NON-FICTION / BIOGRAPHY

GRAPHIC NOVELS

The Whydah: A Pirate Ship Feared, Wrecked, and
Found by Martin Sandler.
A fascinating story about piracy and the legendary 18thcentury pirate ship , Whydah, which sunk off the coast
of Cape Cod on April 24, 1717, during a perfect storm.

Spill Zone by Scott Westerfeld.
Three years ago an event destroyed the small city of
Poughkeepsie, forever changing reality within its borders. Uncanny manifestations & lethal dangers now
await anyone who enters the Spill Zone. The Spill
claimed Addison's parents & scarred her little sister,
Lexa, who hasn't spoken since. Addison provides for her
sister by photographing the Zone's twisted attractions on
illicit midnight rides. Art collectors pay top dollar for
these bizarre images, but getting close enough for the
perfect shot can mean death--or worse. When an eccentric collector makes a million-dollar offer, Addison breaks
her own hard-learned rules of survival.

Vincent and Theo : the Van Gogh Brothers
by Deborah Heiligman.
The deep and enduring friendship between Vincent and
Theo Van Gogh shaped both brothers' lives. Confidant,
champion, sympathizer, friend--Theo supported Vincent
as he struggled to find his path in life. They shared everything, swapping stories of lovers and friends, successes and disappointments, dreams and ambitions. A tale
of two lives intertwined and the extraordinary love of
the Van Gogh brothers.
Hidden Women : The African-American Mathematicians of NASA Who Helped America Win the Space
Race by Rebecca Rissman.
The gripping story of four female African-American
mathematicians who literally made it possible to launch
US rockets--and astronauts--into space. Tells the thrilling tale of how each woman contributed, the struggles
and resistance each experienced, and the amazing results.
The Gulf : The Making of an American Sea
by Jack E. Davis.
Illuminating America's political and economic relationship with the environment from the age of the conquistadors to the present, Davis demonstrates how the
Gulf's fruitful ecosystems and exceptional beauty empowered a growing nation.
Undefeated: Jim Thorpe: and the Carlisle Indian School
Football Team by Steve Sheinkin.
A great American sport and Native American history
come together in this true story of how Jim Thorpe and
Pop Warner created the legendary Carlisle Indians football team at the Indian Industrial School in Pennsylvania, where they forged one of the winningest teams in
American football history.
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It’s summertime; relax and read a good book!

Drowned City : Hurricane Katrina & New Orleans
by Don Brown.
A graphic novel account of the Hurricane Katrina disaster
in November of 2005, when the city of New Orleans,
Louisiana, and surrounding areas were flooded and more
than fourteen hundred people lost their lives.

Abington’s public school librarians are pleased to recommend
the following titles for your reading pleasure. Also look for
other books by these authors!

The Drawing Lesson : A Graphic Novel That Teaches You
How to Draw by Mark Crilley.
A non-fiction graphic novel that teaches the essential
fundamentals artists need in order to master drawing.
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SCIENCE FICTION / FANTASY
WarCross by Marie Lu.
When bounty hunter and hacker Emika Chen finds
herself unexpectedly entered into the exclusive
WarCross championship, she is determined to get to
the bottom of a dastardly plot while trying to pull off a
win in the worldwide virtual reality game.
Strange the Dreamer by Laini Taylor.
Lazlo Strange is an orphan raised by monks, and he’s
dedicated his life to learning. His favorite story is of
Weep, the lost fairytale city that was literally removed
from memory. This is the story of his search for the
magical city.
La Belle Sauvage by Philip Pullman.
The first book in a new series set in the same world as
His Dark Materials trilogy. Malcolm, a boy from an
alternative Oxford, gets involved with a group of spies
and learns that the nuns at the priory across the street
are hiding baby Lyra from a sinister group. When a
flood rages, Malcolm must rescue Lyra and keep her
safe from her enemies.

MULTICULTURAL FICTION

REALISTIC FICTION

MYSTERY

Saints and Misfits by S.K. Ali.
Janna, a Muslim American teen, is trying to figure out
how to deal with the seemingly perfect boy from her
mosque who sexually assaulted her and is now spreading cruel rumors. At the same time, she’d like to find
space in her life for her non-Muslim crush—who likes
her, too.

The Closest I’ve Come by Fred Aceves.
Marcos Rivas yearns for love, a working cell phone,
and maybe a pair of sneakers that aren’t falling
apart. But more than anything, Marcos wants to get
out of Maesta, his hood, away from his indifferent
mom and her abusive boyfriend—which seems impossible. When he is placed in a new after-school
program, he meets Zach and Amy, whose friendship
inspires him to start thinking more about his future
and what he has to fight for. Marcos ultimately learns
that bravery isn’t about acting tough and being
macho; it’s about being true to yourself.

One of Us is Lying by Karen McManus.
On Monday afternoon, five students at Bayview High
walk into detention. Bronwyn is Yale-bound and never
breaks a rule, Addy is the picture-perfect homecoming
princess, Nate is already on probation for dealing,
Cooper is the all-star baseball pitcher, and Simon is the
creator of notorious gossip app. Before the end of
detention Simon's dead and according to investigators,
his death wasn’t an accident. Before he died he’d
planned to post juicy reveals about all four of his highprofile classmates, which makes all of them suspects in
his murder. Everyone has secrets, right? What really
matters is how far you would go to protect them.

The Upside of Unrequited by Becky Albertalli.
Seventeen-year-old Molly has 26 crushes behind her,
but she has never acted on them. Her outgoing twin,
Cassie, thinks she's got the perfect guy for Molly, but
Molly’s finding herself more drawn to a nerdy
coworker. Can Molly overcome her insecurities and
finally take a chance?

The Lie Tree by Frances Hardinge.
On an island off the south coast of England, Faith investigates the mysterious death of her father, who
was involved in a scandal, and discovers a tree that
feeds upon lies and gives those who eat its fruit visions
of truth.

I Am Not Your Perfect Mexican Daughter by Erika L.
Sánchez.
Julia is an outcast in her close-knit Mexican American
family, where she dreams of going away to college.
When her older sister suddenly dies, Julia begins to
piece together her sister’s secret life. As she grieves,
Julia embarks on a mission to discover herself, unearthing her family’s past in the process.
The Firefly Letters : a Suffragette's Journey to Cuba
by Margatia Engle.
A collection of poems from Cuban-American poet Margarita Engle in which she explores women rights with
various historical viewpoints.

HISTORICAL FICTION
Midnight at the Electric by Jodi Anderson.
The stories of three girls are intertwined across thousands of miles and multiple generations. 2065: Adri
has been picked to live on Mars. But weeks before
launch, she finds the journal of a girl who lived in her
house more than a hundred years ago and drawn into
the mystery surrounding her fate. 1934: Amid the uncertainty of the Dust Bowl, Catherine's family's situation is growing dire. She must find the courage to sacrifice everything she loves in order to save the one
person she loves most. 1919: In the aftermath of
World War I, Lenore tries to come to terms with her
grief for her brother, a fallen British soldier, and plans
to sail from England to America.
Girl in the Blue Coat by Monica Hesse.
An unforgettable story of bravery, grief, and love in
impossible times set against the dark and dangerous
backdrop of World War II. It's a look at the choices all
of us--including young adults--have to make in wartime.

*Far From the Tree by Robin Benway.
Grace, an only child who was adopted at birth, discovers that she is a middle child in a family of three
siblings, all placed in different situations. After
putting her own baby up for adoption, she goes looking for her biological family, including Maya, her
loud-mouthed younger bio sister, who has a lot to
say about their newfound family ties.
*Turtles All the Way Down by John Green.
Sixteen-year-old Aza never intended to pursue the
mystery of fugitive billionaire Russell Pickett, but
there’s a hundred thousand dollar reward at stake
and her best friend, Daisy, is eager to investigate. So
together, they navigate the short distance and broad
divides that separate them from Russell Pickett’s son,
Davis. Aza is trying to be a good daughter, a good
friend, a good student, and maybe even a good detective, while also living within the ever-tightening
spiral of her own thoughts.

Jane Unlimited by Kristin Cashore.
Jane accepts an invitation to a mysterious private mansion and finds a strange home full of art, secrets, spies,
a quirky cast of characters, and more questions than
answers. A seemingly innocuous choice divides Jane's
story into five distinct but parallel narratives, each
more bizarre than the last.


Try some of these great online lists, too!
Best Books for Young Adults
http://www.ala.org/yalsa/booklists/bbya
Reading Rants
http://readingrants.org
TeenReads.com
http://www.teenreads.com/

