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Ivy League Drama Heard Th is Month Schwarzman 
and Kanye

Phillies

By Sarah McArdle 

As many of you know, Abington Senior High School is to be 
remodeled and a new Science and Technology built, in part due to the 
$25 million donation from Blackstone CEO, Stephen Schwarzman. 
Schwarzman is an alumnus donating an incredibly large amount 
of money to his alma mater, but not every Abington resident was 
happy with the conditions of his donation. Th e community has 
expressed gratitude, relief, and, perhaps unexpectedly, anger. Th e 
latter is almost entirely 
directed at the announcement 
that Abington High School 
would be renamed “Abington 
Schwarzman High School.” 

Parents and students 
were quick to object, with 
many using social media as a 
way to express this outrage. 
Even journalist Larry Kane 
had something to say, “Are 
you kidding, Abington High 
renamed Schwartzman High? 
We appreciate the money, of 
course, but we don’t name 
public schools funded by 
taxpayers to be renamed for 
fi nancial moguls. Good for 
Schwarzman. Not good for 
Abington. How do you feel?” 

Th e district addressed these concerns in their initial letter 
published on March 30, saying “We understand it may not be typical 
for public schools, but neither is it typical for a public high school to 
receive a gift  in the amount that we were lucky enough to receive. We 
have seen some comments that by making this name change we are 
commercializing the schools. We disagree. As a District we wanted 
to recognize Mr. Schwarzman’s generosity in a meaningful way that 
refl ected the magnitude of the gift  and the impact that it will have on 
the community for decades to come.” 

Ultimately, Superintendent Amy 
Sichel and the rest of the school board 
decided against the renaming. In a letter 
released March 31, Sichel wrote that due 
to the minority of people upset about 
the name change, the district decided to 
keep the name of the school as Abington 
High School. “Th e donor’s representatives 
conveyed that nothing should detract 
from our important mission and agree 
that the school’s name should remain 
as is.” With a fi nal message of gratitude 
from the superintendent, she expresses 
how we should feel: relieved that our 
school is getting the funding that we need, thankful for Schwarzman’s 
generosity, and hopeful about Abington’s future.

Abington Senior 
High School Will 
Not Be Re-Named by Caeden Cloud 

 One of the most important things in every teenager’s life is their 
friends. Everyone wants at least a few close people to support them and 
to make them happy. In the early 2000’s, Abington Senior High School 
had a club for that purpose. It’s time to bring that club back.
 Th e Friends Club was a club open for anyone and everyone 
(and no, it’s not about the TV show). It was a safe place for students to 
go aft er school, meet new people, play fun games, and promote anti-
bullying behaviors. It quickly grew to be the most popular school in 
the club. You may be wondering why this club is so important. Th ink 
about it this way: If the whole student body were friends with everyone, 
how could they bully each other? Th e people with potential to be 
bullies would now have a better and more supportive group of people. 
Everybody wins. Also, everyone simultaneously holds the prestigious 
leadership position of “co-dictator.” Not only is this making sure 
everyone is seen equal in the eyes of friendship, it will look great on 
your college applications. 

While there has possibly never been a club that has brought 
more positivity and friendship to Abington, there are still some haters. 
Ever since the club disbanded, Student Council has been adamant about 
its refusal to allow its revival in any fashion. If this is benefi cial to the 
students and what they really want, shouldn’t they be in complete favor 
of it? Th ey are supposed to be representing the entire student body aft er 
all. It’s very frustrating when such an major school organization won’t 
support such a great club.

While the fi ght for the return of Friends Club has been an 
upward battle, you can help our voices be heard. Talk to Mr. MacNair 
if you’re interested or have more questions, he was a member of the 
original Friends Club and will sponsor its reincarnation. You can 
also express your grievances with student council and their sponsors. 
Together we can bring friendship back to Abington. 

Make Abington 
Friendly Again

 Former U.S. senator and presidential candidate Rick Santorum 
suggested that students concerned about gun violence in their 
schools should learn how to revive wounded people instead of asking 
lawmakers “to solve their problems.” Santorum, a Pennsylvania 
Republican, made the remarks on CNN one day aft er an estimated 
200,000 people participated in the student-led March For Our Lives in 
Washington demanding stricter gun control laws.

 “How about kids, instead of looking to someone else to solve 
their problem, do something about maybe taking CPR classes or trying 
to deal with situations where there is a violent shooter,” he said. “Th ey 
took action to ask someone to pass a law. Th ey didn’t take action to say, 
‘How do I, as an individual, deal with this problem? How am I going 
to do something about stopping bullying within my own community? 
What am I going to do to actually help respond to a shooter?’... Th ose 
are the kind of things where you can take it internally, and say, ‘Here’s 
how I’m going to deal with this. Here’s how I’m going to help the 
situation,’ instead of going and protesting and saying, ‘Oh, someone else 
needs to pass a law to protect me.’”

In Case of Shooting: 
Learn CPR 
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By Matthew Rosen

 According to a recently-released memoir of Abington alumni 
and former Secretary of Defense Ashton Carter, the United States’ 
withdrawal from Iraq led to the emergence of the Islamic terrorist 
group ISIS. Carter, attempting to mitigate the damage caused by his 
predecessors’ mistakes, created ISIS battle plans upon his appointment 
in 2015 that he claims created an effective offense against the extremist 
organization. Part of Carter’s strategy involved recruiting Syrian troops 
to work with the United States military, though Syrians preoccupied 
with the Syrian Civil War already combatted with each other. 
 The Syrians allied with the United States largely happened to 
align with the side that resisted the Syrian government led by President 
Bashar al-Asaad. Russia’s President Vladamir Putin, opposed in 
principle to a possible foreign-caused regime change, backed Asaad in 
his fight against rebels and by extension the United States, which in turn 
supplied more resources to the anti-Asaad Syrians. Subsequently, for 
over three years, the United States has led a military intervention in the 
Syrian Civil War.  
 Carter left with the Obama administration, but his tactics 
remain in place. President Trump’s thoughts on the situation in Syria 
long remained a mystery, as the new leader pointedly refused in various 
speeches to disclose proposed military arrangements based on the 
notion that doing so would ruin “the element of surprise.” On April 3, 
however, Trump broke his silence on the issue, asserting that the United 
States’ military had nearly destroyed ISIS and that,  “I [Trump] want to 
get out. I want to bring our troops back home.” On the contrary, Brett 
McGurk, the State Department’s special envoy to the global coalition to 
defeat ISIS, on the same day stated, “We are in Syria to fight ISIS. That is 
our mission and our mission isn’t over, and we’re going to complete that 
mission.” The White House has not yet officially released a decision to 
change the current allocation of military funding to the United States’ 
effort in Syria. 

By Sarah McArdle

Dartmouth’s Class of 2022 is setting records across every board. 
With the increasing competition of college applications, there has, of 
course, been an increase in the amount of applications themselves. Most 
prominently, the number of early decision applications has increased 
by 13.5% from 2016 to 2017. For reference, 2017 hosted 2,270 early 
decision applicants (the most in its history), with 565 of the students 
being accepted.

And, perhaps unsurprisingly, with more applicants, there is a 
smaller percentage of those accepted. The Class of 2020’s percentage 
of students accepted (at 24.9%) is at its lowest in almost a decade.  The 
overall acceptance rate of Ivy League universities has been steadily 
declining for 15 years, alongside an increase in regular and early 
decision applications. In 2007, 1,217 early decision applications were 
received, with 32.4% of those students accepted.

The class is also notably academically stronger and more diverse 
than previous early decision pools. The average SAT and ACT scores 
were 1460 and 33 respectively. 10% of the accepted are foreign citizens, 
with students from countries like China, Brazil, and Kenya. Over half of 
those accepted received financial aid, and the gender ratio is balanced. 
13% of the class will be first-generation college students and 33% are 
Americans of color. 

Its cutthroat and complex nature, something that is only 
becoming more and more apparent in recent years, distinguishes the Ivy 
League college application process from other low-intensity universities. 
And if Dartmouth has the second highest acceptance rate in the Ivies, it 
appears that early decision may be the best decision.

By Sabrina Trakhtorchuk
 
 On March 18th, 2018 Vladimir Putin 
secured his title as President of the Russian 
Federation, marking his fourth official win since 
1999. In 2008, the permissible Russian presidential 
term was extended from 4 to 6 years, meaning 
that Putin will now serve as president until 2024. 
For many, this recent victory does not come as a 
surprise. In fact there was little doubt regarding 
the outcome of election. Few asked, “Who will win?”, but instead put 
forth the questions “How will Putin win?”, and   “Will it be voter fraud, 
propaganda, or pure intimidation?”
 Perhaps, the people of Russia wanted or were used to Putin, 
as he has led the country for nearly a quarter of a century. This being 
said, the results of the polls do not exactly match with what is typically 
seen in a modern day democratic election. Putin won by a margin 
of over seventy-five percent with his closest rival taking less than six 
percent of votes. This landslide win comes in spite of his notable lack 
of campaigning in comparison to his six opponents. These unusual 
statistics have caused many to question the legitimacy of the Russian 
electoral system. The comparatively high voter turnout of sixty-seven 
percent in a country as large as Russia is surprising in and of itself. But 
the voting process has also been questioned and ridiculed by many. 
 The polls resembled more of a carnival than an important 
election in order to target the newest generation of voters.  Decorations, 
music, children’s games, and voting lines that stretched far into the 
streets, despite the cold day, were among the most notable eccentricities. 
Russia’s recent altercations with Great Britain as well as the U.S have 
placed even more attention on possible corruption, in not only Russia’s 
electoral system, but in its alleged amoral involvement in global affairs. 
Russia has long since been under scrutiny, but with Putin’s most recent 
win, worldwide distrust grows.

The Ivy League’s 
Competition for our 

Generation

Confusion Over Syria Putin Wins Presidency

By Alice Gao
 The week before spring break of his senior year, Alex Walls 
entered a meeting with administrators and other student leaders in his 
high school. Like so many other discussions that had taken place in 
high schools the month prior, the topic of discussion was a walkout. Yet, 
unlike so many other walkouts in the wake of the Parkland schooling, 
this time, his teachers were the ones walking out of school. 
 Alex attends a public high school in Miami, Oklahoma — a 
relatively small town of 13,000 a half hour’s drive away from Missouri. 
Since April 2, Alex’s teachers and teachers all across Oklahoma have 
been on strike in protest of the low wages and a lack of funding for 
public education. Oklahoma’s teachers currently rank 49th in teacher 
pay, and the situation is often so dire that some teachers are reliant on 
food stamps, selling blood plasma, and many others flee the state in 
search of better pay. 
 “I had an English teacher who technically retired in Oklahoma 
and is now driving across the border to Missouri every day to teach and 
keep her and her husband [who is currently an Oklahoman high school 
teacher] afloat,” says Alex. 
 The fight, however, is not just about raising teacher wages. 
 According to Alex, “It’s about increasing funding for our public 
education system, having the funds to buy us new textbooks for the 
first time in over a decade, and so that we don’t have to cancel our club 
events because our funding— which hasn’t increased since the 90’s— 
was just cut in half this year.” 
 This strike, like the those by teachers in West Virginia and 
Kentucky, is not organized by the official teachers union, but rather 
through social media. In the case of Miami High School, it was the 
school board and administration, not just teachers, who took initiative 
to go on strike. There will be disruptions in preparation for AP exams, 
but the school board approved strike is limited, for Miami, at 10 days if 
there is no sight of compromise. 
 While Alex will be heading out of state to attend college in the 
fall and may end up with a delayed graduation, he still fully supports the 
efforts of his teachers. 
 “If it was just about teacher pay, [they] wouldn’t be doing 
something that would disrupt our education so much. But it’s not — 
they’re fighting for the future of our education and their students.” 

When Teachers Walk Out
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By Rachel Oh

As Abington High School’s Junior Prom is just around the corner (April 
28th to be exact), some of you juniors may find yourselves stressing out. 
Save your worrying, because here are five things that prove that you 
have it good compared to those attending senior prom. 

1. No date= no problem

Although having a date to accompany you is most definitely not a 
requirement for senior prom either, you don’t have to feel obliged to 
take up your friend’s offer in setting you up with their mom’s coworker’s 
cousin’s friend’s brother’s best friend and only meeting them on the day 
of prom just for pictures and never seeing them again. You can actually 
make this dance memorable by going with people you actually have fun 
with. Besides, dates, especially if you don’t know them as well, are a drag 
anyways. 

2. This doesn’t have to be an “unforgettable night” or the “highlight of 
your high school career”

It’s a universal fact that senior prom has some kind of pressure and 
list of expectations to it. Whether you feel it to some degree as an 
underclassmen now, save yourself the worrying and do whatever you 
want this year. You don’t have to feel the need to spend over $200 dollars 
or x amount of money to make this event “perfect.” Its junior prom, not 
your wedding for crying out loud. 

3. Clothes are a little less formal (until recently)

Although attire for junior prom vs. senior prom doesn’t really change 
for guys per-say, junior prom used to be an event where you don’t go all 
out and wear a cocktail dress. Recently, especially in our school, long 
dresses similarly worn at senior prom made an appearance in junior 
prom. Who came up with this trend and why?! Longer dresses are 
arguably more expensive and as a person who is 5’1”, it is very difficult 
to find a dress that fits you horizontally and vertically. Tailoring costs 
money, people. Plus the more embellished your dress is, the heavier it 
is. How can you have fun when you can’t even dance properly? Please 
change the trend this year, please. 

4. “Wait, yOu cAn’T MiSs pRoM!”

That is what you won’t be hearing when you say you’re not going to 
junior prom. 

5. Finally, you don’t have to come up with an epic post-prom plan

It’s fine if no one in your friend group has a beach house down in 
Avalon where you guys can crash after junior prom. You don’t have to 
have some amazing way to end your “perfect prom experience.”  Eating 
pizza and hot wings at someone’s house will do just the trick. 

By Dionna Dash

Most people recognize the name of the sketch-comedy show Saturday 
Night Live, some have even watched it a few times, but very few realize 
just how influential it is. You can test your knowledge of the weekly 
show with the following crazy facts:

1.  SNL has huge political influence. Ok, so maybe this one isn’t exactly 
unknown. But it is pretty impressive that one TV show can cause such 
a stir in the political world. And this influence didn’t start with Tina 
Fey’s infamous Sarah Palin impression or Alec Baldwin’s current Trump 
caricature. Back in the show’s inception year, 1975, not-ready-for-
primetime-player Chevy Chase mocked then President Gerald Ford. 
While visiting Austria in 1975, Ford’s bum knee had given way and 
he had tumbled down the Air Force One stairs. After a few more falls 
(one was even up the stairs), Chevy Chase’s pratfall impression of the 
klutzy president was born. Although SNL has disputed the notion that 
the show picks political sides, Ford allies have conceded that the Chase 
impression may have contributed to his narrow loss in November 1976.

2.  SNL stopped YouTube from failing. When YouTube was first created 
in 2005, it had virtually no users. No one was posting videos, no 
one was watching videos. Things looked dismal for the infant video-
sharing site. Then, a digital short featuring Andy Samberg and Chris 
Parnell aired on SNL. Fans went crazy for the video, but couldn’t find 
it anywhere online to re-watch it. Then, people started to discover it 
had been posted to YouTube, leading to more traffic on the site, people 
beginning to post and watch videos on it, and, ultimately, the platform’s 
wild success today.

3.  Al Franken almost took over the show. In 1980, the show’s creator 
and executive producer, Lorne Michaels, was ready to leave the show 
and hand over the reins to then unknown writer and occasional actor 
on SNL, Al Franken. However, Franken’s choice to write and perform 
a sketch called “Limo For a Lame-O” live on air caused a rift between 
Franken and NBC network president Fred Silverman. The sketch 
attacked Silverman for NBC’s poor ratings during his tenure, saying 
that Franken should have a limo instead of Silverman, who did have 
one. While funny, this stunt did cost Franken the executive producer 
position. Given what we know now about the former Minnesota 
senator, it’s a good thing he never actually overtook the show, but it’s 
also scary to think that he was so close to having that much power.

4.  Finally, virtually every successful comedian has some connection 
to SNL. Whether actually being a player on the show, writing for it, 
hosting it, or just auditioning for it, nearly every successful stand-up 
and sitcom actor (and some drama actors) today has some relation 
to the 43-year-old show. Ben Stiller, Robert Downey Jr., and Sarah 
Silverman all failed miserably during their one-season stints as actors 
on the show, Bob Odenkirk and Conan O’Brien killed it as writers 
with sketches like “Matt Foley: Motivational Speaker” and “Mr. Short-
Term Memory,” respectively, and Kevin Hart, Stephen Colbert, Jim 
Carrey, Steve Carell, Lisa Kudrow, Jack McBrayer, and David Glover all 
managed to be successful despite not being chosen for the show after 

Saturday Night Live Changed 
the World (or Almost Did)

5 Perks Junior Prom Has That 
Senior Prom Does Not

APRIL CARTOON by Grace Bauder



The Abingtonian           April 2018                                            Page 4

FEATURES
By Ethan Kovnat

         Nearly everyone has heard the famous metaphor before: walking through the dark tunnel that is life and seeing a light at the end. Some assume the 
light to be a deity. Others assume the light to be whatever they want it to be. Some see no light. Some simply like to watch all the other people stumble around 
in the dark. Metaphysical Incongruence implores those who see the light to take a good, long stare at it, and then take an even better, even longer laugh at 
it. Examining the roots of the term “Metaphysical Incongruence,” one can clearly see references to metaphysics and to Incongruity Theory. For the sake of 
clarity, let us define each term separately: According to the Stanford Encyclopedia of Philosophy, the word metaphysics is “notoriously hard to define…” 
(Stanford 2007), however this did not stop Merriam-Webster from taking a shot, with their online dictionary referring to metaphysics as “a division of 
philosophy that is concerned with the fundamental nature of reality and being and that includes ontology, cosmology, and often epistemology,” or simply, 
“abstract philosophical studies: a study of what is outside objective experience” (Merriam-Webster 2017). While many would disagree with some of the 
specifics of these definitions (particularly the statements of cosmology and epistemology being considered branches of metaphysics and not individual fields), 
the gist of the definition is valid. Granted, metaphysics is a very broad and rather vague term, but for our purposes it is being used to refer to the study of life 
and its meaning. On a different note, Incongruity Theory, an idea that supposedly explains why things are funny, is slightly easier to describe. Once again, 
we turn to Stanford, which states, “…the Incongruity Theory says that it is the perception of something incongruous—something that violates our mental 
patterns and expectations” (Stanford 2012). 
 Essentially, Incongruity Theory is based around the idea that something is funny because of an internal logical incongruity that creates an absurd 
twist. For example, to use a classic joke, “A horse walks into a bar. The bartender says, ‘Why the long face?’” Funny, right? Now, we shall examine why. This 
joke contains two separate areas of conversational discretion: the geometry of a horse’s face, and human emotions. These subjects are not directly connected 
to one another in any logical way, however the conversation quickly shifts from one to another by use of the double meaning of the term “long face.” 
According to Incongruity theorizers such as Immanuel Kant, this rapid shift (i.e. the punch line) is what makes the joke funny.

 Now, let us apply this principle put forth in Incongruity Theory to life in general. While we may not see anything as outwardly absurd as horses 
walking into bars in our everyday life, human existence contains within it many deep-rooted and utterly hilarious incongruities. For example, as I am writing 
this, I am wearing a watch. Why? Because I like to know the time. Why? Because I like to be punctual. Why? Because I like to be viewed as dependable. Why? 
Because I want to be respected. Why? Because being respected makes me happy. Essentially, this means that in the long run, I am wearing a watch because I 
want to be happy. But this raises an interesting point: Why do I want to be happy? When faced with this question, many people respond that they want to be 
happy because they do not want to be sad. The following question is obvious: Why don’t people want to be sad? Many people would respond that they don’t 
want to be sad because they want to be happy. Therefore, I want to be happy because I don’t want to be sad, and I don’t want to be sad because I want to be 
happy. Essentially, what this means is that I want to be happy because I want to be happy. This is circular reasoning, also known as circulus in demonstrado. 
The website LogicallyFallacious.com defines circular reasoning as, “A type of reasoning in which the proposition is supported by the premises, which is 
supported by the proposition, creating a circle in reasoning where no useful information is being shared” (Logically Fallacious, n.d.). Essentially, in this 
scenario the clause cannot be supported without reference to the very same clause. This is a clear logical fallacy, and therefore makes any arguments based 
upon such reasoning illogical.

 Let us revisit our premise: I am wearing a watch because I want to be happy. Since my reasoning for wearing a watch is built upon an invalid 
principle, the circular reasoning of happiness, my wearing of a watch is clearly illogical. A logical incongruity, if you will. The logical fallacy is the absurd twist 
in this statement, which according to Incongruity Theory makes it a joke. The same concept can be applied to literally anything in life: Why am I sitting in a 
chair? Why do like to eat matzo ball soup? Why am I writing this in the first place? In the long run, the answer to all of these questions is that doing so makes 
me happy. Therefore, everything I do, or for that matter anyone else does, is logically incongruent and therefore funny. Life is full of logical incongruities. 
Therefore, life is, by definition, a just the punch line to a great cosmic joke. If you ask me, it’s a pretty funny one. This is what I like to call the Universal Joke 
and it is the foundation upon which Metaphysical Incongruence is built. Most people have, at least once in their life, heard a joke. Many people hear and tell 
jokes on a daily basis. But what is the purpose of a joke? To provoke laughter. So, if life is a joke and if we know the purpose of a joke, then doesn’t that mean 
we know the meaning of life? I would argue that it does. The meaning of life is to laugh your head off. So, the next time you see the light at the tunnel’s end, 
consider taking a good, long look, and a better, longer laugh. Laugh at the light. Laugh into the void.

By Joey Nolan

       Welcome to the first addition of “Knowledge With Nolan”- 
Abington’s #1 grossing advice column. This week I received an 
anonymous question from a fan using the pseudonym ‘Scubez’. Scubez 
asked, “If I get thirsty during lunch, what drink should I buy?” So I set 
out on a mission to find out for myself what the best option truly is. 

My initial reaction was to recommend Simply Lemonade. 
However, upon investigation I found that Simply Lemonade is Simply 
LemoNOT the best option. For $2.50, nearly the same price spent on 
an entire lunch, you get an 11.5 oz bottle of slightly above average juice. 
There is a variety of other drinks for a fraction of the price. For example, 
the most popular drink, according to the lunch ladies, is chocolate milk. 
Chocolate milk is an American classic and an excellent beverage but 
this, as well as all of the white milk, is very underwhelming and a little 
watery. There are also various juice pouches that are great options… if you’re a millionaire. You could get at least four of these for the price one at 
Abington. Snapple, as well, is grossly overpriced. There is a clear pattern here, as the ICE drinks are also $2.25 for a mediocre sparkling beverage. 
Water, of course, is a viable option – why spend money when we have an abundant selection of water fountains? 

Now Scubez, I don’t know what your life is like, maybe you’re rich or something, and in that case I would still say do not splurge on these 
sub-par beverages. I believe I have come to an obvious choice. The best and most reasonable drink offered by our school is absolutely none of 
them. So my recommendation would be to just have some sense and bring your own drinks. But hey, what do I know, I’m just some kid writing an 
advice column in a high school newspaper. 

Also as a bonus rant by yours truly, I would like to address what I refer to as the “Cookie Crisis.” If you were not aware, a cookie in our 
school costs exactly 55 cents. Now I do not know who came up with that, and if you have the ability to punish me for writing this I’m sorry 
whoever you are, but we are not friends. If I come to school with one dollar I can buy one cookie, and I’m left with 45 cents, just under enough for 
a second cookie. I propose that the price be changed to 50 cents not only for the benefit of the students, but for profitability of the school as well.

Knowledge With Nolan

Metaphysical Incongruence and the Universal Joke
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By Dionna Dash

 Heard  This Month

WORDLINK 10 Things to Be Happy 
About in April

                 “Is that bad parenting?”

-Mr. Garry on leaving his daughter in his classroom, unattended,     
while watching the musical

“Chris Harrison is my hero.”

-Mr. Zanetti on the host of Th e Bachelor

“Good job Joey, you got the ball in the net. 

You got the ball in the net too Susie, but you look ugly today.”

-Mr. Turner on gender stereotypes

“If you’re allergic to grass or nuts, maybe that’s 

Nature’s way of saying ‘We don’t need this one.’”

-Mr. Kummer

“You came in late. I could just grab the paddle and go to town on you.”

-Mr. Garry on cruel and unusual punishment in school 

1. College acceptances!

2. College rejections (they prepare you for future 
rejections and give you a reason to wallow in 
ridiculous comedy movies and ice cream)

3. You’ll fi nally get the chance to meet your 
teachers’ kids on April 26 (Take Your Kid to 
Work Day)

4. We get to fi nd out which White House staff er 
has to dress up like the Easter bunny (any bets?)

5. When someone tells you a joke so funny that 
you laugh until you cry

6. Th e soreness aft er a good workout that reminds 
you how hard you worked

7. Finally putting into words that short story idea 
that’s been tugging at your brain for months

8. Getting the score you wanted on the SAT/ACT 
and knowing you’ll never have to suff er through 
it again

9. Watching your dog play in the snow

10. Filling out applications to be the leaders of clubs 
next year and getting excited about what school 
next year will be like
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Top Three: Kanye’s Best Albums
By Derek Eppinger

3. My Beautiful Dark Twisted Fantasy

While Graduation may be a celebration of Kanye West’s fame, My Beautiful Dark Twisted Fantasy is a 
celebration of all of West’s previous works. Entertainment Weekly described it perfectly as, “the luxurious 
soul of College Dropout, the symphonic pomp of Late Registration, the gloss of 2007’s Graduation, and 
the emotionally exhausted electro of 2008’s 808’s & Heartbreak”. It’s tracks go down in some of the most 
grandiose and recognizable in hip-hop history. Think about how the hook for “Power” has become 
unanimous with virtually every mainstream sporting event. Tracks like “All of the lights” are bombastic as 
they are poetic as Kanye lives through a magnified public eye, and “Dark Fantasy” is an incredible opener as Kanye delves into the darkness, but 
returns to optimism in the repeating hook. However, it’s not perfect. “Runaway” is hauntingly beautiful in its simplicity, but I can live without the 
3 minute long distortion. And some it’s later tracks like “Blame Game” and the jumbled mess of, “Lost in the World”, also overstay their welcome. 
Nevertheless, MBDTF gave Kanye’s relevance a breath of fresh air and renewed his reign over the music industry.

2. College Dropout

College Dropout opens the floodgates and lets Kanye’s soul flow all over the album. It does a fantastic job establishing that classic Kanye sound, 
while not really having anything holding him back or any success to flaunt. It samples warm and groovy R&B hits and gospels, covering topics 
such as consumerism, family, racism, and the working class rather than the gangster hip-hop environment surrounding the early 2000’s. Tracks 
like “All falls Down”, blend country with West’s own beats as he critiques the American educational system. And “Jesus Walks” describes the 
mainstream music industry’s fear of talking about religion, while songs about sex, drugs, and money are embraced. All as the choir and military 
style drum march continue to march on in the background. The bar is raised in more ways than one when Kanye and Mos Def drop an intense 
rock based rap where verses are made from two words in the appropriately named, “Two words”. And of course “Through the wire”, literally has 
Kanye rapping after his jaw has been half sealed on one of the best and soulful tracks on the album. Personally, tracks like “Spaceship” or some of 
the skits don’t resonate with me as well, but nevertheless the album has stood the test of time incredibly well and remains one of the most iconic in 
his discography.

1. Late Registration

Late Registration is the Empire Strikes Back of Kanye’s discography. A New Hope and College Dropout both were the start of something magical, 
but personally, their sequels take everything above and beyond to an exciting new level. In this case, I simply enjoy more of Late Registration than 
its predecessor, and almost all of the album clicks with me both lyrically and instrumentally. West isn’t afraid to explore a wide variety of themes 
such as drug trafficking, racism in hip-hop, and even the blood diamond trade. It’s never gets overly preachy, and his observations about the world 
feel more thoughtful than hollow. And unlike today where politics has a major foothold in the hip hop and musical landscape, nobody was asking 
Kanye to cover these themes. In, “Heard em say”, as the piano is lightly played in the background, he recites his thoughts about the world in a 
grounded, conversational manner as he tags in Adam Levin for a delightful collaboration. Storytelling in rap is also perfected as Kanye delivers an 
emotionally charged performance, both when he griefs over his grandmother’s death in “Roses”, and when he makes a warm and fuzzy outreach to 
his mother in “Hey Mama”, bringing near tears to the eyes, especially heart wrenching after her death just two years later. I actually appreciate the 
absence of sampling and more of an emphasis on orchestration, with each track creating a more lush and polished project than College Dropout. 
But more specifically, Jazz has large presence on the album with consistent, smooth, and catchy loops in songs like, “Touch the Sky” and, “We 
Major”. “Addiction” will always hold a special place in my heart for its mysterious guitar rift, dancing bongo beat, and hilarious hidden meaning. 
And while “Gold Digger” is a bit overplayed, it’s Kanye at the absolute top of his game, delivering crisp lines on top of fast and loud drum kicks. 
This goes for about every album, but regardless of how fast the tempo goes, West’s flow doesn’t have a scholarly level of diction, but it’s certainly 
refreshing to not have to research each song on Genius to understand the lyrics. This album delivers on so many levels and solidified Kanye West 
as a central figure of modern rap for decades to come and and a hip hop phenomenon.

Opinion: The School Re-Naming Controversy
By Dionna Dash

Earlier this year, Stephen Schwarzman, an Abington alumnus and CEO of the private equity firm Blackstone Group, donated $25 million dollars 
to ASHS. At first, members of the school community were delighted; this money will be used in the five-year renovation plan, which renovates 
the original building and constructs a new science and technology wing. However, on Wednesday, March 28, the School Board announced that 
they had decided in a undisclosed vote to change the school’s name to “Abington Schwarzman High School.” Then, on Saturday, March 31, the 
administration announced that, because of the considerable backlash, the name change would not be going into effect. However, the fact that these 
proceedings occurred is still big deal. Why? Here are a few reasons:

1. First of all, the process used to decide this name change was unacceptable because it was secretive. Abington is a taxpayer funded public school; 
any major changes involving the school should be cleared with the community members, not determined by a group without consulting those 
whose money funds the school. 

2. When a name is put on a school, it is usually reserved for a historical figure or someone who played a significant role in the area. While 
Schwarzman has become incredibly wealthy and successful, and his name is on our stadium, the social and/or political basis for a putting his name 
on our school simply is not the same as someone such as Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. or Abraham Lincoln.

3. His donation is tax deductible. Schools already struggle to obtain/maintain proper funding, and the wealthy being able to avoid taxation is 
related to why schools are scrambling for money in the first place. 

5. Finally, this would set a poor precedent. The idea of someone donating money to re-name a school begs the question of how much that 
individual - and not the board and citizens of the township - would determine the policies and/or curriculum of a school. 
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EDITORIALS/SPORTS
By Catherine Fantuzzo

If you were to ask your average American citizen 
how many books he or she has voluntarily read in the 
last year, the answer would be little to none. Of course, 
it would be wrong to generalize Americans in 2018 by 
saying none of them read voluntarily. Regardless, reading 
for personal pleasure is at an all-time low in American 
culture today. According to the Huffington Post, 41% of 
Americans have not read a fiction book in the past year 
and 42% have not read a non-fiction book in the past 
year. What can be concluded from these statistics is that 
nearly half of America is missing out on the benefits of 
reading and, likewise, suffering the consequences. 

Reading is of vital importance to the human mind. Here’s why: 
Books require readers to create worlds in their minds, an exercise that 
fuels their imagination and creative intuition. On the other hand this 
is something video games and movies freely provide for users. Take 
Harry Potter for example, both a book series and a movie franchise. 
Those who watch the movie do not need to create the Wizarding World 
in their minds. However, those who read the book view it through the 
mind’s eye, creating an image based off of a provided description. What 
better way to fuel the mind and build imagination! Books expand one’s 
vocabulary and understanding of the English language. They serve to 
increase one’s knowledge of the world and the people within. Books 
teach us even about ourselves and how to interact with other people. 
Dialogue is a prime example of this. Works of fiction that include 
dialogue teach a young reader how to engage in and hold a conversation 
with those around him/her because dialogue provides examples of how 
conversations work. In short, books are much more than words on a 
page. We, as a generation, are missing out. 
 The root of this lack of reading stems from a young age when 
children are first exposed to technology. A common parenting habit is 
plopping a child in front of the TV to keep him or her occupied. What 
these parents do not consider is that this creates a lazy and impatient 
child who cannot think for himself/herself. Think about it: iPads and 
televisions respond at the touch of the finger, allowing children to 
become accustomed to instant results and immediate answers to their 
every request. The technology thinks for them, teaching them that there 
is no need to think for themselves. When they begin their education 
in kindergarten, they are handed a book, something that cannot afford 
answers so effortlessly. It requires them to think for themselves. As 
a result, children begin to dislike reading as a whole and only read 
what the government sees as fit reading material. When these children 
become adults, they either fall asleep while unsuccessfully perusing a 
book or simply do not read at all. In the modern age of technology, can 
this problem be solved? Do we the people wish to solve it? If the answer 
is no, must we succumb to a world where the machine thinks for us? 
Must we become, dare one say, an unthinking humanity?

By Iocane Emblem
Recently, there has been a popular movement aimed at 

minimizing the funding and the support for the humanities, especially 
history. This impugning of history is generally associated with one 
specific sentiment: “Why do I have to learn history if I can just look it 
up?” However, those who assert this claim are misguided, for history is 
far more complex than it initially seems. First of all, the important facts 
of history are more complex than, “a particular ruler died in 814 C.E. 
in Aachen,” leading to such inquiries as: what did that person do in life 
that was important, then, why was that important, and then, what effect 
did that have. Secondly, if the topic in question is often historically 
unclear, what one finds upon looking it up may be confusingly vague 
or even incorrect. Finally, one needs knowledge to gain knowledge, 
as it is impossible to look up what one does not know exists, for the 
importance of the War of Jenkins’ Ear can prove to be difficult to learn 
if one is unaware of the existence of the War of Jenkins’ Ear itself.

The pursuit of history is not mere intellectual curiosity. Its 
potential lies in the influence it could have, if studied, upon the 
individual person’s thoughts and experience of life. The reading and 
study of history produces a profound expansion in the dedicated 
reader’s awareness. For, once one begins to comprehend history, one 
can realize the importance of history in relation to the identity of both 
society and the individual in shaping and guiding not only who we 
are, but also why we are here. Also, history cautions and advises us in 
our judgments. For example, those who would make a statement about 
socialism being the same as communism would, upon an appraisal of 
history, find themselves to be ill-advised by 
their sources. Thus, it can be seen that history 
is both an essential field and an enlightening 
pursuit. History as a mere recitation of the 
facts ignores the underlying significance 
and plethora of connections which are 
omnipresent throughout it.

Endangered Humanities R
E
A
D
!

NBA Season Recaps

By Shaheen Soltani
Since the NBA All-Star 

weekend, the Philadelphia Sixers 
have gone on a tear – winning 13 
straight as this paper went to print 
– and have managed to become the 

third seed in the Eastern Conference. The whole roster has developed 
the skill to play efficiently with one another. Ben Simmons is averaging 
near a triple-double, Dario Saric is a viable option for the three-pointer 
and is a well-rounded player, and Joel Embiid has been a unstoppable 
throughout the court. Also, Markelle Fultz made his debut against the 
Nuggets, putting up 10 points and 8 rebounds in only 14 minutes. 

With every good thing, there comes a bad thing: unfortunately, 
Joel Embiid has a fractured orbital bone in his left eye. He underwent 
surgery and there is no timetable for his return, but reporters say that 
Embiid could only miss one playoff game. The Sixers are showing 
that they are still a top team with the absence of Joel through winning 
against the Hawks and Hornets. Hopefully, The Sixers can advance to 
the later steps of the playoffs. 

Impressive Fact: Ben Simmons is the first player in league history, dating 
back to 1963-64, to record at least 1,100 points, 600 rebounds and 600 
assists in the first 75 games.

By Timmy Gallagher
 With just over a week left in the regular season, it is safe to 
say that the NBA is just about over. This season has been filled with 
breakout performances, and lots of injuries, which has led to the 
standings for each conference looking a little different than expected. 
The Western Conference is topped by the Houston Rockets, who 
surprised us all by finishing above the Warriors. This is but one of the 
Warriors troubles, as they head into the playoffs without two of their 
stars: Stephen Curry and Draymond Green. The San Antonio Spurs are 
in fifth, but have failed to reach fifty wins for the first time in eighteen 
seasons. This is largely due to the drama behind superstar Kawhi 
Leonard being medically cleared to play, but insisting he is not ready. 
Another team of interest in the Western Conference is the Oklahoma 
City Thunder, who have had one of the best records in the NBA after 
their lack luster start.
 The biggest surprises in the Eastern Conference are the teams 
in spots one through five. Atop the Eastern Conference is the Toronto 
Raptors, who were not really in the discussion for the one seed at the 
start of the season, but have excelled behind the excellent play of DeMar 
DeRozan. Next, the Boston Celtics have been able to hold up a high 
level of play after losing their star forward Gordon Hayward in the first 
minutes of the season, and then being utterly plagued by other injuries 
on top of that. In third, the Cleveland Cavaliers, the favorites to win the 
East at the beginning of the season, have had serious troubles are year, 
but, after a major series of midseason trades, seem to be getting back to 
their old form. Next, the Philadelphia 76ers, who are in fourth, are set 
to become the next young powerhouse of the league, but are expected 
to be without Joel Embiid for the first few games of the postseason. 
Rounding out the top five in the East, the Indiana pacers have been 
driven by the success of Most Improved Player candidate Victor 
Oladipo. These teams have been battling all season, and although the 
regular season was unpredictable, the postseason promises to be even 
more so.

Sixers 
On A Roll
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By Grant Gow
March is the time of year where tens of millions of Americans make a bracket only to have it broken after the first round of March 

Madness. That was certainly true of this year’s NCAA tournament. There were many early upsets for the top seeds, and it seemed like every bracket 
was busted following the first round. 

Most surprisingly, the University of Virginia, who was widely predicted to win the entire tournament, lost in the first round in the biggest 
upset in the tournament’s history against University of Maryland-Baltimore County. In fact, the game was a blowout where UMBC beat Virginia 
74-54, making it the first time that a 16-seed had beaten a number 1-seed. UMBC ended up losing to Kansas State in the second round but still 
became recognized and beloved around the nation for their historic upset. 

Other early unexpected exits included 1-seed Xavier, 3-seed Michigan State and 4-seed Arizona. The true Cinderella team of the 
tournament though was Loyola-Chicago Ramblers backed by their 97-year-old team chaplain Sister Jean who has taken the country by storm. 
Her bobble head had become the top selling bobble head in history in less than 48 hours. Loyola-Chicago remarkable run ended in the Final Four 
where they lost to Michigan in a closely fought game. 

The championship game was between the 1-seeded Villanova Wildcats and 3-seeded Michigan Wolverines. Throughout most of the first 
half, the game was tightly contested, but the Wildcats maintained a double digit lead throughout most of the second half. Villanova was helped 
out tremendously by their sophomore guard Donte DiVincenzo, whose 31 points capped an amazing performance. DiVincenzo was on the bench 
during Villanova’s 2016 National championship victory against North Carolina in which the game was won by Nova at the buzzer. 
Once again, 2018 was a year where most people confidently made their brackets only to watch them crumble with each consecutive upset. 
However, much of Abington was excited by Villanova’s second National Championship in three years, as the talk of dynasty has begun to surface 
around the Wildcats and coach Jay Wright.

By: Mark Kilimnik

Rookie MVP: Scott Kingery  
MVP: Aaron Nola
Best Addition: Jake Arrieta  
Record Projection: 80-82
Projected Finish in NL East: 3rd

This season for the Phillies is an 
indicator of their rebuild and their 
path to becoming a contending team in the National League once again. 
This year serves to either impress, or discourage big name free agents 
for 2019 and the Phillies believe that they might be “one player away” 
from contention as of the end of the season. With one of the youngest 
and least experienced managers in the league, Gabe Kapler, the Phillies 
have more to prove than just wins. With Scott Kingery locked up for the 
next six years in Philadelphia, the Phillies have put their faith in their 
second basemen of the future without any experience playing in the 
MLB up until this point. 

With the infusion of young talents such a J.P. Crawford and Scott 
Kingery into the everyday lineup, the Phillies figure to approach a 
winning percentage of .500 this year. This percentage can easily rise if 
Rhys Hoskins’ mammoth second half last year continues. The Phillies 
have the youngest opening day roster in the league, but still have the 
raw talent necessary to rack up wins this year. Although the pitching 
rotation still lacks depth behind Arietta and Nola, the bullpen figures 
to carry the Phillies all year. With experienced relievers Pat Neshek 
and Tommy Hunter, the Phillies have a solid middle inning core who 
transition to a young closer in Hector Neris. 

At this point, the outfield is still figuring itself out with Hoskins, 
Altherr, and Nick Williams. The role of Odubel Herrera should be 
interesting to watch as his lack of effort has been noted by many 
coaches in the past. The addition of Carlos Santana at first base should 
also incorporate some much needed power into the Phillies lineup. The 
Phillies will experience many ups and downs this season, especially 
in the tough NL East, but they can easily set the tone for next year by 
seeing their past farm system stars finally contribute on the big stage. 
The Phillies have fallen out of the contention for the better part of six 
years now and this year should act as a transition point back to their old 
winning ways. The Phillies are a team with a lot to prove and they are 
hungry to get out on the field to open the 2018 season. 

Ross Armon & Ezra Taylor

After a disappointing season last year, the Abington Boys Volleyball 
team is back with vengeance this year. With a new coaching staff and 
some improved players, the team looks to compete for a playoff spot 
this season. We interviewed two players from the program to get their 
hot takes on the season.

Player 1: Taulant Kurti; Junior Varsity Setter/Varsity left bench
Question: What made you want to play volleyball for Abington? 
Answer: My father was a high school volleyball player back in Albania. 
He was a setter on his team. I just wanted to follow in his footsteps.
Question: What do you feel are the biggest differences between this 
year’s team and last year’s team?
Answer: Last year, we took the season as a joke. However, this year 
we have become a much more focused group with an intense practice 
regiment. We just want to make playoffs this year to start a new era of 
Abington Volleyball.
Question: What does this team mean to you?
Answer: This team is like a family to me. We work with each other 
every day, whether we are conditioning or scrimmaging. We have just 
become so close to one another and we are always there for each other.

Player 2: Josh Harkins; Varsity Outside Hitter & Team Captain
Question: What are you looking forward to season?
Answer: I’m looking forward to integrating a new starting lineup for 
varsity. We have a lot of potential. Including a freshmen being a starting 
libero and being a better team than we have in the past. 
Question: How does it feel to be a captain senior year?
Answer: I always wanted to be a captain since I started playing 
volleyball. I am very glad that it gets to be with a talented group of 
players with a great attitude going into practice every day. I really hope 
to teach the younger kids about taking responsibility for their play. 
Question: Why is the future of this program so promising?
Answer: Well, we have so many young players this year and they are 
all really great players. The JV team has a lot of potential to carry 
this program for the future. Sean Dougherty is a really special player, 
participating in the USA national team trials.  This team is growing 
stronger and stronger every day. 

Come out and support the Boys Volleyball Team as they embark on 
another season. Their upcoming home games are:
Friday, April 13, vs Neshaminy
Monday April 23, vs Bensalem

March Madness Recap

Volleyball
Season Previews:

The Philadelphia Phillies


