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FLY, EAGLES, FLY!!! SUPER BOWL CHAMPS!
By Jordan Denish

EAGLES WIN THE SUPER BOWL! EAGLES WIN THE SUPER BOWL! EAGLES WIN THE
SUPER BOWL! EAGLES WIN THE SUPER BOWL! EAGLES WIN THE SUPER BOWL! EAGLES
WIN THE SUPER BOWL! You have to keep telling yourself this in order to believe it, but for all of
Philly, the feeling could not be any sweeter.
The Philadelphia Eagles played every last second of the game in order to defeat the New England
Patriots by a score of 41-33. The team continued to excel and enjoy their underdog mentality by
pulling off this upset to bring home Philly’s first ever Super Bowl Championship.
In order to combat the Patriots’ dynamic offense, Nick Foles needed to play a near-perfect game, and he impressed the entire world audience
with his performance in Minnesota. The Super Bowl MVP accounted for 373 passing yards and 4 total touchdowns to surprisingly outduel NFL
MVP and five-time Super Bowl champion Tom Brady. Foles fearlessly launched the ball downfield, attacking a weak Patriots secondary with
the confidence and poise of a savvy veteran. Philly fans could not have asked for a better performance from their backup quarterback after the
heartbreaking torn ACL to MVP-candidate Carson Wentz. This game’s wildly entertaining offensive explosion saw 1,151 combined yards, breaking
the record for the highest total amount of yards in any NFL game ever.
The Eagles took advantage of the Patriots’ early miscues to quickly build a lead. After trading field
goals, Foles threw a deep pass to Alshon Jeffery for a majestic 34-yard touchdown catch, and the
Patriots turned the ball over on downs on the ensuing possession. In fact, on a critical 3rd down,
coach Bill Belichick called a trick play that left Tom Brady wide open to receive a pass from wide
receiver Danny Amendola. But Brady dropped the pass and LeGarrette Blount attacked New
England’s run defense for 60 first-half yards and a bulldozing 21-yard touchdown run to give Philly a
15-3 lead. As the game approached halftime, the Patriots answered with a scoring drive of their own,
which culminated in a slippery James White dashing and cutting through the Eagles’ defense for a
26-yard touchdown. However, Nick Foles drove the Birds down the field in two minutes, leaving the
team with a 4th and goal from the 1-yard-line. Coach Doug Pederson made one of the gutsiest calls
of Super Bowl history by calling a play that resulted in running back Corey Clement taking a direct
snap and pitching the ball to tight-end Trey Burton, who passed the ball to a wide-open Nick Foles
in the end zone for an astonishing touchdown. Thanks to Foles’ catching advantage over Brady, the Eagles finished the first half leading 22-12.
In the second half, the Patriots roared back with an unbelievable offensive outburst that relentlessly attacked the Eagles defense. Both offenses
seemed unstoppable as they traded massive amounts of yards and touchdowns. Brady opened the 3rd quarter with a touchdown drive lasting two
minutes and 45 seconds, where the future Hall of Famer made an effort to target tight-end Rob Gronkowski. On this drive, Gronkowski caught
four balls for 68 yards, including a five yard touchdown. Foles calmly responded by leading an 85-yard drive that finished with an incredible throw
to a streaking Corey Clement in the back of the end zone. Once again, Brady countered with a quick scoring drive that concluded with a 26-yard
touchdown pass to Chris Hogan, trimming the Eagles’ lead to 29-26. On the next Philly drive, the Patriots held the Eagles to Jake Elliot field goal
in the beginning of the 4th quarter. With the Patriots’ first opportunity to take the lead, Brady continued to shred the Eagles secondary with a
five-yard touchdown pass to Gronkowski in the corner of the end zone. Brady’s performance allowed him to finish with a postseason record 505
passing yards and three touchdowns while Amendola, Gronkowski, and Hogan each finished with over 100 receiving yards.
With the Eagles trailing 33-32 and only nine minutes remaining, it was Foles’ turn to answer with the most important
drive of his life. The offense concentrated on gaining one first down at a time, including a crucial 4th down conversion
to tight-end Zach Ertz. On a 3rd down play from the Patriots’ 11-yard-line, Foles passed to a slanting Ertz for what
appeared to be a touchdown. After a lengthy review from the officials, the touchdown stood, but the Birds failed
to convert their two-point conversion, resulting in a 38-33 lead. Unfortunately, the Eagles left Tom Brady with two
minutes and 21 seconds: plenty of time for Brady to orchestrate a potential game-winning drive. On the second
play of this drive, the Eagles’ defense finally made a game-changing play. Defensive end Brandon Graham pushed
through the offensive line to swat the ball out of Brady’s hand and Derek Barnett recovered the fumble. After being
frustratingly silent for much of the night, the defensive line finally made some noise by creating the most influential
turnover in the game. The offense ran the clock down to one minute and five seconds, and Jake Elliot knocked a 46yard field goal to give Philly a 41-33 lead.
Without any timeouts, Brady needed to drive the Patriots 91 yards for a touchdown and a two-point conversion in order to push the game to
overtime. Brady converted a 4th and 10 to momentarily keep New England’s hopes alive, and he eventually brought the offense to midfield for
a desperation Hail Mary attempt. With only nine seconds remaining, Brady avoided a tackle, stepped forward, and chucked the ball, leaving the
entire crowd in Minnesota holding on for dear life. The ball bounced off of Gronkowski’s fingertips and jumped around the pile of players until
finally hitting the ground as the clock reached 0:00. The Philadelphia Eagles were Super Bowl Champions. Chaos broke out in Minnesota and in
Philadelphia as the Birds finally hoisted the Lombardi Trophy. Fans cheered and fireworks erupted as the Eagles paraded U.S. Bank Stadium and
dumped yellow Gatorade on Doug Pederson’s shoulders. The wait was finally over! Abington students celebrated through the streets of Keswick
to help begin one of the biggest celebrations in sports history. Nick Foles, Brandon Graham, and the entire underdog Eagles’ team pieced
together an incredible performance to create an extraordinary moment that will be forever cemented in Philadelphia history.
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Frustrated by the Epidemic of Sexual Assault
Cases in Hollywood? #Me Too.
By Catherine Fantuzzo
After all of the sexual assault cases revealed in late 2017, over
three hundred leading women in Hollywood brought in the New
Year kissing the shame of the past goodbye, rallying together and
originating movements against sexual assault.

The TIME’S UP and #MeToo movements began to give
a voice to women who have experienced sexual assault and
harassment. These movements are up and running for many
reasons, the most important being to give women a safe,
protected platform upon which to make their voices heard.
The #MeToo movement began when Twitter user, Alyssa
Milano, sent out a tweet that read, “If you’ve been sexually
harassed or assaulted write ‘me too’ in response to this tweet”.
In the following twenty-four hours, nearly half a million
women (and men) retweeted the hashtag. Victims came out
of the woodwork to either tell their story or simply retweet
the hashtag. According to Milano, the goal of the tweet was
to give people a sense of the magnitude of the problem.
The fact of the matter is that men like Charlie Rose,
Harvey Weinstein and Bill Cosby don’t only take form in the Hollywood industry. There are Harvey Weinstein’s in our offices, Bill Cosby’s in
our businesses, and Charlie Rose’s in our schools. In response to all of this, TIME’S UP, created by actress Reese Witherspoon, producer Shonda
Rhimes, and director Ava DuVernay, was created. TIME’S UP partners with industries and corporations around the country to ensure equality and
safety in the workplace, provided people are willing to speak up...which is why the Golden Globes were so important.
The TIME’S UP movement is more commonly associated with the Golden Globes Award Ceremony where actresses (and actors) wore all black
to represent and support the TIME’S UP movement. This enormous show of support from women and men with strong vocal platforms is a huge
advancement of this cause. If you hadn’t heard of the TIME’S UP movement or the #MeToo movement before, you did after the Golden Globes.
It was the talk of CNN, Fox News, and the entire Hollywood industry for at least a week after the show. But popularity and name familiarity
are nothing without the fact
that this provides even more
encouragement for those who are
victims of sexual assault. The goal
is for victims to see these women
of status and privilege standing
up for them and making the
statement that this is wrong and
needs to be addressed and, with
time, mended.

Movie Theatre to Open in Willow Grove Mall
By Matthew Rosen
On Wednesday, January 24, Abington Township’s Board of
Commissioners approved a proposal to open a Studio Movie Grill in
the place of the former J.C. Penny store. The movie theater is planned
to open by Labor Day Weekend, 2019 (the Classes of 2018 and 2019
will be gone by then) and will include 11 screens and 1,100 seats.
Moviegoers will be able to summon wait staff with seat buttons and
order food and drinks before and during the show. The Cheesecake
Factory will remain on the third floor, above the two-story theater
complex, and offer alternative meals for film-watchers. A complete
recording of the township hearing is available on Abington
Township’s YouTube channel “Abington Township.”
Plans to build a movie theater in the Baederwood Shopping
Center, an area accessible to Abington inhabitants, failed to gain
township approval in 2011. Besides the Highway, a 1-screen theater,
present Abington residents must drive around 20 minutes to reach
the nearest cinema, Regal Warrington. The Studio Movie Grill will cut
that travel time in half for most Abington students, and the commute
will be even less for Willow Grove locals.
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The Hunchback
of Notre Dame

By Grace Spurrier
Stepping into
the music wing after
school is like entering
a different world, filled
with choir singers,
a two-story balcony
under construction, an
orchestra warming up,
and costumes being
meticulously sewn. The
cast, crew, and pit of
Abington Senior High
School’s production of
The Hunchback of Notre Dame are hard at work in preparation for next
month’s spring musical performances. It is an honor for Abington to
be one of the first high schools in the country to perform this version
of Victor Hugo’s classic novel, and one that those involved in the
production are not taking for granted.

Hunchback tells the story of Quasimodo, the bellringer of Notre
Dame Cathedral in fifteenth century Paris. Quasimodo is hideously
physically deformed, and so has been kept in the bell tower his entire
life by the pious but cruel Archdeacon Dom Claude Frollo. When he
finally escapes to attend the annual Feast of Fools, his life is forever
transformed by his encounters with the kind gypsy Esmeralda, the
army captain Phoebus, and the outside world. The epic musical features
songs from the Disney film version, with additional compositions by
Disney legends Alan Menken and Stephen Schwartz, but be warned:
this Hunchback is much darker than its animated predecessor, sticking
much closer to the tragic storyline of Hugo’s novel.
After auditions in November, the cast began rehearsing right

away, with crews and pit starting soon after. Over one hundred
students have been diligently preparing for the last two months for the
production, and while there is still work to be done, they are eager to
share their work with the school and community.
The Hunchback of Notre Dame is being performed at the Senior
High School Auditorium at 7 pm on March 8th, 9th, and 10th, and at 2
pm on March 10th.
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Trouble in South Sudan
By Matthew Rosen
In 2013, two years after gaining independence from the
Republic of Sudan, South Sudan broke into civil war. President Salva
Kiir, the leader of South Sudan, accused eleven lesser officials of trying
to overthrow him. These officials denied such claims and joined a
rebel group, which continues to fight the South Sudanese government
mitigation efforts by the international community.
Fearing an expansion of war beyond South Sudan, Ethiopia,
regional chair of Africa’s Intergovernmental Authority on Development
(IGAD), has sent officers to the divided country to attempt to facilitate
treaties between President Kiir and the opposition. These talks have all
failed. A ceasefire enacted on December 24, 2017 was violated within
hours. South Sudanese civilians in border towns like Aboko have fled to
an adjacent and still dangerous area of Ethiopia, Gambella, where the

influx of people have created competing commands for land and water.
The African Union (AU) and the United States have proposed
imposing a firearms embargo and other sanctions on South Sudan,
now in its fifth year of internal battling. South Sudan’s government
has expressed objection to these measures. An army spokesperson has
stated that the military is actively trying to, “Win... the minds and hearts
of our people,” and that restrictions will not bring peace.
Negotiations between government and opposition
representatives will resume later this month in Ethiopia’s capital, Addis
Ababa, where (unsuccessful) agreements have been made before. The
opposition has threatened to wage guerrilla warfare if the upcoming
talks do not result in an end to the conflict.
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College Applications
Review & Advice
Hello to all! My name is Melissa Denish, and I am a senior here at
Abington Senior High. I recently completed my college applications and
would like to give some tips to any underclassmen.

1. Start writing your essay in the summer- Even if you do not
know what topic you want to focus on, or the prompt, just start
writing. Think about what makes you unique or what shines you
in a good light.
2. Visit schools early- I started in my sophomore year. Because
there are so many schools and many are far away, choose a few
to visit on each trip or vacation. During Winter Break, visit two
that are near each other. On a vacation to see relatives, find the
closest school and
ask for a tour.
3. Research- Every
college has a
website with loads
of information: Use
it! The websites not
only give detailed
information
about admissions,
but also provide
information regarding research opportunities, scholarships, and
majors/minors.
4. Think about yourself- What subjects do you like in school? Do
you like cities? How close/far away from your family would you
like to be? Class sizes? Faculty-to-student ratios?
5. Money, money, money- Do you have any connections to certain
schools? For instance, my friend’s mother works at a university,
which allows my friend to receive partial/full tuition to certain
schools. Additionally, another option to save money would be
to consider attending Montgomery County Community College
for two years and then transferring to another university.
6. AP Credits- Some schools accept AP courses, which means
you can opt out of some General Education or first semester
courses. Normally, schools accept high scores: 5s, 4s, and some
3s. However some schools don’t accept AP course credits at all.
These tend to be the more prestigious schools: Ivy Leagues and
the like.
7. Common Application- The Common App is the easiest way
to go, in my opinion. For anyone who isn’t familiar with the
Common App, it is a single application that many schools
will accept. There is a similar version called the Coalition
Application, but less schools accept it, and it is a newer platform
with which universities and guidance counselors are less
familiar. My suggestion is to take advantage of the Common
Application, but don’t discount colleges that do not accept it.
Penn State is not a part of the Common Application, yet it is still
an amazing school and worth applying to.
8. Teachers- Try to think of eleventh grade teachers that would
say great things about you in a recommendation letter. Maybe
you excelled in his/her class, or she/he worked with you on
an independent project. You can use tenth or twelfth grade
teachers, but schools tend to prefer those from eleventh grade
(recently in their class yet have known you for a full year).
9. Relax- You will end up where you are meant to be. And if the
school you choose isn’t a right fit, you can always transfer. Stay
positive!
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Redefining Black History
By Khairi Tahir
Black History month is an annual commemoration of the
achievements of Black people. This celebration spurred from Negro
history week , mandated by Dr. Carter G. Woodson (founder of the
national association for the study of negro life and history) in 1926.
In 1986, the United States congress passed public law 99-244 which
designated February as Black history month. Unfortunately, many
school systems have limited Black history to the narrative of so called
“African Americans”, which begins with one of the most horrific
experiences a human could possibly undergo - slavery. Many teachers
then narrate the tale of Black people’s fight for human rights in
America, specifically the reconstruction era and civil rights movement.
I would agree that it is imperative that we share these events, because it
is in fact apart of Black history.
However, the problem is that many Black students have come
to believe that there is no history of significance predating the wicked
seizure of African people to America, leaving them in an insecure
posture. As we celebrate Black history month this year, let us remember
that Black history did not start in the slave ships of European colonists.
Black history starts at the beginning of human civilization millions of
years ago in the heart of Africa. Let us remember the great dynasties of
Egypt, Songhai, Ghana, Moor, and Mamlook. Let us also remember the
ingenious minds of George Washington Carver, Madam C.J. Walker,
Benjamin Banneker, Dr. Shirley Jackson, and others. Let us remember
the revolutionary minds of Booker T. Washington, Marcus Garvey,
Elijah Muhammad, and Fred Hampton. Let us never forget. Happy
Black History Month.
Unsung Hero
Elijah Muhammad was a Black nationalist who led the Nation
of Islam from 1934 until his unfortunate death in 1975. He was born
on October 7, 1897 in Sandersville, Georgia. Born into a cycle of
economic disenfranchisement, he was forced to drop out of school with
only a third grade education, to work as a sharecropper to earn some
money for his family. Even with little education and lack of economic
resources, he was able to build an independent Black organization, that
advocated for Black unity and self-determination. The Nation of Islam
was the only organization able to counter every problem affecting the
Black community. The Nation of Islam was responsible for the building
of schools, Islamic temples, grocery stores, bakeries, and barbershops.
One of the greatest strengths of Elijah Muhammad was his ability to
inspire leaders such as Malcolm X, Muhammad Ali, and others. Elijah
Muhammad had a great impact as a religious leader, activist, and a
liberator.
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10 Things
WORDLINK

to Be Happy
About in February

by Dionna Dash

DISH

1. Midterms are over! (hopefully your chances at
A’s this year aren’t…)
2. Maybe we’ll get more snow days

__ __ __ E __

3. When you do a lab in science class that blows
your mind

__ E __

4. The Oscars are almost here, so you have a
reason to go watch a bunch of awesome movies
in preparation

__ __ N

5. February 5th is World Nutella Day, February
17th is World Pancake Day, and the entire
month is dedicated to honoring Black history

__ __ __ E
__ __ __
__ __ __ E

6. It’s the only month when you can see adorable
puppies playing football in the Puppy Bowl
7. You can vicariously achieve your figure skating
dreams by watching the Olympics
8. Guess who’s back, back again. Singing grams are
back, buy one for a friend.
9. When you start learning about an event you’re
super interested in during history class
10.
Just when you think there are two or three
more days in the month, there aren’t!

RECORDER
Heard This Month
By Dionna Dash
“Do you know the nuts and bolts song? Nuts
and bolts, nuts and bolts, you are screwed.”
- Mr. Zanetti
“I love Texas. We need more swords.”
- Mr. Garry on Texas’ open-carry sword law
“You two are the dumbest things I’ve ever taught in my life.”
- Mr. Kummer
“My wife has this dumb-looking thing that she wears don’t tell her I said that - that’s like a rug.”
- Mr. Garry
“Sometimes I just wanna put them in a sack.”
- Mr. Turner on puppies
“That’s even better than ‘the dog ate my homework.’ ‘Dylan stole it.’”
- Mr. Garry on a student’s excuse for not doing their homework
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Girl Scout Cookies: Ranked Trump Does Not Deserve
All of the Credit for Growth
By Joey Nolan

It’s everybody’s favorite time of year again, girl scout cookie
season. As everybody knows, there is a wide selection of cookies to
choose from, and when it comes down to it, it can be a very hard
decision in deciding which to buy. So for all of you Girl Scout Cookie
lovers out there, I took it upon myself to conduct a survey and relay
to you some of my personal opinions in this article. Here is my own
personal analysis of each cookie, in order from best to worst:
1. My number one spot would have to go to the Thanks-a-Lots. They
are the perfect cookie, with and excellent flavor. They are extremely
underrated for what they are. The best part about them is the
fact that they are one of the only cookies that actually fills out the
packaging with a sufficient, non-deceiving amount of cookies.
2. Second would have to go to the timeless classic, the Thin Mint. Thin
mints are THE Girl Scout Cookie, the name that strikes fear in the
hearts of the other cookies. Everybody knows and has tried one of
these delicious little mint-chocolate covered cookies. These crispy
bite-sized wafers make you keep eating more and more until you’ve
eaten a whole box, yet somehow you’re left with no regrets.
3. Closely following the Thin Mints would have to be the Peanut
Butter Patties. The hard outer-shell of chocolate around the smooth
peanut butter on a soft circle of cake gives a sort of snap when you
bite through the chocolate layer, and it is oddly satisfying. On top of
all of that the taste is extraordinary.
4. Fourth has to go to maybe the best tasting cookie on the list, the
Caramel deLites, also known as Samoas. You may ask, “If they taste
so good, why are they halfway down the list, Joey?”. And to that I
say, the packaging. It genuinely angers me how few cookies they fit
in a box that can fit twice as many.
5. Lemonades, another horribly underrated cookie. The sour and the
sweet blend perfectly, and they actually fill out the packaging. My
big problem with these is that I feel like I can’t eat more than one.
They have this effect where the first few are good but then it’s just
gross. They also leave an aftertaste that I am not a big fan of.
6. Coming in at sixth is the S’mores, the most “eh” cookie I have ever
had. They certainly are not bad, but just aren’t anything special. The
flavor is fine, the texture is like “good… I guess” and overall they
just are not something i go crazy for.
7. Peanut Butter Sandwiches, we already have Peanut Butter Patties,
why make a worse peanut butter cookie? If you want one of these go
out and buy some of those ritz peanut butter things, it’s literally the
same thing.
8. You all know what’s coming, actually, you probably don’t, because it
is the most forgettable and irrelevant cookie in history: Shortbreads.
They don’t necessarily taste bad, but why do they exist when all the
others are so good? You can say I’m being too hard on them, but
c’mon, who cares about “Shortbreads”.
So, as you can see, I am very passionate about my girl scout
cookies, and as previously stated, I surveyed one hundred people,
students, teachers, parents, and everyone else, to see what the most
popular Girl Scout Cookie was. I was not necessarily disappointed
with my results, but I cannot say I was too pleased either. So without
further ado, here are the best Girl Scout Cookies, as ranked by various
Abington residents.
1. Thin Mints - 29 votes
2. Caramel deLites - 19 votes
3. Peanut Butter Patties - 18 votes
4. S’mores - 12 votes
5. Lemonades - 11 votes
6. Thanks-A-Lots - 7 votes
7. Peanut Butter Sandwiches - 3 votes
8. Shortbreads - 1 vote

By Caeden Cloud
One of Donald Trump’s go-to accomplishments to rant about on
Twitter is the economy. Economically, the United States is doing very
well right now, but due to Obama Era policies. The following graphs
show the stock market and unemployment rates when both Obama and
Trump took office, and you can see that through both administrations,
they all follow the same trend line from the end of the 2008 Recession.
So yes, it’s true that unemployment rates are at an all-time low, but they
aren’t because of Trump. Graphs courtesy of The Washington Post.
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Point/Counterpoint: State of the Union
By Caeden Cloud
Trump’s first State of the Union Address overall was a welldelivered and well-written speech that seemed to resonate greatly with
his base; however, many moments in the speech were worrisome, and to
be honest, somewhat dictator-like.
He started strong and the first half hour of the speech was very
optimistic, other than a passive-aggressive comment about the national
anthem that alienated black protesters. He started by talking about
economic success; however, he doesn’t necessarily deserve all of the
credit. He mentioned that the African American unemployment rate is
the lowest ever and motioned to the Congressional Black Caucus, but
they were mostly silent in response. This was the only time throughout
the speech minority rights were
explicitly mentioned, and he used it
simply as a bragging point.
His speech really started
to go downhill when he went into
immigration reform. Immediately,
he began with a statement about how
immigrants cause crime, something
that is still as statistically inaccurate
as it has been since the beginning of
his campaign (multiple studies have
shown immigrants are less likely
to be criminals than natural born
citizens). He also really crossed a line
when he started talking about MS-13,
then said their prominence is due to
a “loophole” for Dreamers. Later in
the speech he said, “Americans are
dreamers too,” which really shows
his apathy and ignorance. Dreamers
are American and deserve the same
opportunity, and he should not belittle
those people.
He later started to talk about his plans for the next year. I agreed
with many of the things he mentioned, but I wouldn’t hold him to any
of those promises; they seemed to be pandering and contradictory to
his previous statements and actions. It’s also important to note that
while every Democrat was wearing a purple ribbon for the opioid
epidemic, and Trump touched on the issue, he never proposed a specific
solution as he did with other things. His goals for bipartisanship seem
quite hypocritical and hard to achieve when many of his Twitter rants
are against all Democrats in general.
His international policy stated to get really scary when he
brought up Jerusalem. He said countries that disagree with American
policy won’t receive any foreign aid. This is a very dangerous game
to play that historically has led to many conflicts and wars. During
the World Wars, dictators got what they wanted by threatening other
countries, and Trump seems to be starting down that path. It’s very
important for America to start listening and talking to other countries,
especially if our decisions will reverse years of peace negotiations in the
Middle East, such as his Jerusalem decision.
Twice during the Address to the nation, he mentioned
increasing the nuclear arsenal. I was shocked the first time and left
thinking if he was trying to start an arms race, then later when talking
about North Korea, he confirmed those fears when he doubled down on
increasing our nuclear power for the purpose of remaining stronger and
more threatening. We are starting a second Cold War, but with leaders
that are more impulsive and irrational.
Lastly, Trump used guests and fear to manipulate the country to
his favor. While many guests focused on positive actions, the ones that
resonated more where there with the purpose of exemplifying negatives
– victims of gang violence, an ICE agent for the purpose of making the
border seem dangerous and scary, and a victim of the North Korean
regime. Trump is using these examples to paint an unclear picture of
the country and the world through fear, and unfortunately it seems that
he made an impact with many citizens. It’s dangerous to only listen to
one story from one man, and we can’t give into fear. Fear leads to anger,
anger leads to hate, hate leads to suffering.

By CJ Petetti
President Trump’s first State of the Union Address was easily
one of his best speeches to date. During his speech, he touted the
accomplishments of the administration so far, and he called for unity
and bipartisanship moving forward. He went over the economic
successes we have had, including the very positive effects of the tax cut,
the billions of dollars being invested in the US, new jobs, the record low
unemployment levels, and the ever skyrocketing stock market. The tax
cuts and the effects of it are by far the biggest successes of his presidency
so far. He also encouraged bipartisan cooperation on infrastructure and
immigration. The president also covered the opioid epidemic, MS-13,
North Korea, and the extensive territory lost by ISIS in Iraq and Syria
over the past year.
The most powerful
moment of his speech was when
he talked about his guests at the
State of the Union. It was very
moving to see the President
celebrate everyday American
patriots like these. He invited
and talked about a young boy
who led a movement to put
more 40,000 flags for fallen
veterans, and led a 50-state
challenge to honor every veteran
with a flag or a flower. He also
invited a police officer and his
wife who adopted an opioidaddicted baby, appropriately
named “Hope,” from a pregnant
homeless woman the officer
found while responding to a
robbery. Another powerful
moment was when the president
talked about the two families
whose daughters were killed by MS-13 gang members. Otto Warmbier’s
parents were also in attendance and were also talked about by the
President in another moving moment. Additionally some hometown
heroes such as a firefighter, vets and officers, as well as some everyday
Americans who were helped out by the Trump economy, were also
invited and received recognition by the President.
One of the most noteworthy parts of the speech was the
reactions of the congressional Democrats during the speech. Many of
the Democrats remained silent and seated when the president talked
about 2.5 million new jobs added, record-low minority unemployment,
and even the simple request to stand for the flag and the national
anthem out of respect for the veterans. Some gave nasty faces at the
president, such as Cory Booker and Nancy Pelosi; others booed and
even walked out during the speech, not to mention the fact that a few
did not even show up out of protest. That’s not to say they all were;
some Democrats like Senator Joe Manchin clapped and cheered on the
Trump administration’s successes. Overall the Democrats ended up
looking like angry children who just got a time-out half the time, and
it probably is going to end up hurting them in the upcoming midterm
elections.
Overall, this was easily one of President Trump’s best speeches
to date. He clearly spent a long time preparing for the speech, as it
was very polished and well spoken. The calls for bipartisanship and
unifying messages in
the speech were also
very good to see. It
was also fantastic to
see the President take
the attention off of
himself to talk about
his guests who all had
a unique and powerful
story and are true
American heroes.
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By Shaheen Soltani
After getting snubbed last year
for an all-star spot, Joel Embiid has
worked his way to success and is filling
in a starting spot on Team Steph Curry.
Embiid is averaging 23.6 points, 11 rebounds, and is shooting about
50% in the field.
The Sixers have not had an all-star since Jrue Holiday in the
2012-2013 season. After Steph selected Joel, he said, “Joel is obviously
gonna be a future all-star for plenty more years and this is his first go
around … Maybe one day that weekend he’ll take over my Twitter
account and say some jokes or something.”
Embiid has moved on from his crush on Rihanna after she
previously told him she would give him a chance if he became an
All-Star. He stated, “She denied me back then; there’s no reason to go
back to her ... so I gotta move on to the next one. There’s a lot of pretty
women out there, and I’m beautiful, so I gotta move on to the next one.”
Wise words from “The Process”. Hopefully Embiid will put on a show in
Los Angeles, represent Philly well, and lead his team to a win.

Cavs Break Down
By Timmy Gallagher
For the first time in eight NBA seasons, it looks like Lebron
James might not make the NBA Finals. Since their Christmas Day
matchup against the Golden State Warriors, the Cavaliers are 5-11,
and these struggles are starting to worry analysts and the Cavalier
organization. During this period the Cavs suffered a 88-102 lose to
the Celtics, the top team in the Eastern Conference and the team
best positioned prevent Lebron from reaching the championship
matchup. However, some analysts say that this stretch of bad play is a
natural thing for Cavalier teams led by Lebron.
This is Lebron’s fourth season in Cleveland since he returned
from Miami, and every January the team’s performance seems to dip
and drama occurs. For example, last year the Cavs were 7-8. This
year seems different though. With the loss of Kyrie Irving, and Isaiah
Thomas not yet being back at full strength, the Cavaliers are struggling
on the court. For example, they have always been a below average
defensive team, but this year they are in the bottom two. The off-court
drama is just as troubling. A litany of reports of fighting, insults, and
player only meeting has emerged from the Cavs organization. Players
have accused forward Kevin Love of being lazy and lying, as well as
saying that Isaiah Thomas’ shot selection is terrible.
The Cavaliers need to find the spark that puts that back on top.
Rumors have included proposed trades that would send Los Angeles
Clippers’ center DeAndre Jordan to Cleveland, or even trading away
Isaiah Thomas. No matter what the solution to their problems is, the
Cavaliers need to find it quickly if they want to have a shot to win it all
this year.
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NBA All Star Preview
By Ross Armon

NBA All Star weekend is only three weeks away and is rapidly approaching, so
here is a little preview of what you can expect.
NBA Rising Stars Challenge:
The Rising Stars Challenge is a competition for the elite first and second year
players. They play one game, with all the foreign players on one team and all of
the players from the United States on the other team. The World Team features
76ers stars Joel Embiid, Ben Simmons, and Dario Saric while the USA team
features Lakers stars Lonzo Ball, Kyle Kuzma, and Brandon Ingram. This could
be a potential preview of the NBA’s next premier rivalry for years to come.
Predicted Winner: World Team
NBA Dunk Contest:
The Dunk Contests participants were just announced last week, with Pacers
guard Victor Oladipo, Lakers forward Larry Nance Jr., and rookie guards
Donovan Mitchell of the Utah Jazz and Mavericks guard Dennis Smith Jr.
Oladipo, the centerpiece of the Paul George trade in July, is a front runner
for the NBA’s Most Improved Player award. The athletic shooting guard
has been throwing down dunks over some of the best players in the league.
Nance Jr. hops to follow in the footsteps of his father, who was the dunk
contest champion in 1984 as a member of the Phoenix Suns. Donovan “Spida”
Mitchell has thrown down some of the most athletic dunks to date on his
way to a rookie first team appearance at the end of the year. However, Dennis
Smith Jr. might be the most athletic of all of these uber athletes. A high school
legend, Smith Jr.’s first in game dunk was a windmill dunk in 8th grade! This
man is insane! This should be a highly entertaining dunk contest, with the
next generation of super athletes competing for bragging rights.
Predicted Winner: Dennis Smith Jr., Dallas Mavericks
NBA Three Point Shooting Contest:
The past two three point shooting champions, Eric Gordon of the Rockets and
Klay Thompson of the Warriors are back again to compete this year. Among
those joining them are Wizards guard Bradley Beal, Suns guard Devin Booker,
and Thunder forward Paul George. Devin Booker, who has the third most
points in a game in NBA history with 70, is competing for the second straight
year. Along with Klay Thompson and Eric Gordon, Devin Booker is the third
piece to the three point shooting hierarchy. Despite that, don’t be surprised if
an underdog upsets the dynasty.
Predicted Winner: Bradley Beal, Washington Wizards
NBA All Star Contest:
The NBA All Star Contest is debuting a new format this year. The two top
vote getters in each conference, Lebron James and Stephen Curry, drafted
the remaining starters and reserves to make up their teams. In addition,
the bonuses for the winning team’s players have doubled, from $50,000 to
$100,000 in an attempt to make the game more competitive. The 76ers lone
all-star, second year center Joel Embiid, was drafted to Team Steph. Team
Lebron also brings together some interesting team dynamics, with Kevin
Durant and Russell Westbrook playing together for the second year in a row,
after Durant left Oklahoma City for Golden State in the summer of 2016.
Kyrie Irving will also reunite with former teammate Lebron James. 2017 All
Star Game MVP Anthony Davis looks to pick up where he left off with Team
Lebron.
Predicted Winner: Team Lebron

By Mark Kilimnik

Andrew McCutchen: The former National League MVP and face of the Pirates franchise was dealt to the San Francisco Giants in exchange for Kyle
Crick, Bryan Reynolds, and $500k in international bonus pool space. This move helps the Pirates avoid McCutchen’s large salary and positions the
Giants for another even year playoff push.
Christian Yelich and Lorenzo Cain: The Brewers signed Yelich in exchange for a four prospect package and Lorenzo Cain was signed by the
Brewers to a deal worth $80 million dollars. These moves show that the Brewers are leaving all of their chips on the table this year and now have an
all-star outfield that features Braun, Yelich, and Cain.
Giancarlo Stanton- After invoking his no-trade clause on several deals, Giancarlo Stanton was dealt to the powerful New York Yankees. This was a
salary dump by Derek Jeter’s management regime in South Beach that only acquired Starlin Castro and two low level prospects. This move allows
Miami to shed Giancarlo’s hefty $300 million contract and begin a rebuild. Meanwhile, the slugging trio of Stanton, Aaron Judge, and Gary Sanchez
looks deadly in the Bronx.
Gerrit Cole- As Houston looks to defend its title, they acquired former first overall draft pick and Pirates ace Gerrit Cole. The Astros acquired
Cole in exchange for five players and prospects including the likes of Joe Musgrove. The Astros are hoping that Cole regains his all-star form as the
Pirates dive into rebuild mode.

