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Be, Common 

By Ethan Kovnat
 Since the groundbreaking, we have seen the presence of construction workers and equipment steadily trickling onto our school campus. 
Over the course of the next four years, we are going to see drastic changes to the school, which will pave the way for the future of our community. 
While we all know the generals -- new wing, Ninth Graders, etc. -- many students have expressed curiosity about the specifi cs, which is why I sat 
down with Mr. Berrios and Mr. Palmer to learn about what changes to our school we can expect to see.

Apparently, the work we have seen so far is just the beginning: the current work on the new addition is part of one of multiple steps.
“Th e work, how we envision it, will be done in phases,” said Mr. Berrios, “But the new addition will defi nitely be part of the fi rst phase. 

Concomitant to that, it will also see the administration area be retrofi tted and improved. In addition, where the mailroom is located down to the 
1st fl oor T is an area that will become a college and career center as well. [Construction on] those two spaces will occur simultaneously. And of 
course, the administration and college and career center will be completed much further in advance than the outside renovation.”

According to Mr. Palmer, “Th ere will be several diff erent areas worked on so that we will have work going on in the new wing, we will have 
work going on in [the administration] area, and we will also have work going on in the new auxiliary gym that’s going to be added. Th e current 
art rooms will be converted into cafeteria space, because we are going to need additional cafeteria space for [the new students]. And you are 
certainly going to see many of the departments moved to new locations. So we are going to continue to have a departmental model where diff erent 
departments will be in diff erent regions in the building. Th e new building itself will be mostly math and science and special education and art. 
And the other departments will be relocated to other areas. We will also see a change in the Business area. Th e Business and Computer Science 
area will be moved to the existing S-wing basement, and that area will be used for large group instruction rooms, in which you might have maybe 
60-90 students, similar to the Audion.”

Mr. Palmer also said, “We have some design changes [in mind for] the building that will facilitate student movement.  So, for example, we 
will no longer have lockers anywhere in the main hallway, so students aren’t stopping and standing, and interrupting class. We will have additional 
lunch space, but we will also have services like guidance located in and around the lunchroom area so that students will not need to move around 
the building as much.”

Although the Ninth Graders will not be moving into the High School for at least another four years, planning is already underway to give 
them the best possible educational experience.
 Said Mr. Berrios, “We are doing a lot of pick and shovel work right now in a committee and trying to fi gure out the best curriculum for our 
students moving forward to prepare and make them future ready, so it will be a very, very exciting time in our High School where you are going 
to see new course off erings, a new building where students have opportunities to engage in internships and externships. We are in the process of 
trying to forge partnerships with diff erent industries in manufacturing and biotech companies, etc.. We may have 2,400 students here, but we want 
to make the community as small as possible so all our students have an opportunity to excel in their pathway that they have interest.”
 All in all, Abington Senior High School will be dramatically diff erent at the end of the renovations, but the changes we have ahead of 
us are extremely exciting, and they will ensure a bright future for our school.

Th e Times Th ey Are a-Changin’

Eric Dixon tied the Abington Ghosts basketball single-season points record as a junior, he 
became the program’s all-time leading scorer in December, and on January 17th, 2019, he became the fi rst 
Abington player to score 2,000 career points. He fi nished that game with a career-high 50 points as the 
Ghosts beat the Spartans, 94-69.

“He scores in a bunch of diff erent ways,” Abington coach Charles Grasty said of Dixon. “Eric is a 
three-way player. He can get it from [three-point range], from the mid-range and from the post-up. He’s 
got a unique style of putting the ball in the basket.”

“I’ve seen a lot of great players come through here, and, to think I’ve surpassed all of their point 
totals and accomplish something that the greatest players I’ve seen weren’t able to accomplish, it means a 
lot to me,” Dixon said. “It was even more special to do it at home in front of everybody who has seen me 
grow up these past four years.”

Dixon, of course, will continue his basketball career at Villanova next season, and he joins a 
recruiting class ranked third in the nation by Rivals and 247Sports. Coach Grasty commented, “I think Eric can come in and help Villanova right 
away. He knows that he’ll have to give 100 percent every time he steps on the fl oor. But, if he does that, I think he’ll be successful at Villanova.”

But fi rst, another run at a State title for the Ghosts.

Dixon Reaches 2,000 Career Points

Woody’s 50th Anniversary
John “Woody” McGoldrick, Abington’s #1 fan, was honored at halft ime of the Boys 

Basketball game on January 17th. McGoldrick started working at Abington as a custodian on July 
15, 1969 when he was 20 years old.

Principal Berrios said, “Woody is a part of the fabric here at Abington Senior High School. 
He just truly makes people feel special, and we just love having him here.”

A banner recognizing him was raised to the raft ers as many in crowd wore Woody T-shirts 
and chanted “Woody!” throughout the night.  For generations of Abington students and alumni, 
he’s much more than a school employee; he is eff ectively and aff ectionately the school mascot.   

Th ere is only one thing to say: AWWW YEAH! 
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Dress Never Defines Success

Dress for Success? Dress to Express.

 Posted below are student-written rebuttals to the article “Personal Uniform”, published in the January issue of The Abingtonian. Indeed, the 
purpose of an Editorial section in the Abingtonian is to provide a platform for the publication of controversial topics and opinions and, as such, 
should generate respectful conversation and debate. Please know that you, the audience, have full right to respectfully disagree with the opinions 
and editorials published in The Abingtonian. What is more, we encourage you to voice your discrepancies in the form of article submissions to our 
school newspaper. The Abingtonian would like to thank the writers of these rebuttals and would further encourage the student body to continue its 
respectful dialogue as regards The Abingtonian and its writers. ~Catherine Fantuzzo 

By Alyssa Hurly
In the January edition of The Abingtonian, the editorial section featured an article ridiculing the ways students present themselves each 

day. However, success is far from guaranteed by simply donning a silk blouse in the morning. Sporting a comfy pair of sweatpants to school or 
choosing skinny jeans makes no difference in terms of academics. Teachers know better than to judge a student’s individuality and GPA off of 
something as superficial as the way they are dressed. Wearing expensive clothes will not earn you the respect of your peers. Refusing to wear your 
camp T-shirt in class is not going to make your history teacher like you more. Cleanly tying the laces of your brand new $300 Nikes before you 
head off to school will not earn you an A in calculus. Suffering through the day in an itchy sweater “for the aesthetic” is not going to get you into 
Ivy League.

The University of Pennsylvania does not have a fashion major. They do not want to see recommendation letters praising applicants for their 
style. And speaking of that recommendation you need from your science teacher? They’ll write it because they know you are an individual worthy 
of a bright future, not because you wore a cool jacket last Tuesday. So many factors are considered when writing a recommendation: work ethic, 
grades, personality, etc. Dress has never and will never be a part of that list.

While some people pick their friends based on appearance, the people worth talking to know how much your dad’s old Woodstock 
sweatshirt means to you. They know you want those $50 American Eagle Jeans, but you’re trying to scrape together all the money you can to 
help your mom put food on the table. True friends bought your Hannah Montana tank top for you, and if that boy in your English class is worth 
anything, he won’t ignore you because of what fabric you decided to put on when you woke up at six o’clock that morning. Textiles do not define 
people.

Reaching for success? Various scientific studies actually show that picking out a different outfit each day leads to decision fatigue. Mark 
Zuckerberg wears a gray T-shirt every day. Steve Jobs wore a black turtleneck every day. Barack Obama wears a blue or gray suit every day. These 
incredibly successful people are never even thinking about clothes. So, students of Abington Senior High School, next time you “wake up in the 
morning feeling like P. Diddy”, wear whatever clothes you want because your success is based on merit, not the latest trends.

By Piper Kull
In the January issue of The Abingtonian, there was an article criticizing the fashion sense of the teenagers at Abington Senior High School. When I walk 

down these hallways, I see my peers in everything from oversized sweatshirts to cute skirts. There is no shame in falling anywhere in between this spectrum and 
dressing however you do so please. I admire the amount of diversity in the outfits here, and occasionally draw inspiration from it. 
 In today’s society, the lines of what exactly fashion is, are blurred. You have celebrities such as Post Malone and Billie Eilish rocking a grungy look, 
wearing big jackets and “ugly” sneakers, and being praised. Jayden Smith totally flips the fashion script with his skirts, and everything from tiny glasses, clear 
pants, and crocs super cool. 
 While dressing like a GAP model may be appealing for some, others may not be able to afford this, or aren’t drawn to it. People aren’t cookie cutter. 
Preference is preference. Comfort might come before style, or personal style before mainstream. Old rock tee shirt? Smells like a conversation starter. Maybe 
you won’t attract the attention of the girl next to you in class, but you’ll certainly grab the eyes of someone like-minded. Judgement on such a small portion of a 
person’s character such as dress will only lose you potential friends. 
 By the same token, teachers get an image of you based on your drive and personality. Whether or not you wear holes in your jeans isn’t an indication of 
your GPA, and what you wear doesn’t dictate whether or not you’ll go Ivy League. No one can spot a genius based on sweatpants or dress pants. 
This uniqueness and individuality is what makes today’s senior high school is what makes it such an interesting place in which to grow. The diversity in fashion 
runs akin to the diversity of thought. In a place where teenagers are attempting to find a way to present themselves, fashion creativity is one of many key players. 
Here’s to any of you who dress to impress yourselves, without letting judgment dictate your individuality.

By Sierra Dahling
From all my fellow comfy clothes wearers and I: We would like to deeply apologize for not “dressing for success-ing”. 

As many of you know by now, there was an article published in the January issue of the school newspaper, that basically shamed all of us who find joy 
in wearing sweatpants to school. As a career sweatpants wearer myself, I believe that no matter what you wear you can easily be successful. I believe that many 
of us aren’t using our best clothes to build relationships with teachers to get recommendations and improve our grades. Almost all of us could easily receive 
lovely letters of recommendation. The majority of us are using our strong study habits, charming personalities, and pure intelligence to get our necessary college 
recommendations. Almost all teachers aren’t observing students’ clothing and deeming them unrespectable or unfit to achieve a bright future. 

Additionally, some of us who wear “sweatpants and a coffee-stained rock star t-shirt” were up until 1:30am studying for major biology, calculus, and 
english exams because we work after school to help our families afford bare necessities: like food, water, and electric. Some of us were up helping our single 
mothers to take care of our younger siblings. The biggest shocker of all, some of us just enjoy wearing comfortable clothes and just use our brains to achieve 
greatness, not our leather shoes and cotton cardigans. We also don’t make excuses for why we wear what we wear, we just wear the clothes that help us to be 
comfortable in an environment that can be very stressful.

Many of us who appear to have not slept in a week probably haven’t due to cramming for exams, working to help our families, or we just want to 
feel comfortable. Anyone who has ever been to a wedding, a dance, a dressy fancy gathering, or the dreadful picture day knows that nicer clothes tend to be 
uncomfortable. Jeans are cold and itchy. Dresses and skirts can be too tight and very confining. Sometimes, we did just roll out of bed and show up to school 
and there is nothing wrong with that. School starts very early and we are tired; honestly, nine times out of ten teachers should be surprised we are on time at all. 

Overall, from all of us who have not managed to “earn some respect” with our sweatpants and torn Woodstock sweatshirt’s from the 60’s, we deeply 
apologize if we somehow manage to disturb your snooty and judgmental learning environment. 

Sincerely,
   All of us friends at Abington Senior High School who wake up feeling like P-Diddy in our sweats and t-shirts

A Letter From Those Who Prefer Comfort
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The Cost of Anti-Vaxxers

New World Record Egg
By Elianna Perez 
 Over the last month, members of the social media community united to defeat the record 
for the most liked picture on Instagram. What’s the picture they’ve chosen for such an honor? To 
answer that simply... it’s an egg. 

Yes, a picture of an egg has been sweeping the nation to defeat the record of 18 million 
likes previously held by Kylie Jenner. Since this effort began, the picture has surpassed the 18 
million mark and currently has over 50 million likes, continuing to slowly creep higher. I myself 
have liked of this image, as should anyone who hasn’t already liked it. 

The journey of the world record egg may not seem exciting or interesting to many, and 
frankly the whole idea is kind of ridiculous, yet in some ways that’s the point and seems to be 
why so many people have participated in liking the egg. Some are wondering what’s next for this 
account. 

The owner of the account has already received a verified blue check and beaten the record, 
so what could possibly come next? Well, once a week for the past few weeks, the account has 
posted more pictures of the same egg but slowly cracking with no comment to explain. Some 
believe the owner is going to reveal him or herself, while others believe it’s all a joke and nothing 
may be in the egg at all, or once it opens, it will just be a yolk. There’s only one way to find out, which is to stay tuned. Whatever ends up being 
inside the egg, I’m sure we can all agree that it “shell” be interesting! 

Update: Turns out the egg has turned into a promotion for HULU.

By Sarah McArdle

 Last year, we saw one of the largest measles outbreaks since 2000, the same year the U.S. government declared it had been eliminated. 
However, thanks to the increasingly popular anti-vaccination movement, this label may have to be changed. Within the first month of 2019, there 
have already been multiple measles outbreaks throughout the country, with researchers linking these cases to people refusing vaccinations.

 Of the 37 Washington residents infected with measles, at least 32 of them were unvaccinated, and none of the three patients diagnosed in 
Georgia were vaccinated either. In addition, it doesn’t help that measles is a highly contagious disease, with researchers finding that one infected 
person can quickly spread it to 12-18 unvaccinated people. There is a clear correlation between being infected with measles and not being 
vaccinated for it, which is why the anti-vaccination movement is so baffling.  

 Those who buy into what the anti-vaxxers are selling (mainly inaccurate reports that vaccines cause autism or even the diseases 
themselves) are willfully ignoring decades of medical research. It’s been proven time and again by various medical professionals that measles is 
easily prevented by vaccination. Smallpox was completely eradicated by its vaccine, and it’s very possible that the same could have been said for 
measles. But due to either a lack of research or understanding, anti-vaxxers have refused to immunize themselves, and therefore have prevented 
the country from doing so.

By Sarah McArdle
 In a rape case in Ireland this past December, a defense attorney 
held up the 17-year-old victim’s underwear to the jury, saying “You 
have to look at the way she was dressed. She was wearing a thong with 
a lace front.” Soon after, the 27-year-old suspect was found not guilty. 
Meanwhile, outrage sparked over the humiliating and inappropriate acts 
of the lawyer, who used the “clothes as consent” angle to win the case. 

By saying that underwear somehow plays into the issue of 
consent, you rob people of their right to say “yes” or “no.” Why should 
what they say matter when their clothing is so obviously giving the 
answer for them? 

The argument that a woman’s clothes give consent instead of her 
words is obviously misogynistic and frankly archaic. But the argument 
that a woman’s underwear, which wouldn’t even have been seen by 
others, is somehow indicative of her consent is almost outlandish. 

Thankfully, many seemed to agree. Shortly after the case, 
women from the “I Believe Her” campaign group started the hashtag 
#ThisIsNotConsent. This tag was used by hundreds of women-Irish 
and otherwise-who shared stories of their assault and pictures of their 
underwear, condemning the blatant victim-blaming that took place in 
court.

The fact that the defense lawyer was able to hold up a teenager’s 
underwear and use it as evidence that she wanted to be sexually 
assaulted is ridiculous, and the jury acquitting the man is only more 
disheartening. But the reaction in support of sexual assault survivors 
instills a bit of hope that someday, the words of women will matter more 
than what they’re wearing.

#ThisIsNotConsent
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The Puddle of The Sea 

By Artemis Giannopoulos

Equipment:

 -Electrical Mixer

 -Mortar and Pestle

 -Mixing Bowl

 -Mixing Spoon

 -Small Baking Pan

Ingredients:

•	 6 eggs

•	 1 cup sugar 

•	 1 cup of crushed Greek rusks 

•	 1 + 1/2 teaspoon baking powder

•	 1-2 teaspoons of butter

•	 2 teaspoon cinnamon

•	 ¼ teaspoon clove (is an actual spice not associated with garlic)

•	 1 + ½ cup walnuts cut in small pieces

Steps:

1. Put the eggs and sugar in the electrical mixer. Mix them at the maximum 
speed for 15 minutes until you have a yellowish mix that looks about to 
solidify.

2. Crush Greek rusks using a mortar and pestle into mostly crumbs. There 
should be enough to fill one measuring cup.

3. Add the crushed rusks, baking powder, cinnamon and clove.

4. Mix the dry ingredients into the wet ingredients softly with a spoon.

5. Slowly add the walnuts to the mix so that the egg mixture does not deflate.

6. Get a small pan ready by applying butter to the bottom.

7. Pour the cake mixture into the pan.

8. Set the oven to 325 degrees and bake for about 30-35 minutes. 

By Frankie Bria
Now that the stress from midterm is over, and all of our 

brains feel overworked at this point in the year, you may need some 
motivation. Some people at this point decide to shut down, while others 
continue with a light stride. We all have to realize that we are now in 
the third marking period and are so close to summer vacation. If we 
all hold on and keep going strong, it will approach faster than The 
Flash running to catch a supervillain. Basically, just keep turning in 
assignments and do not slack off even though it is almost Spring Fever 
time! I know we are all so happy to be that much closer to freedom, but 
now is the homestretch and we better buckle up because it is going to 
be a bumpy ride. If you start feeling like you do not want to work, take 
a break in class for 10 seconds and just breathe because you will be fine! 
Just remember we have only 5 months to go! Believe in yourself and 
push through because once summer comes you can rejoice in the hard 
work you accomplished this year!

A Poem byFrankie Bria

Grains of sand, slipping out of my hands,
Currents wash by the footprints that uncover my path,
Salt climbs up my nose,
Seagulls cries glisten my ears,
Water so big yet the meaning so small,

My eyes pierce the blue water as bubbles rise,
Memories of the time here with my family shine,
Big in my heart,
Small due to the sea’s perspective,

Squirting on the sand,
Soaking up my feet,
Slithering in my head,
Creates a smile on my face,

The sun shines bright yellow rays,
Bolding the distance into the unknowing world,
A big monster that swallows ships,
Is as harmless as a door mouse,

Drip,
Drop,
Dropping out of the sea,
Is the only place for me

Greek Walnut Cake Inspiration

WHEN YOU REMEMBER YOU HAVE A 
WHOLE SEMESTER LEFT AND FINALS

CARTOONS

by Grace Bauder
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Philosophy Phlashcards: René Descartes

Be, Common - Classic Album Review
By Derek Eppinger
 Over thirteen years ago, two of the 2000’s most influential rappers, Kanye West and 
Common, came together to create Be, an eleven-track album just over forty minutes. Unlike 
many of the projects releasing around it, Be empowers its audience with its distinctive message of 
positivity centering on the city of Chicago and Common’s life as a whole. Fueled by a variety of 
soul samples, and free of any gang violence and jewelry flexing, it’s a refreshing taste of hip-hop 
the world has seemed to have forgotten.  

Track by Track
 The opening track initially deceives the audience. It begins with a slow, methodical 
baseline creating a short, quite basic hook. However, as it progresses, more instruments continue 
to become layered into the melody, and the fire that erupts from the piano and additional violins 
fuels a powerful Common verse about enjoying the freedom of the present. The album then 
spends its next few songs explaining Common’s dichotomy with women and love. This begins 
with the song “Go!”, diving into Common’s less serious endeavors with women featuring light 
synthesized bells and a mellow, repeated hook by Kanye West and John Mayer. However, this is 
countered by “Faithful”, wherein utilizing a mix of soulful choir chants and electric voice samples, 
Common proclaims that his undying loyalty is simply waiting for the right one. Common channels his inner poet in the rap, “Testify”, in which 
he delivers hard-cutting storytelling about a wrongfully convicted man who was framed by a woman, focusing on the theme that crime and 
manipulation are completely blind. 
 The next few songs battle with deep themes of race and poverty, and what that truly means to Common. The ballad, “Love is...”, features 
these gorgeous guitar chords, adding to a beautiful song revolving around the idea that love remains prevalent even in the most desperate places 
such as the streets. However, the reality of the streets is shown off in, “Chi-City”, where the tone is flipped with a bravado flow and gnarly sounding 
turntable-remixed production. And although Common would have every right to feel wronged and angry, the next song is the jazz saxophone 
feature, “Real People”, where Common raps about how even though he’s a champion for African American rights, he believes that in the end, 
everyone is a child of God. 
 This message of equality evolves into a burst of pure positivity in, “They say”, where John Legend joins Kanye West and Common on this 
incredibly groovy, soul-filled rap about maintaining one’s original values while climbing for success. Seriously, if you are to listen to one track on 
the album, it’s this one. The album finishes with “It’s your world Pt.1 and Pt. 2”, with Pt. 1 featuring relaxed trumpets while Common delivers his 
main message that no matter where you come from, you can still fulfill all the potential the world has to offer if you stay true to yourself and your 
passions, and remain hopeful for the future. Pt. 2 solidifies this idea featuring a motivational message from Lonnie Lynn, Common’s father. It’s 
extremely unconventional, but with its urgency and boldness, I can’t help but want to go run a marathon or begin grinding; it’s strangely powerful. 
 Over the years to say Common has fallen out of public perception would be an understatement. However, I hope that this album continues 
to grace more ears, and that even if Common fails to live up to this accomplishment, he can at least get the respect and praise he deserves for this 
masterpiece for years to come.

By Ethan Kovnat
 What do we know? How do we know it? How can we verify it? These are the questions that René Descartes (1596-1650) set out to answer.
 Descartes was in many ways the intellectual descendent of Socrates and his disciples, for his focus on rationalism was very derivative of the 
Socratic method. Similarly to the way Socrates continually asked “why?”, Descartes seemed to believe that one must continually ask “how do you 
know?” If Descartes could not find a satisfactory answer, he would discard the fact entirely. 

This was all well and good until Descartes began to question how he knew that what was real and what wasn’t. Descartes struggled to 
rationally justify his certainty that the world around him was real, for his only basis for believing in the existence of any concrete thing was what 
he experienced with his senses, and senses can be tricked. He decided that, for all he knew, the world could just be a hallucination, or an illusion 
created by a malicious entity (which he called an “evil demon”). Basically, Descartes came up with the idea for The Matrix.
 Descartes was also initially inclined to doubt his own existence, but eventually found himself able to rationally prove that he, in fact, 
existed. Descartes realized that he was doubting his own existence, and that in order to doubt, one must actually exist. Something that doesn’t exist 
can’t question its own existence because, well, it doesn’t exist. Descartes immortalized this chain of reasoning in his famous maxim “cogito ergo 
sum”, or “I think therefore I am”.

 By Frankie Bria
People who can talk are allowed more opportunities due to the variety of verbal communication in several different languages. However, 

others who are not capable of the same thing, do not have a lot of people to talk to due to the lack of others not wanting to learn their language.
 Imagine wanting to talk to people but no one knows how to read your signs or sign back effectively. This is unfair to those who want to 
communicate. This is why I believe signing is important.

One of my best friends at Abington is in the special education program and he uses some sign language, yet over the 9 years of knowing 
him, I never learned how to sign at all. I did not even try to learn the alphabet. Due to this fact, I felt bad that I could not engage as effectively as if I 
had the opportunity to sign.
 Signing is a very easy task if you put the time and effort into it. During study halls, I learned how to sign the alphabet and common sayings 
like “How are you?” off of YouTube, and in only three study halls I developed this new skill.

Sign Language opens doors to friendships and allows others to feel welcomed rather than ignored. It makes people very happy and excited 
when they meet someone who understands them rather than just an aide who is paid to translate for them. It is an experience that will teach you 
patience and it will give you many memories with pride.

Please learn some sign language because honestly the world is changing and by making a friend who is different than you will make your 
life a little happier and probably brighten that person’s life too.

 A Skill That Everyone Should Learn
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By Sabrina Trakhtorchuk
 The record breaking cold of the “polar vortex” (an area of low pressure in 
which there is tightly packed, swirling, cold air) has left the affected cities wondering 
how to help their homeless populations, highlighting the housing crisis. At least 8 
deaths across the Midwest have been attributed to the storm, many of which were 
homeless citizens, only adding to the 700 who die of hypothermia in a typical year. 
Though cities such as Chicago, New York, and Boston have set up warming centers 
and extra shelters, many still prefer the streets despite the cold, claiming that the 
shelters are unsafe. And it is an undeniable fact that the shelters are not perfect, many 
of them being overcrowded and constraining. However the -20 to -70 conditions 
simply are not livable, and homeless are left with few options. The recent cold 
serves to bring a persistent issue to the forefront: the price of housing. With many 
Americans spending at least 32% of their income on housing alone, a pay cut or layoff 
can make the rent impossible to pay, leading to an increase in the homeless population. 

Despite the difficult situation there are some hopeful stories. One Chicago man, who chose to remain anonymous, purchased 70 hotel 
rooms for homeless citizens, after the 100 donated propane tanks had to be taken from their shelter after one exploded. Otherwise these people 
would have been stranded waiting for relief from the Salvation army, or shoved into already overcrowded shelters. Even as the weather begins to 
break, the housing issue remains a serious issue in need of solutions.

By Amanda Giannopoulos
 On Friday, January 25, 2019, President Trump 
announced that he had come to a temporary agreement with 
Congress to end the longest government shutdown in this 
nation’s history. The bill, referred to as a “stopgap spending 
bill”, is only in effect until February 15 in an attempt to buy 
both the President and Congress some time in order to find a 
more permanent solution.
  The money from the stopgap spending bill will 
be used to pay the hundreds of thousands of government 
employees that were either forced to work over the 35 day 
shut down or forced to abandon their posts due to lack of 
funding. According to CBS news, nine of the fifteen federal 
departments were closed due to the shutdown. However, 
thanks to this short-term solution, most if not all of these 
agencies will be up and running within this coming week of 
January 28.
 President Trump had previously announced that he 
would wait to give his State of the Union Address until after 
the government shutdown had ended. However, although 
Congress and the President were able to come together to 
temporarily end this long bout of stagnation, Speaker of the 
House Nancy Pelosi firmly told reporters that President Trump will not be giving his annual State of the Union Address on Tuesday January 28 
2019. Pelosi then proposed he give the address Tuesday February 5 instead, to which President Trump agreed.

The Government Remains Open...For Now

“Polar Vortex” Threatens Homeless Population

By Spencer Armon
 On January 17th, the NBA held its annual London Game between the New York Knicks and 
Washington Wizards. Enes Kanter, a center on the Knicks, watched the game from his apartment in New York. 
Had he traveled with the team to London, he feared that his life would have been in danger.
 Last year, Turkish citizens attempted to overthrow Turkish President Recep Erdoğan. Ever since the 
coup, in an effort to stay in control, Erdoğan has imprisoned those who speak out against him and tried to stop 
the spread of Western Democratic ideas from entering Turkey via social media. Erdoğan’s harsh policies make 
it nearly impossible for Turkish citizens to openly oppose him without facing harsh consequences.
 President Erdoğan claims that Enes Kanter, a Turkish native, was involved in last year’s coup and is a 
danger to the country. Contrary to Erdoğan’s accusations, Kanter said in The Players’ Tribune, “The only thing I 
terrorize is the rim.” He maintains that the only reason Erdoğan says he is dangerous is because Kanter publicly 
speaks out against him. Kanter has applied for US citizenship in an effort to remain out of Erdoğan’s grasp. 
However, he isn’t entirely safe. He receives death threats from Erdoğan supporters daily and for his own safety, never goes anywhere in public 
alone. Erdoğan canceled Kanter’s passport and sent Interpol after him, which means that if Kanter left the country, he would be risking his life, 
which is why Kanter did not attend the Knicks’ recent trip to London. He hasn’t visited Turkey or his family in over 2 years due to these dangers 
associated with leaving the country.
 Ever since the failed coup, Enes Kanter is using his platform to shine light on the various injustices inside his native country of Turkey. Free 
speech is truly powerful and in Turkey, there is none. Erdoğan has little opposition, which is unjust to Turkish Citizens. Kanter lets this be known 
and hopes to make a difference. Although there are rumors about the Knicks possibly trading Kanter, he is currently more focused on important 
political issues inside Turkey.

Enes Kanter Faces International Legal Trouble
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SPORTS

By Ryan Daniels
I cannot stand sore losers. Complaining about a bad call is 

understandable, heck I do it all the time. The Saints’ fan base needs to shut up 
though. Yes, it was a blatant penalty, but plays get missed all the time by refs. 
Refs have flaws like the rest of us. To say that one play was the reason you lost 
is just soft. As an “athlete” I cannot stand sore losers. Complaining about a bad 
call is understandable, heck I do it all the time. The Saints’ fan base needs to 
shut up though. Yes, it was a blatant penalty, but plays get missed all the time 
by refs. Refs have flaws like the rest of us. To say that one play was the reason 
you lost is just soft. As an “athlete” myself, I have been told many times to not 
blame the refs. They could call a strike on a ball in the dirt, but it is how you 
react that makes you better. Crying about it and hiding in your room for days 
like Sean Payton is not the way to deal with it. 

To think that this was the only reason they lost is just blasphemous. 
The Saints at one point were up by 13 points. They blew that lead. After this 
play, they were still up by 3 points. Their defense needed to keep the Rams 
defense from driving to get a field goal. They could not get this done. 

Overtime is talked about widely in the NFL as whoever wins the coin toss wins the game. Guess who won this coin toss. I’ll help: it was the Saints. 
Drew Brees then proceed to choke as bad as Matty Ice and throw a pick in overtime. Then, the Rams came back down and hit a field goal. Those were just a few 
reasons why the Saints just blew the game. Not to mention those whistles from the fans. Oh my, watching that game I thought it was a whistle factory. You won’t 
be hearing any more of those whistles due to their tears clogging them. New Orleans does not deserve Drew Brees. New Orleans does not deserve Anthony 
Davis. Terrible sports town. I have no sympathy for that team and their fans. 

By David Hale-Mowry
The month of February brings two things to baseball: the start of spring training and a look at how young players develop and mature on the 

diamond.  For the last few years, the Philadelphia Phillies have preached young talent and patience to their fanbase with the hopes of a cluster of promising 
young star pitchers in the making.  Last year, we saw another stellar season from the young Phillies ace, Aaron Nola; however, what we didn’t see was the 
breakout years Vince Velasquez and Nick Pivetta were due for.  Pivetta and Velasquez will both be 26 heading into this season and are yet to break out, but that 
doesn’t mean this year will be the same.  Many fans and observers of the game have kept their eyes on these two due to their abundance of potential and talent.  
Both have a resume that includes a 95+mph fastball and a deadly slider/curveball to complement; it’s just a matter of time before these two emerge as some 
of the star players in baseball. Now it’s not guaranteed they will break through, but with the right coaching and competitive ambition, the Phillies could have 
themselves a trio of young star pitchers on the bump in 2019.

The road to success starts with a productive spring on the field and with the coaches.  As a Phillies fan, you can watch for their spring training outings 
and how they’ve changed or what they’ve worked on.  An optimistic projection for both pitchers would be an ERA slightly above 3.00 and a win total around 10 
or more.  Vince Velasquez and Nick Pivetta will both be a positive force in the young Phillies rotation and hopefully, contribute to an NL East title in 2019.

Phillies Offseason Update

Ryan’s Rants 

By Jake Place
 Joseph Borden, known by his baseball contemporaries as “Josephus the Phenomenal”, Joe Josephs, and Joseph Nedrob, was born on May 9, 1854, in 
Jacobstown, New Jersey. He was born into a wealthy family -- his father was a prominent shoemaker in the region. Most historians believe that this was the reason 
that he changed his surname so often, as his influential father would have been embarrassed by his son playing baseball for money. His father shouldn’t have worried; 
Joseph only played two seasons of professional baseball. 
 Borden was not a particularly talented baseball player. He was described by the great early baseball writer Henry Chadwick as having, “speed, but little 
strategy”. He joined the Philadelphia White Stockings in 1875, compiling a 2-4 record for a team that promptly folded. Luckily, he was quickly signed by the Boston 
Red Caps, an up-and-coming team which is better known today as the Atlanta Braves. The Red Caps were a part of the National League, the successor league to the 
failed National Association. April 22, 1876, was the opening day for this new league and his Red Caps were set to play the Philadelphia Athletics. Unfortunately for the 
new league, but fortunately for Borden, there was rain across most of the northeastern United States that day, canceling every game except for his 6-5 victory over the 
Athletics. This gives Joseph Borden the distinction of having the first win in the history of the National League. 
 He had not accomplished his greatest feat yet, however. On May 23, 1876, Joseph Borden threw the greatest game of his life. The Red Caps shut out the 
Cincinnati Reds by a score of 8-0. The official scorecard, by O.P. Caylor, indicated two hits by the Reds over the course of the game. The problem with this is that 
Caylor counted bases on balls, better known as walks, as hits. This discrepancy means that Joseph Borden pitched the first no-hitter in the history of the National 
League. While George Bradley is officially credited with the first no-hitter, it may have really been “Josephus the Phenomenal” who did it first. This contested no-hitter 
would be the most important thing that Borden ever did on the diamond.
 Borden did not even play the rest of the 1876 season. He became known more for erratic behavior and performances. What he was most remembered for by 
his contemporaries was not a no-hitter or the first win; it was him absolutely losing his temper on the mound during yet another poor performance. He screamed at 
his teammates, including the future Hall of Famer George Wright, because he blamed them for his ineffectiveness as a pitcher. This was the last straw for the Red Caps, 
who released Borden as a player soon after this incident. Despite his release as a player, he was still under contract by the Red Caps organization, who tried to figure 
out ways to put him to work. For the remainder of the 1876 season, he served as a groundskeeper and ticket-taker for the team that he had accomplished so much 
with. Over the course of one year, he had gone from one of baseball’s hottest prospects to a pariah who would never play professional baseball again. After this, he lived 
a normal life, and although it was commonly thought that he died in the tragic 1889 Johnstown flood, he actually died in 1929 at the age of 75. Joseph Borden was a 
poor ballplayer, but he got lucky and his one great day was all that was needed to be a permanent part of baseball history. 

By Sam Giordano
 The Ghosts had an unforgettable win over Hatboro Horsham on January 31st, with a final score of 44 to 36. Pins by sophomore Jake Rose (126), 
freshman Shane Kibler (132), sophomore Nick Castorina (138), junior Sam Giordano (182), and junior Cody Judge (220) propelled the Ghosts to a strong 
performance. With additional decision wins from senior Naseer Mason (160) and an unbelievable performance from sophomore Adam Andrews (120), the 
Ghosts shut down the Hatter’s senior night. With that win, the Ghosts finish their season with a league record of 6-1. Go Ghosts!
 

Ghosts Wrestling

One Great Day: The Story of Joe Borden



SPORTS
By Ross Armon
 Whelp. Whoop dee doo. Here we go again. The Patriots won their sixth Super Bowl, defeating the Los Angeles Rams 13-3. Woohoo. In an NFL season 
defined by offense, the teams combined for 16 points. Even the 32nd ranked offense in the NFL, the Arizona Cardinals, managed to score 14.1 points per 
game. Both teams struggled to move the ball all game, with the first touchdown not coming until 7:03 left in the fourth quarter on a run by Sony Michel. Aaron 
Donald and the Ram’s defensive line dominated for most of the game while the Patriot’s secondary continued to make big plays despite losing star safety Patrick 
Chung. Patriots wide receiver Julian Edelman had an unbelievable night, recording 10 catches for 141 yards en route to a Super Bowl MVP award. As Patriots 
tight end Rob Gronkowski said after the game, “It wasn’t beautiful.” The game was a lackluster conclusion to an otherwise thrilling season. 

Go Birds.

Patriots Win Another One and Nobody is Happy
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By Meghan Strange
The Flyers are no longer in last place in the Metropolitan Division or the NHL.  Their 

past few games have been shocking wins.  Anthony Stolarz led the Broad Street Bullies to a 
shutout win over the Rangers.  Meanwhile, Carter Hart, the young hot-shot goalie, continues to 
make unbelievable saves.

Young players are thriving under Scott Gordon. Many players are getting more ice-
time than they ever did with the former head coach. These young players are making names for 
themselves and proving their skills on the team. Oskar Lindblom and Travis Sanheim, who have 
played for Gordon’s AHL Phantoms, are two examples. Both have taken advantage of expanded 
roles under Gordon.  Lindblom, in his last 10 games under Hakstol, was demoted to the fourth 
line or was a healthy scratch. Now, he is playing on the second line with Sean Couturier and Jake 
Voracek and is being used on the power play and penalty kill.  “I get more confidence when I play 
more,” Lindblom said after the Flyers’ shutout win over New York.  This is exactly what the Flyers 
need: young, energetic players to have chemistry with their coach.  

Concurrently, Gritty took over the NHL All Star weekend. At All-Star weekend, Gritty 
punched a dodgeball ref, had more photobombs than the Fiji girl, and rode a hockey stick to 
victory. He photobombed various hockey players and signed multiple autographs of course. 
Staying true to his Philadelphia roots, Gritty was seen arguing with a Pittsburgh fan and 
continues to bring pride to the Flyers and their fans. 

A Flyers Fan Feature From Ms. Crooks:
“I’m thrilled to see Carter Hart up and doing so well.  I was nervous at first, but he has really shown his skills and has a good head on his shoulders.  But 

can we take a minute and talk about the Wayne Simmonds trade rumors?!  Apparently, the Vegas Knights are looking at him.  I’m heartbroken. When think of 
a Flyer and exemplifying being a Flyer. It’s Wayne. As heartbreaking as it is, he needs to go where he can make the money.  And he’ll be with Bellemare (former 
Flyer). Stolarz played really well [against the Rangers] which is good for our goalie situation. The Flyers ending in the middle of the Metropolitan Division is a 
stretch, but there’s hope.”

Flyers Wins Bring Hope to Devoted Fans 

By Charlie Spurrier
 The NBA Playoffs serve to entertain basketball fans by allowing them to watch the best teams in the league compete for the Larry O’Brien Trophy. Or 
does it?
 Under the current format of the NBA Playoffs, the top eight teams in the East lie on one side of the bracket, while the top eight teams in West are on 
the other. This system seems like it should work as it would produce a Final matchup from different regions of the country, but in the current NBA there exist 
a major flaw. The Western Conference is home to more of the best teams and the star players on those teams. The East is severely lacking in talented teams in 
comparison to the West and the East has become so weak that teams with losing records have made the playoffs for the past few seasons. Currently, both the 
Heat and the Hornets hold playoff positions with losing records. The Western Conference features two teams with winning records that are currently out of the 
playoffs. The power of the western conference only grows with the trade of Kristaps Porzingis to the Dallas Mavericks. The Mavericks are currently holding the 
12th seed in the West and they will be much more competitive with the Latvian big-man.
 A solution to this problem would be to alter the playoffs to include the sixteen best teams in the league as opposed to the eight best in each conference. 
This would get rid of the weaker teams that have made the playoffs in recent years and it would encourage teams to try harder in the regular season to gain 
available spots to them. This system would allow for twelve teams from the former Western Conference to make it if they deserve the spot. This would allow for 
the real best teams to compete in the playoffs and the NBA can crown a true winner. 

NBA Playoff Problem

By Spencer Armon
 Point guards facing the 76ers are having a field day. From Kyrie Irving dropping 40 points on Christmas Day to Kemba Walker scoring an unbelievable 
60 points, the Sixers simply have been unable to stop point guards. Some of this deficiency can be attributed to the trade for Jimmy Butler. Although the 76ers 
finally got the third star they desired, they gave up Robert Covington, who was a member of the 2018 NBA all-defense team. Coach Brett Brown employed 
Covington to defend elite guards and his departure consequently hurt the team’s defense. Although Jimmy Butler is an elite defender as well, the 6’8” swingman 
typically covers wings. 

To further expedite the Sixer’s defensive downfall, Markelle Fultz has been replaced in the starting lineup by notorious defensive sieve J.J. Redick. Even 
though Fultz has struggled with shooting due to Thoracic Outlet Syndrome, his defense was never in question. The first overall pick’s athleticism and freakish 
6’9’’ wingspan made him fully capable of stopping opposing guards. J.J. Redick, as incredible as he is on offense, cannot play defense and looks lost on that end 
of the floor. Thus, when both Fultz and Covington exited the starting lineup, point guards began to obliterate J.J. Redick and the defense.
 Although the Sixers sit in the top 5 in the Eastern conference, they cannot ignore this problem. Come playoff time, teams will have time to formulate 
and revise game plans to defeat the Sixers, and attacking J.J. Redick will surely be part of their strategy. Hopefully, Fultz or Zhaire Smith will return this year and 
help to stop opposing point guards. Perhaps General Manager Elton Brand may sign or trade for a competent defender to deal with these issues. Otherwise, the 
team’s ineptitude when covering point guards could lead to an early playoff exit for the 76ers.
 

76ers’ Defensive Woes


