount of time a year in school. An argument against a midterm
schedule similar to the finals’ schedule would be that the required time would not be fulfilled, which would cause extra days to be added on.
Additionally, it would interfere with the bus schedule, which in turn affects the entire district. However, both of these issues can be solved by
making students stay the entire day. The bus schedule can remain normal, and the time needed to spend in school is met without any extra days.
For classes without midterm exams, students would either go to those classes for an extended period of time or have the option to go to large study
halls in the cafeterias or gym.
An adapted midterm schedule is something that many students
and teachers would support, and most other schools in the area follow a
similar schedule for both of their exams. Midterms are arguably the most
important tests of the year, accounting for 10% of final grades, and their
placement halfway through the year causes them to weigh current grades
more than finals do. It makes no logical sense for such an important test
to be scheduled in such a way that increases stress and interferes with
the scheduled classes. Following a finals-like midterm schedule would
undoubtedly benefit all students in Abington.
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Abington Student Remembered
by Maggie Davis
Although she had lived for several months in Abington, relatively few people throughout the community knew her. But those who did
remember Grace Packer as a sweet, cheerful girl, always willing to give a hug or help her peers at Abington Junior High with their math homework.
Grace brightened the life of everyone who knew her—until her own life was cut tragically and unjustly short.
In July of last year, 14-year-old Grace was reported missing to the Abington Township Police Department. She remained unfound until
October, when a group of hunters stumbled across her body in Luzerne County woods nearby. Within the past couple of months, authorities have
brought charges against Grace’s adoptive mother, Sara Packer, and her boyfriend, Jacob Sullivan, who is believed to have sexually assaulted the
teenager before leaving her to die and hiding her dismembered body in the woods.
Nothing can erase this crime from history, but several Abington mothers are determined to ensure that Grace be given all the respect
in death that her family failed to pay her during her life. On January 16th, these women, most of whom did not know Grace personally, held a
memorial service for the lost member of their community. Hundreds of people, many complete strangers, gathered at New Life Presbyterian
Church in Glenside to honor Grace.
Also in attendance was Grace’s birth mother, Rose Hunsicker, who regrets that she had only three years with her daughter before she lost custody.
“She was a lovable little girl,” Hunsicker remembers.
Now the women who organized the service have created the Abington Loves Grace Memorial Fund on GoFundMe to raise money for a
foundation that they hope to call On Gracie’s Wings. All the money raised will be used to help other children struggling through the foster care
system, along with victims of domestic violence.
“It is exceedingly painful to learn of what has transpired,” New Life’s pastor Marc Davis said during the service, “but it is essential...that
what was done in secret, thinking no one will see, no one will care, that it all come out—so that it can be named, so that it can be grieved, so that
it can be prosecuted and justice done. And so that we as a community can consider it and learn from it and in future better protect the vulnerable
among us.”

The Trump Inauguration
By Dennis Phan
This month, Donald Trump was inaugurated as the 45th
President of the United States. The new president vowed to unify
the country and pledged to make America thrive and grow more
prosperous. He took the oath outside the Capitol Building on January
20th, a day President Trump later declared a National Day of Patriotic
Devotion. This was one of his first executive actions as president.
In his
inaugural address,
he mentioned giving
power back to the
people, declaring
that the citizens
would become
part of a historic
movement. He also
stated that his focus
would be on putting
America first and that the U.S. is protected by God. News stations have
commented that the speech seemed rather dark, continuing the tone of
his rally speeches.
While the inauguration was taking place, President Trump’s
opponents held protests at places all across the country, including
Trump Tower and Washington, D.C. Many of the protesters stated that
they feared President Trump and wished to protect the values they hold
dear. The protesters, all worried about the future, included people such
as the actor Alec Baldwin and the Democratic mayor of New York, Bill
de Blasio. New York protesters fear what the administration could do
with undocumented immigrants and other vulnerable groups. While
the vast majority of protesters were peaceful, there were some who
rioted and engaged in acts of violence. For example, there was a clash
between protesters and police at the National Mall, where the police
took many into custody as the president was sworn in.
The level of resistance to the beginning of Trump’s presidency
has been greater than that of other inaugurations: over fifty Democratic
lawmakers also boycotted the inauguration, and President Trump’s
approval ratings before he took office were quite low for an incoming
president, as the relatively low attendance at his inauguration seemed to
illustrate.

Superbugs
By Matthew Rosen
In early January, a seventy-year-old woman in Nevada died
of a superbug, a microbe resistant to antibiotics. The specific bacteria
that infected her, Klebsiella pneumoniae, belong to a group of bacteria
called CRE—carbapenem-resistant enterobacteriaceae. In addition
to being immune to common antibiotics, CRE bacteria also resist
carbapenems—a recently developed type of antibiotic that is used
seldom—only
when all others
fail. The incurable
infection of the
woman—the first
such case to land in
the United States—
fended off all 14
drugs provided by
the Nevada hospital
where she was
being treated.
After the death of the woman, a sample of the nightmare
bacteria that killed her was sent to the Center for Disease Control of
Atlanta, Georgia, which concluded that no medication available in
the United States could have weakened the disease. Her death may
be remembered as the first of a stream of American deaths due to
incurable infections.
Prior to contracting the fatal infection, the woman had spent
years in India, where the overuse of antibiotics has led to the evolution
of the world’s most dangerous superbugs. Dr. James Johnson, a
professor of infectious disease medicine at the University of Minnesota,
believes that a significant number of current residents of the U.S. and
future travelers carry similar diseases to the one that attacked the
Nevada native.
Yet no new treatment for antibiotic-resistant bacteria will be
available in the near future; Dr. Alexander Kallen, a medical officer
of the CDC, believes that the superbugs’ unmatched strength is
concerning and that the bugs develop resistance to antibiotics more
quickly than they can be produced. As the U.K.-sponsored Review on
Antimicrobial Resistance reports, 10 million people globally will die
each year as a result of resistant bacterias if other methods are not soon
invented.
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10 Things to Be Happy About
in February
By Dionna Dash
1.

Midterms are over!

2. A second round of Select Choir singing grams
3. Snow days! (maybe)
4. Chocolate on sale after Valentine’s Day
5. Finally remembering to write “2017” instead of
“2016”
6. Getting off from school for Presidents’ Day
7. The satisfaction of seeing heaps of old notes in
the recycling bin and having empty folders
8. Sipping hot coffee or tea during first period
9. A warm, oversized sweatshirt on a cold, dreary
day
10. All the new TV shows, movies, and stand-up
comedy specials on Netflix
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A List of Cages Review
By Emily Goldfarb
Robin Roe’s debut novel, A List of Cages, is an extraordinary
tale of how unbreakable bonds of friendship intertwine with destiny.
This unique coming-of-age story employs a dual narrative perspective,
interchanging between Julian and Adam. Julian, age 14, is just
beginning his high school career but is already known as an outcast.
Julian’s love of picture books by Elian Mariner has singled him out from
the first day of school. In addition, Julian lives in a perfect house but
lives with anything but the ideal American family. In contrast, Adam,
age 17, is the big man on campus, and he seems to be known and loved
by everybody. Adam’s one and only foible is his ADHD. Logically, Julian
and Adam should have no reason to know each other—but fate doesn’t
always listen to logic.
The story opens in the typical teenage environment of high
school, the perfect place for drama and angst. Julian’s personality
is slowly revealed through backstory and narration. Through this,
the reader learns that Julian is often teased because of his quiet
demeanor, which in turn fuels his anxiety and lack of confidence.
Moreover, flashbacks reveal that Julian’s home life is a direct result of
a tragic car accident five years prior that stole both of his parents. As
the novel progresses, the reader discovers more and more about the
two protagonists—but all in all, one must read this book in order to
understand and appreciate the backgrounds of both these characters.

What to Watch: The Return
of Last Week Tonight
The History of The Wizard of Oz

By Grace Spurrier
Throughout the madness that was the election of 2016, there was
only one group that consistently seemed to be winning: late-night TV
hosts. Shows like Saturday Night Live, Late Night with Seth Meyers, Full
Frontal with Samantha Bee, and The Late Show with Stephen Colbert
satirized the two major party candidates relentlessly, with skits or
monologues that went viral just mere hours after they aired. However,
the one comedian who seemed to benefit more than any other was John
Oliver.
The British-born host of HBO’s Last Week Tonight has tackled
countless political topics in the show’s three-season run with witty
commentary backed up by investigative research meticulously done by
his staff. His weekly half-hour episodes will usually dedicate fifteen to
twenty minutes to delve into a single issue, allowing Oliver to comment
extensively on the problem and the people involved, finally offering his
opinion on what should be done. The show was quite popular before the
most recent presidential election began, averaging roughly 4.7 million
viewers an episode, but it was Oliver’s coverage of Donald Trump’s
campaign that put him on the map of late night TV, won him an Emmy,
and gave him a loyal following that has been eagerly awaiting the show’s
fourth season, due to premiere on February 12th.
A segment titled “Donald Drumpf ” is easily the most popular
piece the show has ever done. In a twenty-two-minute review of thencandidate Donald Trump, Oliver criticized Trump’s campaign rhetoric,
failed business ventures, and remarks about minorities, combining
scathing wit and humor with legitimate political conversation. At the
end of the segment, Oliver stated that Trump’s ancestors changed their
family name, Drumpf, when they arrived in the United States, a claim
that Trump had once criticized Oliver’s former co-worker Jon Stewart
for making over Twitter. Oliver took advantage of this opportunity and
began selling red baseball caps with the slogan “Make Donald Drumpf
Again,” a play on Trump’s infamous campaign slogan and merchandise.
In the end, the show sold out of 35,000 hats, and the video now has 23.5
million views on YouTube and 62 million on Facebook, permanently
marking Oliver’s place in the pop culture of this election.
After two months on hiatus, Last Week Tonight seems poised
to come back even better than ever. The beginnings of the Trump
administration certainly provide myriad topics for Oliver to cover, and
the show is preparing for its largest audience yet, thanks to all of the
viral moments it had last year. In a time when what we see on the news
is often bleak, a voice like Oliver’s is desperately needed: still grounded
in reality and covering real-world problems, but hilarious in the act of
doing so.

By the Ghost Detective
Once upon a time there were no fairy tales. The world was in
ruins. The stock market had crashed. A drought known as the Dust
Bowl had left farmers as weak and powerless as the crops that had
been destroyed. The time was the Great Depression. It was a time
when everything seemed bleak, like there was no way out. However,
in the midst of this chaos something beautiful was created: a dream of
somewhere over the rainbow.
In 1939, the world was in desperate need of hope. Although the
doors of the Great Depression were closing, nations across the globe
were ushering in a new tragedy called World War II. America and the
rest of the world needed hope. That hope came in the form of a film
based on a children’s book called The Wonderful Wizard of Oz.
The song “Over the Rainbow,” sung by Dorothy, a girl
dissatisfied with her home and dreaming of a world with magic and
wonder, was relatable to Americans at the time. This song–and the
film itself offered people a distraction from their misery. It told them
an enchanting story and took them to the wonderful world of Oz.
This film gave people joy, showing them that the world was not always
bleak. It didn’t end the war. It didn’t bring their sons back—but it gave
them hope. Why is The Wizard of Oz so timeless? Because in every
generation, we need hope.

MAKE YOUR VOICE HEARD!
COME TO A MEETING IN ROOM 240
THE FIRST WEDNESDAY
OF EVERY MONTH
OR E-MAIL US AT
pearllilydavis@gmail.com OR
pcvbjr@gmail.com
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Top 10 Pixar Movies
By Jimmy Touey

Ahhh...Pixar. For over two decades, this Disney-owned animation studio has
produced some of the greatest animated films of all time. The studio is famous
for coming up with outside-the-box ideas and loading them with tons of wit
and heart. Many of us have grown up with Pixar, and each of us has a favorite
movie.. Whenever anyone sees that bouncing lamp, he/she can guarantee that
a great movie experience is going to follow. Here is a ranking of all 17 of their
films based on critical reception, success, impact, legacy, and my own personal
opinion.
10. Toy Story 2 (1999)
After the massive success of the first Toy Story movie, Pixar was under a lot of pressure to produce a high-quality sequel. This second installment to the
legendary franchise did not disappoint. Instead of rehashing the first film, Toy Story 2 continues the story of the original movie and the journey of the
protagonists while introducing viewers to brand new, memorable characters such as the cowgirl, Jessie, and her horse, Bullseye. Much as the original
incorporated many adult themes, the sequel includes thoughtful talks of one’s purpose in life and the faith we have in other people.
9. WALL-E (2008)
WALL-E is pretty dark for Pixar standards. The movie is essentially about the end of planet Earth and how robots have become more human than humanity
itself. While that premise sounds depressing and morbid, the studio manages to make the movie a lot more uplifting than anyone might think. The film is a
perfect example of “show, don’t tell.” So much raw emotion in this movie is expressed with such a small amount of dialogue, and that’s an impressive feat in and
of itself. The film is pessimistic and optimistic about our future at the same time, and it says so little while saying so much.
8. Monsters, Inc. (2001)
If you were to take off the nostalgia goggles and look at Monsters, Inc. from fresh adult eyes, it would still hold up as an overall great film. The spin on the
“monster in the closet” concept is genius, the main characters are relatable and lovable thanks to the performances of John Goodman and Billy Crystal, and
there are tons of hilarious lines and emotional scenes. This is definitely one of the funniest movies Pixar has ever released due to the smartly written script and
creative animation. The producers knew what they wanted to do with the film’s creative premise and they absolutely hit the nail on the head.
7. Finding Dory (2016)
Many people were skeptical about Finding Dory because of the high bar set by the original, Finding Nemo, and the fact that the last time Pixar shifted the main
focus to comic relief didn’t turn out so well (Cars 2). However, this movie silenced the doubters, stepped up to the plate, and hit the ball out of the park. Finding
Dory has all the charm that made the original a classic, with great character development, great comedy, and stunning animation to match. Many people found
this out first-hand as the movie made over $1 billion at the box office and became the second-highest-grossing film of 2016 in the United States.
6. The Incredibles (2004)
The Incredibles was much more of an adult turn for Pixar. The film features a man going through a midlife crisis, conversations that not many children would
understand, and an insane villain who attempts to commit genocide on an entire race of people. However, there’s such much charm and intelligence in this
movie that it can appeal to both children and adults. There are just too many iconic scenes and lines to count. The Incredibles stands as not only one of Pixar’s
best features, but also as one of the greatest superhero movies of all time. The Incredibles 2 comes out in the summer of 2018, and you can guarantee that I’ll be
in the theater the first chance I get.
5. Toy Story 3 (2010)
When Toy Story 3 was announced, many people were upset that another installment in the Toy Story franchise was being made. That’s due in no small part to
how perfectly the second film seemed to wrap things up. This movie is definitely amongst the most emotionally driven that Pixar has ever made. It features the
characters that many of us have grown up with, and it’s refreshing to see after all these years that they’re the same group of toys we saw all the way back then.
This movie has a lot of weight to it, including a scene in which the toys nearly die in an incinerator and one of the most emotional endings to any movie ever.
4. Up (2009)
The first ten minutes of Up are some of the greatest ever put to film. Carl and Ellie’s story is so well told through visuals alone, and it’s hard not to get a little
emotional after you see her death. However, Up has much, much more to offer than just its stellar opening. It’s overall a fantastic adventure with characters
that you can really get behind. Throughout the movie, you want to see Carl complete his journey both for himself and for his wife. Despite having much more
dramatic moments than the usual Pixar film, the movie also brings in a lot of comedy with the hilarious talking dog, Dug. Up just has a spirit and heart that very
few films can come close to replicating, and it easily flies up into the #4 spot.
3. Finding Nemo (2003)
Finding Nemo was a defining movie of many childhoods. This is just a perfectly told journey with tons of memorable sequences, lines, and characters. The
dialogue is so well thought out, and it can get just as many laughs from the adults watching as from the children. The message of the film is even geared more
towards adults: allow your child to grow up and see the world for themselves. Like many Pixar movies, it relies very much on the relationships between its
characters, and the evolving bond between Marlin and Dory as they go on their journey is both hilarious and heartwarming at the same time. And if “hilarious
and heartwarming” isn’t the definition of a Pixar movie, I don’t know what is.
2. Toy Story (1995)
Here’s a tough task: try to find anyone who hasn’t seen Toy Story. The movie’s so legendary that you’ll be hard pressed to find anyone who dislikes it. As the first
100% computer-animated film ever made, Toy Story had a lot of doubters going into it. Did Disney take too big a risk on such a small studio at the time? Was
computer animation a worthy long-term investment? This movie stepped up to the table and announced to the world that a young and up-and-coming studio
named Pixar was about to change family entertainment forever. With wonderful characters, a great original story, and an unforgettable spirit, Toy Story is simply
a landmark in the history of cinema.
1. Inside Out (2015)
After years of making some of the most emotionally driven animated features the world has ever seen, Pixar decided that their next project would be about
the very concept of emotions themselves. And man, oh, man did they do a fantastic job at it. Everything wonderful about Pixar can be found in this film. It
has an extremely creative and ingenious concept that is taken full advantage of. Its screenplay is one of the best that I’ve seen from any movie. The characters
and performances (particularly by Amy Poehler as Joy) are all stellar. The animation is the definition of eye candy. And the film’s message of the importance of
sadness is very rare and hardly discussed in movies in general, let alone in movies primarily aimed at younger audiences. This is one of the few movies that I can
say is flat-out 100% perfect. Inside Out is a masterpiece that encompasses everything that is endearing about Pixar. It’s heartwarming, funny, thought-provoking,
heartbreaking, intelligent, and thrilling, and it is the magnum opus for one of the greatest film studios of all time.
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Film Based on Revolutionary Supreme Court Case
By Grant Gow
Back in November, director Jeff Nichols released
a new and powerful film, Loving, which tells the tale of
Richard and Mildred Loving, an interracial couple whose
relationship tested the Supreme Court and eventually
altered the Constitution.
Living in Virginia, the Lovings were constantly
discriminated against because Richard, a white man,
and Mildred, an African American woman, were not
supposed to be involved with one another. In order to
avoid Virginia’s laws against interracial relationships, in
1958, Richard took Mildred up to Washington, D.C. to get
married. The police of Caroline County, Virginia, found
out about their marriage and came into their house in the
middle of the night in order to take them to jail.
However, the judge ruled that they could remain
a couple as long as they stayed out of Virginia for twentyfive years. Eventually, the Lovings came back after winning
their case. Richard, who was a construction worker, moved
into their house, which he had built for their family with Mildred and their three children. He lived for another seven years before being killed by a
drunk driver. Mildred never relocated or remarried. She passed away in 2008.
The film stars Joel Edgerton as Richard Loving alongside Ruth Negga as Mildred Loving. Both of them deserve nominations for their
portrayals. Also deserving a nomination is the screenplay, which was written by Nichols. Aside from some minor flaws (some scenes tend to drag
on unnecessarily), this film is one of the best of the year.

Heard This
Month
By Dionna Dash

Ever heard your teacher say something that seemed
odd or funny? This section is devoted to providing funny
quotes that students have heard from teachers!
If you overhear your teacher say something humorous,
jot it down, and then let the Abingtonian editors know.
You’ll see your teacher’s quote in next month’s issue!
“I’m not legally allowed to do this, but feel free to slap yourselves
upside the head.”
-Ms. Lacy

“I think the whole purpose of having children is to torture them.”
-Mrs. Bowles

“They’re not suction cups because if you throw one
against a wall, it doesn’t stick.”
-Mr. Williams on geckos’ feet

“Whoever you are a tax deduction for, get them to sign it.”
-Mr. Gillespie on a permission slip

“Now you can either write me an essay or knit me a hankie.”
-Mr. Kummer

“When these fists of grammatical, academic fury get pumping,
people get out of my way.”
-Mr. Kummer

WORDLINK

Hey word puzzle lovers! Frustrated with life? Well, sit back, relax, and
fill out a wordlink. You play by creating a chain of compound words
from the first word all the way to the last. The first and second word
link to make a compound word, like in this example: Guitar and string
connect to make guitar string, string links with band to make string
band, and band and camp link to form band camp. Some of the words
even have letters filled in to help you out!
Think you solved the puzzle? Print your name at the bottom, cut out
your completed wordlink, and drop it off at the Wordlink box sitting
on the Abingtonian box in the library. YOU WILL BE ENTERED
INTO A DRAWING TO WIN A PRIZE! Winners will be announced
on the afternoon announcements! Best of luck!

SEEING
D __ __ __ __ E
__ A __ __
__ __ __
__ R __ __ __
__ __ __ E
__ R __ __ E
SHIFT
NAME:____________________
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The Anatomy of a Protest
By Alice Gao

Even before the train had arrived, there was an electrifying atmosphere in the air – a strange mixture of excitement, anticipation, and,
beyond all, relief, felt by the dozens of people crammed onto the platform of a normally calm Jenkintown Station on the overcast Saturday morning
of January 21st. Donning pink knitted hats and carrying handmade protest signs, Americans young and old, male and female, and of varying
ethnicities, sexualities, and religions crowded onto standing room only Septa trains hurtling towards Center City Philadelphia with a single, united
purpose: to voice their dissent of the hateful rhetoric-turned-policies of the new Trump Administration.
In Philadelphia, Washington D.C, Chicago, and hundreds of cities and towns in the United States; in Madrid, London, Melbourne, and
dozens of cities around the globe; in Antarctica, South America, Europe, and all seven continents – millions of people of all backgrounds and
creeds marched in solidarity with the popular majority of the United States. In Philadelphia alone, Mayor Kenny and other activists spoke to a
crowd of more than 50,000 who had flooded the Benjamin Franklin Parkway and up the steps of the Art Museum. What started off as a post on
Facebook on Election Night, a desperate attempt by a grandmother in Hawaii to find any resemblance of unity in a moment of despair, had turned
into the single largest day of political demonstration in the nation’s history.
Although officially deemed a “Women’s March,” demonstrators used this event as an opportunity to voice their support for various
progressive policies, including reproductive rights, LGBTQ+ rights, Black Lives Matter, voting rights, climate action, public education, and so on.
Unlike the demonstrations that engulfed the nation immediately following the election, there was no hint of raw anger and violent outrage. Of
course, the sense of outrage and disappointment was still prevalent among the crowds, but the shock and anger of the election had transformed
into another type of sentiment – one of resilience and determination.
However, history has shown that this turnout and sentiment, although offering hope and comfort to many who were disillusioned by the election
results, will not be enough to combat the upcoming threats against the social and environmental progress from the Trump Presidency.
Protests without a visible path to electoral success are simply demonstrations of anger and expressions of unharnessed potential. The Tea
Party Movement succeeded, in part, due to the large number of constituents constantly badgering their representatives and relentlessly pursuing
their end goals. Republican legislators, as well as Democratic ones in swing states, pushed against the Obama agenda in fear of losing support and,
ultimately, elections. With Donald Trump – a narcissist who has shown no regard for the well-being of America’s citizens – sitting in the Oval
Office and surrounded by yes-men, the White House is unlikely to adhere to the voices of millions of Americans, even those on its own doorsteps.
Without a concrete plan of action and massive political organization, the hope of change may simply teeter out as the Women’s Marches are
condemned to the backbenches of history as nothing more than a missed opportunity.

Mixed Report Card for Obama Administration
By Chris Van Buren
Establish Justice: A
President Barack Obama maintained balance in the Supreme Court throughout his two terms with the appointments of Sonia Sotomayor and
Elena Kagan. As an active judiciary, the Roberts court handed down landmark decisions addressing some of the nation’s most pressing disputes.
Most notably, the court legalized same-sex marriage nation-wide, acause prominently promoted by the Obama White House.
Insure Domestic Tranquility: D
Under Obama, race relations staggered. With the election of the first African American president, race struggles were in prime position to finally
be put to rest. Now, after two terms of Obama, much of the fifty years of mending and cooperation seem to have been forgotten.After riots in
Ferguson and Baltimore and tragic shootings in Dallas, Obama condemned the use of violence by protestors. But even asAfrican American
community leaders and police forces have begun working together in cities across the nation, the Obama administration has enacted no concrete,
long-term unifying solutions.
Provide for the Common Defense: F
Obama’s greatest achievement as commander-in-chief was authorizing the mission that found and executed Osama bid Laden in May 2011.
However, America’s fight against Middle Eastern terrorism has since disintegrated under Obama’s leadership. President Obamain 2008 ran on
the platform of bringing troops out of Iraq and refocusing in Afghanistan. Obamalater waited an entire year to aid Syrian rebels in their ongoing
civil war against the dictatorial Assad regime. ISIS now holds land in both Iraq and Syria as direct consequence of the power vacancy created by
half-hearted American intervention. Obama’s early exit in Iraq and late entry to Syria helped ISIS establish a land-owning, militant “caliphate.”
Citizens of France, Belgium, Turkey, and the United States were all victims of notabledeadly ISIS or ISIS-inspired attacks after Obama’s mistakes.
The president also allowed the trade of five imprisoned Taliban leaders for deserter Bowe Bergdahl, ruining a long and necessary rule of avoiding
negotiation with terrorists. President Obama has also endangered American citizens by issuing over 1,700 commutations, nearly all to drug
dealers and offenders. Obama’s commutations, some of the last actions of his presidency, have expanded the drug epidemic that is engulfing the
nation.
Promote the General Welfare: B
Perhaps President Obama will be best remembered for his capability to reverse the economic free fall following the Great Recession. The United
States economy has since added over 14 million jobs, and unemployment has reached a decade low of 5%. Additionally, President Obama’s most
notable program, Obamacare, has helped many of the 47 million Americans originally without health insurance become insured. However,
premiums have since become more expensive, largely due to the lack of market-incentivized competition between insurance providers.
Secure the Blessings of Liberty: C
Like the vast majority of United States Presidents, Barack Obama kept Americans constitutional rights intact on a macro scale. The onlynotable
threat to liberty the administration posed was in the continuation of post 9/11 policies resulting in the accumulation of citizens’ cyber information
in the National Security Agency. However, following the Edward Snowden leaks of 2013,Obama vowed to reform the mass surveillance program
and promised that Congress was dutifully overseeing the agency’s use of telephone records.
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Abington Students Active at Marches

To the English Department and Curriculum Office
By Elizabeth Belka

No student, regardless of how academically gifted, wants to lose faith in his or her school, in the very curriculum that supposedly was
designed to help him or her thrive. At this point in our lives, most of my Abington peers are familiar with our curriculum and its purpose. How,
then, in such a state of acquaintance, could a major realization about a fundamental flaw in the English department escape scrutiny. It has taken
me almost five years to realize that, in the entirety of my Abington career in honors English, I have read all of two required books by female
authors. They are To Kill a Mockingbird by Harper Lee, and A Raisin in the Sun by Lorraine Hansberry, both of which were covered in ninth grade.
In eleventh grade, Jane Austen’s Pride and Prejudice was one of three choices for an out-of-class term paper novel. Granted, every teacher has the
right to choose individual books from a wider curriculum, but school-wide, required reading is dominated by male authors.
Words can simply not describe the feelings of disgust and heartbreak that realization has brought me. I have read more works of Shakespeare than
by any female authors combined.
Of course it is a reasonable assessment that Shakespeare was and is integral to our literary heritage and culture at large, but is it not also
within reason to assess that female authors were just as prevalent? Are our stories without literary merit, our narratives beyond the scope of
academic comprehension? Are the works of female authors not taught in Abington because they do not exist, or do they not exist because they
are not taught? The formative years of youth are critical to the development of opinions and worldviews, and the malicious negligence of an entire
class of works is utterly disgraceful. Students have every right to encourage the growth of a curriculum celebrating the rich tapestry of the English
language, nurtured by authors from all walks of life. Without diversity, there can be only ignorance.

Yearbook Announces
Senior Best Athletes
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Kelly Jawork is one of Abington’s
top runners on the track team.
With a fervent work ethic and
contageous smile, Kelly routinely
shines in competitions. She is a
true student-athlete who excels
in academics and is passionately
involved at school. Of course, Kelly has plenty of time to spare while
she waits for her competition to
reach the finish line behind her.

George Reid is a star football
player on both offense and defense. Temple University’s new
football coach, Geoff Collins,
landed in a helicopter on Abington’s practice field in January to
visit George. Number 19 will be
attending Temple to play football
in the fall.
-Chris Van Buren
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Fanatics “Bus the Process” to Washington
By Roni Fishbein

Two Saturdays ago, I “Bussed the
Process.” I don’t expect most of you to
understand what this means, and you’re
probably better for not understanding, but
I’ll do my best to explain.
In the perplex universe that is
76ers fandom, I have become a part of a
cult. This cult is centered on a podcast
called “Rights to Ricky Sanchez” (RTRS).
This podcast was the first to coin the
phrase “Trust the Process” in reference
to the Sixers’ rebuilding efforts. The
listeners of the podcast, commonly seen
as worshippers of former 76ers general manager Sam Hinkie, have found ways to make their support of the team and their long-term plan well
known. First, there were RTRS home games. Hundreds of fans chanting ridiculous Hinkie-isms as the rest of the crowd joined in; then there was
the first away game for the RTRS crew, a.k.a. “Bus the Process.”
One hundred fans trekked to the Barclays Center to infiltrate the Brooklyn Nets’ stadium. Unfortunately, I was preoccupied with my final
SAT test, and thus unable to make the trip with the rest of the process-trusters. This past December, the podcast announced that the away game
this year would be January 14th, in Washington. I bought tickets immediately, eager to show my support for the dynasty growing right before my
own eyes. After a 120 minute bus ride, $10,000 dollars spent on a tab for the group (generously paid for by head coach Brett Brown), and a couple
dirty looks from Washington Wizards fans, the RTRS group made it to the Sixers vs. Wizards game.
Not one person could underestimate that the group was making an impact on the game. When the Sixers scored the stadium was raucous;
when the Wizards did it was nearly silent. The Sixers fed off the energy early on but ultimately fell to the Wizards largely because their star, Joel
Embiid, was inactive due to scheduled rest. The experience was incredible and was topped off on the court after the game, when Embiid came onto
the court to thank the RTRS group for their unwavering support. This team is so fun… so fun.
It’s incredible to watch them grow, and it will be so gratifying when they are truly contending. My advice to all of you readers is to get in on
the ground floor, and Trust the Process.

The Process is Working College Hoops Excites
By Jordan Denish

By Timmy Gallagher

After beginning the NBA season with a woeful record of 7-24,
the Philadelphia 76ers seemed like they would be headed towards
another year at the bottom of the league and another #1 pick in the
draft. It seemed difficult to continue trusting the potential of a team
that had finished the season among the worst two teams in each of
the past three years. However, the Sixers have finally begun to show
promise with their performance in the past month.

As is the case almost every year, NCAA basketball is one of the
most exciting sporting events to watch on television. The 2016-2017
season kicked off on November 11th, just over two months ago, and
the excitement it has brought has been nothing short of tremendous.
Despite it still being early in the season, a few teams have already
shown signs of potential for success later in the season.
Currently one of the teams leading all of college basketball
is, not surprisingly, the Villanova Wildcats. This hometown team
ended last year with one of the most historic wins in March Madness
championship history. The Wildcats have not let their success get to
them and have started off the season strong, despite having key players
Ryan Arcidiacono and Daniel Ochefu graduate after last year. This is
largely due to the tremendous play of senior Josh Hart, who leads the
team in both points per game and rebounds. The Wildcats now have
two losses, both in-conference to Butler and Marquette. As Villanova
remains a team to be feared nationwide, it is clear that the Big East and
other major conferences do not lack competition.
After Villanova, Kansas boasts an impressive 18-2 record.
Kansas has been phenomenal on both ends of the court. This success
can be largely attributed to the excellent all-around performance of
senior Frank Mason III. Also, Kansas has one of the top freshman in
the country, Josh Jackson. Jackson’s athleticism and superior skills on
offense and defense have helped the Jayhawks tremendously in their
season.
Rounding out the top three teams in all of college basketball is
the Gonzaga University Bulldogs, who currently hold a 20-0 record.
The Bulldogs’ deep bench, under the leadership of junior guard Nigel
Williams-Goss, has given them a plethora of options when it comes to
defense and offense, allowing the Bulldogs to react to everything that
has been thrown at them.
These teams and others all have one goal in mind: winning a
championship. No matter which team—Villanova, Kansas, Gonzaga,
or a dark horse—takes home the trophy in March, this season
promises to be every bit as exciting as the closing seconds of last
season’s final game.

The 76ers surged to win 8 of their next 10 games to own the
second best record in the league in January, trailing only the Golden
State Warriors. The team defeated three playoff teams from last season,
including the Toronto Raptors who made the Eastern Conference
Finals. The Sixers have been much more competitive and exciting to
watch in 2017. The team leads the NBA with 3 game-winning shots
in the final 5 seconds of the game. Also, the 76ers have embraced the
advantage of their home court, beginning the New Year with 5 straight
victories at the Wells Fargo Center.
On the court, the Sixers possess the youngest team in the
league with several talented players. Joel Embiid is inspiring the
team and the fans with his consistently dominant performance and
entertaining personality that could land him on the All-Star team as a
reserve. Despite playing limited minutes, Embiid’s projected statistics
for 36 minutes per game include 28.3 points, 11.2 rebounds, and 3.5
blocks. Point guard TJ McConnell is developing as the starting point
guard with impressive defense and an assist to turnover ratio among
the league leaders. Robert Covington and Ersan Ilyasova have emerged
as deep threats who the team will often turn to for important baskets
late in games. Jahlil Okafor has been productive offensively, but he is a
candidate to be moved at the trade deadline with an excess of big men
on the team.
With the All-Star break approaching, expectations for the
76ers are growing. Ben Simmons, the team’s first overall draft choice,
is nearing a return in late February or March to make his highly
anticipated NBA debut. The prospect of Simmons and Embiid
playing together will give opposing teams nightmares for the rest of
the season. While Embiid’s recent talk of playoffs has been met with
laughter, you should not write of this Sixers season just yet.

