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Farewell, Retirees Prom Season! J. Cole’s KOD Phillies Start
Page 6

Attention: Seeking all gentlemen in the school who still need a date to 
prom! DionnaDash, age 17, is looking for a prom date. 

Requirements:

•	 Must be willing to take pictures before the dance

•	 Must be willing to slow dance at the prom

•	 Must laugh at all her jokes

What she can off er you:

•	 Will tell you witty jokes the whole night

•	 May sneak in some awful puns

•	 Is a-okay with self-deprecation

•	 Is 5’4” with 4-inch heels

•	 Won’t steal your jacket - her hair is long enough to be her own 
jacket

•	 Her family will off er you A LOT of food before you go to Prom

Interested? Contact Dionna at dbdash7@gmail.com no later than 
Sunday, May 13.

Prom Date Needed for Eligible Bachelorette

Congratulations to the Abington Senior High School students who 
participated in the 2018 Greenfi eld Youth Film Festival.  Th is festival is the 
largest and most competitive in the Philadelphia, Montgomery, and Bucks 
Counties metropolitan area, with over 20 schools submitting almost 300 
fi lms that were judged by industry professionals.  Abington students did 
extremely well at this prestigious competition, taking home four major 
awards and many nominations.

Th e following students received awards at the fi lm screening and awards 
presentation at Upper Dublin High School:  

•	 Peirce Robinson and Stephen Maransky, both seniors, won the Best 
Comedy award for their fi lm “Lavastory.”  Th is is the third year in a 
row that Abington has won the award for Best Comedy. Stephen also 
took 3rd Place in the Narrative category for his fi lm, “Love at First 
Heist.” 

•	 Matt Lee, a senior, was one of only three fi lmmakers to be presented with a Distinguished Achievement Award for outstanding work in 
Acting, Screenwriting, Direction and Editing over his three-year involvement with the festival. Matt was also the lead producer for the 2nd 
Place Group Project.

•	 Neil Byrnes, a junior, was the lead producer for the 1st Place Group Project, which was chosen by the audience. 

Many students received certifi cates for being fi nalists in certain categories and/or being nominated for specifi c awards: 
•	 Stephen Maransky – “Love At First Heist” (Comedy, Screenplay, Directing), “Paperboy” (Narrative, Cinematography), “Pound It” (Comedy, 

Narrative)
•	 Matt Lee – “A Lesson in Communications” (Narrative, Comedy, Screenplay, Editing, Directing)
•	 Peirce Robinson – “Lavastory” (Narrative, Directing, Screenplay, Acting, Cinematography, Screenplay), “Th e Narrator” (Comedy, 

Narrative, Directing, Acting, Screenplay)
•	 Mykael Lindsey, Sarah Kruger and Justin Gamble – “In Th is Economy?!” (Comedy, Narrative, Acting, Screenplay)
•	 Anthony Oliphant – “Smile” (Experimental)

Th e following students assisted in the production of the award-winning fi lms:
•	 Evan Sutch, Andrew Alcedo, Caeden Cloud, Shane Gaber, Eric Miller, Andrew O’Neill, Dylan Caliguiri, Ethan Manton, Calvin Wamser, 

Grace Spurrier

Congratulations to Mr. Quigley and his fi lm and video students!

Abington Filmmaking Students Impress at Festival

MAY 
CARTOON
BY GRACE BAUDER

END OF 
YEAR AT 
 ASHS
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Ms. Lisa Zieske

What is/was your job at Abington?  Business and Information Technology 
teacher, Work Study Coordinator
How long have you worked here?  25 years 
What was your favorite part of your job?  My favorite part was once in a 
while getting a letter back from a former student about how the courses they 
took with me either helped them in college or in their own personal lives.  The 
recognition that what I’ve done made a difference to at least some students. I 
will also remember the many, many good wishes from many of my colleagues 
here at the high school, and want them to know that their comments have 
been MUCH appreciated.  It took me awhile to make this decision, but once I 
did, it was a big relief and finally good to be excited about it. 
How have things changed since you’ve been here?  Well, mostly the 
building....the location of our department office, our classroom locations, and 
of course the courses that I teach now, compared to what I initially taught.  
And of course, the expectation/requirement of professional staff.... utilizing the 
little yellow lesson plan blocks (which I still use for my OWN use), compared 
to the lesson plans we are now required to keep. 
What is your plan after retirement?  I’ll see how the 1st year goes. I’m kind 
of winging it. Hope to have some more time with my granddaughter and rest 
of family. Some time in Florida with my mom, some trips in the US, and of 
course, for those of you who know me..... LOTS MORE TENNIS! Mostly 
(fingers crossed) for GOOD HEALTH first and foremost!  

Ms. Peggy Kunz
 
What is/was your job at Abington?  I am currently the receptionist at the 
High School.  Before that I was a secretary in the Guidance Department. 
How long have you worked here?  30 years. 
What was your favorite part of your job?  I love my job as the receptionist.  
I meet so many interesting people every day.  My favorite part is when the 
Active Academy arrives with the coffee cart.  The kids really brighten my day!! 
How have things changed since you’ve been here?  The thing that changed 
the most for me is that there is so much LESS PAPERWORK.  Everything is 
done online now. 
What is your plan after retirement?  When I retire I am looking forward 
to traveling and spending more time with my mom and grandchildren.  I 
will truly miss so many wonderful co-workers but realize it’s time for a new 
chapter for me.

Ms. Lynda Ewald

What is/was your job at Abington?   Attendance secretary 
How long have you worked here?  24 years 
What was your favorite part of your job?  My interaction with the students. 
I’ve said good morning to so many of you over the years. I will miss greeting 
you and being greeted by you. 
How have things changed since you’ve been here?   I would have to say 
technology. It’s had such a huge impact on the way many of us do things. 
When I started attendance was taken manually and sent to my office. I then 
entered it all by hand. One student at a time. 
What is your plan after retirement?  My daughter is living in Uganda. I see a 
trip to Africa in my future.

Ms. Connie Benetz

I have been a secretary for the district since 1995.  My first secretarial position 
was in McKinley’s Library.  I loved working with the small students and 
had fun encouraging them to read. I transferred to the Senior High School 
Library Media Center in 2001.  I worked as an administrative assistant there 
for 15 years. I enjoyed the interaction with students and teachers, helping 
students find books in the library catalog on our computers and on the 
shelves. My favorite part of the year was when we received a new shipment 
of books.  There is nothing like reading a brand new book!  My current 
position is administrative assistant to Mr. Joseph Tagliaferro in the Guidance 
Department. Over the past 3 years I have learned about colleges, transcripts, 
scholarships, the various exams given during the year, and how important 
it is to have a guidance counselor available to each and every student at the 
high school.    Technology is the biggest change that I have seen since I started 
working for Abington.  The advancement in computers and their software has 
intrigued me and I enjoyed seeing how these changes always seemed to make 
my job easier.   
I plan to retire now at the end of the school year with an interest in cooking 
and sewing, as hobbies, but mostly to be able to enjoy spending more time 
with my family, especially my little 5 year old granddaughter.  

By Willow Neske
The largest estuary in the United States of America and a 

home and resource for millions of Americans, the Chesapeake Bay, 
is recovering from seemingly irreversible destruction. Thirty years 
ago, nitrogen and phosphorus-rich agricultural runoff caused toxic 
algal blooms, leaving the bay’s floors barren of seagrass; consequently, 
oysters, crabs and the rest of the bay’s food chain that relied on the grass 
for food and shelter suffered. Metal and organic contaminants from the 
burning of fossil fuels and waste left the surviving sea creatures toxic, 
affecting the millions of people who relied on the bay as a food source. 

To save the estuary, the Chesapeake Bay Program was 
created in 1983, forming a 
regional partnership between 
the states in the Delaware 
watershed, the Environmental 
Protection Agency, and citizen 
advisory groups. In 2009, 
the Bay program created a 
comprehensive plan called the 
Chesapeake Bay Watershed 
Agreement, which was signed 
on June 16, 2014, and has 
10 main goals and planned 

strategies to meet them. Since 1979, the bay has seen dramatic 
advancements: cooperation with farmers and improved contaminant 
management practices have led to significant seagrass growth and lower 
concentrations of mercury in fish. 

The Chesapeake Bay still has a long way to progress; agricultural 
pollution continues to contribute nitrogen and phosphorus to the bay, 
and some areas of the bay remain oxygen depleted. However, President 
Trump has proposed to reduce federal funding towards the Chesapeake 
Bay cleanup effort by 90%, threatening thirty years of progress that the 
cooperation of states, agencies, and citizens in the Delaware watershed 
have made so far. For now, Congress provides bipartisan support for the 
program, having passed a bill in March to fully fund the Chesapeake 
Bay restoration endeavor until 2019. 

By Sabrina Trakhtorchuk
 In the wake of North Korea’s announcement of its halting of 
nuclear missile testing, much speculation and conjecture has arisen. 
And it’s not surprising, as the dictatorial state has not had the cleanest 
or most reliable track record. 

Kim Jong Un seems to have had a very abrupt change of heart, 
as it was only November of this past year when he tested missiles that 
had the potential to reach the United States. As per usual, Trump turned 
to Twitter to make statements of approval saying, “they have agreed 
to denuclearization,(so great for the world) site closure, and no more 
testing!” 

Many experts have deemed Trump’s comments too optimistic, 
as North Korea did not, in fact, make any promise to denuclearize. The 
regime has made its announcement regarding nuclear testing, but there 
has been no word on the removal of North Korea’s current arsenal. 
Some go as far as to wonder whether the weapons testing was halted 
purely because Kim feels comfortable with the strength of his army 
over others. But even if North Korea does denuclearize, it will be a long 
and tedious process, not an immediate armistice between the two tense 
countries. 

With hope of a meeting between the U.S and the long secluded 
dictatorship, little can be said concretely and much can be speculated. 
Only one thing remains sure; each country has their own goals and 
wants, and each will play by their own rules to attain them.

Will an Unreliable Kim 
Keep His Word?

Farewell to Retirees Chesapeake Bay:              
Back from the Brink?
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Ingredients:
•	5 lbs potatoes
•	2 lbs ground beef
•	1 big or 2 small onions
•	1 can of crushed tomatoes
•	Salt and pepper
•	4 big eggplants
•	A box of Greek Bechamel
•	Milk
•	1 lb of Grated parmesan cheese (or special Greek cheese called kefalotyri)
•	Olive oil

PREPARATION: 
1. Peel and cut the potatoes long ways to create thin slices. Th en, fry them in a deep fryer 

until they reach a golden color. Put them on a plate with kitchen paper to drain the excess oil.
2. In a pan over medium heat, cook the ground beef with fi nely chopped onions, olive oil, crushed tomato sauce, salt and pepper.
3. Wash the eggplants, cut the edges, and slice them in circular pieces. Aft erwards, put them in a big bowl of cold water with salt for an hour to 

remove  some of the bitter taste.  
4. Before cooking the eggplant slices, dry them with kitchen paper and then fry them with very little olive oil until they reach a nice golden color. 

LAYERING IN THE PAN:
1. In your baking pan, place the fried potatoes on the bottom as close to each other as possible to create a uniform layer. It is okay to have some 

small gaps, but try to make sure the potatoes do not overlap.
2. On top of the potatoes, place the fried eggplants to create a second layer the same way we did with the potatoes (again no overlap, but small 

gaps are acceptable). 
3. Th e third layer is made with the cooked ground beef so it covers the eggplant.
4. If there are any left over fried eggplant pieces, place them on top of the ground beef. It can be spread out loosely as you probably won’t have 

enough for a full layer.
5. In a separate bowl, mix the Greek Bechamel with milk and beat it in the mixer until it is a smooth mixture without lumps. Mix in the milk little 

by little to avoid a mess in the kitchen and also to check the texture every so oft en.
6. Place the Bechamel mixture on top of all the other layers to cover the whole pan.
7. Sprinkle with grated cheese. It should cover the whole pan
8. Bake the food in the oven at 350 degrees for 90 minutes or until the top has reached a golden, crispy color.
9. Let it cool down for an hour, and then cut it in pieces and serve. You will soon fi nd out that the lengthy preparation time was worth it. Enjoy!

Cooking with Yiayia: Moussakas (Party Size!)

By Grace Spurrier
 On Friday, April 27th, Abimprov, Abington’s newest and only 
improv comedy group, held its fi rst show aft er school. Playing to 
a packed Audion, their debut was a smashing success, keeping the 
audience laughing and constantly on their toes. Th ough the club gained 
Student Council approval last fall, rehearsals began just a few weeks 
ago, as nearly all of the club’s current members were involved in the 
theater department’s spring production of Th e Hunchback of Notre 
Dame. However, these talented students showed no signs of having only 
begun so recently as the club’s founder, senior Dylan Caligiuri, led them 
through a series of improv games onstage. Each scene was more absurd 
than the last, and sophomore, junior, and senior members alike drew 
roars from the crowd.
 “We were very happy with all those who came and supported us, 
and we hope to see everyone at our next show,” said Caligiuri following 
the show. Th e performance was not only a success for the outstanding 
comedians involved, but it also raised money to benefi t  the Abington 
Senior High School Th eater Department. 
 Abimprov will be on the Audion stage again on May 10th and 
June 8th to close out their 2018 season. Admission is by donation, and 
food will be sold at the events. Be sure to arrive early; if this show is any 
indication, seats are sure to go fast to see this incredible group again!

By Sarah McArdle

With child obesity rates only rising and countless epidemics 
plaguing the country, the health journal Circulation recently released a 
study called, “Impact of Healthy Lifestyle Factors on Life Expectancies 
in the US Population”, reporting that by employing fi ve factors, 
Americans could live as much as a decade longer. 

It’s not overly surprising that the study found Americans have 
shorter life expectancies compared to those in other high-income 
countries, considering our unhealthy habits. However, what was 
remarkable was the number of years that one could live if they weren’t 
participating in these behaviors. Th e fi ve factors that Circulation says 
can increase lifespan are never smoking, maintaining a healthy body 
mass index (BMI) between 18.5 and 24.9, exercising at least 30 minutes 
a day, moderately using alcohol, and having a balanced diet. Th e study, 
which spanned across 34 years, shows evidence that with following 
these behaviors, men and women can live 12.2 and 14.0 years longer, 
respectively. Th e scientists estimated that at age 50, men who had 
adopted the lifestyle lived for 37.6 more years, while men who hadn’t 
lived for 25.5. For women, those 
living with the factors lived 43.1 
more years, with those who 
didn’t living for 29.0. 

 Essentially, by adopting 
these simple and quite obvious 
behaviors, people can live 
decades longer than without 
them.

Abimprov is a Hit! Th e Correlation Between 
Lifestyle and Lifespan

COME TO THE NEXT 
CREATIVE WRITING CLUB 

MEETING! WEDNESDAY, MAY 9 
IN ROOM 156. 

ALL ARE WELCOME! :)
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By Joey Nolan
 Welcome back to the second edition of America’s number 
one high school newspaper advice column (in Abington Senior High 
School): “Knowledge With Nolan”. 

This month’s question was sent in by anonymous fan 
“Joeyseph11”. He asks, “Hey Joey, I’ve been hearing a lot of conflict 
recently over a certain topic that has been on my mind: when 
organizing my papers for school, which color folder coordinates with 
each class?” 

My friend, this controversy comes near and dear to my heart, 
as there is only one CORRECT answer, and I see far too many people 
violating this code of conduct. Folder coloration choice is a crucial 
aspect of every year of high school and the rest of your life. For example, 
students who use darker colors are more likely to become bald with age 
(Nolan 1). 
The goal is to have an equal balance of lights and darks and to choose 
the color which perfectly encapsulates the class itself. 

In my eyes, the most obvious color-class combo is green with 
science, which I should not have to explain. However, I have heard 
heated debate regarding every other class. I would like to set the record 
straight, and all of those who disagree with my following statements 
are wrong. Social studies is dark blue (or black if you want to be edgy 
like that). Math is red, and don’t say I’m wrong, as I’m the one with the 
number one advice column (in Abington). English is purple, obviously, 
and any other language goes on a yellow to red spectrum, with Spanish 
being yellow, German being red and French being orange. 

I don’t know what other classes you’re taking, Joeyseph11, but I 
hope this helped you, and anyone else who chose to tune in this month. 
Originally my slogan was: “Hey what do I know I’m just a kid writing a 
High School Advice column”, but I would like to correct that this time 
around. I’m right, you’re wrong, deal with it, you’re welcome.

Knowledge With Nolan
By Elianna Perez

Released in the United States on April 6, 2018, A Quiet Place 
made $51.7 million dollars in its first two weeks after international 
release. By April 24, the American horror movie had grossed $132.8 
million in the U.S and Canada alone. Suffice to say, many people have 
seen the movie and were gladly rewarded with a horrific yet captivating 
plot filled with suspense. 

A Quiet Place takes place in a world where silence is required 
to live because of a daunting creature that preys on 
humans through sound. John Krasinski not only 
starred in the movie and directed it, but he also co-
wrote the screenplay with Bryan Woods and Scott 
Beck. The actors include John Krasinski and his wife 
(in the movie and in real life) Emily Blunt, along 
with Millicent Simmonds, a popular deaf actress, 
and Noah Jupe, who also starred in the recent 
movie Wonder. All of these actors gave brilliant 
performances. 

Throughout the movie, the use of sign 
language is prevalent because of the need for silence. Deaf mentor 
Douglas Ridloff was hired to teach the cast ASL, and because of 
Simmonds previous knowledge of ASL (she’d grown up with it her 
entire life), she was able to aid the cast as well. Interestingly enough, 
ASL is used in the movie to help convey personality traits of the 
characters, such as the father using quicker, sharper ASL to convey his 
survivalist mentality, and the daughter using more defiant signing, to 
represent her teenage rebellion. 

The movie has received high ratings and reviews from popular 
sites such as Rotten Tomatoes (who gave it a 95%) and Metacritic. 
Anyone who has not previously seen this movie must see it, and those 
who already have should watch it again. Even those who aren’t huge 
fans of horror movies would be enthralled by its gripping suspense. 
One feels a rollercoaster of anxiety, anger, sadness, and astonishment 
through watching A Quiet Place. However, the fears and tears are worth 
it, and, luckily, a sequel may be in the making!

May Movie Recommendation

•	 Find a dress / rental tuxedo

•	 Get the dress altered if it’s too 
long, small, big, etc.

•	 Febreeze the rental tux

•	 Find shoes that make you much 
taller

•	 Consider getting a spray tan, then realize that’s a horrible idea

•	 Attempt to listen to current music so maybe you’ll know a few of 
the songs at prom

•	 Find a date or a group of friends to go with

•	 Figure out pictures, flowers, hair, makeup, nails, accessories, 
transportation, and what to do after prom

•	 Read some cheesy prom jokes to get excited for the dance

•	 Buy tickets

•	 Serve those B lunches and detentions

•	 DON’T FORGET TO GO TO SCHOOL ON PROM 
MORNING! THEY WON’T LET YOU INTO PROM IF 
YOU’RE ABSENT THAT MORNING!

•	 Don’t drink and drive

•	 Have fun!

•	 Don’t do anything too stupid (you still want to graduate, right?)

Prom Preparation Checklist
By Dionna Dash

Abington:

•	 Location: Always the Crystal Tea Room

•	 Post-prom: Nonexistent because of lack of interest

•	 Ticket price: $70

Cheltenham: 

•	 Location: varies from year to year. Last year was at the Franklin 
institute. This year is at the Crystal Tea Room (copyers)

•	 Post-prom: Held inside their school but decorated to not look 
like their school, a huge deal (there’s a parent committee that 
organizes it and keeps the theme secret all year)

•	 Ticket price: $65

Upper Dublin:

•	 Location: Normandy Farms

•	 Post-prom: Held at Philadelphia Sports Club

•	 Ticket price: $80

Pennsbury:

•	 Location: Their school, decorated to not look like their school

•	 Post-prom: Nonexistent because their prom goes til 2-3 AM

•	 Ticket price: $125

How Does Abington’s Prom 
Compare to Other Schools’ Proms?
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By Dionna Dash

 Heard  This Month

WORDLINK 10 Things to Be Happy 
About in May

              

 “She’s the drama mama.”

Mr. Zannetti   on Ms. Ritt erman

“Three years of entrapment.”

Mr. Turner on his three-year anniversary

“She shoved me in a trashcan.”

Mr. Garry on a nun punishing him at Catholic school

“There are many trees that’ll die this month.”

Mr. Garry on AP review and his blatant disregard 

for environmental protecti on

“Maybe the lesson here is this: I am always right.”

Mr. Quigley aft er winning a debate with a student

 

1. Not having to wear a jacket to school anymore

2. Unexpectedly getting asked to prom

3. Th e smell of freshly cut grass waft ing through 
the window

4. Committing to college or accepting a job 
somewhere

5. Reconnecting with an old friend you haven’t 
heard from in a while

6. Wearing an outfi t you know you look good in

7. Th e amazing fact that you can feel so many 
diff erent emotions and have so many memories

8. May 6th is International No Diet Day. ‘Nuff  said

9. Barbecues and picnics and bonfi res, oh my!

10. Th ose days when you just feel inexplicably 
happy for no reason, and it’s the best feeling in 
the world

HUNDRED

__ __ A __ __ 

__ __ __ __ E __

__ __ __ D

__ __ __ __ E

__ __ A __

__ __ __ E __ __
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Red, Letter, Head, Stand, By, Pass, Port, Hole
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By Ethan Kovnat
 In the wake of Supreme Court Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg’s 
controversial public statement on the important issue of whether or not 
a hot dog is a sandwich, it has become apparent that we, the American 
People, are facing a greater political crisis than ever before. The issue of 
Hot Dog Sandwhichhood is not a difficult one; it is simply an expression 
of indisputable fact. Merriam-Webster defines a sandwich as, “two or 
more slices of bread or a split roll having a filling between them.” Note 
the fact that, according to this definition, a sandwich can, in fact, be 
eaten on a split roll, as hot dogs are. Thus, to any objective and rational 
mind, a hot dog is clearly a sandwich.
 And yet, today’s hyper-partisan political climate has prevented 
numerous people from seeing the world as it really is, particularly 
regarding hot dogs. For example, the National Hot Dog and Sandwich 
Council announced a position statement that hot dogs are not only 
distinctly different from sandwiches, but an altogether superior 
comestible, saying that “a hot dog is an exclamation of joy, a food, a verb 
describing one ‘showing off ’ and even an emoji. It is truly a category 
unto its own,” and that “limiting the hot dog’s significance by saying it’s 
‘just a sandwich’ category is like calling the Dalai Lama ‘just a guy.’” This 
stance is outrageous and offensive. Not only is it the usual unreasonable 
fare stemming from an overtly biased source, it demonstrates the 
mindsets of those who seek to impose their own unfounded ideologies 
upon the American people. This is entirely unacceptable. 

The fact is that, if you disagree with my position, you are:
a) Objectively wrong
b) Either lying to yourself for political purposes or 
entirely unable to think rationally
c) Committing a grievous ethical wrongdoing that is 
utterly incongruous with the desires and purposes of 
the universe itself, which will prevent you from reaching 
salvation in the afterlife.

It is time for certain factions within our nation to simply 
acknowledge fact, and give up their hyperbolized and, frankly, 
ridiculous agendas. So there! 

By Natalie Faye
On April 21st, the funeral of 92 year old Barbara Bush, the wife 

of former U.S. President George H.W. Bush, was held in Texas. Her 
family members attended, along with Barack and Michelle Obama, 
Bill and Hillary Clinton, and Caroline Kennedy, Tricia Nixon Cox, 
Susan Ford Bales, Luci Baines Johnson and Lynda Bird Johnson Robb, 
the daughters of former U.S. presidents. But there was one prominent 
political figure who did not attend: Donald Trump.  

President Trump did not go to Bush’s funeral and instead sent 
his wife, Melania Trump. Pictures soon spread across social media 
showing that Barack Obama was able to make Melania smile more 
at a funeral than her husband seemingly ever could. Meanwhile, the 
President spent the day playing golf in Palm Springs, California. A 
statement released by the White House said that, “To avoid disruptions 
due to added security, and out of respect for the Bush Family and 
friends attending the service, President Trump will not attend.” 
However, this explanation does not make sense, since there was a lot of 
security at the service anyway and coming to someone’s funeral to show 
respect is not disrespectful. What was disrespectful was Trump avoiding 
the memorial service of a renowned political figure to do something 
mundane that was only for himself. 

Barbara Bush spent a long time as a political figure. She served 
as the Second Lady when George H.W. Bush was Vice President for 
8 years, she served as the First Lady when her husband was President 
for 4 years, and she was the mother of two-term President George W. 
Bush.  Having spent two decades related to family members who served 
as some of the most powerful people in the country, Barbara Bush has 
certainly earned her place as a prominent member of American politics 
and government.  

It only seems fitting that the President would honor someone 
like that by going to their funeral- even former presidents and their 
family members attended. This is an example of Donald Trump not 
following his obligations as President and, once again, defying the 
norms and expectations of his role in our country -- and not in a good 
way. 

By CJ Petetti
Yes, you read that headline correctly. I believe that President 

Donald Trump is deserving of the Nobel Peace Prize for paving the way 
for a denuclearized North Korea and a peaceful Korean peninsula, which 
will make the world a much safer place. Trump has put massive pressure 
on North Korea during his first year in office, which has brought Kim Jong 
Un to the bargaining table. Trump worked with Chinese President Xi to put 
more harsh sanctions on North Korea following several missile tests in 2017. 
Additionally, Trump used very strong language to respond to North Korea’s 
tests, threatening “fire and fury” if they do anything that will put the US or 
other countries in danger. This strategy of “maximum pressure” seems to 
be working, as now Kim Jong Un has talked of denuclearization, peace with 
South Korea, and a meeting with President Trump. 

Now, this is still Kim Jong Un we’re talking about, so everything he 
says needs to be taken with a grain of salt. Kim is a horrible dictator who has 
lied countless times, has many human rights violations under his watch, and 
he has allowed the deaths of US citizens, such as Otto Warmbier. However, I 
do believe Kim has realized he is out of options and this is why he has come 
to the bargaining table. His country is having serious problems because of the 
sanctions, and he realizes that President Trump will not hold back on them if 
they try to do something that would pose a threat. 

Trump’s ultimate goals for his strategy of maximum pressure were 
denuclearization of North Korea and peace, and so far he has achieved this 
goal. Moon and Kim have promised in their historic summit to bring an end 
to the Korean War, which is technically still going on as no official peace treaty 
has been signed, and the denuclearization of the Korean Peninsula. Moon 
also made it clear that Trump deserves much credit for paving the way to talks 
between the countries.

Trump deserves the Nobel Peace Prize because he is helping to 
bring an end to 60-year long hostilities in Korea, and the beginning of 
the denuclearization of North Korea. This may be the biggest diplomatic 
breakthrough since Ronald Reagan worked with Soviet Leader Mikhail 
Gorbachev in the 1980s after decades of hostility, by using a very similar 
“maximum pressure” strategy that helped bring an end the Cold War.

Trump No-Show at FuneralThe Hot Dog Debate

Nobel For Trump?
Fox News host Neil Cavuto delivered a closing monologue Thursday 
questioning President Donald Trump’s habit of calling news stories 
“fake news” while the President lies frequently and leaves false facts 
uncorrected.
“How can you drain the swamp if you’re the one that keeps muddying 
the waters?” Cavuto asked. “I guess you’re too busy draining the swamp 
to ever stop and smell the stink you’re creating. That’s your stink. Mr. 
President, that’s your swamp.”

Poet and English professor Seth 
Abramson recently published a 
Twitter thread about his current 
understanding of Donald 
Trump.

“The most important thing 
is this: this is the first U.S. 
president to systematically and 
willfully terrorize his own populace daily.
His changeability is intended to keep us anxious and on guard. In fact, 
he’s admitted publicly, many times, that this is a tactic of his.
His corruption is equally studied: his business model has always been 
“get away with what you can,” and that’s exactly how he’s governed.”

The Washington Post’s Fact-Checker blog keeps a count of President 
Donald Trump’s many misstatements, untruths and outright lies. Trump 
has topped 3,000 untrue or misleading statements in his first 466 days 
in office. That means that, on average, Trump says 6.5 things that aren’t 
true every single day. 

Quotes About Trump
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EDITORIALS
By Caeden Cloud
 Look, we all mess up sometimes. Last month I published an 
article about Friends Club, however it contained some inaccuracies. 
I had written negatively about student council and accused them of 
having an agenda that was anti-friendship. It turns out that Mr. Banks 
and Mr. Garry had actually struck a deal with Mr. MacNair where 
they would allow this club to be passed. This shows the true meaning 
of friendship, and I greatly apologize for the unfriendly words I wrote 
about them. 

Mr. Banks and Mr. Garry might possibly be the friendliest 
teachers in Abington. They put aside their personal grievances to allow 
a club for others to exist, so they had every Madison-given right to be 
upset with me. Friendship has a future, and it can start at any moment. 
Let us all follow in the footsteps of these fantastic teachers and bring 
friendliness across the whole district. Viva la friendship.

By Caeden Cloud
 On April 30th, the 
Abington Police Department 
released a statement about a 
man who was seen carrying 
an AR-15 assault rifle on his 
back in North Hills, Ardsley, 
Glenside, and the Abington 
Shopping Center. They believe 
it is in an act of protest over 
the 2nd amendment. While we 
have a right to protest and to 
bear arms, the actions taken 
by this man are completely 
unacceptable. 
 Does this man have every right to protest? Yes. Does he have 
every right to own this gun? Yes. This is a matter of how those rights are 
best expressed. Every single amendment in the US Constitution comes 
with restrictions. A common example brought up is that it’s illegal to 
scream “fire” in a public setting. Obviously this would cause mass fear 
and panic, so in situations like that, free speech is not absolute. Why 
doesn’t the same logic apply for weapons? 
 A semi-automatic assault rifle being carried openly in a well 
populated neighborhood obviously did cause fear and panic, as the 
police chief even said in his statement: “While no laws have been 
broken, this individual’s actions have caused unnecessary alarm to the 
public, thus diverting valuable police resources from our core mission.” 
Not only did they receive many reports about this man, they received so 
many that it distracted the department from other tasks. This is clearly 
an act of protest that puts the public in danger, so therefore it shouldn’t 
even be happening in the first place.

Pennsylvania is one of 45 states that have open carry laws. 
However, the initial focus of the police should be the safety of the 
community, not the rights of one man walking around with a weapon 
that has gained a reputation for mass murder. The statement even said, 
“this individual’s intentions are unknown.” We have a man walking 
around large neighborhoods with a weapon used for murder with 
unknown intentions, and the police must choose between allowing 
him to exercise his right to open carry and taking the correct actions to 
make sure everyone in the community feels and is safe. 

The worst part of all of this may be the fact that the 
neighborhoods this man was in happen to be the neighborhoods with 
children that go to Copper Beech, the elementary school with the 
highest population of students. There are more children in these areas 
than anywhere else in Abington. Imagine you have a child walking 
home from the bus and they approach a man with an assault rifle. 
Would they know how to act in that situation?

The man seeking to spark a confrontation of rights to open carry 
made a terrible decision that is destructive for our community, and the 
police should be able to stop him from doing so.

By Derek Eppinger 
I was interested when J. Cole announced the release of a new 

album. People have built a mythical status around him, and it’s hard to 
ignore his past accomplishments. The psychedelic cover art and general 
animosity towards “mumble rap” displayed a flavorful, different project 
than the rest and I became excited. However, throughout the album, J. Cole 
frequently disappoints with half-baked ideas and boring instrumentation.

The intro is polished, featuring an almost lo-fi style 
instrumentation behind the narration of a woman describing the effects of 
pain on humans. However, it sets the tone of how deep our message will 
really go, simply demanding, “choose wisely,” referring to drug and alcohol 
abuse. 

In the title track, “KOD,” J. Cole sets the tone and mood of the 
album. The track leads with simplistic and stiff trap drums, and a flow both 
reminiscent and maybe even mimicking the scene he’s currently ridiculing. 
It’s decent, but why this is the title track is confusing and a loss of potential. 
The instrumentation on “Photograph” gets a bit more flavorful, but the 
track is easily drowned out by mediocre vocals and a flow that sounds 
similar to “X”. The commentary: “our generation is addicted to social 
media” is completely over analyzed and has been done to death at this 
point. 

The mental fight between peace and violence when dealing with 
untrustworthy friends is an interesting idea in “The Cut Off,” but J. Cole’s 
annoying feature of the character, kiLL Edward, adds almost nothing to 
the track. The track “ATM” is really the first high point of KOD as J. Cole 
delivers fun, addictive, repetitious triplets. It’s fast and extremely energetic, 
but the theme “money is the root of all evil” is quite the easy answer when 
it comes to tying in topics with addiction. 

In front of a choppy bassline, “Motiv8” is completely forgettable, 
with and quite possibly the most irritating refrain I’ve heard. Distorted 
sing rap never blends well. “Kevin’s Heart” actually delivers on its message, 
using laid back but powerful bars to connect drug use to cheating on a 
partner, hence the name, Kevin’s heart in reference to the personality’s love 
affair. Added to a haunting albeit a bit simplistic instrumentation, the track 
is one of the few on the album to legitimately deliver on both fronts. 

The track “Brackets” is long, and its moody sampling and vocal 
segments failed at keeping my attention for very long. However, the second 
verse is beautiful, finally making sensible points, as J. Cole rants about 
how tax dollars are mis-implemented into his community. It’s one of the 
strongest verses on the album unfortunately drowned in an otherwise 
sleep-inducing track. 

“Once an addict (Interlude)” displays the albums full potential, 
where instead of rapping about drugs and how they affect him, he explains 
how they affect the other people around him, specifically about his mother 
in a coherent story. And unlike “Motiv8,” a fantastic bassline plays and 
creates a unique background. However, rapping about a family figure 
abusing drugs is nothing new, and has already been done better by other 
artists, but it’s a well-constructed track and rises to the top nonetheless. 

“Friends” is a painful track about the cycle of crime and poverty 
that drugs initiate, but is symbolic of a greater problem in the album. 
“Don’t medicate meditate” is laughable and is almost insensitive to people 
struggling with drug and alcohol abuse. People understand that money, 
social media, and drugs are bad, and we don’t need J. Cole to tell us 
that. It’s finding a solution and our unwillingness to do so for one that’s 
the problem. We’ve been hearing about these issues all our lives, and a 
million times before by other artists. And the self-righteousness shines 
even brighter on the track “Window Pain (outro),” as J. Cole continues 
to annoyingly beg his audience about the state of gang violence in urban 
communities, but offers no real solution.

 And finally, “1985” is essentially an advice track to younger 
rappers and talks about their influence on teens and substance abuse. An 
idea that hasn’t necessarily done before yet, and a solid track at that. The 
real question is, will they listen?

J. Cole delivers quite a mixed bag on KOD. His flow from start 
to finish is consistently impressive, but he sets up an expectation game 
he fails to follow through with. Music can be silly and have no meaning, 
but it’s the artist’s job to lead the audience on for what they’re getting 
into. His self-righteous attitude results in a few salient commentaries, but 
mostly half-baked, obvious ideas that have been talked about many times 
before with stronger delivery. There are a few shining moments, but the 
supporting production also falls through, with scarce and boring beats 
creating unmemorable tracks in an album that fails to live up to the hype 
surrounding J. Cole. 
 

Mea Culpa - A Correction

Dangers of Open Carry

J. Cole’s KOD - Album Review
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By Jordan Denish and Mark Kilimnik

1. Saquon Barkley (Penn State 
University) 

Barkley is regarded as one of the 
most complete running backs in draft  
history and is widely considered to be 
a generational talent. Barkley’s unique 
combination of speed, strength, and 
shift iness should quickly place him 
among the best running backs in 
the league. Notably, Barkley also has 
incredible pass catching abilities and 
kick returning experience. Barkley 
was draft ed by the New York Giants 
with the #2 pick in the draft  and 
New York fans should be in love with 
this game changing superstar who is widely expected to maintain superstar 
production for the next several years.

2. Sony Michel (University of Georgia) 

Michel is the prototypical NFL running back and has underrated north 
to south running abilities. What Michel lacks in the shift iness and speed 
departments, he more than makes up for with his ability to consistently gain 
yards from the line of scrimmage. However, many teams have an injury 
concern with Michel’s knee may have caused him to slip this year’s draft . 
Michel was draft ed by the New England Patriots with the 31st pick, and he 
enters a wide open backfi eld with the upside to be starting alongside Tom 
Brady. Michel dynamic running style gives him great potential and is ready for 
the NFL if he can stay healthy.

3. Ronald Jones II (University of Southern California)

Jones has explosive speed and excels at running through open lanes as he 
cannot be caught once in the open fi eld. While Jones lacks exceptional size 
or strength, he is a tremendous prospect that can grow into a legitimate lead 
back if his inside power running and vision can improve. Jones rushed for 
3,600 yards and 39 touchdowns in three seasons at USC. Aft er releasing Doug 
Martin, the Tampa Bay Buccaneers have a major hole at running back, and 
the Buccaneers elected to take Jones with the 38th pick at the beginning of the 
second round. Jones should immediately take on the starting job as he learns 
to improve as an NFL running back.

4. Derrius Guice (Louisiana State University) 

Although Guice played through multiple injuries throughout last season, he 
is still one of the most complete backs outside of Saquon Barkley. Guice is 
5’11’’and 220 pounds, so he has a very solid frame that contributes to his yard 
aft er contact ability. Guice is also explosive and can bust ordinary runs to the 
outside for massive gains. Coming from a strong tradition of LSU running 
backs that includes Leonard Fournette, Guice is poised to become the latest 
to make his mark on the NFL. In one of the more intriguing surprises in the 
draft , Guice lasted until the late second round, when he was draft ed by the 
Washington Redskins with the 59th pick.  It seems that the drop occurred due 
to perceived off  the fi eld issues such as immaturity and his attitude. However, 
Guice remains a dynamic fi rst-round talent who can provide Washington with 
a running game that has struggled during the past few years.

5. Nick Chubb (University of Georgia)

Nick Chubb clocked an impressive 4.52 in the 40 yard dash at the combine 
aft er returning from a gruesome knee injury in college. Chubb does not seem 
the same aft er his injury and may have lost a step from his earlier days in 
college. Chubb will need to expand the depths of his game as a pass catcher 
and blocker on third down if he fi gures to be anything more than a two down 
back in the NFL. If Chubb can return back to the form he exhibited in college, 
he will be a formidable NFL back. Th e Cleveland Browns selected Chubb with 
the 35th pick in a very active draft  for 2017’s only winless team. Chubb joins 
Carlos Hyde in a very talented Browns’ backfi eld and should immediately 
compete for touches. Th e addition of Chubb only adds more hype to a Browns’ 
off ense that has already added Baker Mayfi eld, Jarvis Landry, and Tyrod 
Taylor as well as multiple off ensive lineman as Cleveland attempts to escape 
mediocrity in 2018.

By Jordan Denish
Aft er opening the season with four losses in fi ve games, the 

Phillies rebounded to win 13 of their next 16 games. Th e team has 
continued to play well in April and is currently in third place within the 
NL East division. While skepticism remains around polarizing manager 
Gabe Kapler, the Phils have responded well to the change in leadership. 

Th e team is young and dynamic with fun personalities and 
characters that excite fans. Center fi elder Odubel Herrera leads the 
team with a .337 batting average and rising star Rhys Hoskins has 
maintain his performance from last season with impressive power and a 
.455 on-base percentage. While young prospects Scott Kingery and J.P. 
Crawford have struggled in the fi rst few weeks of the season, they both 
will need time to gain experience against major league pitching before 
fi nd their groove.  On the pitching side, Aaron Nola and Jake Arrieta 
have impressed atop the rotation with a combined 6 wins. Nola has 
allowed a minuscule .201 batting average to opponents with a 2.58 ERA. 

Th e Phillies are a team that many analysts and fans are 
expecting to make a jump to contend for a playoff s spot in 2018, and 
the Phillies are certainly displaying signs for a potential postseason 
run. With a young and talented team, Philadelphia has much more 
optimistic outlook than past mediocre seasons. As the weather warms, 
the Phillies will improve and only time will tell if Kapler’s team can 
develop into a contender. 

By Shaheen Soltani
For the fi rst time since 

2012, the Philadelphia 76ers have 
advanced in the playoff s and are in 
the Eastern Conference Semifi nals. 
Th e Miami Heat only took one 
game in the fi rst round series 
with the Sixers. Th e Sixers truly 
deserved to advance and overcame the absence of Joel Embiid in the 
fi rst two games. 

One player who had a signifi cant infl uence on the Sixers closing 
the series out was the well-known rapper, Meek Mill. Meek attended 
Game 5 in Philadelphia immediately aft er being released from prison. 
His attendance sparked a wild environment in the Wells Fargo Center 
for the team’s series clinching victory. 

In the second round, the Sixers are playing the Boston Celtics 
team that has been ravaged by injury throughout the entire season. 
Boston needed seven games to defeat the Milwaukee Bucks in the fi rst 
round. Even with stars Kyrie Irving and Gordon Hayward out for the 
season, the Celtics have many solid and well-rounded playmakers such 
as Marcus Smart, Jayson Tatum, Jalen Brown, and Al Horford. Th e team 
is coached by Brad Stevens, who remains one of the best young coaches 
in the league.

 Th e Sixers are expected to win this series and can defi nitely 
advance against the Celtics, but will need to be at the top of their game 
to make the Eastern Conference Finals. GO SIXERS!!!!

Phillies Off  To Good Start Draft  Recap: Running Backs

Sixers Win Playoff  Round


