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MAGA 2018?

By Sabrina Trakhtorchuk and Natalie Faye
Th e new year arrived with Democrats and Republicans (and the President) still unable to fi nd a satisfactory compromise on budget 

spending, so the government shutdown continues. Th is means nine federal departments are operating on carryover cash, a resource that is 
becoming scarce. Eff ectively, government employees are left  without paychecks, and many government programs are left  without funding. Th e 
systems aff ected include the Coast Guard, national museums and parks, the EPA (Environmental Protection Agency), Homeland Security, and 
federal courts. Families are therefore forced to budget and rearrange plans to cover bills and pay for basic necessities, while agencies instituted for 
the protection and betterment of the country are left  equally vulnerable.

Only the most essential employees -- postal workers, weather forecasters, fi refi ghters -- will continue to work during the shutdown. Th ese 
workers will work without immediate pay and will be compensated later, while the others will not work and will not be offi  cially paid (although 
they may be compensated later as well, which has happened before). Some 800,000 federal workers went without immediate pay during the holiday 
season and will continue to be stuck in this limbo until the standstill is over. A tax examiner, a CNBC article reported, could not aff ord his insulin. 
Lack of park workers and overfl owing toilets forced Joshua Tree National Park in California to close.

Th e argument keeping these programs from running is federal funding, primarily federal funding for President Trump’s ‘border wall’ 
between the US and Mexico, an idea that he ran on and continues to defend. Initially campaigning on the promise that Mexico would pay for the 
structure, Trump now demands a 5.6 billion dollar cut of the federal budget to go towards the building of the wall. Democrats refuse this sum and 
are yet unable to strike an equal deal. As this tension rises, trash builds up in our national parks, dust on the prized artifacts of the Smithsonian, 
and national security is put at risk, with employees left  without pay and without answers.
 President Trump, however, has proven unsympathetic to these consequences. He has stated that he will continue the shutdown for “as 
long as it takes” to gain funding for his wall. Only time will tell the full consequences of this decision.     

Partial Government Shutdown Drags On

By Ross Armon
 Two windless nights in the American Midwest. Two primetime football games. Two down-to-the-
wire endings. Two times Cody Parkey has saved the Eagles.
 Not much has changed since September 15, 2014, in Indianapolis. Nick Foles was still the Eagles 
starting quarterback. Darren Sproles was still slicing and dicing through defenses. 
 When Parkey drilled the 36-yard chip shot, he was hailed as the heir to David Akers, the kicker 
who would once again lead the Eagles into the playoff s. Yet he would only play one more year for the Birds 
before fi nding his way to Chicago‘s O’Hare airport via Miami International Airport.
 Parkey’s botched attempt in the Eagles vs. Bears Wildcard game allowed him to reclaim his mantle 
as Philadelphia’s savior. Aft er 59 minutes and 50 seconds of sloppy, uncharacteristic football from both 
sides, the fate of two teams hung in the balance. On his fi rst attempt, the kick was drilled through the 
uprights. A few fans behind the end zone jumped in jubilation, assuming the Bears had just advanced 
to the NFC Divisional Round. Meanwhile, Doug Pederson had called a timeout just before the snap in 
an attempt to ice Parkey. And man oh man did it work. On the ensuing snap, Parkey kicked the ball just 
low enough for Treyvon Hester to glance the ball with a fi ngertip and just far enough to the left  that the 
upright could seemingly bend over and knock the ball down into the crossbar. Th e ball paused for a second before deciding to bounce back off  the 
crossbar, hit the ground in the end zone, and allow the Eagles to advance. When I called my Dad he declared, “When I saw that kick miss, I knew 
the football gods were looking down on us.”
 Could it be another season of destiny? 

GAME 1 - EAGLES 18  FALCONS 12:  Jay Ajayi had a pair of touchdown runs, Nick Foles caught a TD, and the defense made a stand at the end of the game for the ‘W’. 
GAME 2 - BUCCANEERS 27  EAGLES 21:  Th e Eagles rallied from a 20-point defi cit behind 3 TD passes by Nick Foles, but they fell short to Ryan Fitzpatrick and the Bucs.
GAME 3 - EAGLES 20  COLTS 16:  Wentz threw a touchdown pass on his fi rst drive in nine months, and the Birds made two defensive stops to hold on for a win.
GAME 4 - TITANS 26  EAGLES 23:  Th e Titans trailed by 14 in the third quarter before rallying for the lead. Th ey also trailed 23-20 in overtime before coming back again       
                   behind Marcus Mariota. As coach Pederson put it, “Th is hurts.”
GAME 5 - VIKINGS 23  EAGLES 21: Th e off ense sputtered and had two fumbles to drop the rematch of last NFC Championship game. At 2-3, the season looked grim.
GAME 6 - EAGLES 34  GIANTS 13:  Wentz threw three touchdown passes and the Birds got an early lift  from their defense and special teams in beating the struggling Giants.
GAME 7 - PANTHERS 21  EAGLES 17:  Total heartbreaker. Th e Panthers overcame a 17-point 4th quarter defi cit to shock the Birds.
GAME 8 - EAGLES 24  JAGUARS 18:  Th e Eagles traveled to Wembley Stadium and hung on to beat Jacksonville. Th e defense fi nally hung on to preserve a win.
GAME 9 - COWBOYS 27  EAGLES 20:  Ezekiel Elliot ran all over the Birds, leading to a third straight home loss. 
GAME 10 - SAINTS 48  EAGLES 7:  A total rout. Th e worst loss ever by a reigning Super Bowl champion. 4-6 at this point.
GAME 11 - EAGLES 25  GIANTS 22:  Th e injury-depleted defense held on long enough for Wentz and a rushing attack to rally to victory, keeping playoff  hopes alive.
GAME 12 - EAGLES 28  REDSKINS 13:  Wentz tossed two touchdown passes Darren Sproles ran for a score to overcome the depleted Redskins in a Monday night.
GAME 13 - COWBOYS 29  EAGLES 23:  Amari Cooper and Dak Prescott served up another heartbreaking (overtime) loss to the hated Cowboys. Some terrible calls by the 
                     referees didn’t help. Playoff s looked like a long shot. 
GAME 14 - EAGLES 30  RAMS 23:  Th e return of St. Nick and Eagles magic meant an impressive road win for the Birds. Off ense was balanced and defense played very well.
GAME 15 - EAGLES 32  TEXANS 30:  Foles survived a vicious hit (that should have been a penalty) and threw for a franchise-record 471 yards to keep the Eagles in the playoff  
                     hunt. Zach Ertz broke the tight end receptions record in the game.
GAME 16 - EAGLES 24  REDSKINS 0:  Foles tied Philip Rivers’ NFL record by completing 25 straight passes and threw two touchdown passes in a must win for the 
                     Birds. Defense was dominant against a ‘Skins team that couldn’t do a thing on off ense. With the Bears victory over the Vikings, the Eagles got into the playoff s!

Cody Parkey Saves the Eagles Once Again

Philadelphia Eagles: Regular Season Recap
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On Saturday, December 8, thirteen students from the Orchestra and Band Departments joined over seven hundred of 
their peers to audition for the Pennsylvania Music Educators Association District 11 instrumental ensembles.  District 11, 
which includes Bucks and Montgomery counties has some of the strongest band and orchestra programs in the state of 
Pennsylvania. We are pleased to share with the Abington Junior and Senior High communities that four ASHS students were 
selected for the 2019 District 11 Ensembles. The students are:
 
DISTRICT 11 ORCHESTRA - January 10-12, 2019   DISTRICT 11 BAND - January 23-25, 2019 
- Jason Hong, Grade 12 - Violin      - Talia Spolansky, Grade 10 - Bass Clarinet
- Nicholas Hilliard, Grade 11 - Cello
- Sophia Schwartz, Grade 10 - Harp
 

By Amanda Giannopoulos
It may seem that 2020 is a long way off and that it is too early to be considering 

the assorted lot of potential candidates for President, however the popular phrase 
“the early bird gets the worm” does not exist for nothing. On New Year’s Eve of 2018, 
Mrs. Elizabeth Ann Warren announced she would be running for President in the 
2020 elections. Although superstitious political fans may claim a jinx will be placed on 
Mrs. Elizabeth Ann Warren with the following statement, it is definitely possible that 
she may be the United States of America’s first ever woman president after the 2020 
elections. 
 Warren has decades of knowledge on the law and worked most of her life 
in various law professor positions. She has taught at over six top universities and 
some of her most high-achieving positions include becoming a full time professor at 
University of Pennsylvania’s Law School and becoming a visiting professor for one 
year at Harvard’s Law School. Warren’s law specialty is on the topic of bankruptcy with 
some special interest in issues pertaining to middle class compatriots’ personal finance 
concerns. 
 After working for over twenty years in the academic branch of law, Warren 
shifted gears and worked in the advisory and eventually regular political area of law. 
Warren used her vast knowledge of bankruptcy at the time when she was a former Vice 
President of the American Law Institute. According to Obama’s White House Archives, 
she, along with her affiliated organization, worked side by side with the US Congress to improve the bankruptcy law for future generations. 

Eventually, Warren felt the need to take the reins for herself and ran for Senator of Massachusetts, defeating the incumbent to become 
Massachusetts’ first female Senator. Warren has remained in this position since her election in 2013 and has done a wide range of work in her 
relatively short tenure as Congresswoman. She belongs to multiple committees that fit her expertise such as the Committee on Banking, Housing, 
and Urban Affairs as well as others such as the Committee on Armed Services and the Committee on Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions.

Warren’s public declaration in running for the Democratic Party’s nomination for Presidential Candidate may seem as if a revolutionary 
event has occurred, however, Warren faces many obstacles before she can truly have her name in the history books. The obstacles include 
winning the Democratic Party’s support at their National Convention to be the leading face candidate of that Party before facing off against 
other opponents from other political parties that could put up a fight. Whatever the various news stations may conjure up to discredit Warren’s 
qualifications in the future, let us never forget the famous words that Mitch McConnell spoke of Warren - “Nevertheless she persisted” - and 
persist she shall.

By 
Joey Nolan
 On December 6, 2018, social media platform, YouTube, faced 
overwhelming backlash over the upload of the annual video series “YouTube 
Rewind”. Each year, YouTube itself drops a video, attempting to recap the entire 
year. They bring together many of the most popular creators of the platform 
and compile the year’s most memorable moments and present them along with 
a mashup of the most listened-to songs of the preceding 365 days. 

Typically, these videos are widely accepted by the YouTube community. 
However, YouTube Rewind 2018 did not enchant the viewers like its predecessors. According to viewers, YouTube Rewind did not remotely reflect 
the year, and excluded many of the websites most well-known and influential creators. Felix Kjellberg, also known under the alias, “Pewdiepie”, 
is the websites most subscribed-to YouTuber. In the year 2018, Kjellberg clocked almost 20 billion views, gained over 20 million subscribers, was 
involved in the some of the most popular videos and web events of the year, and raised millions of dollars for multiple charities, including the 
World Wildlife Fund, St. Jude, Save the Children, and Charity: Water. Despite his many accomplishments, YouTube chose to exclude him from 
“YouTube Rewind”, due to his “edgy humor” and the controversies surrounding him, even though they were proven incorrect. 

The lack of inclusion of Pewdiepie was certainly one of the largest causes for viewer retaliation, but there were many others, including a lack 
of attention to what avid YouTube-watchers actually cared about, too much attention to less favored topics, and the inclusion and highlighting of 
non-YouTube related people, like late-night show hosts. In a matter of 3 days, YouTube Rewind surpassed Justin Bieber’s song “Baby” as the most 
disliked video on the website, with 9.7 million dislikes.

Congratulations, Abington Musicians!

YouTube Rewind 2018

Elizabeth Warren Declares Presidential Candidacy
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Ingredients:

 - 1 lb of phyllo crust
 - ½ lb raw almonds cut in pieces
 - ½ lb raw walnuts cut in pieces
 - Pinch of Cinnamon
 - 1 cup of Margarine
 - 1 cup of Butter
 - About 3 cloves
 - 3 cups of sugar
 - 2 teaspoonful of honey
 - 1 teaspoonful of pure Vanilla extract (optional)
 - Fresh Lemon Zest
 - Brandy or cognac (optional)
 
 Preparation:

•	 Mix the almonds and the walnuts with cinnamon and cloves.
•	 Melt the margarine and butter together.
•	 Spread some of the butter on the pan.
•	 Layer 4 thin phyllo sheets one on top of the other on the buttered pan 

while applying more of the butter mixture in between each layer added
•	 Start creating layers of the nut mixture and phyllo, always having the 

butter applied in between each phyllo layer; do that until finished with 
all of the available materials. Last layer on top should be made by phyllo 
crust.

•	 Cut the baklava into rhomboid pieces and place a clove in the middle of 
each one of those pieces; whatever leftover butter mix there is left, can 
be spread on top of all the layers of the pan. This pan can be kept in the 
freezer until it is ready for baking. 

•	 When you want to get it ready for serving, you will put it in the oven at 
350 degrees to be baked for 30-40 minutes, or until it has a golden color.

•	 For the syrup on top, sugar, honey, vanilla and lemon spreads need to be 
boiled with 2 cups of water for 5 minutes. If you want to add a touch of 
brandy or cognac, this can be done right after you have completed the 
boiling. The syrup will be spread over the baklava pan when the baklava is 
hot out of the oven.

•	 Let the mixture absorb all of the syrup and cool down before it is served. 
To stay crunchy, do not cover up the baklava and do not place it  in the 
fridge because it will trap the condensation and make the treat soggy. It 
can be served for over a week without any worries of becoming spoiled.

 
Enjoy and happy eating!

By Frankie Bria
             Happy New Year everyone! Why not kickoff this new year 
by joining the ASHS Friends Club! Mr. McNair and all the students 
involved would love to welcome you! At club meetings, we have guest 
speakers who talk about their friendship experience, you get to meet 
new people, and participate in new and exciting activities.

Friends Club has worked hard the past couple of years to finally 
be allowed to be part of the clubs here at Abington, so why not show 
that Friends Club is the best club! The feeling of Friends Club is like 
scoring the winning goal at a football game, getting the lead in the 
musical, or getting a 100 on a test. All you feel is joy and that you belong 
because no one judges your thoughts or opinions in this club.

I know you may be thinking, I already am in a lot of clubs and 
have a lot of friends so why come? The answer is simple: Friends club 
is something you will take with you for all of your life. As a member of 
the club you are a lifetime member and will have so many memories 
of great times. Friends club is the friendliest club with the friendliest 

By Ethan Kovnat
 Zeno of Citium (c. 336 – 265 BCE) and Epicurus (341–270 BC) 
were two sides of the same coin.
 Zeno of Citium, also known as Zeno of Cyprus, and not to be 
confused with Zeno of Elea, was an ancient Greek philosopher who 
founded the school of Stoicism. Heavily influenced by Diogenes of 
Sinope (or, perhaps, a misinterpretation of Diogenes of Sinope), Zeno 
argued that the best way to achieve inner peace was to attempt to avoid 
being particularly affected by emotions. According to Zeno, in order 
to live a productive life, one must first learn to master oneself, and 
stay calm and collected, regardless of one’s situation. Comparisons 
can be drawn to the practices of Star Trek’s Mr. Spock, although 
Zeno’s Stoicism differs from Spock’s emotionlessness in that Zeno did 
not believe in avoiding and suppressing one’s emotions, but rather 
in controlling and limiting them. The school of Stoicism quickly 
became one of the world’s leading philosophical disciplines, garnering 
practitioners such as Roman Emperor Marcus Aurelius and South 
African President Nelson Mandela. To this day, the world “stoic” refers 
to someone who does not extensively express their emotions. 
 Epicurus, not to be confused with the Stoic Epictetus, was an 
ancient Greek philosopher who is often called the Western Buddha. The 
founder of the school of Epicureanism (very creative name), Epicurus 
was a proponent of Hedonism, or the idea that the best way to achieve 
happiness is to immediately satisfy one’s primal desires. However, 
Epicurus differed from traditional Hedonists in that he advocated for 
a more moderate approach. While most Hedonists would encourage 
succumbing to one’s basic urges and, say, eating a whole cake in one 
sitting, Epicurus would argue that the more effective way to ensure 
continued happiness would be to avoid cake altogether, as eating cake 
would lead to cravings which would then need to be satisfied after there 
was no cake left. Rather, Epicurus would probably encourage one of his 
students to have a nice piece of cheese instead, and to enjoy that cheese 
thoroughly.
 Although they come from very different starting places, Zeno of 
Citium and Epicurus both ultimately argue in favor of self-control as a 
path towards inner peace.

Cooking With Yiayia:
GREEK BAKLAVA

Philosophy Phlashcards: 
      Zeno of Citium 
       and Epicurus

Embrace The 
Friendship Of The 
Friends Club!
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POETRY:

 HAVE YOU   
 FOUND 
 YOUR  
 GOLDEN 
 LIGHT?
 By Frankie Bria

 Difference
 Difference is understandable
 Difference provides change
 Difference attracts hope

 Love
 Love creates homes
 Love beats your heart
 Love installs comfort
 

 Ideas
 Ideas create change
 Ideas fix mistakes
 Ideas allow opportunity

 Open-Mind
 Open-Mind enters new perspectives
 Open-Mind lights up your heart
 Open-Mind shows independence

 We are all humans, 
 who breathe and see the world
 in different perspectives
 Building up the community
 one piece at a time

 Hours upon hours 
 of making a living
 Yet these elements 
 don’t embrace the 
 human brain kindly

 Be the pebble on the mountain
 Be the leaky drain
 Be the lowest cat in the pack
 Embrace who you are, 
 do not tiptoe into the crowd

 Stand out with your…
 Strength
 Precision
 Understanding 
 Personality

 Be the gold in the silver light
 To be honest, who is better than you?
 The answer is the real you
 

I lived in a typical house with a standard kitchen and archetypal living room on the first floor and all the 
stereotypical bedrooms upstairs with all the doors closed shut. I went to school every day, attended every class. 
I wasn’t optimistic. I got by: barely. A normal day for me was go to school, come home, eat dinner, listen to my 
sister be praised by my parents, get berated by my dad, listen to my sister get eulogized again, get criticized some 
more, and then go to bed. But of all nights of obloquy, this had to have been the worst. It drove me to a turning 
point in my life.

It had been a long and disappointing day. At school, I had some old tests handed back to me. I had 
received all low B’s; needless to say, my dad would not be pleased with me. In my house, anything lower than a 
ninety-five was considered unacceptable because if it wasn’t in the same grade range as what my sister received, 
then it wasn’t good enough. She was the golden child. She had everything: the brains, the talent, the approval, the 
love. It wasn’t like I hid in her shadow on purpose, I was pushed into her shadow by my parents. They always just 
saw me burden, an embarrassment.

I cried my way home through the pouring rain, washing away any self-worth I had left. I didn’t even 
bother to change out of my wet clothes; I just lay on my bed staring at the ceiling in worry, fearing what was to 
come of that night. I couldn’t even bring myself to finish any homework.

There was no need to wait for dinner to arrive because with the first step my dad made in the house, 
came his first yell and my last.

After hours of him castigating me for all the bad grades, he started comparing me to my sister. That 
was when I snapped. Sixteen years of always being brushed aside and compared to Ms. Perfect was too much. I 
couldn’t handle it anymore, so I said, “What the hell, dad! I’m not Sophia. Stop saying ‘you should be your sister’ 
because I’m not her. I may not be as smart as her, but don’t you dare tell me I am a screw up.”

He replied, “You wouldn’t be one if you like her. You know what? You will never be like her. You are 
useless. You can’t do anything.”

In that moment, I shed a tear in front of him for the first time. I screamed, “Go to hell!”
He forcefully said with anger in his voice, “Don’t you use that tone with me,” as he grabbed my arm. 

His grip grew tighter with every second. He continued, “You’re a disgrace.” I ripped my arm away from him and 
ran up to my room. He had squeezed so tightly that his hand made marks on my upper arm. As he followed 
me upstairs, he shouted, “You get back here this instant or I’ll count to 3.” I locked the door behind me. “1…” I 
grabbed my backpack and filled it with clean clothes and any snacks I had stashed in my drawers. “2…” I throw 
on a coat and some sneakers from my closet. I grabbed all the money I had saved up through the years. I opened 
my window, hoisted my feet outside, and looked back at the door. “3…” My dad forced the door open only to find 
a cold, empty room filling with the brisk wind.

Using my SEPTA ticket, I took the train into the city. I found a small place in Philadelphia. I got a job 
bussing tables in a small café by my apartment so that I could support myself. I was an aspiring artist. I decided 
to follow my dream of becoming a painter and to never look back on my past.

Maria

By Frankie Bria
The Book Thief, by Markus Zusak, is a historical fiction novel 

which revolves around the time of the Holocaust. In the book, 
there is a young girl named Liesel Meminger, who is in a time of 
panic with her Mama and Papa. The structure of the book includes 
many flashbacks but an overall adventure takes part in present 
time. The tiny stories which relate to Liesel’s life are filled with joy, 
pain, and confusion. The book is over 400 pages but the emotional 
atmosphere absorbs you with every word.

This book should be read by every teenager due to its 
powerful message behind the words. As the emotional rollercoaster 
descends you do not know who the narrator is but can feel Liesel’s 
story told by that person. You fade into a world of agony and 
confusion among the characters as if you lived in Germany your 
whole life. The more time you spend flipping these inspirational 
pages means the more time you see how history was played for a 
family back in the scary times.

I feel that The Book Thief has made a deep connection to 
my heart and taught me many lessons that it is hard for a book 
to express. If you love feeling your own emotions and tying your 
experiences with the characters in a book, then this is the novel for 
you. Read this book to know history and then you have a base of creating your own history.

“Like most misery, it started with apparent happiness.”-The Book Thief

SHORT FICTION:
Dear the person who finds this
(if it ever is found),

Book Review: The Book Thief
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Did Trump Make America Great Again in 2018?
By Rachel Oh

As evidenced by resignations, tweets, interviews, and more, 
it is quite evident by now that Donald J. Trump is an unconventional 
president. President Trump is definitely not one to hold back on his 
opinions and it appears that he essentially just does what he wants, 
regardless of backlash and potential consequences. Although many 
find this impulsive quality in our current president charming, others 
continue to question whether his erratic behavior is doing any good 
at all. 
 So far, resignations and dismissals in the Trump 
administration have accurred at a record-setting pace -- nearly 30 
people throughout the three government branches resigned, got 
fired, or got forced out in 2018. Notable names were FBI director 
James Comey, national security advisor Michael Flynn, U.S. 
attorney general Jeff Sessions, Secretary of Defense General James 
Mattis, chief of Staff John Kelly, and many more. Trump also met 
with and praised Kim Jong-Un, publically believed and sided with 
Vladimir Putin over his own Intelligence agencies, reversed the policy 
separating children from their parents at the border, and the list goes on. 
 Trump’s approval ratings also declined. On January 23rd, 2018, his approval rating was 45.5% but on December 23rd, it dwindled down to 
41.5%. He also sparked controversy in nominating Brett Kavanaugh, who allegedly sexually assaulted psychology professor Dr. Christine Blasey 
Ford. This negative response was directly influenced by the ongoing #MeToo movement, since many women felt that nominating a suspected 
assaulter in one of the most important positions in the U.S. government symbolized that men can commit obscene acts and still get away with it 
and that arguments of assaulted women are invalid. In addition, many people were outraged by his “zero tolerance” border separation policies and 
how children were kept in cages, saying that it ripped families apart and was inhumane. 
 However, despite his usual questionable behavior, he did deliver some of his campaign promises this year. He said that he would nominate 
two conservative Supreme Court justices, and he did: Neil Gorsuch and Brett Kavanaugh. He wanted to obliterate the Islamic State group, and 
he bombed Afghanistan, where the IS held a lot of power, along with crediting himself of driving the group out of Iraq and Syria. He deported 
256,000 undocumented immigrants, which was one of his main objectives, a slight rise from last year, and he canceled DACA. He also delivered 
corporate tax rates and tax cuts. 
 Despite corporate earnings growing by about 20% thanks to tax cuts, average Americans have not seen benefits from the tax bill, and it’s 
no secret that the stock market is doing terribly. Broad indices are at risk of dropping 10%, while indices of tech stocks like Nasdaq could drop 
about 20%. He also fought with one of America’s top trading partners, China, where both sides imposed tariffs on billions of dollars’ worth of 
goods. Finally, Trump shut down many large parts of the government to this day for the sake of his precious wall, leading the markets to go into a 
tizzy and questioning whether the US banks’ finances are safe and stable.  
 Trump also promised to ban Muslims, but only managed to ban six Muslim countries. He also promised to repeal and replace Obamacare-
loathed by the GOP-but was unable to pass a repeal or a reform bill, although being able to fix some parts of it. Trump also has many more illegal 
immigrants to deport if he wants to deport all like he had promised, along with actually getting started on wall construction, but yet again, we do 
have two more years to go. 
 Based on the fact that the country might be at risk of going into a recession and that the countless shootings that occurred this year were 
blamed on “mental illness”, it is fair to say that so far, America isn’t going as great as President Donald Trump promised this 2018. All we can do as 
the new year starts is to cross our fingers and hope that we don’t get nuked this 2019 by “little rocket man.” 

Louis CK is Lazy and Offensive
By Sarah McCardle

In a recent expletive and slur-laced stand-up set, Louis C.K. appears to be campaigning for the position of the most offensive and clichéd 
current comic. His routine actively targets Asian men, non-binary teenagers, and those involved in last February’s Parkland school shooting. C.K. 
packs it on, lamenting that he can no longer use the term “retarded” and ridicule gender non-conforming teenagers with they/them pronouns. 
“You should address me as ‘there’ because I identify as a location. And the location is your mother’s c***,” was his gag.

When talking about the Parkland survivors who have courageously taken a stand to represent their deceased classmates and fight for more 
comprehensive gun control laws, C.K. had this to say: “You’re young, you should be crazy, you should be unhinged. They’re in suits saying “I’m 
here to tell you...” F*** you, you’re not interesting because you went to a high school where kids got shot. Why does that mean I have to listen to 
you? You didn’t get shot — you pushed some fat kid in the way, and now I’ve gotta listen to you talking?” Essentially, C.K. uses the victims and 
survivors of the Parkland shooting as a punchline, simultaneously mocking and profiting off of their deaths and trauma. 

Furthermore, he spends a while developing a done-to-death bit about different races and male genitalia, and even goes so far as to say of 
Asian men that “they’re not dudes. They’re all women. All Asians are women.”  C.K. finishes the joke with a comment about how Asian people 
“procreate using math,” which is not only overtly racist, but also an overused and stale stereotype that you would have expected to hear in a 
comedy show ten years ago. Overall, his set holds all the complexity and creativity of the discourse and insults in an Xbox Live server.

All this being said, the material of his stand-up set itself isn’t perhaps the most shocking or controversial; C.K. has always leaned on the 
darker and more offensive side of stand-up. What is rather interesting is the fact that he performed the routine despite his current career troubles 
and social scandals. Last year, C.K. was accused of-and later admitted to-committing acts of sexual misconduct in front of five women. Since then, 
he had a film and Netflix special cancelled, and apparently lost $35 million in one day after the allegations came out. After facing mass criticism, 
C.K. acknowledged that he had “spent [his] long and lucky career talking and saying anything [he wants],” and promised to “step back and take 
a long time to listen.” It appears that his time away from the spotlight only allowed him to produce more crude and offensive humor, showing an 
alarming amount of apathy and immaturity. 

Instead of showing any personal or professional growth, C.K.’s lazy routine relies on decidedly unoriginal and unfunny content built on 
harmful racial stereotypes and jokes about dead children. Perhaps it would be beneficial for C.K. to take another break, this time to reflect on the 
quality of his content as well as his character.
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By Catherine Fantuzzo
 Each morning, before first period, I enjoy strolling down the hallways and silently judging people’s appearances. Cruel? Absolutely. 
Judgmental? Most definitely. But, I am one of those snooty people who truly believes that what you wear to school and the way in which you 
appear to others truly matters. 
 They say that first impressions are lasting impressions. Wearing sweatpants and a coffee-stained rock star t-shirt does not inspire your 
teacher to write you a recommendation for Harvard Medical School...or even Montco. But, your teachers aren’t the only ones you need to 
impress; attempting to snag the attention of that girl who sits next to you in Calculus? Well, you probably should not be wearing your father’s torn 
Woodstock sweatshirt from the 60’s. And let me tell you, that boy in your English class is not into girls who match their Hannah Montana tank 
tops with their iCarly socks. 
 For me, there is no greater feeling than looking your best when you walk into class. I want my teachers to view me as a high school 
sophisticate who just looks like she’s going places, and the best part is I’ll never have to suck up to any of them to get them to believe that. And so, 
dear friends, I believe it is time to commence the ‘dressing for success-ing’. Who knows, maybe if you stop dressing like you have been asleep for a 
week your grades will spike and you might even earn a bit of respect. So, students of Abington Senior High School, next time you wake up in the 
morning feeling like P Diddy, remember to dress for success. 

By Rachel Oh
 Recently, the Giant at the Huntingdon Valley Shopping Center went into 
renovation in preparation for the new alcohol section that will be coming into 
the store. Many may argue that it will generate more revenue and that there’s no 
harm in making more money for the township; however, is it really necessary? 

For those who are not familiar with the area, on the other side of Giant 
is a line of stores: Rite Aid, Hallmark, Saladworks, Crunch Fitness, Wendy’s, and 
more. In addition to these stores is a brewery - Iron Hill Brewery - which even 
has a beer garden. Why should we have two places designated to alcohol? 

More access to alcohol will undoubtedly cause trouble. There is a higher 
chance of random drunkards roaming around at night, while teenagers are still 
out, and it is overall a recipe for disaster. In addition, any supermarket that sells 
alcohol lowers the overall quality of the store, in my opinion. Although most 
adults that do purchase a case of beer from time to time are not alcoholics, more accessibility to everyone means more accessibility to those who 
do have a problem or condition. At least Iron Hill Brewery can be argued as being a family-friendly restaurant, as the restaurant does have many 
non-alcoholic options, and I myself see parents with young children walking in and out, but how is an alcohol section defendable in any way? 

Huntingdon Valley’s taxes are already quite high, and as a resident, I do not feel it safe or necessary to open an alcohol aisle when there is 
already a designated place in the area. Giant already attracts residents outside of this neighborhood due to its size, even as far as shoppers from the 
Philadelphia area, and there is no reason to encourage non-residents to cause problems. Many will most definitely not agree with me, but in order 
to keep our neighborhood safe for all, Giant needs to ditch the alcohol. 

By Rachel Oh
Amazon announced that it will be expanding to Whole Foods, planning to reach 475 stores in the United States with a program called 

Prime Now. Prime Now is a two-hour grocery pickup and delivery option where Prime customers can order online and collect their goods in as 
little as 30 minutes. The main objective of this is to provide more benefits to loyal Prime subscribers while trying to attract more customers. 

This new marketing tactic seems to be going as planned: Amazon reported that they delivered more turkeys than ever through other 
grocery delivering company Amazonfresh and Whole Foods sold a record number of turkeys this past Thanksgiving. However, there are 
complaints about Prime Now. When compared to another delivery service, Prime Now was found to be “less user-friendly” and the earliest it 
could deliver was two to three hours, while the other service was within an hour. 

Despite this fault, Prime Now is doing relatively well, but is Amazon capable of taking over the supermarket industry?
Amazon has two platforms where customers, not just Prime members, can buy and/or pick up food: AmazonFresh and Amazon Go. 

Amazon Go is a cashier-less “just walk out” storefront where buyers can simply walk out of the store with their purchases as long as they scan their 
phones. AmazonFresh, on the other hand, is essentially the same idea as Prime Now and delivers groceries. Although both share an innovative 
concept, they still face many complications. Forbes argues that AmazonFresh “controls less than 1% of the grocery market” and states that inside of 
AmazonFresh’s groceries were frozen water bottles in an attempt to preserve the freshness of the products.   

In addition, Amazon Go, unlike the others, introduces an actual storefront while Prime Now and AmazonFresh can be accessed online, 
which means that Amazon Go physically cannot attract more customers than its counterparts. In addition, there are only a few locations that carry 
these futuristic stores, and most are clustered in Seattle, home of Amazon’s first HQ. It also contradicts Amazon’s whole brand; people still have to 
slug into a store, bag their products, and carry them home-exactly like a standard grocery store. Amazon is about convenience and having goods 
delivered to the consumer so they don’t have to lug a week’s worth of groceries down the street. Besides the scanning and no cashier part, what 
makes it more groundbreaking than a bodega?

So, the final consensus: as of now, Amazon can most likely not dominate this market unless they either discontinue one of these chains, 
since Prime Now and AmazonFresh essentially share the same idea except AmazonFresh doesn’t even bother to use ice or an insulated container 
to store its goods, or invest a great amount of money in quality control. As the second company in history to hit one trillion dollars in value, 
money does not appear to be tight, so can’t Jeff Bezos at least try to dish out something in order to save this mess? Prime Now is relatively new and 
successful, but not every Amazon buyer shops or has access to a Whole Foods. Based on similar ventures, it is likely that Prime Now will follow the 
same path as its mediocre counterparts if everything stays the same. Even though Jeff Bezos certainly isn’t as interested in the “grocery” and “food” 
part compared to the execution and delivery, he has more work to do until Amazon becomes synonymous with “grocery shopping.” 

Alcohol at Giant?

A Personal Uniform

Can Amazon Become a Supermarket Superpower?
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SPORTS

By Meghan Strange
Th e Flyers can’t catch a break. Th e Broad Street Bullies are struggling in the Metropolitan 

Division. Th ey are in desperate need of wins and a consistent goalie. Michal Neuvirth has the 
experience and makes key saves, but can’t save the Flyers from a loss.  Meanwhile, the young Carter 
Hart has only a few games under his belt and is not afraid to bounce back from tough losses.  He stops 
various shots and has already recorded his fi rst win.  

Are the Flyers relying too much on Hart or is it his youth that prevents them from winning 
games?  New head coach Scott Gordon hopes he continues to grow: “He just has a way about him in the 
net that he always seems to be making the right reaction, right reads and I think it’s pretty obvious how well he does read the play because some of 
the saves he made are tough saves. He moves with ease into them and as a result he’s usually facing it squared up, tracking the puck into his body, 
into the corner or wherever it goes and that in itself makes the job easier for him.” It’s true, Hart has won games for the Flyers, but there needs to be 
consistency between the pipes; among all goalies. 

Th e forwards need to contribute as well.  Th e Flyers only have 111 goals for, while they have 140 against.  Flyers need more shots on goal.  If 
they hope to be in the top of the Metropolitan Division, they need to start scoring goals, playing aggressively, and winning games. 

At least, the new head coach has chemistry with the players.  Scott Gordon, the former Lehigh Valley Phantoms coach, has merged well 
with the team and is a good asset to have.  He can hopefully change and help fi x the depressing goalie situation. 

Luckily, Gritty is doing well.  He continues to spread Philly pride across the community and wishes everyone happy holidays and a Happy 
New Year.

By Spencer Armon
 Point guards facing the 76ers are having a fi eld day. From Kyrie Irving dropping 40 points 
on Christmas Day to Kemba Walker scoring an unbelievable 60 points, the Sixers simply have been 
unable to stop point guards. Some of this defi ciency can be attributed to the trade for Jimmy Butler. 
Although the 76ers fi nally got the third star they desired, they gave up Robert Covington, who was a 
member of the 2018 NBA all-defense team. Coach Brett Brown employed Covington to defend elite 
guards and his departure consequently hurt the team’s defense. 
Although Jimmy Butler is an elite defender as well, the 6’8” swingman typically covers wings. 

To further expedite the Sixer’s defensive downfall, Markelle Fultz has been replaced in 
the starting lineup by notorious defensive sieve J.J. Redick. Even though Fultz has struggled with 
shooting due to Th oracic Outlet Syndrome, his defense was never in question. Th e fi rst overall pick’s 
athleticism and freakish 6’9’’ wingspan made him fully capable of stopping opposing guards. J.J. 
Redick, as incredible as he is on off ense, cannot play defense and looks lost on that end of the fl oor. 
Th us, when both Fultz and Covington exited the starting lineup, point guards began to obliterate J.J. Redick and the defense.
 Although the Sixers sit in the top 5 in the Eastern conference, they cannot ignore this problem. Come playoff  time, teams will have time to 
formulate and revise game plans to defeat the Sixers, and attacking J.J. Redick will surely be part of their strategy. Hopefully, Fultz or Zhaire Smith 
will return this year and help to stop opposing point guards. Perhaps General Manager Elton Brand may sign or trade for a competent defender to 
deal with  these issues. Otherwise, the team’s ineptitude when covering point guards could lead to an early playoff  exit for the 76ers.

 By David Hale-Mowry
Th e Philadelphia Phillies took signifi cant strides last season towards becoming a playoff  team, 

despite falling short.  It was a positive sign that general manager Matt Klentak and rookie manager 
Gabe Kapler were on the right track.  Th e young team had some signifi cant holes and areas in need of 
improvement and during the end of the season, the front offi  ce started to shift  their attention towards the 
off season.  It’s a perfect opportunity to take advantage of some of the best free agents and trade targets on 
the market.  

Now, most Phillies fans have been focused on the two all-star sluggers, Bryce Harper and Manny 
Machado, but there are countless ways to improve the team without the two.  Two areas in need of 
signifi cant improvement were the bullpen and middle infi eld. Gabe Kapler used whoever he felt like as a 
closer, leaving the backend of the bullpen rocky and unstable and causing it to eventually collapse in that fateful August.  

One notable acquisition many fans have overlooked was the reliever swap they did with the LA Angels, with the Phillies acquired a left -
handed reliever by the name of Jose Alvarez.  Alvarez posted a 2.71 ERA with 59 strikeouts in 63 innings pitched, allowing the Phils to shore up the 
backend of the bullpen with a reliable arm while also getting the left -handed pitcher they so desired.  

Now to shift  attention towards the infi eld and outfi eld. Th e Phillies made a surprising move when they traded JP Crawford and Carlos 
Santana to the Mariners for their All-Star shortstop Jean Segura.  Arguably the best move the Phillies have made so far this off season, Jean Segura 
brings a great bat and glove to the Phillies middle infi eld along with an abundance of consistency and reliability.  Th e 28-year-old shortstop had a 
.304 batting average in 144 out of 162 games.  Along with Segura in the deal, the Phillies notably acquired another left -handed pitcher by the name 
James Pazos.  Pazos posted a 2.88 ERA in 60 games with a 1.24 WHIP (walks + hits per innings pitched).  

Finally, the most recent signing was Andrew McCutchen, a Yankees outfi elder last season with a veteran bat and a reliable glove, to help 
guide a young Phillies outfi eld.  A former MVP with the Pirates, McCutchen hit .255 with 20 HR last year, and the Phillies still believe he can 
be a strong presence in the middle of the order at hitter-friendly Citizens Bank Park.  A busy off season is in the works and is still very active in 
Philadelphia, more to come but the countdown to Opening Day 2019 starts now.
 UPDATE: Th e Phils signed accomplished veteran reliever David Robertson, who will certainly strenghthen the bullpen.

Th e Phillies Phaithful Off season

76ers’ Defensive Woes

Flyers Update
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By Jake Place
 The NFL Draft is an institution which churns out the next generation of stars every year. Most years there are some players who appear to 
be destined to end their careers as legends or with their bust in Canton. The 1992 draft was very different. At the time, it seemed to analysts and to 
the NFL at large that the draft had major star potential. The only major issue that most serious analysts had with the draft was that it was somewhat 
top-heavy. The draft was quickly recognized as such a complete failure that it was reformatted the next year, going from twelve rounds down to 
eight. No member of the draft has been or most likely will be inducted to the Hall of Fame, making it the only draft of its kind from 1936 to 1997.
 By all accounts, by the time of the 1992 draft, the Indianapolis Colts were on top of the world. They were a consistently terrible football 
organization, of course, but they had managed to get ahold of both of the first two picks in the 1992 NFL draft. The Colts had decided to use 
their picks in an attempt to create a defense that would annihilate their opponents on the field. Their first pick was obvious, Steve Emtman, the 
University of Washington star who appeared to be a generational talent at defensive lineman. He had just won the Outland Trophy (best interior 
lineman), Lombardi Award (best lineman or linebacker), UPI Lineman of the Year, and finished fourth in Heisman Trophy voting. In the end, he 
only annihilated his own body. Nine games into his rookie season, he tore his patellar tendon and was never really the same player again. 

The second pick did not fare much better. Quentin Coryatt was a linebacker from Texas A&M who had already gained infamy for the 
intensity of his hits. In his senior year, he became a legend in Texas when he knocked out TCU’s Kyle McPherson on a ferocious pass breakup that 
broke McPherson’s jaw in three places. He was an obvious choice for a Colts team that sought to create a truly ferocious and terrifying defense. He 
played in a total of 82 games, making him more effective than Emtman, however he never became more than a role player. He went from the most 
feared man on the field to not even a factor. 
 As it turned out, the universe had stacked the deck against the Colts. They could not have known that there were no correct answers in the 
1992 draft. The next four picks were Sean Gilbert, Desmond Howard, Terrell Buckley, and David Klingler, who only made two Pro Bowls between 
the four of them. No one in this draft class has a legitimate shot at the Hall of Fame. The 1992 NFL Draft is frequently regarded as the worst NFL 
draft ever, and does not yet have any competitors for its title. In this draft, plans laid out for years by men who considered themselves masters of 
their craft were destroyed completely. It is a complete anomaly, the only draft of its kind, most likely ever. In the end, the 1992 NFL Draft shows 
that no plan is sacred and that sometimes you just get stuck with a bad harvest. 

A Bad Harvest: The Story of the 1992 NFL Draft

By Sports staff

Sam Hinkie Finds a New Job
After their first year missing out on the playoffs since 1997, Gregg 
Popovich will retire as one of the most successful coaches in NBA 
history and the San Antonio Spurs will hire Sam Hinkie to run a full-
scale rebuild.

The 76ers have the most players selected to the 2019 All-Star Game
The past few years, the Warriors have held this honor, but since 
Draymond Green and Klay Thompson have struggled this year, it would 
not be surprising if either or both were not selected as all-stars, leaving 
the door open for the 76ers’ big 3 of Joel Embiid, Jimmy Butler, and Ben 
Simmons to be the most in the league this season. - Spencer Armon

The Eagles sign Kareem Hunt this offseason
We gave Michael Vick a second chance and we need a good running back. - Ryan Daniels

The Phillies will win the NL East…
with a 94-68 record, followed by the Nationals, Braves, and Mets will follow in that order leaving the rebuilding Marlins in last place. -  Alex Hale- 
Mowry

Abington Men’s Volleyball Makes State Playoffs
With an experienced roster, the boys are primed to build off their 2018 season with a trip to state playoffs. - Taulant Kurti

Patrick Mahomes has a mediocre season
The star quarterback will revert to the mean in 2019, ending his 2019 campaign with double or more interceptions than he had in 2018. Mahomes 
has simply gotten too hot too quickly and will have to cool down because there is nowhere that he can go but down from here. - Jake Place

The 76ers win the NBA Finals 
With the addition of Jimmy Buckets, the Sixers now have 3 god-like ballers: Ben Simmons, Joel Embiid, and Jimmy Butler. Ben is a near 7-foot 
playmaking prodigy with Lebron-like style. Joel is the “Rich man’s Olajuwon”. Jimmy is one of the most clutch players the NBA has ever seen. 
Another advantage for the Sixers is that the East got much less competitive with the departure of LeBron. You might be worried that the Celtics, 
Bucks, or Raptors will win the east, but please don’t be; they all CHOKE. The Celtics got demolished last year in the Eastern Conference Finals. 
The Bucks didn’t even make it out of the first round last year. The Raptors always do nothing in the playoffs after being a top seed every year. 
Furthermore, the Sixers will sweep any Western Conference team in the finals, even the Golden State Warriors. The Warriors can’t even pass the 
Denver Nuggets for the first seed. Besides, they blew a 3-1 lead in the finals. The Sixers is the team to watch in the playoffs, trust me. - Shaheen 
Soltani

Flyers Success
Flyers go on a historic run and win the Stanley Cup. Gritty also shines and wins TIME Magazine’s Person of the Year. - Meghan Strange

2019 Bold Predictions


