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Christchurch Shooting

Th e Abingtonian proudly presents this year’s special edition, 
“Around the World”...

Th is month, each section editor has commissioned their writers 
to come up with an international spin on the subtopics included 
within News, Editorials, Features, and Sports. 

We, the staff  of the Abingtonian, have recognized the exclusively 
American discourse we hold in our school paper each month 
and decided it was high time we shed some light on the global 
discussion as well. 

As Americans, and citizens of one of the great world powers, we 
believe it is our responsibility, as a society, to know what is going on 
in the world in which we seem to have so heavy an infl uence. 

So, sit back, relax, and enjoy the abundance of world news, 
international competition, a discussion of global civil rights and 
equality issues, and even some immigration stories. 

Th ank you to all the writers who spent time draft ing these articles and who made this edition possible. 

And now,  “Around the World” we go...

By Ethan Kovnat
 Twelve members of the Abington 
Senior High School Chess Team competed 
in this year’s U.S. Chess Federation 
National High School Championships in 
Schaumburg, Illinois, and won fi rst place in 
the U1200 section. Senior Yonatan Wiese-
Namir placed fi rst in the division as an 
individual, winning all seven of his games. 
Th is is the third time the team has won 
the U1200 section, having previously done 
so in 2012 and 2015. Th is is also the third 
time an Abington student has won the 
individual trophy in the section, as Yonatan 
is following in the footsteps of Brecon 
Hession and Robbie Durham, who won 
their individual titles in 2018 and 2015, 
respectively.
 Along with Yonatan, the U1200 
team was led by sophomores Nathaniel O, 
Albert Hatton, and Ethan Weilheimer. Also competing in the section were senior Ashley Kelly and juniors Ethan Kovnat, Sofi ya Lysenko, and T.C. 
Cheng. 
 Th e Abington team also sent seniors Carter Stephens, Brecon Hession, and Tim Hetzel, and junior Zach Hammad to compete in the 
tournament’s U1600 section, in which they were awarded seventh place. 
 Th is exemplary Nationals performance was preceded by a similarly excellent run at the Pennsylvania State Chess Federation’s State 
Championships, in which the team won the U1300 section, tied for fi rst place in the U1000 section, and was awarded fourth place in the Open 
section. Th e team has one at least one state title every year since 2013.
 Th is marks the culmination of an incredible season for Yonatan Wiese-Namir, who was undefeated in the interscholastic league this 
season  and won the Quads and Scholastic Swiss Tournament at MasterMind Chess Club. Upon achieving his national title, Yonatan was promptly 
congratulated by acclaimed player International Master Eric Rosen, an experience Yonatan described as “Very cool.”

 For those interested, the postseason chess club meets aft er school on Tuesdays in Room 219 and is open to any and all. 

Chess Team Wins Th ird National Championship

“AROUND THE WORLD” 
       SPECIAL ISSUE
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By Rachel Oh

         Writing for The Abingtonian for about two years by now, and being 
an editor for one, I have written very few pieces about myself. To honor 
our special “around the world” edition, I feel it is only appropriate 
to share an important element in my life: being Korean-American. 
Although I was born here and have resided in Abington for my whole 
life, my parents have never failed to incorporate Korean elements into 
my life. For example, I always eat Korean food for dinner, my parents 
only speak to me in Korean even though I respond in English (it’s a 
long story), I watch Korean shows with my mom, and so on. 

         Despite all this, my mom and dad neither raised me and my 
sister with the stereotypical “tiger mom” attitude, nor were strict 
disciplinarians who punished me when I didn’t get the best grade, 
despite the fact that many of my Asian friends complain about how 
drilling their parents are. They never really set an SAT score “goal” for 
me and my sister, pressured us into doing any particular extracurricular 
activities, or forced us to take certain classes because it “looked good” 
for colleges. They obviously aren’t thrilled when I bring home a bad 
grade, but if I insisted on attending a non-competitive college, they 
would fully support me, which is something some of my peers cannot, 
unfortunately, relate to. 
         Even though I know that my parents aren’t strict, many others, 
especially adults, seem to think so, and honestly, I get kind of sick of 
it at times; it’s like my work gets discredited, like it’s impossible for me 
to want to do my best for my own satisfaction or have independent 
aspirations, all because of a bothersome and hackneyed stereotype. 
A few adults even go as far as saying snarky remarks to me, such as 
“I’m sure your parents give you a lot of stress and pressure at home,” 
even though they know nothing about my family life. I have to politely 
correct them, making the conversation way more awkward than 
it needed to be, which wouldn’t have happened had they not said 
something so out-of-pocket. What grinds my gears the most is that 
had I been someone else or had a different background, I’m sure they 
wouldn’t have said that, at least in that way. It’s like they think they have 
a free pass to say that based on my ethnicity. 
         So yes, there are Asian-American children with strict parents, but 
not all of us have them. I’m confident that the majority of the staff and 
students here don’t automatically jump to that conclusion, but outside, 
I don’t feel the same assurance. Not everyone shares the same story, so 
it’s a shame that testimonies from Asian-Americans that center around 
authoritarian parents get most of the spotlight, because I can’t relate 
to that, and I’m sure many others can’t either, but aren’t reports about 
Asian-American life supposed to represent me and be “relatable”? 
It’s time that hard work gets rightfully recognized and stops being 
discredited just because we’re “supposed” to get good grades; it takes 
just as much work to get the same results.  

By Alyssa Hurly

 While basic human rights might be something Americans think 
of as inherent, female activists in Saudi Arabia have been working 
tirelessly for years to relieve just a fraction of the oppression that 
plagues their daily lives. They protest for equal rights, and even a right 
as simple as driving was only granted to women in May of last year. 
However, the Saudi Arabian government does not protect their protests 
and is currently detaining these women for fighting, as well as putting 
them on trial for crimes they claim are related to national security. 
 These women, and even a few men, who have fought for equal 
rights within their country can legally be denied access to lawyers and 
physically harmed during interrogations regarding their “crimes”. In 
addition, it is not required that the Saudi Arabian government tells 
the citizens what charges are being filed against them. BBC security 
correspondent Frank Gardner writes, “Saudi Arabia does have, more 
broadly, some legitimate security concerns. But putting on trial women 
who campaigned for the right to drive or win equal rights to men is 
doing it no favors in world opinion.” 
 Internationally, Saudi Arabia is receiving criticism because 
although they have not publicized the charges yet, it is clear they are 
related to the equal rights protests. There are about a dozen women 
involved in the trials, and they could be facing up to five years in prison. 
With Saudi Arabia’s essentially nonexistent criminal rights laws, it is 
unlikely these women will be found innocent. 
 ALQST, an organization that promotes human rights in Saudi 
Arabia, stated on their Twitter, “The prosecution charged them with 
crimes under the country’s cybercrime law, based on a string of alleged 
confessions that the women had been in contact with human rights 
organizations. None of the women had access to a lawyer.” While it is 
appalling enough that these women were not given a fair trial, it is even 
more abhorrent that they are being tried for advocating for equal rights. 
Considering contacting human rights organizations a crime exemplifies 
the lack of progress Saudi Arabia has made regarding equality and 
safety in their nation. Hopefully these women will be released as 
innocent; however the charges themselves have not been made public 
yet, let alone the results of each case. 

 No matter what is decided, the rest of the world supports the 
women involved. Over 30 nations at the UN Human Rights Council 
openly criticized Saudi Arabia for detaining the women. With the 
world on their side, activists in Saudi Arabia could begin to make more 
progress in their uphill battle for equality. 

Saudi Arabian Women 
on Trial for Advocating 
for Equality

Laissez-Faire Parenting
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By Sarah McArdle

We - the media and consumers alike - need to take care with 
who and what we give a platform. When considering cases like the 
Christchurch mosque shootings, it appears that this can be a matter of 
life and death.
 Jacinda Arden, the Prime Minister of New Zealand, refuses to 
speak the name of the terrorist who murdered 50 people in what was 
the deadliest mass shooting in the nation’s history. Instead, Arden has 
worked to emphasize the importance of unity and empathy in this time 
of healing, focusing on those affected by the attack, not the perpetrator. 
This approach differs from many of the other responses we’ve seen to 
similar attacks, in that it takes attention away from the shooter. 

 So often do terrorists headline the news cycle for weeks, 
spawning segments that explore their lives and beliefs. Documentaries 
and novels are made about their traumatic childhoods, graphically 
detailing their means and motives. We’re fascinated with delving into 
the minds of serial killers and terrorists, but how damaging can this 
interest be? The issue is not the fact that shooters are identified or 
discussed. The issue is the sensationalized nature in which we discuss 
them. It seems that these people get their story told a thousand times 
over, while the victims and survivors of the attacks are merely forgotten 
or ignored. 
 And by spending so much time (in some cases, decades) 
examining and explaining the actions of terrorists and serial killers, we 
– media and consumers alike – are giving them the attention they crave. 
This enforces the idea that by committing heinous acts of violence and 
hatred, one can achieve infamy, even immortality. Furthermore, the 
media provides the platform they need to spread their ideas, no matter 
how harmful or hateful. Arden’s insistence that “we, in New Zealand, 
will give him nothing. Not even his name,” is intended to take power 
and influence away from a man whose views motivated him to mass-
murder half-a-hundred men, women, and children.  
 We cannot blame anyone but the offenders for the crimes 
they commit. But if something can be done to hinder attacks, even 
indirectly, it seems logical that these steps should be taken. And more 
than anything, we should follow in PM Arden’s philosophy and focus 
on supporting the innocent people affected by these injustices, and not 
dwell on the killers.

Don’t Speak 
Their Names

April Fool’s?
By Catherine Fantuzzo

April 1st - April Fool’s Day - has come and gone, but that doesn’t 
mean that President Trump has stopped saying things that are jokes, 
falsehoods or things that are just plain confusing. For instance, here are 
some of the things he said after April 1:

“My father is German,” he said in the Oval Office. “Right? Was German. 
And born in a very wonderful place in Germany, and so I have a great 
feeling for Germany.”  

 His father was born in the Bronx, New York City.

“They say the noise (from wind turbines) causes cancer.”  
 
 This claim is completely unfounded. The American Cancer Society 
 reports no credible evidence exists to support such a claim. 
 Senator Chuck Grassley (R) called Trump’s statement “idiotic.”

After tweeting that Puerto Rico “can’t do anything right” and calling 
them “a mess,” Trump insisted that Puerto Rico has received “$91 
billion” in aid, and that they “only take from the USA.”

 FEMA and other agencies have distributed $11.2 billion in aid. 
 $41 billion has been allocated but not distributed. Puerto Rico is 
 part of the USA. Almost 3,000 citizens died due to Hurricane 
 Maria.

MAKE YOUR VOICE HEARD IN 
THE MAY ISSUE! COME TO THE 
NEXT ABINGTONIAN MEETING
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By  Ethan Kovnat
 Existentialism is arguably the most infl uential philosophical movement from the 19th and 20th 
Centuries, and, while today we oft en associate it with fi gures such as Martin Heidegger, Jean-Paul Sartre, 
Simone de Beauvoir, and Albert Camus, early Existentialism was most defi ned by two philosophers: Søren 
Kierkegaard and Friedrich Nietzsche.
 Søren Kierkegaard (1813-1855) was a Danish philosopher, and was considered by the scholars 
of today to be the founder of the Existentialist movement. Kierkegaard’s writings were defi ned by a 
rejection of conventional sources of meaning; according to Kierkegaard, life is merely an overcomplicated 
source of anxiety in which a person never truly achieves happiness. Th us, worldly meaning is impossible, 
and no sense of meaning can be gained through worldly means. Th e only solution Kierkegaard saw to 
this predicament was religious faith. Although he disapproved of organized religious establishments, 
Kierkegaard was a devout Christian, and believed that through a “leap of faith,” humankind can reach a 
state of simplistic bliss capable of counteracting the dull meaninglessness of worldly pursuits.
 Friedrich Nietzsche (1844-1900) was a German philosopher and one of the most infl uential 
intellectuals of all time, despite oft en being mischaracterized and misinterpreted. Nietzsche’s most 
well-known contribution to philosophy is his idea of the Übermensch, oft en translated as “overman” or 
“superman.” According to Nietzsche, the purpose of life was the continuous improvement of the human 
species, in hopes that we would one day reach an altered state of existence and become a society of 
Übermenschen. Nietzsche saw nihilism, the belief that life has no meaning, as the greatest obstacle towards 
reaching the Übermensch as such a belief causes one to lose one’s sense of meaning and purpose. For this 
reason, Nietzsche bemoaned the growing atheistic trends he noticed in his society following the Industrial 
Revolution. Even though he himself was an atheist, Nietzsche saw religion as a valuable source of meaning 
and guidance from which one could draw purpose and combat nihilism. Th is observation caused Nietzsche 
to famously say, “God is dead and we have killed him.” 
 Sadly, Nietzsche’s works have a history of misinterpretation, which was sometimes deliberate. 
Nietzsche’s idea of the Übermensch was famously used by Nazi scholars as support for their ideas of Aryan 
race superiority, when in fact, the Übermensch was meant to represent an ideal rather than a concrete 
individual and was never intended to be equated with race. Furthermore, Nietzsche’s proclamation that 
“God is dead” is oft en misunderstood as a celebratory statement, when in fact, Nietzsche saw the supposed 
death of God as a great tragedy initiated by the failures of society.
 Although they were quite diff erent, Kierkegaard and Nietzsche both wrote about the themes 
of meaning and purpose, and their unconventional conclusions would serve as the basis of the future 
Existentialist movement.

Philosophy Phlashcards: 
Søren Kierkegaard and Friedrich Nietzsche

Abingtonians Immigration Stories
For this issue, we decided to ask students to share their family 
immigration stories. 

Ross & Spencer Armon
Th eir maternal relatives in the 1880’s left  Lithuanian-area Eastern Eu-
rope to escape religious persecution and went to Cincinati, Ohio. Th ey 
are Ukrainian from their paternal lineage. When their paternal relatives 
fi rst immigrated here, they had to pass through Ellis Island where one 
of the employees changed their family name. Originally, their last name 
was Torchinski, however since the Ellis Island worker could not pro-
nounce their name, he gave them the name Armon.

Amanda & Artemis Giannopoulos
Both of their parents are the fi rst of their families to immigrate to 
America from Greece. Th eir father came to this country at the age of 20 
to study at Toledo University. Th eir mother came to the US in her late 
twenties for her residency in Philadelphia. Aft er the two met, they de-
cided to permanently stay in the Philadelphia area instead of returning 
to Greece.

Mr. Quigley
His great-grandmother came from Sicily at the age of 14 to Ellis Island. 
She worked at a zipper factory in New York City for two years, then she 
got married. She and her husband moved to Rochester, NY, where their 
children, grandchildren and great-grandchildren grew up. Delicious 
detail: Gramma Francie used to make “cuckoos” -- a soft -boiled egg that 
sat on a little pedestal dish. She would crack open just the top of the egg, 
and cut up thin slices of toast that could be dipped inside of the egg. 
Delizioso!

Grayson Cantrell
Under the communist regime in Poland following the Second World 
War, life was hard for many people, including my family. In search 
of a better life, my grandmother’s family came to America. In 1964, 
my great-grandmother left  Poland by herself and sailed to Montreal 
in Canada. Two years later, my grandmother and her two brothers 
left  Poland from the port city of Gdynia on March 21 aboard the MS 
Batory. Eleven days later, on April 1, 1966, my grandmother and her 
brothers entered Canada through Quebec. Because the railway workers 
were on strike, they took a bus to the US border through Maine. Once 
in the country, they took a train down to Philadelphia. Th ree months 
later, on July 9, 1966, my grandmother returned to Poland to marry my 
grandmother’s father, Jerzy Latopolski. Th e couple returned to the US, 
and two years later had their fi rst child, my mother.

Aidan Scharnikow
His great-grandmother came by boat from Italy. Her last name was 
Grande but the spelling was changed to “Grandy” in order to be less 
obviously Italian. He also has a direct descendant that arrived on the 
Mayfl ower. Th e last name is on a manifest for the Mayfl ower and he 
helped found the original English colony. Th e last name was Eaton. His 
paternal original descendants are from Ireland where they still have 
family.

Frankie Bria
Her grandfather was born in Italy and came on a boat with his parents 
in the 1920’s. Her grandmother’s father came to American and met his 
wife who was also an Italian immigrant here. Th us, her grandmother 
was born here. Both families resided in the Germantown section of 
Philadelphia.
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S G D Q D A X I B A A E N A K G D O D G 

B E A N L E T Z U K I C A I I F N I F N 

V R N O A U T S A P S U T N N M A C N A 

I E G I O L T I W S E A S A G K L S G T 

A N N B P R R Y N W N D Z M D L I B U S 

A I I E A P Y E P U O O Y O O J A C K I 

U J L L Z A I A Z O D R G R M U H N G K 

D Y I O B U D L U T N A R G E N T I N A 

N A R I G Z E N I G I N Y I J A D U S P 

U K R A I N E L A H A W K C Z I N Q T N 

A I B M O L O C A L P R S Q E K A V A E 

A I L A M O S M Z I E A A W H A L B T M 

A R L A N A W S T O B R B P E V N O E E 

A L P O R T U G A L B A I N T O I L S Y 

T U B A L G E R I A B E R A H L F I E L 

I U S A S O U T H M S T H A I S Y V G X 

L N R T N M O V I E T N A M O R F I Y F 

G A D K R I G Z P E R U C V P X Y A P E 

C S O I E I A S J Z E H C O I J I S T K 

P L T S A Y A B R A Z I L O A G P E U K 

AROUND THE ‘WORD’ SEARCH
By Elianna Perez

ALBANIA

ALGERIA

ANGOLA

ARABIA

ARGENTINA

AUSTRALIA

AUSTRIA

BOLIVIA

BOTSWANA

BRAZIL

COLOMBIA

DJIBOUTI

ECUADOR

EGYPT

ETHIOPIA

FINLAND

INDIA

INDONESIA

IRAN

IRAQ

IRELAND

KYRGYZSTAN

LAOS

MONGOLIA

PAKISTAN

PARAGUAY

PERU

PHILIPPINES

PORTUGAL

ROMANIA

SLOVAKIA

SOMALIA

SOUTH

SWITZERLAND

SYRIA

THAILAND

TURKEY

UKRAINE

UNITED KINGDOM

UNITED STATES

VENEZUELA

VIETNAM

YEMEN

ZIMBABWE

Cooking With Yia Yia - Ravani With Syrup
By Artemis Giannopoulos

Ingredients:

For the cake part
 8 eggs
 1 ⅓ cup sugar 
 1 ⅓ cups fine semolina
 1 ½  teaspoons baking powder
 1 ⅓ cups self-rising flour
 4 cups milk
 Some salt
 Some vanilla
 1 tablespoon butter

For the syrup part
 3 cups of sugar
 2 ½ cups water
 6 tablespoons butter
 2 tablespoons lemon juice
 1 ½ teaspoons lemon zest
 Optional: Almond (for topping)

Cake Steps:
Preheat the oven to 325 degrees. Mix the flour 
with the semolina, baking powder, salt, and 
vanilla for some time. In a separate bowl, put 
the eggs and sugar in the mixer and mix them 
together on maximum speed for 15 minutes. 
While mixing together the eggs and sugar, 
slowly add in the milk. After adding all the 
milk, stop the electric mixer altogether and 
start mixing the three ingredients gently with 
a large spoon. While gently mixing the egg-sugar-milk mixture, add the mixture from 
step 1 little by little, being careful not to the deflate the eggs. Note that the final mixture 
needs to be soft and fluffy. Get a small baking pan ready by buttering the pan and then 
emptying the final mixture in it. Put it in the oven and bake for 30-35 minutes.

Syrup Steps:
Boil all the above mentioned ingredients under “for the syrup part”. When it is ready, let it 
cool down. 

Putting them Together Steps:
When the cake has baked all the way through, pour the syrup on top of it. Note that it 
should not be done too quickly or all at once because the cake can collapse. Let the cake 
cool down completely and when it is ready, serve the cake upside down so that the syrup-
soaked side is facing down. If so desired, chop up almonds into small pieces and then 
sprinkle on top of each small piece.

ENJOY!  
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By Elianna Pérez
Conflict is rising this spring at the prestigious Sorbonne 

University in Paris, according to Irish Newspaper The Guardian, as 
the school has been accused of putting on an “Afrophobic, colonialist, 
and racist” performance wherein actors and actresses use blackface 
when in costume -- for the second year in a row. Protesters opposed 
this performance by blockading the theatre’s entrance, not allowing 
actors to enter, and accusing them of using blackface. School officials 
came to the defense of the Sorbonne theatre company, claiming that the 
dark makeup used was not meant as blackface, for it was similar to the 
costumes used in the time Greek tragedies were originally performed, 
and not meant to be offensive. 

When the protestors called for the cancellation of the 
production, the school board insisted that preventing the performance 
was “an unprecedented attack on freedom of expression and creation 
in a university, which is contrary to all academic values and republican 
principles”. Ghyslain Vedeux, the president of the Representative 
Council of France’s Black Associations, issued a statement attacking the 
school’s performance under the title: “Blackface: colonial propaganda 
at the Sorbonne,” and more students have consistently been joining the 
force of the protestors. Recently, Sorbonne cancelled the production of 
The Suppliants by Aeschylus, saying they were searching for new ways 
to present the performance at a later date.

Controversy in Paris

By Sabrina Trakhtorchuk
On Friday, March 15, in Christchurch, New Zealand, a 28 year 

old man entered two different Mosques, armed with semi-automatics 
and assault rifles, and changed hundreds of lives in an instant. Most 
terrifying is that the killer, a white nationalist and member of several 
radical online hate groups, live streamed the attack on Facebook. New 
Zealand Prime Minister Jacinda Ardern declared it an act of terror, 
and countries across the globe joined in to mourn the deaths of these 
innocent victims that were targeted for their religious beliefs. The 
senseless attack took the lives of 50 people, the youngest of which a 
boy, Mucaad Ibrahim, who was separated from his parents during the 
pandemonium of the attack. He was three years old. 

 The crime has sparked debates over gun control, racism, and 
religious discrimination across the world. Prime Minister Ardern has 
vowed to radically change New Zealand’s gun control laws, calling them 
a “privilege not a right”. Ardern plans to recall all “military-style semi-
automatic weapons and assault rifles” offering monetary compensation 
for citizens who hand in the outlawed weapons. The tension over gun 
control in New Zealand is mirrored by the U.S and across Europe, 
as legislators attempt to reach a deal that will satisfy all parties, and 
prevent more senseless terror.

Christchurch Mosque 
Shooting Sparks a 
Global Outcry

By Joey Nolan
The U.S. economy grew somewhat more slowly at the end 

of last year than initially thought. Forecasts suggest that slowdown 
will continue in 2019. The Commerce Department now says the 
economy grew at an annual rate of 2.2 percent in the fourth quarter of 
last year. That’s down from the department’s original estimate of 2.6 
percent growth. The revised numbers, which include more complete 
information, suggest somewhat lower spending by consumers and state 
and local governments, as well as reduced business investment. The 
growth rate for all of 2018, measured by comparing the fourth quarter to the 
same period a year earlier, was also revised downward from 3.1 percent to 3 
percent. 

The Trump administration has made 3 percent growth an 
important talking point, and the President’s budget assumes the 
economy will continue to grow at or above that rate for the next five 
years. But the data suggest it may be hard to sustain. Economic growth 
peaked in the second quarter last year at 4.2 percent and has been 
declining each quarter since. The revised fourth-quarter figure simply 
underscores that trend. “I would say the fourth-quarter reading on 
GDP growth confirms what we already expected,” said Ben Herzon of 
Macroeconomic Advisers. “GDP growth is slowing from unsustainable 
rates.” Herzon suggested last year’s more rapid growth was “juiced by 
fiscal stimulus,” of tax cuts and increased government spending. 

As those effects wear off, Herzon and others are predicting 
slower economic growth in the range of 2 percent or less. The Federal 
Reserve and the National Association for Business Economics have 
both recently lowered their forecasts for growth in 2019 to 2.1 percent. 
Both cited trade tensions as a possible drag on the economy, along with 
slowing growth in the rest of the world.

The Slowing Economy

IMPORTANT DATES
APRIL 27 - JUNIOR PROM

MAY 6 - CHORAL CONCERT
MAY 8 – ORCHESTRA CONCERT

MAY 6-10 – AP EXAMS
MAY 13-24 – KEYSTONE EXAMS

MAY 18 – 24 HOUR RELAY
MAY 29 – MOCK ACCIDENT

MAY 30 – SENIOR PROM
MAY 31 – SERVICE LEARNING DAY

JUNE 12 - GRADUATION
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SPORTS

By Spencer Armon 
The NBA has more international players than it ever has. 

With foreign all-stars Giannis Antetokounmpo, Nikola Vucevic, Ben 
Simmons, and Nikola Jokic, this generation of NBA players is incredibly 
diverse. Since the early 2000s, the NBA has been working hard to 
bring basketball to foreign countries. This plan features NBA games in 
London, a preseason tour in China, and the Basketball Without Borders 
Camp for NBA hopefuls.
 Luc Mbah A Moute, a veteran NBA player from Cameroon, has 
been instrumental in cultivating the Basketball Without Borders Camp, 
especially in Africa, his home continent. Ever since he was on the 
76ers during ‘The Process,’ he has been running these camps in hopes 
of finding NBA talent. Players from the continent are invited to show 
off their skills and get advice from Mbah A Moute. The talent ranges 
from players who hope to play Division One basketball the next year, 
to players who have a special skill-set, but have little experience. One 
of the latter types is now in his third season in the NBA and will likely 
finish in the top five in MVP voting this year. Who? Joel “Hulu has live 
sports” Embiid. 

One of the most dominant players in the NBA, Embiid also 
attended Mbah A Moute’s Basketball Without Borders Camp eight years 
ago in 2011. He was just learning how to play basketball, but had the 
natural talent needed to play at a high-level. Mbah A Moute recognized 
Embiid’s potential and helped him out in hopes of creating the next 
Cameroonian NBA player. Eight years and two All-Star appearances 
later, Mbah A Moute’s belief in Embiid has been more than fulfilled.

Pascal Siakam, who is also from Cameroon is another success 
story from the Basketball Without Borders Program. Siakam, a forward 
on the Raptors, has had a surprisingly good season. After posting 
subpar numbers last year, he burst onto the scene this year, averaging 
nearly seventeen points per game. Siakam, along with the Nets’ 
Deangelo Russell and Kings’ Deaaron Fox, figures to be the favorites 
for the NBA’s most improved player award. Siakam will likely be a 
centerpiece for the Raptors for the next couple years.

By Jake Place

 Jai Alai was invented by the Basque people of Northern Spain 
around the fourteenth century. It involves using a curved scoop called 
a xistera to fling the pelota (ball) at one of the three walls of the Jai 
Alai fronton (the playing field). Although it has severely declined in 
popularity among the English-speaking world,  Jai Alai is still one of the 
most popular games in the Spanish-speaking world. In countries such 
as Spain, Mexico, and the Philippines, Jai Alai has managed to maintain 
its audience in the face of scandals such as match-fixing and the player 
deaths.
 In 1986, Jai Alai was banned in its traditional stronghold, the 
Philippines. The reason for this was that the match fixing was so severe 
that it essentially disregarded Jai Alai as sport. Nevertheless, this did 
not deter Filipino and foreign gamblers from placing bets on illegal 
matches. The betting system in Jai Alai is fairly simple and bears striking 
similarities to the system used for horse racing and other animal events. 
Betting on win, place, or show is allowed (first, second, or third) and 
more complex combinations are possible, such as a quinella or a trifecta. 
This makes it an oddity, as it is one of the very few sports that use the 
parimutuel betting system: a system in which all bets are placed into a 
central pool and all winning bets get a certain amount of that pool. The 
lure of easy money and the durability of Jai Alai in the Philippines led 
to its official legalization in March 2010, twenty-four years after it had 
been outlawed.
 Jai Alai was at one point one of the fastest growing sports 
in America. It was extremely popular in areas with high Hispanic 
populations in the United States, such as Florida. The golden age of 
American Jai Alai is commonly considered to be between the 1950s and 
1980s. The ability to gamble on the games formed an integral part of the 
appeal for many fans. At one point, even the MGM Hotel and Casino 
in Las Vegas featured Jai Alai. Unlike in the Philippines, however, 
American interest in Jai Alai was not nearly as resilient. The final nail 
in the coffin for American Jai Alai was the players’ strike of 1988. The 
Basque players felt underpaid and began to picket against their former 
employers. Their employers replaced them with less talented American 
players, lowering the quality of  play and ending the sport’s growth. By 
the time that the strike had ended, many other viable options existed for 
betting within the United States, and those options had mostly usurped 
Jai Alai. 
 While Jai Alai has an unsavory reputation, it is truly an 
incredible game. The pelota frequently reaches speeds exceeding more 
than 150 miles per hour, giving it the nickname of the fastest game in 
the world. It takes incredible skill and reflex to be able to compete in the 
game. Despite the fact that it is not a contact sport, Jai Alai has one of 
the highest death rates in sports because many fatalities and injuries are 
caused by the extreme speed of the game. Jai Alai has essentially died 
within the United States, but around the world “the fastest game” is alive 
and well. Even if you abstain entirely from betting, Jai Alai is a spectacle 
worth viewing.

By Meghan Strange
Soccer. Everyone knows the game; kids from around the globe have grown up playing the sport. Everyone knows the big teams: Real 

Madrid, FC Barcelona, FC Bayern Munich, Liverpool, Manchester United and even the United States Women’s National team. But what’s the big 
idea? It’s just a bunch of people kicking a ball at each other, right? Wrong. Soccer has been around for a very long and has become an integral part 
of many cultures. People love the game because it’s technical. Soccer is easy to understand, but strategy is difficult to master. Soccer is fast paced 
but easy for audiences to follow. Additionally, soccer has historically provided an outlet for personal and national pride. After WWII, Germans 
were ashamed of who they were because of the atrocities that they had forced upon Europe. However, when Germany won the World Cup in 1954, 
Germans felt free to be proud of themselves. They were “allowed to be German again.” 

Soccer has a great influence on the world today. Young children across the U.S. grow up playing soccer. Kids in Brazil play soccer and hope 
to one day be as good as their favorite players: Ronaldinho, Neymar, and Pelé. There are international tournaments, such as the United World 
Games. This European tournament takes place in Germany and Austria, and teams are invited from around the globe to compete on an grand 
stage. Soccer connects people across the bounds of identity. Women, men, and children all play soccer. Soccer, fútbol, fußball; they all mean the 
same thing. This international sport, soccer, is a way for everyone to come together for their love of the game. 

Basketball Without 
Borders in Cameroon

The Uniting Sport

Jai Alai: The Fastest Game
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By Alex Hale-Mowry
In a time when baseball’s fan base is declining, MLB has been 

committed to introducing the sport all around the world. Since the fi rst 
international game in 1999, the MLB season opener has been held in 
a foreign country seven times. It’s no surprise to the average baseball 
fan that baseball is popular in regions like Central America and Asia; 
what they wouldn’t have suspected was that MLB would do a series in 
Australia as they did in 2014. 

Th e commitment to turning baseball into a global sport has 
helped it fl ourish in a variety of geographical regions. Th is year the MLB 
decided to hold a two-game series to ring in the new season in Tokyo, 
Japan. Th e two games between the Oakland A’s and Seattle Mariners 
were the 9th and 10th regular season games to be played in Tokyo since 
2000. Superstar Ichiro Suzuki, who hails from Japan, announced that it 
would be his fi nal games before his retirement. 

Ultimately, the Mariners took both games leading to a 2-0 
record to start the season, but if you ask both teams, they’d say the 
introduction to Japanese culture was the real reward. While visiting 
in Japan, the managers instructed their players to take time off  and 
tour Tokyo. Th is provided a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity for players 
to absorb the culture that surrounds baseball in Japan. Major League 
Baseball will continue to schedule games and events in Japan. While 
MLB does not seem to be considering formalized extension into Japan, 
expansion to Canada or Mexico remains up for consideration.

By Julio Toussaint

 If you did not know, Conor “Th e Notorious” McGregor is one 
of the greatest pure strikers in Mixed Martial Arts history. McGregor 
has 21 wins (18 of which by knockout) to 4 losses (all by which of 
submission). McGregor has won the UFC Championship in both the 
Featherweight and Lightweight divisions, while being the fi rst ever 
Irish-born UFC champion. And is only the third person in UFC history 
to be a Multi-Division champion (meaning he has held a championship 
from each division simultaneously, being the Featherweight and 
Lightweight champion).

 Although being a highly decorated superstar, McGregor is 
“notoriously” controversial. McGregor was charged in April 2018 with 
three counts of assault and one count of criminal mischief aft er police 
said, “he attacked a charter bus in New York carrying UFC fi ghters.” He 
has also made some crude remarks of former boxing opponent Floyd 
Mayweather during and even aft er their blockbuster fi ght in August 
of 2017. On Tuesday, McGregor shocked the world of sports yet again 
aft er announcing his retirement from Mixed Martial Arts, just fi ve 
months aft er a second blockbuster defeat this time to the undefeated 
Lightweight (now champion) Khabib Nurmagomedov.

 Aft er all of that, McGregor seems to be fi nally landing from his 
“fall from grace.” According to a recent report from foxnews.com/sports, 
Authorities in Ireland are reportedly investigating an allegation of 
sexual assault against former UFC star Conor McGregor. Fox News also 
reports that “No charges have reportedly been fi led against the Irish-
born professional athlete. Although he did face questioning following 
a January arrest, from which he was let go.” Another report from 
Fox states, “Laws in Ireland restrict the news media from identifying 
individuals charged with rape unless they are convicted, which has not 
happened in this case.” 

With the abrupt ending to McGregor’s professional fi ghting 
career, and the coincidental upbringing of the alleged sexual assault 
following aft er, there is much speculation that this allegation was the 
cause of his shocking retirement.

By Shaheen Soltani
 During this past summer’s World Cup, you may have not hear 
any news about the Iranian soccer team. Besides the fact that they 
almost eliminated Ronaldo from advancement, the team didn’t receive 
much attention. 
 However, many acknowledged that Iran allowed women to 
attend games in stadium. Iran’s theocratic government has banned 
women from stadiums for 35 years since the Iranian revolution occured. 
In the past, women would dress up as men so they could sneak their 
way into a seat in Azadi stadium.

MLB Opens 2019 
Season in Japan

Notorious

By Ross Armon
If you were to fi re up your laptop and tap into the search bar 

“most famous athletes 2019,” the fi rst 5 or 6 names would not be too 
much of a surprise. Ronaldo, Lebron, Messi, Neymar, Mcgregor, and 
Federer. Each one of them has achieved such incredible levels of fame 
that they are known by only one name. But then you get to lucky 
number seven. Virat? Kohli? Who?

One of the most accomplished sportsmen of his generation, 
Kohli remains an obscure fi gure in American culture. Th e 30-year-old 
from Delhi, India has achieved unprecedented success in his Cricket 
career. Aft er debuting at the age of 20 in 2008, he has led India to 
several world championships as Captain. In addition, he has been 
awarded ten (10!) individual awards for being the top Cricket player in 
the world. Th at number of accolades surpasses those accumulated by 
icons like Lebron James by a whopping fi ve trophies. 

Yet Kohli continues to fl y under the radar in the United States. 
Cricket has struggled to emerge as a major source of entertainment to 
the American public. Yet in countries like India and England, Kohli is 
regarded as a living legend whose greatness cannot be put into words. 
Here in the US, you could pass him on the street and not even bat an 
eye. Despite his incredible athletic achievements internationally, Kohli 
and the cricket remain uninvited outsiders to the sports scene of the 
States. 

Virat Kohli - Superstar

Soccer in Iran


