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8. Don’t Th ink Twice

Don’t Th ink Twice is about a 
group of friends who are actors 
in an improv troupe called Th e 
Commune. Th e group deals 
with plenty of successes and 
downfalls, which include some 
of them getting big breaks as well 
as their theater shutting down. 
Don’t Th ink Twice provides an 
interesting look into the lives of 
struggling twenty-somethings 
as they maneuver their way 
around the comedy world and 
memorializes how they decide 
what is best for them even if it 
doesn’t suite everyone else around 
them. Don’t Th ink Twice is a 
fantastic dramedy showing love to 
the art of improv. 

7. Silence

Silence, Martin Scorsese’s passion 
project, is the story of two 
priests who travel from Portugal 
to Japan in the 17th century 
to fi nd their missing mentor 
and to bring Catholicism into 
Asia. While Silence may not be 
enjoyable for everyone due to its 
extreme violence, it does off er 
an incredible story as well as 
incredible cinematography thanks 
to Scorsese. Silence includes 
some strong performances from 
Andrew Garfi eld, Adam Driver, 
and Liam Neeson. It is a truly 
great epic historical drama.

(continued on pg. 4)
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Double  Down

By Grant Gow

2016 brought us some of the best 
fi lms in years. Here are the fi lms I 
believe were the best.

Honorable mentions: Sing Street, 
La La Land, Fences, Hidden Figures

10. Jackie

Jackie is an incredible fi lm led by 
an incredible performance from 
Natalie Portman, who stars as the 
former First Lady Jackie Kennedy. 
Jackie follows the First Lady as 
she was still in the white house 
until aft er her husband, John F 
Kennedy’s assassination. Th is 
fi lm shows her grief following 
the assassination and how she 
dealt with it. Natalie Portman’s 
performance is one of the best 
of her career. Incredible costume 
design perfected the unforgettable 
fashion of Jackie Kennedy, and this 
fi lm is not one to miss.

9. Arrival

Arrival takes us into the eyes of a 
world-renowned linguist, Louise 
Banks, played by the lovely Amy 
Adams. Banks is contacted by 
a United States Army Colonel 
played by Forest Whitaker and 
paired up with Ian Donnelly, a 
physicist portrayed by Jeremy 
Renner. Together, the two are 
taken to a U.S. military camp in 
Montana where one of twelve 
alien aircraft  has landed. Th ere 
Louise learns to translate the 
extraterrestrials’ language while 
the U.S. communicates with the 
leaders of countries where other 
aircraft  have landed. Arrival 
features brilliant commentary on 
communication and also includes 
an incredibly thought-provoking 
ending. It is one of the best science 
fi ction fi lms in years.

By Mark Kilimnik and Charlie Viola

        Aft er the Abington boys’ basketball team bested Plymouth Whitemarsh in Tuesday’s District One 
semi-fi nal, the Lady Ghosts were ready to stomp on their Suburban One rivals at Villanova. On Saturday 
night, the 22-5 girls’ team arose victorious aft er a wavering battle, securing the fi rst District One 6A title of 
the night.

Th e Ghosts entered halft ime down 36-25 to PW, who was led by Taylor O’Brien’s 17 fi rst half points. In 
the third quarter, Abington senior Britney James trimmed the Colonials’ lead to four points with an electric 
three-point shot that ignited the student section. With the quarter winding down, Camryn Lexow hit a three 
to keep the game within four points, followed by a Tamia Wessel three-pointer to bring the Ghosts within 
one. Another James three gave the Ghosts their fi rst lead since the fi rst quarter.  Abington’s defense also 
picked up in the third quarter, when the Ghosts outscored PW 18-5.

In the fi nal quarter, the Ghosts  silenced Taylor O’Brien and the Colonials.  Timely free throws and an 
impressive defensive eff ort in the fi nal minutes sealed the victory. Th e comeback win featured a 17 rebound 
and 10 point performance from senior Lizzie Oleary, and a 13 point eff ort from Kossondra Brown. Th e 
surest shooter on the court, Sam Brusha, led the Ghosts in scoring with 14 points. Abington conquered the 
Colonials by a fi nal score of 62-57.

Soon aft er the girls’ game, the boys took the court, facing Coatesville for the District One 6A title. By 
the end of the fi rst quarter, the Ghosts lagged behind the Red Raiders 11-13. But Abington evened the score 
at halft ime, increasing the tension between the massive Abington white-out student section and the adjacent 
Coatesville black-out. Aft er a deadlocked 9-9 third quarter, the score remained all even; it was still either 
side’s game.

Th en the Ghosts came alive. Rob Young fed a high pass to the basket, which Joe O’Brien traced through 
the air and slammed down to complete the alley-oop.  Th e white-out crowd went wild as Abington seized the 
momentum. Junior guard Robbie Heath then took the reins. Scoring 14 of his 30 points in the fi nal quarter, 
Heath repeatedly took the ball to the hoop, masterfully scoring in the paint and knocking down foul shots. Th e 
crowd was electric, and when Devin Harris, a star of Abington’s cheer team, fl ipped across the entire court and 
landed in a split directly in front of Coatesville’s stunned cheerleaders, she supercharged the entire Pavilion. 
Abington’s duo of sophomore starters was as invaluable as ever in the late minutes of the game.Lucas Monroe’s 
clutch block and remarkable hustle, most notably his tip-in aft er twice rebounding his own shot, as well as Eric 
Dixon’s 13 rebounds throughout the game, helped Abington jump ahead for the fi nal buzzer.  Abington 57, 
Coatesville 51.  For the second time of the night, Abington hoisted a District One trophy, and shouts of “Rufi o!” 
fi lled the Villanova Pavilion as the two teams and the monstrous student section rejoiced.

For the boys, this championship is their second in the past three years.  Th e girls last won the district 
title in 2010. Th e double victory is the fi rst time the same school has won District One for both boys and girls 
since 1985 and the first of its kind for Abington. Both teams are advancing to the state tournament, where their 
formidably loyal student section is sure 
to be waiting.

GO GHOSTS!!!

Top 10 Films of 2016
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Once on this Island - The School Musical
By Grace Spurrier

“There is an island where the rivers run deep.” So begins Once on This Island, Abington Senior High School’s spring musical. Students in the 
cast, crews, and pit prepared since November for the  performances, and they were ready to finally share their hard work with the school and the 
community on March 2nd, 3rd, and 4th at 7 pm and on March 4th and 2 pm. 

Once on This Island follows Ti Moune, a peasant girl who falls in love with 
Daniel Beauxhomme, a rich man from the other side of her island. Ti Moune 
believes she has found her long-awaited purpose in life when she saves Daniel’s 
life during a terrible storm, and she is determined to cross the island to be with 
him. She is guided through her journey by the four gods of her people, who each 
represent earth, water, love, and death and seem to be pulling strings throughout 
the story. In the end, love must conquer hate, prejudice, and even death for Ti 
Moune to reach Daniel.

The show featured a cast, crew, and pit made entirely of Abington students 
and staff and it even included several young cast members from various Abington 
elementary schools in featured roles. Most of the lead roles were double cast, 
leading to a different experience of the show at each performance. 

Once on This Island was a great a show for all ages with a unique message for the whole family. Congratulations to the cast and crew,  co-
directors Ms. Caiazzo and Mr. Myers, and conductor Mrs. Voight on a great set of shows!

How a New Secretary 
of Education May 
Affect Students
By Matthew Rosen
 
 After a lengthy hearing, President Trump’s pick for United 
States Secretary of Education, Betsy DeVos, was confirmed on January 
17th. Ideas she has advocated contrast with those currently in place 
and set by the Obama administration. Here are two likely ways in 
which the decisions of DeVos may affect students: 
 
 School Vouchers: School vouchers are state-funded 
scholarships that pay for eligible students to attend private or charter 
schools that meet certain parameters rather than public schools. At 
her hearing, DeVos stated that she would urge states to create voucher 
programs but not impose them. DeVos did not state whether or not 
she thinks that voucher-accepting private schools should be allowed 
to discriminate based on religion or require students to waive special 
education rights. Currently, the D.C. Opportunity Scholarship of 
Program of Washington, D.C., which provides up to $7,500 a year to 
low-income students to attend their private school of choice, is the 
only federally funded school voucher program. D.C. students who 
have received the scholarship are 12% more likely to graduate from 
high school than those who did not.  
 
 Measuring Student Success: The academic performance of 
K-12 schools and students is measured in one or a combination of two 
ways: proficiency and growth. Proficiency is demonstrated be reaching 
benchmarks, like a reading level; growth is measured in the rate of 
improvement of students’ output. DeVos may or may not rewrite 
Obama’s Every Student Succeeds Act, which gives freedom to each 
state in evaluating academic performance but requires that external 
reviewers approve each state plan for evaluation. In Pennsylvania, The 
General Assembly agrees annually to provide the same proportional 
funding to all districts with minor adjustments considering inflation 
and budget fluctuations. If a new act that requires measuring 
performance in a specific way is signed by DeVos, Pennsylvania will 
rely on a general formula for funding school districts in place of its 
current setup.

By Dennis Phan

 The Trump administration has started receiving visits from 
foreign nations. As they began their February 10th meeting, Japanese 
Prime Minister Shinzo Abe and President Trump exchanged an 
awkward handshake, but on the whole, the meeting went smoothly as 
they reaffirmed the U.S.’s commitment to defending Japan. 

On February 13th, Justin Trudeau, Canada’s prime minister, 
also visited President Trump. The two tried to bridge the gaps between 
the countries and make trade easier in an attempt to maintain friendly 
relations between the United States and Canada.

President Trump himself has done some traveling too, but Vice 
President Mike Pence has been especially active on this front, kicking 
off his visit to Europe in Brussels on February 17th. There, Pence 
reassured European leaders that the United States will be committed 
to cooperation with the European Union, affirming to a representative 
of the Union’s leaders that Europe could rely on Trump. He stated that 
the U.S supports NATO and that it will not waver in its transatlantic 
alliance with several European and Asian nations. However, Pence 
also urged Europe to increase its military budget. Several other 
surrogates for Trump, including Secretary of State Rex Tillerson, have 
also traveled to Europe to calm the region’s nerves. Despite this, many 
Europeans are wary of the administration, and some policy makers 
are particularly concerned about Trump’s protectionist tariffs. The 
president of the European Commission, Jean-Claude Juncker, has 
warned that the United States is in fact more dependent on Europe 
than many people realize.

Meanwhile, on February 13th, President Trump’s 
administration had Michael Flynn resign from his position as national 
security adviser for misleading Pence about his conversations with 
the Russian ambassador to the U.S. In Pence’s message to Europe 
from Trump, he vowed that Russia would be held accountable to a 
permanent ceasefire in Ukraine. In recent days, analysts have argued 
about the consequences of President Trump’s and Vice President 
Pence’s meetings.

Trump Administration 
Starts Interactions 
Abroad
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MAKE YOUR VOICE HEARD! 

COME TO A MEETING IN ROOM 240
THE FIRST WEDNESDAY 

OF EVERY MONTH
OR E-MAIL US AT

pearllilydavis@gmail.com OR 
pcvbjr@gmail.com 

We Can Guess 
Whether You Liked 
the Movie La La Land

Choose a season:  
 
(1) the weird period 
between winter and spring   
(2) winter  
(3) summer  
(4) fall   
(5) spring 
 
Choose a number:  
 
(1) four 
(2) nine  
(3) seven  
(4) three  
(5) one 
 
Choose a pattern:  
 
(1) plaid  
(2) stripes  
(3) stars  
(4) zigzags  
(5) polka dots 
 
Choose a mode of 
transportation:  
 
(1) bus  
(2) car  
(3) bike  
(4) plane 
(5) train 
 
Choose a city in 
Pennsylvania:  
 
(1) Erie  
(2) Harrisburg  
(3) Abington     
(4) Scranton         
(5) Philadelphia

By Lizzy Hilliard

Take this quiz and we’ll 
guess your opinion on 
the award-winning movie-
musical!

Choose a crayon color:  
 
(1) wild blue yonder
(2) inchworm
(3) purple mountain’s 
majesty
(4) razzmatazz
(5) fuzzy wuzzy  
 
Choose a shoe:  
 
(1) rain boot 
(2) tennis shoe 
(3) flip-flop
(4) high top     
(5) combat boot 
 
Choose a Beyoncé song:  
 
(1) “Single Ladies”  
(2) “Halo”
(3) “Love on Top”
(4) “Formation”  
(5) “Run the World” 

Choose an English teacher:  
 
(1) Mr. Hunt  
(2) Mr. Simmons 
(3) Mr. Saylor  
(4) Mrs. Bowles 
(Martinez) 
(5) Ms. Caiazzo 
 
Choose a dessert:  
 
(1) pie   
(2) fruit  
(3) ice cream  
(4) cake  
(5) cookie

Now, add up your responses! 
 
If your total is: 
 
10 - 15 
You haven’t even seen the 
film, you monster. There is no 
excuse. Many of your friends 
have asked you if you wanted 
to go with them to see it, and 
you declined, making up flimsy 
excuses like “It ’s my dog’s 
birthday!” and “I told my dad 
I’d give him a massage that 
day.” Then you sat in front of 
your TV with a bowl of mac and 
cheese binge-watching Game 
of Thrones. Why? You could 
just as easily have been sitting 
at Regal or the Hiway with a 
box of popcorn and doing 
basically the same thing. You 
claim to be human, yet you take 
this quiz for no good reason, 
merely to attempt to convince 
people you have a soul. What 
kind of a sicko are you?  
 
16 - 24 
You saw it, sure. But you hated 
every second of it. While the 
couple in front of you gazed 
into each other ’s eyes during 
“City of Stars,” you were 
vomiting into your mouth. Yes, 
okay, the sentiment behind it 
was very sweet, but let’s be 
honest: everything about La La 
Land was hyped up WAAAYYY 
too much. Who cares if Ryan 
Gosling learned how to play 
piano for this part? In your eyes, 
this film was the worst piece of 
“art” ever devised, and you 
despised it more than anything 
you have ever laid your eyes 
upon.

25 - 34 
You honestly really didn’t like it 
that much. You actually wanted 
to like it going into it, and maybe 
you were even excited to see it, 
but regardless of all of that, when 
you sat down in that reclining red 
chair, you just were not amused. 
There were some moments that 
were kind of nice, but dancing 
in the sky? Come on. It had 
potential, but it fell through. 
 
35 - 42 
You liked it okay. It was pretty 
good, but it wasn’t your favorite. 
That being said, the music was 
quite catchy, and you were 
humming that “bum bum bum ba 
da bum bum bum ba da BUM 
BUM BUM BA DA bum bum bum 
BA da” thing for at least a week 
afterwards. All the dancing was 
pretty cool too, but it just didn’t 
deserve a million awards. There’s 
a very large possibility you mostly 
came for Ryan Gosling and then 
stayed for Ryan Gosling.  
 
43 - 50 
You loved every moment. You 
laughed (ha-ha). You cried 
(boo-hoo). When the credits 
scrolled across the screen, you 
were grinning from ear to ear. 
You left the theater and vowed 
that you would organize a 
flashmob of dancing on cars 
in the Abington High School 
parking lot. You bought the 
soundtrack off of iTunes with that 
gift card you’ve been saving 
since Christmas. You have seen 
every spoof of the film that exists 
and every interview Emma Stone 
and Ryan Gosling have ever 
had. Your phone wallpaper is the 
promotional poster for the movie. 
You are not ashamed.
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6. Christine

Christine is the story of Christine 
Chubbuck, a 1970s news reporter 
who committed suicide during a 
live broadcast. Rebecca Hall gives 
a haunting performance in playing 
this incredibly complicated 
woman. Christine follows our 
title character in her last days and 
portrays the downward spiral 
leading to her death. The movie 
offers us a glimpse into one of 
the most interesting stories in 
media and journalism history 
while showing us the tragedies of 
depression. Fantastic costume and 
set designs throw the viewers into 
the 70s as if they were in the same 
news station. This is a daring look 
into a horrific tragedy caught on 
camera. 

5. American Honey

American Honey is the story 
of a young girl named Star 
who has a hard family life and 
decides to leave her life behind 
her and join a group of misfits 
working as traveling magazine 
salespeople.  This nearly three-
hour road trip film is truly a 
masterpiece, and it features a 
breakout role from newcomer 
Sasha Lane and a comeback role 
for Shia Labeouf. American Honey 
may be a long film, but it all pays 
off in the end.

4. Indignation

Indignation is a well done film set 
in the 1950s. It follows Marcus, 
played by Logan Lerman, who 
is raised in a Jewish household 
in Newark, New Jersey, and who 
moves to Winesburg, Ohio, and 
attends Winesburg College. There, 
he deals with a conflict of religion 
when he is forced to attend Chapel 
meetings at his college, and then 
meets a troubled girl dealing with 
conflicts of her own. Indignation 
is a film that shines some light 
on the conflicts of religion and 
mental illnesses in general and has 
a great but incredibly sad ending.

3. Hell or High Water 

Hell or High Water, an incredible 
modern-day western/heist film, 
is about two brothers, played by 
Chris Pine and Ben Foster, whose 
farm is being foreclosed by Texas 
Midlands Bank. In response, 
the brothers begin to pull off a 
series of robberies against Texas-
Midlands-owned banks so they 
can pay off their farm. The film 
also follows an aging sheriff

named Marcus Hamilton (played 
by the incredible Jeff Bridges) 
who chooses to take on the case, 
as it is his one last chance to be 
involved in such a situation. The 
film flips back and forth between 
the brothers as they carry out 
their robberies and then back to 
Hamilton and his partner as they 
hunt the brothers down. With an 
incredibly witty script penned 
by Taylor Sheridan, Hell or High 
Water is a must-watch. 

2. Manchester by the Sea

Manchester by the Sea is a gut-
wrenching drama about an 
alcoholic named Lee Chandler 
who works as a janitor in 
Quincy, Massachusetts. After Lee 
learns of his brother’s passing, 
he returns to his hometown of 
Manchester, Massachusetts, to 
take care of his nephew. However, 
Lee isn’t accepted back into 
his community because of a 
past that shook the small town. 
Casey Affleck, who plays Lee, 
gives an absolutely incredible 
performance of a man trying to 
make sense of his life again while 
still grieving about the past. The 
supporting cast of Lucas Hedges 
and Michelle Williams is also 
spectacular. This incredible but 
sad film is one to be seen, and 
it gives an incredible insight 
into grief and how it can affect a 
person’s life. 

1. Moonlight 
Moonlight is an incredible film 
about an African-American man 
named Chiron growing up in 
the slums of Miami during the 
War on Drugs. Moonlight follows 
Chiron through three stages of 
his life: childhood, teenage years, 
and adulthood. Chiron is played 
by three different actors in the 
three different stages. This film 
include details about the many 
conflicts Chiron faces, including 
a drug-addicted mother played 
by Naomie Harris, as well as 
bullying based on his sexuality 
and poverty. Chiron finds 
parental figures in the local drug 
dealer, played by Mahershala 
Ali, and his girlfriend, played 
by Janelle Monae. Moonlight 
handles its subject matter in a 
beautiful way and cleverly uses 
three different spectacular actors 
to play Chiron as he deals with 
the struggles of growing up and 
adulthood. This is one of the best 
films of the last year and now one 
of the best of all time. 

 
6. Music Area/Auditorium 
I cannot actually confirm or deny 
that a bathroom exists in this 
area, but if there is one here, it 
is probably pretty decent since 
mostly administrators, guidance 
counselors, and music teachers 
would use it. Also, I would hope 
that it is well kept since it is where 
everyone coming for a play or 
concert would have to go.

(Update: I’ve recently found out 
that this bathroom lacks proper 
ventilation. Users report difficulty 
breathing normally.) 
 
5. Upstairs T 
The Upstairs T has good water 
fountains outside, but only two 
of the sinks work, and last year 
someone had a tradition of 
missing the end urinal by a few 
inches every time. Otherwise, all 
doors are on their hinges. 
 
4. Downstairs T 
“Avoid the T” does not apply for 
bathrooms. In a very convenient 
location, this restroom features 
one hundred percent working 
sinks and a futuristic water bottle 
filler outside. Tip: when drinking 
from the water fountains, the cold 
water sinks to the lower fountain. 
 
3. Interdisciplinary Wing 
It is big, new, and rather 
unpopular–like Phil from Econ. 
 
2. Gym Lobby 
This restroom is not fancy, but it 
is seldom used and has a water 
fountain with high pressure—
useful after an intense game of 
pillow polo. With more charm 
than the interdisciplinary wing, 
the Gym Lobby edges its way into 
second place. 
 
1. Courtyard 
I know what you are thinking. 
There is no bathroom in the 
courtyard; it’s outside! I would 
now like to point out that that 
is a contradictory statement. In 
the courtyard, you can be one 
with nature and do your business 
anywhere you please, and what is 
better than that? 

(Disclaimer: The Abingtonian does 
not endorse this behavior.)

By Chris Van Buren 

We all look for the same 
important aspects in each of our 
schools: teachers, educational 
facilities, personality, available 
extracurriculars and–well... 
From worst to best, naturally... 
 
11. Pool Locker Room 
It’s something out of a dream. In 
a marsh of dilapidated lockers, 
you wallow through half an inch 
of water. A musty haze rolls in 
and permeates your innards. 
There is no door on the stall–or 
toilet paper for that matter–but at 
least some kid kindly left his wet 
swim trunks on the bench for 
your disposal. 
 
10. Social Studies Wing 
I am sure the girls know what I 
am talking about here, since for 
years there was actually no door 
in the entrance to this bathroom, 
making it essentially part of the 
hallway. With a flushes-per-
usage ratio of about 1 to 8, this 
bathroom comes in at second 
worst. 
 
9. Gym Locker Room 
It’s a shame no one actually 
showers after gym anymore. Plus, 
there is the usual no stall door 
nonsense. Double plus, there 
is always some bro on towel-
whipping duty, so keep your 
head on a swivel when you find 
yourself down here. 
 
8. Science Wing 
Someone always opens the 
windows, making it freezing 
most of the school year. 
Otherwise the science wing is not 
that bad. 
 
7. Language Wing 
Science’s upstairs twin, the 
language bathroom is usually in 
decent shape. Know in advance 
that it has been BYOPT (bring 
your own paper towels) for quite 

High School Restroom 
Power Rankings
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Hey word puzzle lovers! Frustrated with life? Well, sit back, relax, and 
fi ll out a wordlink. You play by creating a chain of compound words 
from the fi rst word all the way to the last. Th e fi rst and second word 

link to make a compound word, like in this example: Guitar and string 
connect to make guitar string, string links with band to make string 

band, and band and camp link to form band camp. Some of the words 
even have letters fi lled in to help you out!

Th ink you solved the puzzle? Print your name at the bottom, cut out 
your completed wordlink, and drop it off  at the Wordlink box sitting 

on the Abingtonian box in the library. YOU WILL BE ENTERED 
INTO A DRAWING TO WIN A PRIZE! Winners will be announced 

on the aft ernoon announcements! Best of luck!

SEEING
D __ __ __ __ E

__ A __ __
__ __ __

__ R __ __ __
__ __ __ E

__ R __ __ E
SHIFT

NAME:____________________

Ever heard your teacher say something that seemed 
odd or funny? This section is devoted to providing funny 

quotes that students have heard from teachers! 

If you overhear your teacher say something humorous, 
jot it down, and then let the Abingtonian editors know. 
You’ll see your teacher’s quote in next month’s issue!

“Say it like you’re catching a squirrel, you know what I mean?”

-Mr. Kummer

“Did you say ‘government’ and ‘morality’ in the same sentence? 

Ha ha. That’s funny.”

-Mr. Gillespie

“My five will be very fivey.”

-Mrs. Karcher on difference between her 5’s and s’s

“Why would you bother to get ice cream if you get 

a flavor that tastes like fruit?”

-Mr. Penderghest

“Don’t scare my mom; she might be armed.”

-Mr. Gillespie

“We have to talk a lot about sex tomorrow. If you don’t know what 
that is, Google it. Google ‘sex,’ but no image search.”

-Mr. Levandoski

By Dionna Dash

Heard This 
   Month

By the Ghost Detective

If you have nothing better to do than read this review, then 
you’re not watching the right TV shows on Netfl ix. Netfl ix’s new hit 
television show A Series of Unfortunate Events is fi lled with tragedy 
and misfortune. It tells the dismal tale of the three Baudelaire children, 
Violet, Klaus, and Sunny. Aft er their parents die in a fi re, the three kids 
are sent to live with their closest relative: the horrible and dreadful 
count Olaf. A wicked man, he merely seeks the Baudelaires’ fortune, 
left  to them by their parents. Olaf treats the children like his slaves by 
forcing them to do ridiculous amounts of work and depriving them 
of their basic human needs. Eventually, using their wits, the children 
escape the custody of Olaf, but he chases aft er them in all sorts of 
disguis es. 

Th e TV series properly adapts the dreary and dreadful yet 
strangely whimsical mood of the books. Th e actors are charming and 
loyal to their written counterparts; Count Olaf ’s actor in particular, 
Neil Patrick Harris, does an impressive job of capturing the brutal and 
harsh (yet occasionally funny) character. Th e show has only 8 episodes; 
however, every two episodes are based on one of the fi rst four novels 
in the book series, Lemony Snicket’s A Series of Unfortunate Events. 
Overall, I must give this wonderful new show the fi ve out of fi ve stars it 
deserves. Be warned, however, that you may feel empty aft er fi nishing 
the series because it is such a great TV show.

A Netfl ix Nerd’s Review of A 
Series of Unfortunate Events

 By Dionna Dash
1. The sound of rain pattering on the window 

pane right before you fall asleep
2. Finishing your term papers for English and 

History
3. Warmer temperatures (hopefully!)
4. Finding a new book that you enjoy so much 

you read it in a week
5. Getting to sleep in every Saturday morning
6. Seeing that movie that you always wanted 

to see but could never fi nd time to
7. Getting a real letter in the mail (not one 

that’s begging you to apply to their college)
8. Your favorite artist releasing a new song 

that you love
9. Getting an A on a really tough project that 

you spent a long time completing
10. When someone unexpectedly compliments 

   Things to Be Happy
    About in March

WORDLINK
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By Grace Spurrier 

Pennsylvanians heard a lot from Senator Pat Toomey last fall. 
The incumbent senator’s campaign against Democratic challenger Katie 
McGinty has been declared the most expensive Senate race in U.S. history, 
with both candidates spending more than $164 million combined. 
Pennsylvanians were inundated with television commercials from the 
two campaigns, and it was considered to be one of the most competitive 
races in the nation. Although final polls shortly before the election were 
split, Toomey was ultimately elected with 48.9% of the vote. However, 
Toomey’s actions in the first few weeks of his second term have shown 
that, no matter how much Pennsylvanians have been forced to listen to 
him during his campaign, he is not ready to return the favor.

Toomey has not held an in-person town hall in his state since 
2013, and has never held a town hall in the Philadelphia area as senator. 
While this kind of inaccessibility went unnoticed in his first term, the 
daily public controversy caused by the Trump presidency has driven concerned Americans across the nation to their congressmen and women, 
with local offices receiving more mail and phone calls than ever in recent memory. In Pennsylvania, local activists have begun “Tuesdays with 
Toomey,” weekly meetings at the senator’s in-state offices, particularly those in the Philadelphia area, to attempt to register their concerns about 
upcoming Senate votes on some of Trump’s nominations and policies. However, their voices have not been heard, as evidenced by many of 
Toomey’s recent votes on Capitol Hill.

The battle over the confirmation of Betsy DeVos as Trump’s Secretary of Education is the clearest example of Toomey’s disconnect. Fellow 
PA senator Bob Casey reported an increase in constituent contact in the weeks leading up to the vote, and reported that 90% of the calls his offices 
received regarding DeVos were in opposition to her nomination. Though Toomey’s offices have not reported these kind of numbers, it is estimated 
that he received a phone call every 2.5 seconds during office hours within that period. The fact that Toomey voted to confirm DeVos in the end 
was, to many critics, a betrayal of his campaign promise to not simply vote “yes” for everything Trump proposes. This was further evidenced in his 
vote to confirm Attorney General Jeff Sessions and to silence Senator Elizabeth Warren on the Senate floor.

Toomey recently attempted to appear more engaged by holding a “tele-town hall” on Thursday, February 16th. The event was announced 90 
minutes beforehand, and in the course of approximately 45 minutes, Toomey answered just ten questions from Pennsylvanians. If Toomey thinks 
hastily arranging a short video meeting in the middle of a workday qualifies as engaging with his constituents, he is sorely mistaken.

Senator Pat Toomey cannot continue to ignore Philadelphia. Although the city voted overwhelmingly against him last November, with only 
17% of Philadelphia voters supporting his re-election bid, it still houses over a million of his constituents, all of whom he is obligated to represent 
in Congress. By not holding town hall meetings to hear from Philadelphia residents, Toomey is leaving them out of the democratic process of the 
United States government. If Toomey continues this evasive practice for the next five and a half years of his term, he will be guaranteeing his next 
re-election failure. 

By Alice Gao

Town halls have suddenly become the hottest tickets in America. As Washington empties out during the Congressional Spring Recess, many 
senators and congressmen are heading home to greet and listen to their worried constituents at in-person town hall events. In tiny towns across the 
nation, people lined up for hours to get a seat at overflowing events held by their congressmen. For every packed room, dozens — if not hundreds 
— more waited outside. Activists, drawing off of the Tea Party opposition to Obamacare, have mobilized thousands of concerned citizens, not paid 
protestors, to engage with their local representatives and sway Congress to oppose Trump’s agenda from grassroots up. 

 However, for every congressman who meets with his constituents this month, there are two evasive Republicans desperate to stay invisible 
and avoid conversations with concerned constituents over health care, the environment, and the ever-looming topic of Donald Trump. Many of 
these congressmen have resorted to “tele-halls,” or conversations over Facebook live in an attempt to seem engaged. However, these “tele-halls” allow 
politicians to filter questions and avoid potentially ugly topics (i.e. Donald Trump and Obamacare). Most notably, Senator Pat Toomey has not held a 
town hall in over three years and claims that his recent “tele-hall” was sufficient interaction. However, Toomey has failed to represent, or even engage 
with, his constituents on his recent votes concerning Trump’s nominees. 

 To draw Republicans out of hiding, some activists have suggested holding town halls without them. Set a date and time during this recess, 
and then invite your local state or federal representative to join you. This way, politicians who refuse to come or refuse to set up another date in 
cases of genuinely conflicting times will be on the record as purposely evasive of those whom they were elected to represent. Such records, although 
seemingly minor, can be potentially damaging in re-election bids.  

Many organizations and websites have pushed for greater participation and access to already scheduled town halls. For instance, the Town 
Hall Project has compiled a list of congressional town halls, accessible through a zip-code search. Additionally, information concerning meetings 
with congressmen, mayors, and other elected officials—both state and local—as well as future protests and events is available through Move On’s 
Resistance Recess webpage. 

While waiting for Pat Toomey to come out of hiding, Representative Brendan Boyle is holding the first of a series of town halls on Sunday, 
February 26th, in Flourtown. 

How to Lure Toomey (and Other Republicans) 
out of Hiding

Senator Toomey’s Listening Problem
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By  CJ Petetti

When President Trump issued by executive order a travel ban on refugees and immigration from seven Middle Eastern countries, it 
received an overwhelming amount of backlash from the left and sparked days of protests across the nation. While the original order was halted by 
a Seattle judge and the President’s appeal for a temporary stay on the halt denied by a federal appellate court, there was no need for such hysteria 
following the issuance of the order, much of which was propagated by unfair media coverage. Primarily, although deemed by critics as a “Muslim 
ban,” that was obviously not the case since most countries with a Muslim majority population were not on the list.

The rollout of the order was sudden and chaotic, and should be rightly criticized as so. However, that does not diminish the fact that the 
President has the right to issue this type of ban. The 
Immigration and Nationality Act states: “Whenever 
the President finds that the entry of any aliens or 
of any class of aliens into the United States would 
be detrimental to the interests of the United States, 
he may by proclamation, and for such period as 
he shall deem necessary, suspend the entry of 
all aliens or any class of aliens as immigrants or 
nonimmigrants, or impose on the entry of aliens 
any restrictions he may deem to be appropriate.” A 
temporary, 90 day restriction on immigration will 
give the new administration time to review and 
revamp the current vetting system.

Furthermore, a majority of the prior 
administrations have restricted immigration to 
some degree. In addition, this list of countries 
banned were countries declared “countries of 
concern” by former President Barack Obama. 
Despite the unjust attacks, this ban proves that, 
unlike most politicians, President Trump is 
willing to carry out with promises he made on the 
campaign trail. 

By Lizzy Hilliard

 For Preventing the Students of Young Romances in Abington 
from Being a Distraction to their Peers, and for Making Them 
Beneficial to the Public
 From the ages of 12 to 18, youth find themselves prone to 
contracting a highly contagious illness scientifically labeled as “puppy 
love.” While many students misdiagnose themselves with an entirely 
different syndrome called “true love,” which rarely occurs in minors, the 
far more common puppy love has permeated Abington High School’s 
campus and wreaks havoc on the school day for scholars trekking 
through the hectic halls. As a result, the healthy find their travel in the 
building greatly compromised. Three out of five students claim that 
when an attachment of ill youths obstructs their path, the audacious 
pupils willingly separate the two, some without even adorning the 
rubber gloves recommended by health specialists, and pass between 
the invalids. This temporary solution poses an extreme risk, and a more 
permanent treatment, namely, a room in the building dedicated to 
maintaining the needs of the ill, will be far more effective.
 Because the malady’s symptoms hold severity beyond the 
understanding of the fortunate individuals who have never experienced 
its pain, those who endure the effects of puppy love will benefit from 
a separate room in which they can sustain their needs, including lip 
interactions, sweet nothings, and never-letting-go, for the duration 
of approximately four minutes at a time. Subsequently, puppy lovers 
will be airlifted to their classes and permitted four “I miss you” texts 
throughout the course of each period. 
According to a recent study, ninety-three percent of healthy students 
assert that, without their ill peers in the halls, the risk of disruption 
diminishes by a factor of twenty percent, and with the attention spans of 
youths so low, implementing processes to discourage distraction holds 
more importance than ever. With an infirmary for the infatuated, the 
bookish backpack-bearers will reach their classes in ample time, and the 
ailing romantics will receive treatment as needed.

Justification of the Travel Ban

A Modest Proposal…

President Trump’s executive order banned travel from seven countries in Africa and the 
Middle East.
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By Timmy Gallagher

 On February 18th and 19th, New Orleans hosted the NBA’s All-Star Weekend. This event was filled with 
the spectacular performances and fun moments that we all have come to expect at events like these. 

The weekend kicked off with the Skills Challenge. In this event, players must make a three-point shot, 
pass the ball through a ring, dribble through obstacles, and hit a layup. For the second straight year in a row, 
the competition between players was also a competition between the guards and the forwards. In the end, the 
forwards emerged victorious as last year’s rookie sensation, Kristaps Porzingis, took home the trophy. 

Next was the Three-Point Competition. In this event, the league’s best shooters all take five shots from 
five different locations around the three-point arc. This year, the three finals qualifiers were Kemba Walker, 
Kyrie Irving, and Eric Gordon. In the final round, Walker came in third, as Irving and Gordon tied. This led 
to an intense tie-breaker round in which Gordon beat Irving and won the trophy.

Another highlight of the All-Star weekend was the Slam Dunk Competition. In the first round of 
this competition, each participant gets three tries to perform two dunks of his choosing and is subsequently 
graded on his dunk. The two participants with the highest combined scores then advance to the finals. In 
the final round, the two competitors get to perform two more dunks and whoever has the highest number of 
combined points at the end is crowned champion. This year, the two participants that advanced to the final 
round were Derrick Jones Jr. and Glenn Robinson III; Robinson won the trophy after Jones failed to complete 
one of his dunks.

To finish off the weekend, the players competed in the main event, the All-Star Game. In this game, 
the league’s top players from each conference compete for bragging rights over one another. The game always 
is competitive, but, at the same time, fun and light-hearted with players trying to perform the dazzling plays 
and dunks throughout. This year, the Western Conference beat the Eastern Conference 192-182 and the MVP 
was Anthony Davis, who scored 52 points (an All-Star Game record) and had ten rebounds. In the end, this 
year’s All Star Weekend was another memorable and fun event that this NBA season has produced.

Kings Strike 
AgainBy Jordan Denish

 Throughout the month of March, the Phillies will play their Spring Training games at Spectrum Field 
in Clearwater, Florida. Many fans will decide to take the trip to Clearwater for the warm weather, baseball, 
and autographs. The team has many questions to answer as they continue their process of rebuilding for 
the future. The Phillies finally released their last piece of the 2008 World Series puzzle when Ryan Howard’s 
2017 team option was declined. This allows the Phillies to be younger and to give their young players and 
prospects a chance to show their talent at the Major League level.  

In Clearwater, prospects J.P. Crawford, Jorge Alfaro, and Mickey Moniak highlight the Phillies’ 
potential. Crawford, ranked as baseball’s #6 prospect, has a chance to make it to the major leagues this 
year. Crawford already has impressive defense and patience at the plate and is projected to develop power. 
Alfaro was acquired in the Cole Hamels deal with the Texas Rangers in 2015, and is expected to be the team’s 
catcher of the future. He has shown solid power and arm strength but needs to work on his plate discipline 

before a permanent call-up to the big 
leagues. Moniak, the 2016 #1 pick, is 
just 18 years old, but his outstanding 
speed, contact, and patience are 
reasons that the fans should be 
excited. Moniak has the ability and 
willingness to use all fields, which 
forecasts a high batting average in the 
Major Leagues.

The Phillies have their youngest 
team in years with a dynamic rotation 
that will look to grow as a pitching 
staff.  Aaron Nola and Vincent 
Velasquez aspire to improve upon 
up and down seasons in 2016.  Jerad 
Eikhoff and Jeremy Hellickson are 
stable starters who go deep into games 
and give the relievers rest.  Offensively, 
Maikel Franco and Odubel Herrera 
hope to continue to develop into the 
core of a weak offense that ranked 
last in the Majors in runs scored last 
season.  This Spring Training will give 
fans a look at how this team should 
develop for the 2017 season.

Welcome Back, Baseball!

By Roni Fishbein

     While most teams were taking 
a brief hiatus during the NBA’s 
All-Star weekend, the Sacramento 
Kings were in a frenzy trying 
to find trade partners for their 
star center, Demarcus Cousins. 
Cousins is the league’s best center 
and arguably one of the game’s top 
5 players. 

     The Kings shipped Cousins 
to the New Orleans Pelicans for 
a package highlighted by Buddy 
Hield and the Pelicans’ 1st round 
pick (top-3 protected) in the 2017 
NBA Draft. Cousins, who was 
already in New Orleans for All-
Star Weekend, was told about the 
trade in his post-game interview 
session and seemed rather 
unsurprised and apathetic. Most 
speculate that the main reason 
that the Kings moved on from 
Cousins was that he had a bad 
personality and was not part of 
the culture/image that the Kings 
wanted to portray, but Cousins’s 
charity work in the Sacramento 
community speaks for itself and 
goes against the notion that he 
is a self-centered player and an 
apathetic person. 

     Cousins will join a fellow All-
Star in New Orleans, Anthony 
Davis, where they will form the 
best frontcourt tandem in the 
entire league. Cousins and Davis 
are the only two players in the 
last four years to average over 
20 points and 10 rebounds per 
game each year. This trade, while 
mindboggling, is not surprising 
for a team like the Kings. Just two 
years ago, Vlade Divac, the Kings’s 
general manager, shipped away the 
team’s 2019 1st round pick along 
with Nik Stauskas and the right 
to swap 2016 and 2017 1st round 
picks to the 76ers for several salary 
cap purposes. 

     Two things are clear from 
this trade: New Orleans just got 
much better, and Vlade Divac and 
Kings owner, Vivek Ranadive, 
are incapable of running an NBA 
team.

NBA All Star Weekend


