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By Ross Armon
 “What the $@*! is that!?” When you unveil a new project this is not the 
reaction you hope for. Yet this exactly the response that happened last week 
when the Flyers unveiled their new mascot, Gritty. Th e monstrous, orange 
haired, muppet man-child debuted to intense reactions. People were immediately 
split on whether or not Gritty is creepy or cool. One shocked twitter user (@
isuckatpicking) claimed that Gritty was “a horror usually only witnessed on the ice 
in Philadelphia.” However, could this be exactly what the Flyers were hoping for? 
To understand, you have to dig much deeper.

Slapshot - Th e Flyers original mascot, which debuted in 1976, resembled an 
orange Barney holding a hockey stick. To say that this mascot was a roaring success would be a massive lie. Slapshot barely lasted a year. Slapshot 
had more to to do with the game of hockey than the Flyers themselves. 

Hip Hop - Hip Hop emerged from the 76ers Allen Iverson era. Th e “rabbit-on-steroids” characterized exactly what the 76ers were in that era, a 
team that was unconventional and sometimes too much. Hip Hop stayed around a little bit longer than Iverson, lasting until the 2011 season when 
the owners decided he would not be returning to the team aft er fans called the mascot “a little bit racist” and a “thug.” 

Franklin the Dog - Th e Sixers new mascot, which debuted in 2015, is a Blue Dog that dunks basketballs off  of trampolines and shoots T-shirts into 
rabid fan sections. Franklin, like most other mascots, has an amusing back story. Franklin’s ancestors supposedly dragged Ben Franklin to safety 
aft er he was struck by lightning, ran the Art Museum steps with Rocky, and traveled with Washington across the Delaware. Quite the history for a 
dog. Franklin is still around today, hyping up the crowd to 10 9 8 76ers.

Swoop - Finally, a mascot that makes sense. Swoop was unveiled at the old Veterans Stadium in 1995. Th ere is not much to say about Swoop other 
than that he survives on a diet of Philly Cheesesteaks and soft  pretzels, and has a nest on the top of Lincoln Financial Field. 

� e Phillie Phanatic - Th e Phanatic is on the Mount Rushmore of mascots. Aft er being unveiled in 1971, there has been nothing but love for 
the bird from the Galapagos. Aft er owner Bill Giles bought the copyright for the Phanatic for $200,000 dollars, the Phanatics value has grown 
exponentially. 
Even though the Galapagos is a 15 hour fl ight from Citizens Bank Park, the Phanatic has been intertwined in Philadelphia sports lore.

While Gritty might not be the most visually appealing mascot in the world, it is still supposed to embody Philly. Hopefully, fans will learn to 
embrace Gritty as a native Philadelphian and grow to love him half as much as we love the Philly Phanatic.

A Brief History of Philadelphia Sports Mascots

On Tuesday, Sept. 25, 2018, the Board of School Directors of the Abington School 
District voted unanimously to appoint Dr. Jeff rey S. Fecher as the next Superintendent of 
Schools. 

“Appointing a superintendent is the most important job of a school board,” Mr. 
McGarry said. “Fortunately for us, we were able to adhere to the initial process we outlined 
in our July 9th letter following Dr. Sichel’s retirement announcement, in which I expressed 
our desire to consider internal candidates before having to hire a fi rm to conduct a lengthy 
and expensive search that would result in candidates unfamiliar to serving this unique 
community. We have been impressed with Dr. Fecher’s performance to date and have heard 
from community members who feel the same.” 

Dr. Fecher, who has served Abington School District for 12 years, will succeed Dr. 
Amy Sichel, who announced her retirement in early July following a 42-year career in the 
District, 18 of which she served as Superintendent of Schools. Dr. Sichel’s retirement will be eff ective as of Friday, Nov. 9, 2018, at which point Dr. 
Fecher will become Superintendent .

Before joining Abington School District, Fecher was a middle school assistant principal in Flemington-Raritan School District and 
an English teacher at Bordentown Regional High School – both in New Jersey. He received a Doctorate of Education in educational and 
organizational leadership from the University of Pennsylvania, a Master of Arts degree in educational administration from Rider University, and 
a Bachelor of Arts from La Salle University. Fecher was principal of Abington Senior High School and principal-elect of Willow Hill Elementary 
School.

“Tonight is a special night for me,” said Dr. Fecher following the Board’s decision. “I entered into the fi eld of education because I wanted 
to infl uence the lives of young people, and what better way to make an impact than to lead one of the best school districts? I have been working 
toward the goal of becoming a superintendent, and to be appointed as the superintendent of a district that I know and love is humbling. I look 
forward to continuing to serve the communities of Abington and Rockledge alongside the 1,000-plus ASD staff  members who make our District 
great, and advancing Abington’s legacy of excellence and achievement as we make a diff erence in the lives of our more than 8,300 students and 
their families. I am excited to have an impact on the future of public education and the opportunities for our students.”
 Congratulations to Dr. Fecher, and happy retirement to Dr. Sichel!                        (excerpted from Abington School District press release)

Dr. Fecher Named Superintendent of Abington Schools
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By Sabrina Trakhtorchuk
2017 was a year that indisputably changed Hollywood, bringing 

up issues that had previously been kept quiet. At the peak of the #metoo 
movement came the tension surrounding Bill Cosby’s sexual assault 
case. Accused by Andrea Constand, former director of the Temple 
University Women’s basketball team, as well as several other women, of 
first drugging, and then sexually assaulting them, Cosby fell from grace. 
These accusations were then followed by Cosby’s own admission of 
purchasing Quaaludes, a strong sedative, for dates with women. Cosby 
claimed that this was normal, comparing the drug to having a few 
drinks.

With his 2017 trial ending inconclusively, the world watched 
and waited for a final verdict. On April 26th of 2018, Cosby was 
declared guilty on three counts of aggravated indecent assault against 
Andrea Constand in January of 2004. On Tuesday September 24th, in 
Montgomery County Court, Cosby was sentenced to 10 years in prison. 
At 81, Bill Cosby has gone 
from friendly father figure to 
“sexually violent predator”. A 
former pride of Pennsylvania, 
Cosby is transferred to 
Collegeville Phoenix where he 
spends his first night in prison, 
infamous and disgraced. 

Bill Cosby is only 
one among many celebrities, 
politicians, and personalities 
to be accused and found guilty 
of not only sexually assaulting 
women, but using his status for 
intimidation and gratification. 
His case, however, is so controversial because of the image he used to 
personify. The comedian, the father, the man to model after, and now 
the monster. This contrast is too striking. It begs the question: Who 

Bill Cosby Gets a 
Ten Year Sentence

OCTOBER EVENTS
The following games will be the special events for the Fall 
Sports teams during the month of October:

Thursday, October 4, - Girls Soccer vs. Upper Dublin - Senior 
Night at 7:30PM  in the Stadium *Game Two of a Boys/Girls 
Soccer doubleheader with Boys Soccer playing at 5:30PM

Friday, October 12, - Football vs. Harry S. Truman - 
Homecoming game at 7PM in the Stadium  

Saturday, October 13 – Homecoming Dance at 7pm

Monday, October 15, - Girls Volleyball vs. Souderton - Senior 
Night at 7PM in the gym

Tuesday, October 16, - Field Hockey vs. Cheltenham - Senior 
Day at 4:45PM at Memorial Field

Thursday, October 18, - Boys Soccer vs. Cheltenham - Senior 
Night at 7PM in the Stadium

Friday, October 26, - Football vs. Central Bucks West - Senior 
Night and Breast Cancer Awareness game at 7PM in the 
Stadium

                                GO GHOSTS!
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Ingredients:
Shrimp (2 lbs)
One medium onion
Crushed tomatoes
Feta cheese (1 lb)
2 lemons
Salt and pepper
Olive oil

The onion first needs to 
be diced into very small 
pieces, and then seared 
with a little bit of olive 
oil in a pan.

Next the crushed 
tomatoes are added to 
the onion and stirred continuously until they are cooked

Add salt and pepper for seasoning

Use 2 lbs of shrimp for the first recipe and the other half for the second 
one later; shrimp can be either peeled or unpeeled, whichever way you 
prefer.

The shrimp will be cooked with the mixture of the tomatoes and onion 
for only a few minutes.

Feta cheese should be cut in big pieces and placed into the mixture 
without being stirred  when the shrimp is ready.

DO NOT OVERCOOK THE SHRIMP AS IT BECOMES RUBBERY 
AND HARD TO CHEW!

This recipe can be used either as an appetizer and served with freshly 
baked bread, or they can be a main entrée and served over rice or 
potatoes. Enjoy!

SHRIMP “SAGANAKI” 
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By Catherine Fantuzzo

Walk in the red front door
Leave your shoes near the window, on the fl oor
Pictures on walls of blonde children smiling
Laughing so hard you might think they were dying

The kitchen affords the onlooker some mercy 
No wrinkles, no grumblings, no creases of worry
There’s compassion and comfort and food for the 
road
Love seems to be some engraven code

On the wall hangs a plaque 
White and black
Reading “It is what it is”
But, can life ever be as simple as this?

Walk in the Red Front Door
By Frankie Bria

Why fi t in? Does it make you feel better?
Why match other people’s outfi ts? Does it make you prettier?
Why follow the crowd? Is it just to be cooler?
Why not be you? Aren’t you amazing?

Break the concrete attaching in your skin,
Be the person you have always wanted to have been,
Embrace the sunrise rather than sunset,
Feel the power of love in your hands,

Be the one people get inspired by,
Do not hide and conceal the chrysalis,
Break free from the shadow you have been chained to,
Do not let fear conquer the real you,

Everyone is powerful,
Everyone is strong,
Everyone is beautiful,
Everyone is loved,

Today break free from the cage you have been held in,
Because the real you makes people smile!

Why Fit In?
                         CREATIVE WRITING CORNER - POETRY

                         CARTOONS! CARTOONS! CARTOONS!
Grace Bauder Grace Bauder

Life with Mr. Lev - Jeehae Young

Want your voice
to be heard?

Write for the
Abingtonian!

See Mr. Quigley
in Room S-3.
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FEATURES
By Derek Eppinger

Over the past four years, there are not many rappers who have gained as much traction and acclaim as Travis Scott. Raised in Houston Texas, the artist 
discovered and developed his unique sound that, over three solo studio albums, has continued to evolve and grow along with a mysterious persona. So with 
the long-awaited release of Astroworld, and the accompanying tour that expected to follow, let’s take a step back and clarify how each of these albums stack up 
against each other.

3. Birds in the Trap Sing Mcknight

Birds in the Trap Sing Mcknight is an extremely underwhelming follow-up to Travis’s initial behemoth of a freshman 
album. It takes the glitch distortion sound established in Rodeo and creates a half-baked project fi lled to the brim with 
disjointed and boring left overs that occasionally shows what Travis is truly capable of. It begins adequate, with the 
opening track “the ends”. And although it begins with a lengthy and unnecessary monologue, it’s followed by a surprise 
appearance of an energetic Andre 3000 verse. However, all initial momentum is immediately thrown out the window 
with “way back”, a jumbled mix of could-be hooks gluttoned with annoying ad-libs. Th e mediocre ideas continue with 
“coordinate”, with Travis mumbling and repeating a barely audible chorus next to an excruciatingly bland trap beat. 
“Th rough the late Night”, actually displays promise with old-school Kid Cudi humming over a French refrain and great 
instrumentals. Unfortunately, aft er that hook is repeated almost 5 times, the novelty wears off  and begins to really slog 
until Travis Scott is fi nally tapped for a verse. On which he pulls a nostalgic throwback literally referencing “Day’n’nite” 
and rhymes one of the fi rst great verses on the album. However, the same problem then occurs in “beibs in the trap”, 
and while I actually enjoy Nav’s nonsensical singing, Travis continues to put his lesser guests before him. 

Th e rest of the album while fi nally learning to follow normal song structure is muddied with forgettable and annoying 
gimmicks that add up to an album that has become a chore to listen to. An album I have to continue to play to talk 
about. However, Travis leaves two of his greatest songs in his entire discography hidden in this generic trap haystack. 
Th e fi rst of which is “goosebumps”, a dark trap banger that has Travis slowly, but powerfully singing over these eerie and 
ambient beats with an iconic and a masterfully slurred chorus. Th e song also features a fantastic Travis verse where he 
literally needs to take breaks to catch his breath, and a feature from Kendrick Lamar where he uses alliteration, along 
with all of his other vocal tricks. 

Th en, there’s “pick up the phone” the track that actually made me a Travis fan. Wasting no time, the song opens with a menacing Travis verse, overlapped with 
catchy steel drums and lyrics of getting the cold shoulder from a girl he actually wants to be faithful to. Displaying awesome chemistry, Young Th ug then joins 
Travis for a harmonic bridge and delivers his own bars covering the entire track in fl ames. Instead of extinguishing them, however, Quavo even joins the two 
only to pour gasoline all over the place. Th ese two tracks are this albums saving grace, and if enough attention was put into the rest of the album Travis would 
have a masterpiece on his hands. 

2. Astroworld

Astroworld is a gigantic step in the right direction from Birds, and while it also adopts many of the similar vocal gimmicks that made Birds mediocre, here they 
land like a rollercoaster almost every single time. Th e album kicks off  with “Stargazing”, a journey through space immediately returning Travis to his former 
glory. Using distortion, a syncopated beat, and that glorious auto-tune, Astroworld kicks off  to a much higher standard than Birds. Th e psychedelic shenanigans 
continue on “Sicko Mode”, a beat changing adventure featuring Drake and iconic verses every single section. Especially section two, where Travis executes one of 
his sickest fl ows to date.

Travis learns to fi nally acknowledge his calmer side, and glossy tracks like “Skeletons” or, “RIP Screw”, are both beautiful displays of production. Something 
Travis has clearly struggled with since his departure from G.O.O.D Music. Th e variety continues with “Coff ee Bean”, wherein a rare lyrical moment, a relaxed 
Travis rants about the expectations and controversy surrounding his relationship with Kylie Jenner. 

And don’t worry, the ridiculously awesome hooks and gimmicks are still here in plenty. Th e high pitched Don Toliver and booming bass are an immediate 
draw on “Can’t Say”, and the loud chanting and falling instrumentals on “No Bystanders” make it one of the most hype tracks on the album. Especially with 
that destructive Travis verse and a hook from none other than Juice Wrld. And the impressive guest list continues to become even more unbelievable, with Kid 
Cudi’s hums partnered with melancholy instrumentals on “Stop Trying to be God”, and a delightful harmonica solo from none other than Stevie Wonder. 

However, I don’t enjoy every track equally. I’ve certainly heard enough Th e Weekend features on Travis tracks, and the weird lyrics on “Wake Up” usually lead 
me to skipping the track entirely. Also the single “Butterfl y Eff ect”, is still sheepishly boring, and didn’t really have a place on this album. However, Travis has 
created something special with Astroworld, and while it doesn’t necessarily hit all of its moments out of the park, I appreciate Travis embracing his roots and 
realizing his missteps.

1.Rodeo

Rodeo is a modern rap classic. With Travis’s fi rst full-length studio album, experiments and variety are embraced entirely, and the sheer sound that he defi nes 
is excellent. At the time, Travis was still being groomed by the legendary Kanye West, and as a result, the entirety of the production shines with gloss and 
polish front to back. Th at signature auto-tune we all know and love is excelled on “90210”, a slow ballad complete melodic singing from Travis, synth keyboard 
beats, and when the chorus fi nally hits, gorgeous electric guitar riff s. However, that’s only the fi rst half of the song. Aft er a beat change, Travis runs through an 
aggressive verse about fame accompanied by a piano and bongo drums.

It has something for everybody. Th ere are stunning R&B moments like, “Pray 4 Love”, where Th e Weekend delivers beautiful synth-infused vocals while Travis 
gains momentum on a verse that absolutely soars into the chorus. Or how about the legendary “Antidote”, where Travis loudly proclaims that staggered chorus 
surrounded by those angry guitar strums and snappy drum beats, and just when the song begins to die down, Travis takes a verse to an entirely diff erent planet. 
Sub-genres like Soul are embraced on tracks like “Apple Pie”, with its major chord piano melody and background singers, and a heartfelt verse about how he’s 
determined to escape the shadow of his predecessors, and not rely on the legacy of his family. 

One of my personal favorites is the galloping “Flying High”, with psychedelic and wavy instrumentals, along with an alluring chorus by Toro y Moi. Travis goes 
hard on “I can tell”, an intense track fueled by the ridiculous stories of Travis’s nightlife and a song that would go on to inspire a generation of mumble rappers. 
And fi nally, before this becomes any longer, the rap-rock Kanye feature is a blast and is unlike something either of them has done before. Rodeo’s an absolute 
journey to listen to, and one that I continue to fi nd new surprises within. It’s only a shame that Travis’s Scott’s magnum opus had to be his fi rst.

Travis Scott’s Albums, Ranked 
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By Ethan Kovnat

 Despite being one of the most infl uential philosophers of the Western 
world, Socrates actually produced no written work. In fact, most of what 
we know about Socrates comes from Plato, his academic successor, and 
the playwright Aristophanes, both of whom essentially used Socrates as a 
character in their own works. Th ey created what are believed to be embellished 
caricatures of the historical 
philosopher. 

Th e real Socrates (c. 469-
399 B.C.E.) was an Athenian public 
fi gure and teacher who practically 
invented Western philosophy 
as we know it. One of Socrates’s 
most lasting contributions was the 
invention of the Socratic method: 
a form of inductive reasoning 
that advocates for the repeated 
questioning of a premise to 
reveal its underlying foundation. 
Essentially, it is akin to a child 
repeatedly asking “Why?” when 
they do not understand something. 
Another of Socrates’s beliefs was 
that knowledge and ignorance are 
not antonyms, but run parallel to 
each other, epitomized by his mantra, “True knowledge exists in knowing that 
you know nothing.” At age seventy, Socrates was executed by the Athenian 
State, on the charges of “corrupting the youth” (he oft en criticized the 
Athenian government in front of his students) and “impiety” (he supposedly 
refused to worship the Greek gods). Socrates’s unsuccessful defense of himself 
on these matters in court was recorded by Plato in the dialogue “Apology”.

Plato (c. 428-347 B.C.E.) was a student of Socrates, and is widely 
regarded as his immediate successor. Although he oft en used Socrates as a 
character in his famous “Socratic dialogues”, Plato’s work is notable in its own 
right. In fact Plato is considered so infl uential that contemporary philosopher 
Alfred North Whitehead once said, “Th e safest general characterization of the 
European philosophical tradition is that it consists of a series of footnotes to 
Plato.” One of Plato’s most well-known beliefs is the idea that everything in 
the real world is inherently imperfect, and is in fact an imitation of a perfect 
or “ideal” form within an unchanging world above our own. Plato felt that 
the goal of a philosopher was to understand these ideal forms so that one 
could navigate and improve the imperfect copies that exist within reality. 
According to Plato, these forms could only be comprehended by adherence to 
logic and strict rationalism. Th e idea of a separation between the perceivable 
world and another world is a key concept that infl uenced future philosophers 
like René Descartes (and inspired the movie Th e Matrix). Another of Plato’s 
lasting achievements was the creation of his Academy, the fi rst university, 
where he taught students such as Aristotle. However, Plato’s shortcomings are 
oft en overlooked by mainstream scholars, who seem to ignore Plato’s sexist 
attitudes and his advocacy for a state lead by a philosopher-king in which 
all people have a prescribed social class and role assigned at birth. Notably, 
Plato’s political philosophy served as a major inspiration for modern Fascist 
governments. 

Socrates was also succeeded by Diogenes of Sinope (c. 404-323 
B.C.E.), founder of the Cynic school of thought, who was greatly infl uenced 
and inspired by Socrates. Diogenes, in contrast to Plato’s belief that humanity 
existed above nature, believed that humanity was meant to exist as a part of 
nature. Diogenes also believed that the purpose of life was to live virtuously 
and in accordance with nature, which he viewed as entailing a rejection of 
society and social norms and living a simple lifestyle. To demonstrate this 
philosophy, Diogenes chose to live in a barrel. Due to his vagrant lifestyle, 
Diogenes was nicknamed “the dog” (kynikos in Greek, which is the root of the 
word Cynicism). Diogenes was also famous for trolling Plato whenever he had 
the chance. For example, aft er Plato published his attempt to categorize the 
world’s animals, which listed Man as simply a “featherless biped”, Diogenes 
ran into one of Plato’s lectures carrying a plucked chicken, shouting “Behold! 
Plato’s Man!” Diogenes was also known to occasionally stomp on Plato’s carpet 
shouting, “Behold! I trample on the Pride of Plato!”, and to repeatedly barge 
into Plato’s classrooms with a wagon full of food in hopes of distracting Plato’s 
students (this is believed to have been successful). Ultimately, Socrates and his 
successors produced lasting innovations that continue to infl uence the fi eld of 
Philosophy to this day.

Philosophy Phlashcards: 
SOCRATES Edition By Joey Nolan

It has been a long, memorable summer folks, but it’s time to 
put our happiness aside and get in gear for the school year. I imagine 
the fi rst few weeks for everybody have been as torturous as they have 
been for me. But returning to Abington Senior High School has its one, 
singular perk -- a brand new set of editions of America’s favorite High 
School newspaper advice column, “Knowledge with Nolan”. 

Our fi rst question of the year was submitted by a Junior who 
would like to remain anonymous. (S)He asks, “Chips?” I was initially 
unsure on how to answer said question, but I chose to interpret it in the 
way that would make this article the most entertaining. Today, we will 
be digging deep into the snack hole to uncover the truth. Which chip 
will be crowned king of all chips?

I began my research with a simple survey. I set out to get a 
more provincial set of subjects and narrow my options down to only 
the 10 most popular chips. Now, I suppose you’re thinking that I could 
just take what is considered the most popular and start there, but that 
wouldn’t make this an interesting article, would it? I then set out to 
purchase and do a side-by-side test of each crisp. Our “most popular” 
chips came out to be as follows: Red Doritos, blue Doritos, Cheetos, 
Lays, Lays (sour cream and onion), Lays (salt and vinegar), BBQ lays, 
Pringles, Fritos, and Flamin’ hot Cheetos. Instantly, I took the liberty 
of removing salt and vinegar Lays, because they are the worst. I also 
pushed aside the fl amin’ hot Cheetos because everybody forgot about 
them; maybe in 2016 they might have stood a chance, sorry haters.

So there I sat, eight 
bags of chips laid out 
in front of me. It’s truly 
diffi  cult to rank such 
a wide array of fl avors 
and brands, but I had a 
mission, and if I wasn’t 
going to do it, who 
would? I began my feast, 
starting with the Fritos, 
as I was doubtful that 
they would impress me. I 
had forgotten how good 
Fritos are, but alas, they 
are not deserving of any 
kind of crown. Th e same 
applies to original Lays. 
Sure, they’re good, but 
when it comes down to 
it, they are just chips, no 
more no less. I have been a 
strong advocate of Pringles 
my whole life, yet I can’t 
bring myself to advance them as far as fi rst place. BBQ Lays are frankly 
amazing, but aft er eating too many, they make your mouth hurt, thus 
depriving them of king status. Lays Sour Cream and Onion are also a 
delight, but I think they have too many haters to be dubbed as royal. 
Both the blue and the red Doritos were ranked highest in the polls, and 
both do have that classic, iconic, perfect shape, fl avor, and crunch, but I 
am not putting them at the top either. 

My research has led me to only one true conclusion -- the king 
of all chips is the Cheeto, and yes it counts as a chip. Every Cheeto 
has its own shape; I once found one shaped exactly like a saxophone. 
Th ey are probably the most fl avor-packed of our options, as well as 
having what can only be described as the crunch of the gods. And a 
Cheeto’s kingship can’t be argued without some mention of the cheesy 
residue left  on the fi ngers that provides a bonus snack for aft er you are 
done. You can debate with me all you want, but I’m the one writing the 
advice column. So, anonymous questioner, the answer I provide you is 
Cheetos. Hopefully my conclusion suffi  ces for your complex question. 
But to be honest, if I had never gone through the trouble of doing a 
survey and everything, I most likely would have recommended the 
Honey BBQ Fritos . But what do I know, it’s not like I write America’s 
favorite High School newspaper advice column or anything.

Knowledge With Nolan
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By Rachel Oh

As the decades go by, the number of high school graduates attending 
college climbs steadily. Although this is a promising sign of a future full of 
well-educated educated citizens and prosperity, the tuition trailing behind 
these new graduates expands accordingly, foreshadowing many years of debt. 
Even those who consider attending in-state colleges because of financial 
concerns feel a bite in their savings accounts; back in 1998, two decades ago, 
in-state college tuition was roughly $3,000 annually, but now this number 
has nearly quadrupled, costing about $40,000 for four years. This number is 
also without the calculation of room and board along with other factors, such 
as fees. Even worse, private school institutions such as Columbia University 
and University of Chicago demand over $56,000 yearly as private four-year 
institutions, when before private schools cost about an average of $17,000 
twenty years ago. 
 Students traveling out of state for college have to pay a hefty amount, 
but there are a handful of states that have tuition reciprocity programs to 
alleviate the cost. An example of this is Minnesota, which has agreements with 
nearby states that lower the cost of tuition for Minnesota residents, in order 
to attract more students to their colleges. However, these programs are mainly 
prevalent in the Midwest. Tuition-free programs exist, but only 17 out of 50 
states provide these benefits.

Not to mention, the soaring cost of colleges not only affect the poor, 
but also many upper-middle class citizens. Families that approach or exceed an 
average income of $200,000 receive little benefit of financial aid, thus having to 
pay almost the full bill, while despite numerous assistance from financial aid to 
help low-income families, even in-state tuition is quite a strain on a family that 
makes under $75,000 annually. 

With a staggering average cost of approximately $91,000 for a four-
year private institution predicted in 2030, it is fair to say that some type of 
action needs to be done. Although government involvement in these types of 
problems do not perfectly align with the beliefs of the current political party 
in power, a government’s best interests lies within the people, regardless of 
external trivial factors. This is clearly a broad issue that will place millions 
of people in this country from a variety of social classes in debt, which will 
without a doubt impact the future economy. Government support on already 
high college tuitions is not a sorry excuse to help the poor, but is a safe 
decision to prevent a debt-ridden future. With cheaper tuition, the United 
States could reach its full potential with a well-educated and financially 
burden-less youth. So instead of composing questionable tweets and fleeing 
to golf resorts, maybe it is time that the majority of people in this country 
actually benefit from the government, not just the 1%. After all, I thought it 
was “America first.” 

College Tuition Climbs

By Rachel Oh 

 Like YouTube, Sparknotes joins the small yet extremely 
aggravating list of sites that Abington Senior High School blocked. 
Although I am uncertain of the number of students who know this 
tragedy is indeed a reality, I am definitely sure that when they find out, 
the same emotion will be expressed in unison: anger. I am no exception 
to this majority, since I am quite puzzled on why sparknotes got the 
boot; you can easily argue that it IS an educational site. Unlike YouTube, 
where you can spend idle minutes in study hall or whatnot sucked in 
a hole of Dr.Phil recaps, Sparknotes explains stories or meanings in a 
piece of literature in a way that students can understand-Shakespearean 
language isn’t second nature to everyone. Although some may argue 
that this actually harms the student since they do not get to practice 
reading challenging text, he or she just staring at a jumble of words in 
confusion is counterproductive. I am not endorsing that students do 
not read their assigned book or to just look up a summary if a text or 
excerpt is too hard, but it needs to be acknowledged that Sparknotes 
does have benefits if used correctly, as many students do. English is a 
difficult subject for many students, and sometimes a little assistance 
is needed. I believe that the money used to block this site, although it 
is widely known here that funding is not a pressing issue thanks to a 
generous donation, should be invested elsewhere. If Abington wants 
their students to not be led astray and cares about their education, 
unblocking Sparknotes will do no harm. 

Sparknotes Blocked?!

By Sarah McArdle    

        Nathan Larson was running as a candidate for Congress. But should 
he have been allowed to? An “Independent” aiming to represent the 10th 
Congressional District of Virginia, Larson publicly advocates pedophilia, 
incest, and white supremacy. He has admitted to being a pedophile, and 
in fact ran two websites where he often posted his misogynistic and 
pedophilic thoughts.

           On his likelihood for election, Larson said, “A lot of people are tired 
of political correctness and being constrained by it. People prefer when 
there’s an outsider who doesn’t have anything to lose and is willing to say 
what’s on a lot of people’s minds.” This is a fair statement, as our country 
has seen. But there’s a fine line between criticizing political correctness and 
endorsing child rape.

            Often loaded with slang and always derogatory, Nathan Larson’s 
stance on women is hate speech - plain and simple. He has said that 
“women are objects, to be taken care of by men like any other property,” 
and the only reason sexual harassment happens is due to the attractive 
females in the workplace. Larson also appealed to Congress to dissolve the 
Violence Against Women Act. His websites revealed more of his opinions 
in the form of dozens of essays, some of which are titled “Advantages of 
Father-Daughter Incest,” “A Man Should Be Allowed to Choke His Wife 
to Death as Punishment for Cutting Her Hair Short Without Permission, 
or Other Acts of Gross Insubordination,” and “The Justifiability of an 
Incel’s Kidnapping a Girl and Keeping Her as His Rape-Slave for Sex and 
Babymaking.” 

            Are you even surprised that he blamed school shootings on 
feminists? Apparently, because “feminists encouraged female sexual 
promiscuity and undermined husbands› authority over their wives,»many 
boys are fatherless, which leads to them shooting up schools. He even 
uttered the completely outlandish phrase, «Guns don›t kill people - 
feminists do.» One of the posts, called “Here’s How to Psyche Yourself 
Up to Feel Entitled to Rape,” included the charming quote: “Don’t forget: 
feminism is the problem, and rape is the solution.”In a separate entry, 
Larson bragged about raping his ex-wife. 

            Larson sounds like a caricature for all things evil, even seeming 
too villainous. However, he confirmed in an interview that not only did 
he write these posts, he wholeheartedly believes in what he’s preaching. In 
response to a question asking if he was a pedophile or merely writes about 
pedophilia, Larson said, “It’s a mix of both. When people go over the top 
there’s a grain of truth to what they say.” 

            Larson aims to legalize child marriage, incest (particularly father-
daughter marriage), and child pornography. He’s admitted to wanting 
to have sexual relations with children, including his own three-year-old 
daughter. Thankfully, she has been placed with relatives, and Larson has 
only seen her once. According to Larson, his ex-wife committed suicide 
shortly after their daughter’s birth.

            Naturally, Larson reveres Adolf Hitler as “white supremacist hero.” 
He believes that white people are different than other races due to their 
“cultural creativeness, [their] willingness to invest in the long term rather 
than living for today, and [their] conscientious desire to do the right thing 
even if it requires heroic self-sacrifice for the good of society.» It’s unclear 
how allowing men to marry infants or murder their wives for getting a 
haircut is for the “good of society.”

            Perhaps most damning, Larson actually spent time in prison, for 
sending a letter to the Secret Service threatening to kill George W. Bush 
and Barack Obama. He pleaded guilty to this crime and spent 16 months 
in prison. In fact, his ability to campaign for office came into question last 
year, when he ran for the Virginia House of Delegates (and lost). Larson 
can legally run for federal office, but only because the former governor 
of Virginia restored civil and voting rights to former felons. Ultimately, 
Larson did withdraw from this year’s race.

            He’s been running for office for over a decade and hasn’t won, so 
voters need to be given some credit. But the fact that such a hateful person 
with such horrific views is even considered a viable candidate to represent 
the more moral and principled citizens of our country is very disturbing. 

Nathan Larson, Deplorable
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By Shaheen Soltani

Quarterback: Ryan Fitzpatrick
Ryan “Fitzmagic” !!! Who would have thought that he would have been the 
1st in NFL history to throw for more than 400 yards in the first 3 games? Well, 
I didn’t. I don’t even think that 99.9% of NFL watchers saw this coming. Fitz 
has thrown for a total of 11 touchdowns in the first three games. Tom Brady 
and Aaron Rodgers couldn’t even throw for half or Fitzpatrick’s number of 
touchdowns. Anyways, Ryan FItzpatrick should be rostered in every fantasy 
football league. 

Quarterback: Patrick Mahomes
The rookie Mahomes was a total wildcard. Just like Fitz, nobody thought 
that he would have more touchdowns than Tom Brady and Aaron Rodgers 
COMBINED in the first 3 games. However, it isn’t surprising considering the 
elite weapons around him. Patrick Mahomes should certainly be rostered in 
every league and started. 
 
Running Back: James Conner
Most of you football fans heard that Le’veon Bell is not playing due to not 
signing his franchise tender. As you would have expected, Steelers fans are 
pretty upset. However, they should throw away their tears because James 
Conner is here. Conner has so far gained more than 350 yards through 
rushing and receiving. He also has scored 3 touchdowns and is ranked 5th in 
average fantasy points scored. James Conner is a must start until Bell returns. 

Wide Receiver: Desean Jackson 
The former Eagles wide out just broke Jerry Rice’s record of 23 touchdowns of 
60+ yards. Jackson has just rejuvenated his career with the help of Fitzpatrick. 
He is the second receiver on the Buccaneers and can take advantage of 
the secondary with the long receptions. Desean Jackson absolutely has the 
potential to scoring 50 fantasy points and leading your team to victory. 

The Biggest Surprises of 
Fantasy Football (so far) By: Ryan Daniels

Here are some award predictions for the upcoming NBA season:

NBA MVP: Anthony Davis
Runner Ups: Lebron James and Giannis Antetokounmpo
Anthony Davis is a monster power forward for the New Orleans Pelicans, 
coming off a season in which he finished second in the MVP voting. Last 
season, while playing with another ball-dominant big in Demarcus Cousins, 
Davis averaged 28.1 points, 11.1 rebounds, and 2.3 assists per game. This year, 
however, Davis is going to be out on a mission due to Cousins signing with the 
Golden State Warriors this summer. Anthony Davis was also runner up to Rudy 
Gobert in Defensive Player of the Year (DPOY). This honor came after he had 
2.6 blocks and 1.5 steals per game. Anthony Davis is just entering his prime, and 
this will be his first of many MVP trophies.

NBA Defensive Player of the Year: Joel Embiid
Runner Ups: Rudy Gobert and Anthony Davis
What is there not to love with Joel Embiid? Embiid is among the most 
dominating big men in the league. Last season he came third in DPOY voting, 
and it was his second full season in the league. Embiid was limited by injury 
problems and a minutes restriction last year. However, this year he has nothing 
holding him back, allowing the 7’2’’ center to dominate a game for 40+ minutes. 
Although he only had 0.6 steals and 1.8 blocks per game last season, statistics do 
not tell the whole story of the defensive beast that is Joel Embiid. His defensive 
rating of 0.054 ranked 9th in the NBA. Two of his teammates were above him 
in rankings, Ben Simmons and Robert Covington, but anyone who has watched 
him play knows that Joel is the centerpiece of the Sixers defense. Joel came close 
last season, but expect the Phantom of the Process to be next year’s Defensive 
Player of the Year.

NBA Rookie of the Year: Ben Simmons 
Runner Ups: Jaren Jackson and Kevin Knox
Yes, Ben Simmons will win Rookie of the Year two years in a row. He is the next 
Lebron James and… no I am not actually being serious. The real Rookie of the 
Year is going to be Luka Doncic. The 6’8” wing is a young stud who has been 
playing professional ball for the past four years with Real Madrid in Europe. 
While playing in the consensus second best league in the world, the 19 year old 
won the league MVP. He also led his team to the championship and won the 
Finals MVP. He has the most experience out of any of the other rookies in this 
draft in addition to a great mentor in fellow European star Dirk Nowitzki. He 
will be able to learn from him and how he dealt with the struggle of playing in 
America. Watch out for this young stud in Luka Doncic.

NBA 6th Man of the Year:  Dennis Schroder
Runner Ups: Eric Gordon and Lou Williams 
Dennis Schroder is going to be tasked with being a spark plug off the bench 
for the Oklahoma City Thunder this year. Last year, the Thunder had one of 
the worst benches in the league which put a lot of stress on superstars Russell 
Westbrook and Paul George. Dennis Schroder last year was a starting caliber 
player for the Atlanta Hawks, averaging 19.4 points and 6.2 assists per game. Of 
course these numbers will experience a decline this season; however, expect his 
efficiencies to go up because he is going up against the second units for most 
teams. He will help propel this Thunder teams to more wins and keep the aging 
vets healthy for the entire season. 

NBA Most Improved Player: Markelle Fultz
Runner Ups: Dejounte Murray and Julius Randle
Honestly, there isn’t much room to get worse after last season’s debacle. Last 
year’s first overall pick was so bad that he didn’t get any playing time in the 
playoffs while healthy. Fultz’ shot issues have been well documented. However, 
after working out with “shot doctor” Drew Hanlen all summer, many have 
pegged Fultz as a breakout star entering his sophomore season. In the past, 76ers 
rookies have gone on to have excellent seasons after missing their first season 
due to injury. 

NBA Coach of the Year: Brad Stevens
Runner Ups: Greg Popovich and Steve Kerr
Brad Stevens is emerging as the one of the best coaches in today’s game. While 
dealing with a mountain of injuries, he has still found a way to win. Last 
postseason he was without his two best players and marquee acquisitions in 
Kyrie Irving and Gordon Hayward. Without these two all-star players he was 
able to beat a Giannis-lead Bucks team, a Sixers team who many people believed 
would make the NBA finals, before finally losing to the Cavaliers in 7 games 
after Lebron carried the Cavs to a victory. This guy definitely runs a winning 
system and with (hopefully) all of his players back and hungry, this team is the 
tentative favorite for the best team in the Eastern Conference. 

NBA Predictions 2018-19

By Sam Giordano

As the Abington Golf team has taken an 
unfortunate turn for the worse, from being 
an almost undefeated team to a team with a 
losing record of 4-8, I interviewed my friend 
and teammate Kenny Wasekanes to help the 
school understand what we can expect from 
players now and years to come. 

Giordano: How is this years team looking Kenny? 
Wasekanes: We’ve got a great group of guys this year but unfortunately you can’t 
win em’ all. 

Giordano: What has your personal experience like on varsity? The new 
competition, improved skill, etc. 
Wasekanes: Coach Cottone has helped improve my skill in the game as well as 
playing with better opponents has given me a greater motivation to be able to 
compete with them. 

Giordano: What advice do you have for future Abington golfers or players who 
are looking to join the team? 
Wasekanes: Golf is much more of a grind than it gets credit for and just like any 
other sport, PRACTICE, PRACTICE, PRACTICE! You’ll never meet the people 
like the people you meet while playing golf. 

Giordano: What do you plan to do with your golf career? Play in college, after 
college, etc.? 
Wasekanes: If I ever received an offer from any schools that would be great but 
for now I mainly use it as a social platform just to get together with friends and 
what not.

Giordano: Can you summarize your season personally? 
Wasekanes: I’m not going to trash myself but in all seriousness I have perfected 
many parts of my game. I started in the lower line up but now I am a more 
consistent player who went from chunking my irons on practice squad to an 
Abington varsity athlete.

The Golf Gazette
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76ers Season Outlook
By Charlie Spurrier

 From one game away from the top of the National League, to 
being eliminated from the playoffs with over a week left of baseball. 
This disappointing turn of events have left the dedicated Philly-faithful 
enraged. On August 5th, the Phillies had just completed a four game 
sweep over the Miami Marlins. This was the last series win that the 
Phillies have earned up through September 24th, with almost two 
months of losing baseball being played. This season is even more 
discouraging when one notices some of the stellar seasons put together 
by specific Phillies. The young ace, Aaron Nola, proved that he has 
the talent to be an elite starting pitcher by posting a 2.45 ERA (It was 
below 2.20 
until a rough 
September). 
Rhys Hoskins 
also followed up 
his historic start 
to last season 
by hitting over 
30 home runs. 
Great seasons 
in otherwise 
disappointing 
ventures.
 
Following the 
sweep of the Marlins, the Phillies went 15-29 on their way to being 
knocked out of the playoff race by the Atlanta Braves, the very team 
they surrendered the division lead to. There are many things to blame 
the collapse of the Phillies this season on. Causes include questionable 
managerial decisions, lack of offense, over-reliance on home runs, and 
bullpen troubles. No team that wants to make the playoffs can have 
this many issues. People have been criticizing first-year manager, Gabe 
Kapler, for his unconventional system with different lineups every 
game. The system worked in the beginning, but once the bats went cold, 
the players could not work themselves out their slump. The offense 
has been inept since the beginning of August, with very little rallies or 
hits strung together. Outside of Hector Neris, the bullpen has not been 
able to keep the small leads that the lackluster offense provides. These 
factors have led to the terrible end which will result in Phillies players 
sitting on the couch this October. What was once a promising and 
surprising start has left a bitter taste in one’s mouth.

The Fall of the Phillies

By Meghan Strange
The Philadelphia Flyers have been on a tear to start the preseason.  Their past five games have been against a pair 

of teams from New York: the Islanders and Rangers. The team’s recent success has pushed them to second place in the 
Metropolitan division. Their defense, led by four-year veteran Shayne Gostisbehere, has been excellent throughout the 
preseason. The young Flyers on the bubble have been fighting relentlessly for the last few roster spots, bringing a sense of 
optimism that has been evasive in recent memory.  However, the goalie situation continues to frustrate Flyer’s fans.   Expected 
starter Alex Lyon is out until the middle of October with a lower-body injury, while Brian Elliott has been inconsistent, to say the least.  Unproven rookies 
Carter Hart and Anthony Stolarz have been getting the majority of the starts his preseason.  Hart does have a win under his belt but is inexperienced.  Stolarz 
has been the definition of inconsistent, recording a nearly perfect start in the 5-1 win against the Islanders.  In contrast, he allowed three goals on only 10 shots 
in a preseason overtime defeat against the Islanders on Friday.  To ensure a strong season start, the Flyers need to be consistent between the pipes.  

The Flyers hope that their strong start to the preseason correlates to early season success. The Flyers’ opening game is against the defending Western 
Conference Champion Vegas Golden Knights on October 4th, with their home opener 5 days later against the San Jose Sharks.

Players to watch:

Mikhail Vorobyov (Center): The prospect center out of Russia scored 2 goals and one assist in the past five games he has played in.  He continues to surprise 
coaches and fans alike.

Carter Hart (Goalie) : The young goalie saved nine shots during the first period of the OT game against the Islanders.  As he gains more experience and 
consistency, he could earn the opening night start between the pipes.

Shayne Gostisbehere (Defenseman): The four-year vet is consistently making plays and working hard.  Expect a strong year from “Ghost.”

Strong Season Upcoming for The Flyers

By Spencer Armon 

The Philadelphia 76ers are ready. Expectations are high for last 
year’s #3 seed in the Eastern Conference. Last season was a pleasant 
surprise for many fans when the Sixers broke 50 wins for the first time 
since the 2000-2001 season. They advanced to the 2nd round of the 
playoffs before a shocking loss to the injury-plagued Boston Celtics. But 
last year is in the past. This year figures to be a special one for the team 
as they look to improve on an already stellar season.

The 76ers have an exciting young core with Joel Embiid, Ben 
Simmons, and Markelle Fultz. Joel Embiid entered the offseason healthy 
for the first time in his young career, and hopefully the young star put 
in the work necessary to improve his game. The 2017-2018 NBA Rookie 
of the Year, Ben Simmons, looks primed to take the next step to what 
was already an incredible rookie season and move into the upper tier 
of NBA players. Markelle Fultz, last year’s  #1 pick, struggled with his 
shot in his rookie season, but after taking over 150,000 shots during the 
summer with a shooting coach, 76ers fans pray that the effort that he 
put in shows and he blossoms into the player that the team thought he 
could be entering the league.

There are many key players from last year’s playoff run 
returning, including a 3-point specialist in J.J. Redick and young 
forwards Dario Saric and Robert Covington. T.J. McConnell, a fan 
favorite, also figures to help out this talented Sixers squad.  Plus, Brett 
Brown, the head coach, acquired some veterans to provide leadership 
and drafted some young talent while acting as interim general manager 
over the offseason. The 76ers recently hired a new general manager 
in Elton Brand. Last year, Brand worked in the 76ers front office and 
was the general manager for the 76ers G-League affiliate. Brand is just 
two years removed from playing for the 76ers! He is well respected 
around the league and will hopefully be an improvement from Bryan 
Colangelo, the former general manager, who resigned in June.

The Eastern Conference appears weaker this year than it 
already was, due to the departure of Lebron James, giving the 76ers 
a chance to make it to the NBA championship. However, the team’s 
main competition in the conference will likely be the Boston Celtics 
and Toronto Raptors. The Boston Celtics are the favorite to win the 
conference due to the fact that their team is now healthy, unlike last 
year, when Kyrie Irving and Gordon Hayward missed the playoffs. The 
Raptors project to be good this year as well, with their blockbuster 
acquisition of Kawhi Leonard over the offseason and the hiring of new 
head coach Nick Nurse. Nevertheless, the 76ers have the potential to 
beat both, and will be truly fun to watch this year as they compete for 
an NBA championship. Fans should get excited for the 76ers season as it 
kicks off October 16 against the Celtics.


