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     Decade in Review!
With the decade coming to a close  a few weeks ago, the editorial staff  decided that we should fl ashback to the ideas and moments that shaped the 
decade. As we adjust to life in the new “roaring twenties,” here is a breakdown of the most prominent events of each year from the past decade. 

2010:  On January 12, an earthquake registering a magnitude 7.0 on the Richter scale struck Haiti, causing about 
250,000 deaths and 300,000 injuries.  On March 23, the Aff ordable Care Act is signed into law by Barack Obama. Commonly 
referred to as “Obamacare,” it was considered one of the most extensive health care reform acts since Medicare, which was 
passed in 1965. On April 20, a Deepwater Horizon drilling rig exploded over the Gulf of Mexico. Killing eleven people, it is 
considered one of the worst oil spills in history and the largest in US waters. On July 25, Wikileaks, an organization that allows 
people to anonymously leak classifi ed information, released more than 90,000 documents related to the Afghanistan War. It is 
oft en referred to as the largest leak of classifi ed information since the Pentagon Papers during the Vietnam War. 

  Th e New Orleans Saints won their fi rst Super Bowl since Hurricane Katrina, LeBron James made his way to Miami,  
Kobe Bryant won his fi nal title, and Butler went on a Cinderella run to the NCAA Championship. Th e year fi ttingly set the tone 
for a decade of player empowerment and underdog victories.

Th e King’s Speech received 12 Oscar nominations and 4 wins, Colin Firth won Best Actor. Toy Story 3 was the highest-
grossing animated fi lm of all time, earning a worldwide $1.067 billion. Justin Bieber released his hit song “Baby,” becoming the 
youngest solo male act to top the Billboard 200 since Stevie Wonder. Artists such as Beyoncé, Katy Perry, Taylor Swift ; Lady 
Gaga and Rihanna began to outsell new releases by favorites such as Britney Spears, Mariah Carey and Christina Aguilera. Th is 
change in style of favored artists also contributed to the loss in popularity of contemporary R&B by the 2010s.

2011:  On May 2, U.S. Special Forces raided an al-Qaeda compound in Pakistan and successfully killed terrorist leader Osama Bin Laden. Th e fi rst group of 
American troops were pulled out of Iraq aft er fi ghting for nine years in that country on July 13. On September 17, protests were held in Zuccotti Park in New York City’s Wall 
Street fi nancial district, catapulting the Occupy Wall Street movement. Th e protests mainly centered around income inequality and corporate power. 

 Jerry Sandusky was charged with 40 counts of child abuse, setting off  numerous scandals over the upcoming years for the NCAA. Th e NFL and NBA had lockout 
seasons that changed the relationships between players and teams. 

Harry Potter and the Deathly Hallows - Part 2 was released. It is currently the 12th highest-grossing fi lm of all time, formerly the 3rd, earning $1.342 billion 
worldwide. Taylor Swift  was Billboard’s Woman of the Year, grossing over $123 million from her Speak Now World Tour. Th e formation of boy bands and girl groups returned 
to mainstream popularity and reached a great deal of success, the most popular examples being British-Irish boy band One Direction and American boy band Big Time Rush. 
Eventually a new generation of successful girl groups also joined such as Little Mix and Fift h Harmony. 

2012:  On July 20, a man shot a fi rearm in a local movie theater in Aurora, Colorado. On September 11, four American diplomats were killed in Benghazi, Libya 
aft er local Islamic militias attack them. In October, Hurricane Sandy graduated from a superstorm to an offi  cial hurricane, destroying many parts of the country. Obama was 
reelected for his second term on November 6. On December 14, a mass shooting occurred in Sandy Hook Elementary School in Newtown, Connecticut.   

Th e London Olympics brought seldom viewed sports to the world stage. Usain Bolt set a then World Record with a 9.63 second 100 meter dash. Michael Phelps won 
his record setting 18th Gold Medal.

Th e Artist won Best Picture and was nominated for 7 Oscars and 5 Golden Globes. Th e Avengers was the years highest grossing fi lm, earning $1.519 billion worldwide. 
Adele became an international success with her song “Rolling in the Deep.” Justin Bieber releases the most internationally successful album: Believe.

2013:  In June, Th e Guardian and Th e Washington Post revealed that Edward Snowden leaked documents from the National Security Agency and was their source of 
information. On April 15, a terrorist attack occurred during the annual Boston Marathon, killing three people and injuring many others. On July 13, George Zimmerman was 
acquitted of all charges from fatally shooting seventeen-year-old Trayvon Martin. Many people were outraged and in response the #Blacklivesmatter hashtag gained popularity.

Chronic traumatic encephalopathy (CTE), a brain disease caused by repeated blows to the head, overshadowed much of the NFL season. Th e NFL agreed to a $765 
million settlement with 4500 former athletes who accused the NFL of covering up CTE-related statistics. 

Argo won Best Picture at the Oscars. Iron Man 3 was the highest grossing fi lm of the year. Modern Family won an Emmy for Outstanding Comedy Series. Breaking 
Bad won an Emmy for Outstanding Drama Series. Taylor Swift  won Artist of the Year at the AMAs. FUN won Best New Artist at the Grammys. Justin Timberlake had the top-
selling album, but it didn’t top the “Harlem Shake”, which had nearly half a billion streams.

2014:  On March 8, Malaysia Airlines fl ight 370 went missing. It was concluded that the plane crashed in a remote part of the Indian Ocean. On August 9, eighteen-
year-old African-American teen Michael Brown was shot by white police offi  cer Darren Wilson in Ferguson, Missouri, causing another outcry from the public and further 
escalating the #BlackLivesMatter hashtag into a national movement. On October 10, Malala Yousafzai became the youngest person to win the Nobel Peace Prize at age 
seventeen. 

 Trailblazing NBA Commissioner David Stern retired aft er bringing the NBA to a global audience. Los Angeles Clippers Owner David Stern was banned for life from 
the NBA aft er racial remarks surfaced in a recording by his mistress. Th e NFL and NBA made major steps in LGBTQ+ rights as Michael Sam (NFL) and Jason Collins (NBA) 
became the fi rst openly gay athletes to play in either league. 

12 Years A Slave was named the Best Picture at the Oscars. Transformers: Age of Extinction was the highest grossing fi lm. Modern Family repeated as outstanding 
comedy series at the Emmys. Breaking Bad did the same for Outstanding Drama Series.  One Direction was named AMA’s Artist of the Year.  Macklemore and Ryan Lewis 
were named the best new artist at the Grammys. For many fans, 2014 was known as “Th e Waking Dream Between Kanye Albums,” anticipating his return, but overall, the song 
“Let It Go” from the Frozen soundtrack spent 5 weeks at #1 on the Billboard 200.

2015: Paris terrorist attacks shocked the world in early January. In November, a second attack occurred, for which ISIS claimed responsibility. 2015 also followed the 
shocking  murder trial of Aaron Hernandez, a former New England Patriots player. Th is year also gave rise to several political scandals, including an investigation into Hilary 
Clinton’s use of a private email as secretary of state, a revelation which would work against her in her future campaign eff orts.

 Golfer Jordan Spieth won both the Masters and the U.S. Open, and Steph Curry won his fi rst MVP award en route to the Warriors’ fi rst championship in 40 years. 
American Pharoah also won the Triple Crown, in what was a year of new faces at the top.

Birdman won Best Picture at the Oscars. Jurassic World was the Highest Grossing Film of the year. Veep won an Emmy for Outstanding Comedy Series. Game of 
Th rones won the Emmy for Outstanding Drama Series. One Direction won Artist of the Year at the AMAs. Meghan Trainor won Best New Artist at the Grammys. The 
US iTunes store added a K-Pop genre category, and major streaming services such as Apple Music and Spotify both added K-pop categories, showing only the beginning of 
infl uence Asia will have on Western pop music.

              Continued on page 2
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2010s Decade in Review, Cont.
2016: 2016 saw President Barack Obama declare a state of emergency in Flint, Michigan, where an issue in the town’s water filtration system lead to its 
contamination, ultimately leaving thousands of citizens without a water source. An outbreak of the Zika virus in Brazil led to serious concerns around the globe, with over 
3,000 reportedly infected. Internationally, 2016 led to compromise between Russia and the U.S over control in Syria. In the U.S, one of the most controversial elections in 
history was concluded, resulting in the election of Donald Trump. This election led to wide-spread debates regarding America’s current electoral system, as Trump became one 
of only 5 Presidents in U.S history to win the election without winning the popular vote.

 Kevin Durant left the Oklahoma City Thunder for the 73-9 Golden State Warriors, prompting fans to refer to him as a ‘snake’ and a ‘cupcake’. The Chicago Cubs broke 
‘the curse’ and won for the first time in 108 years. Gymnast Simone Biles led the United States to a first place finish by a wide margin in the 2016 Olympics.

 Spotlight won Best Picture at the Oscars. Captain America: Civil War was the Highest Grossing Film of the year. Veep won another Emmy for Outstanding Comedy 
Series, as did Game of Thrones for Outstanding Drama Series. Ariana Grande won Artist of the Year at the AMAs. Chance the Rapper won Best New Artist at the Grammys. 
2016 was the start of something new. A lot of the top songs clearly changed from the traditional pop style the music industry favored, and slowly developed into the hip hop that 
would soon take over.

2017: President Trump’s first year in office began tumultuously, with the launching of the Mueller investigation and increased tensions with North Korea. Several 
Hollywood actresses came forward to accuse former movie mogul Harvey Weinstein of inappropriate sexual behavior. These outcries lead to the #MeToo movement, where 
thousands of other victims of sexual assault shared their stories, with multiple accusations coming out against high-power officials. Terror attacks in Las Vegas, London, and 
New York City shocked the world and lead to widespread concern. Hurricanes Harvey, Irma, and Maria left much of the U.S and Puerto Rico ravaged in their wake, prompting 
global efforts to send aid to these desperate areas.

 The New England Patriots overcame a 28-3 deficit to win the team’s fifth Super Bowl. Floyd Mayweather defeated Conor McGregor in one of the most highly 
anticipated boxing matches of all time. Serena Williams won the Australian Open while 8-weeks pregnant for her 23rd Grand Slam Title. Isaiah Thomas scored 53 points on his 
sister’s birthday just two weeks after she died in an emotional overtime win over the Wizards in the playoffs.

Moonlight won Best Picture at the Oscars. The live action version of Beauty and the Beast was the Highest Grossing Film of the year. Veep won an Emmy for Outstanding 
Comedy Series. The Handmaid’s Tale won an Emmy for Outstanding Drama Series. Bruno Mars won Artist of the Year at the AMAs. Chance the Rapper won Best New Artist at 
the Grammys. Not only did Kendrick Lamar release “DAMN.,” but multiple artists released albums and singles that put in place new style of hip hop, but pop still survived.

2018: Shootings at Stoneman Douglas High School in Parkland, Florida took 17 lives and sparked nationwide 
outrage. On March 24th, student activists led a march for stricter gun control laws in the “March for Our Lives”. The 
#MeToo movement continued into 2018, and Bill Cosby went to prison for sexual crimes. Wildfires raged across 
California, destroying, cities, homes, and wildlife. 

 The Eagles won their first Super Bowl led by backup Nick Foles, and 16-seed UMBC upset 1-seed Virginia in the 
NCAA Basketball Tournament.     YES - THE BIRDS WON THE SUPER BOWL! PHILLY PHILLY! 

 The Shape of Water won Best Picture at the Oscars. Black Panther was the Highest Grossing Film of the year. The 
Marvelous Mrs. Maisel won an Emmy for Outstanding Comedy Series. Game of Thrones won an Emmy for Outstanding 
Drama Series. Taylor Swift won Artist of the Year at the AMAs. Alessia Cara won Best New Artist at the Grammys. 2018 
continued the decline of the pop music in the charts, new hip hop and rap thrived, and RnB re-emerges.

2019: Shootings in Texas, Ohio, and New Zealand increased tension over reforming gun control laws. The 
longest government shutdown in U.S history came to a close in 2019, as lawmakers were finally able to come to a 
compromise. Major debates were sparked over immigration after thousands of migrant children were separated from their parents. Notre Dame caught fire, nearly destroying 
an internationally appreciated historical site. U.S citizens planned to storm area 51 - it fizzled.

The US Women’s National Soccer Team won the World Cup amid protests over unequal pay. Bryce Harper and Manny Machado signed record contracts in baseball, and the 
AAF made its debut and ended in a span of 2 months. Tiger Woods won the Masters for his first major victory since 2008. Kawhi Leonard broke Sixers fans’ hearts and led the 
Raptors to their first NBA Championship before leaving for the Clippers in free agency.

Green Book won Best Picture at the Oscars. Taylor Swift won Artist of the Year at the AMAs. Dua Lipa won Best New Artist at the Grammys. Avengers: Endgame was the Highest 
Grossing Film of the year. Fleabag won an Emmy for Outstanding Comedy Series. Game of Thrones won its final Emmy for Outstanding Drama Series.

The Impeachment of President Donald J. Trump
It is very challenging to cover the Trump presidency and impeachment proceedings in a monthly paper, simply because something new and       
important happens nearly every day.

At this point, it isn’t a matter of factual dispute that Trump illegally held up military aid to Ukraine in order to extort that nation into publicly 
announcing that it was launching an investigation into the Bidens and Burisma. It’s been proven by overwhelming evidence coming from multiple 
sources (testimony and email exchanges from diplomats and government officials), and Trump himself, Rudy Guiliani (Trump’s personal lawyer) 
and Mick Mulvaney (Trump’s Acting Chief of Staff). 

December saw the House Judiciary Committee file impeachment charges, and the United States House of Representatives voted to impeach a 
president for only the third time in U.S. history. The charges brought against President Trump by the House Judiciary Committee were as follows: 
he abused his office in an attempt to induce Ukraine’s new president to launch politicized investigations that would benefit Mr. Trump’s reelection 
campaign, and that he willfully obstructed the subsequent congressional investigation. Mr. Trump will receive a trial in the Senate, but it remains 
to be seen what that trial will actually look like, or even if there will be any witnesses called.

Senior aides whom Mr. Trump has prevented from testifying, including former national security adviser John Bolton, acting White House chief 
of staff Mick Mulvaney, and Secretary of Defense Mike Pompeo, could recount conversations that clarify Trump’s intention, and even potentially 
exonerate him, but these direct witnesses have been forbidden to testify. In fact, Trump has prevented the testimony of a dozen present or former 
senior officials and the release of documents by the White House, the Office of Management and Budget and three Cabinet departments. The 
House Intelligence Committee’s report warns that “this unprecedented campaign of obstruction” poses a serious threat to U.S. democracy. “The 
damage to our system of checks and balances . . . will be long-lasting and potentially irrevocable if the President’s ability to stonewall Congress goes 
unchecked.”

Senate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell (R – KY) has control over how the Senate will proceed with impeachment trial, and Speaker of the 
House Nancy Pelosi (D – CA) is withholding the articles of impeachment from the Senate until there is a clearer picture of whether or not there 
will be witnesses in the Senate trial.
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Opinion
The Impeachment Inquires: A 
Counterintuitive Shift in Focus
By Talia Spolansky (Young Democrats Club)

  In 2016’s presidential election, Hillary Clinton’s defeat was one of 
unprecedented and appalling proportions. Politico had predicted her success 
at a seventy-two percent chance, Upshot forecasted an eighty-five percent 
success rate, and the Princeton Electoral Consortium placed the odds ninety-
nine percent in her favor. Regardless of their personal opinion of Clinton, 
most sources placed her as the projected winner. When the country awoke 
the morning of November 9th, solemnity and dread plagued the majority 
of Americans. Like Al Gore in 2000, she lost the electoral college vote, a key 
component to victory. She received 3 million more overall votes.

Democrats have felt the sting of failure for the last four years. 
Partisanship has increased in the country, and it has become increasingly 
difficult to recall when unity existed. The devastation that filled the country 
has been followed by disappointing foreign and economic events under the 
current administration. Withdrawal from the Paris Climate Accord, departure 
of over 20 cabinet members, a trade war with China, the release of several 
vulgar and offensive comments, inhumane treatment of migrant children, 
egregious immigration policies, and the killing of Qasem Soleimani, which has 
led to horrific foreign animosity. The most concerning as of now, however, is 
the Trump-Ukraine scandal and related impeachment of the President. 

The issue began on July 25, 2019, when in a call with Zelensky, Trump 
requested a probe of Joe and Hunter Biden, and an investigation regarding 
false suspicions of Ukranian interference in the 2016 elections. Before the 
call, Trump halted U.S military aid to Ukraine without involving Congress, all 
revealed by an anonymous whistleblower and other officals. This unraveling 
of events presents like theatrical satire, where superstition, partisanship, and 
falsehoods take the center stage.

There is no pride in impeachment. In fact, Nancy Pelosi, the current 
house speaker, never displayed a particular desire to impeach Trump, contrary 
to what Republicans may speculate regarding Democratic overzealous 
approach. In March, Pelosi told The Washington Post “Unless there’s something 
so compelling and overwhelming and bipartisan, I don’t think we should go 
down that path, because it divides the country...And he’s just not worth it.” 
Pelosi’s previous contention is logical. After all, a ⅔ vote in the senate appears 
extremely elusive for the left. Additionally, Democrats lack of Senate control 
has nullified any efforts, and Senate majority leader Mitch McConnell’s 
obduracy will prevent a legitimate trial. As the two parties refuse to 
acknowledge either side, they have bungled themselves into a classic standoff.  

The inquiries launched by the House are not motivated by schismatic 
tendencies. They are a result of an obstinate pursuit of justice by Democrats. 
Despite this motivation, the focus on impeachment can potentially foil the 
2020 election for the Democratic Party. In attempts to incite interest in 
impeachment, the crucial role of choosing a Democratic candidate for office 
has been overshadowed. While 8.3 million Americans tuned in for the Ohio 
Democratic debate, a vast 11 million watched the impeachment inquiries. 
Even if the unlikely scenario of a Senate conviction occurs, Pence, the next in 
line of succession (and even more radical than Trump), would take office, not 
a Democrat, yet Democrats’ desire for justice looms large.
 Democrats, to truly increase the possibility of political change and 
power, need to shift focus to finding a viable and powerful candidate to 
defeat Trump instead of impeachment. By continuing to vie over the minute 
details involving this scandal, 2016’s events will be more likely to repeat itself. 
The only way to avoid 2016’s disastrous outcome on November 3rd, 2020, is 
through unity, transparency, focus, and strategy. 

Issues That Students Care About
By Alex Hale-Mowry

The 2020 US Presidential election is less than 10 months away.  In 
10 months, hundreds of millions of Americans will head to the polls to 
demonstrate that they hold our democracy and constitution in high regard.  
In 2020, there will be millions of newly registered high school voters eager to 
participate in one of the most successful and established democracies in the 
world.  Here at Abington Senior High School, we have an evolving student 
body that is starting to speak up about issues that will directly affect them now 
and in the future.  

To find out the actual issues that they care about, The Abingtonian 
conducted a poll on social media.  In nearly 40 responses, the majority of 
students choose topics such as climate change, healthcare (mental health, 
reproductive rights), and student loans/education.  This survey does lack some 
formality and may not represent all of the views of our students, but it does 
provide some insight as to what our high school students are looking for in a 
2020 political candidate.  As this generation starts to distinguish and define 
its various political views, politicians have received a clear signal that young 
voters primarily care about the issues that directly affect their everyday lives 
and future.  

Specifically, student loans and education was the topic that was chosen 
as the most important issue in this poll.  As colleges continue to become more 
and more expensive for the average family, as of 2019, 7 out of 10 students 
will have to take out some sort of student loan throughout their college 
education.  Rightfully so, a large majority of high school and college students 
across the nation have expressed concern and outrage over the gaps between 
the average family income ($59,039) and the average cost of college (In state: 
$9,970) (Out of state: $25,620).  So, an increase in attention targeted towards 
the younger demographic is likely on the horizon as politicians must adapt to 
the dynamic and developing younger vote.  As the various candidates on both 
sides are learning, if they want to win, then they are going to have to court this 
demographic intensely, and at least for Abington Senior High, student loans 
and education seem to be a primary issue of importance to them.

Impeachment Is Essential
By Alex Hale-Mowry

         These last three years have been like no other in the history of our 
country.  Despite my disagreement with Trump on almost every topic, I do 
have to give him credit for one thing, managing to get hundreds of thousands 
of high school students to actually see what an abomination of a president he 
is.  Throughout Trump’s presidency, the public and millions of high school 
students have only come to know just a meager amount of what Trump 
actually does in his secretive White House.  It’s not hard to come to that 
conclusion -- one of the president’s advisors has said that Trump’s surprised it 
was the Ukraine debacle that’s got him impeached.  

          If you think pressuring a foreign nation in exchange for dirt on 
a political opponent is bad, then we can only imagine what Trump has 
cooked up in his boiling cauldron of lies and manipulation.  All of this only 
contributes to his perversion of the US Constitution, and that is precisely why 
he needs to be impeached.  Democrats have struggled to draw Republican 
lawmakers to support their cause, but it’s become clear that almost all 
Republicans have bent the knee to Trump, so this begs the question, why 
continue with a partisan impeachment?  Democrats don’t want this to be 
partisan, the last thing they want is to divide this nation further, so again why 
do it?  The Democrats have decided they’ve had enough of Trump’s blatant 
disregard for the Constitution, the people, and the integrity of the Presidency, 
so they finally decided to impeach the President, not to divide the country, but 
to make sure the country stays united around our Consitution in the future.  

          An impeachment of Donald Trump signals to all that Democrats are 
willing to make a small sacrifice now, to save our country in the future.  If 
we do nothing, what kind of precedent does that set for future presidents?  
What kind of country does that leave for our future politicians? Many young 
politicians in our age group are bold and ambitious, but if our country is so 
far down the garbage disposal, will there even be a democracy left to save?  
Our country depends on the Constitution now, and will for as long as this 
great democracy exists.  And that is one of the Democrats’ flaws throughout 
this impeachment process -- they have to communicate to the American 
people that this impeachment is for the future of this country and not for the 
short term political victory.  Donald Trump’s presidency is infringing upon 
every basic constitutional and political value that exists.  I hope the American 
people realize this president was impeached to make a commitment to our 
democracy and our Constitution. We care about our future and we want to 
provide our next wave of politicians with a chance to change and advance our 
country for the better.



The Abingtonian       January 2020                                       Page 4

Star Wars: The Rise of Skywalker – A Review
By Daniel McGrath

 J.J. Abrams’ Star Wars: The Rise of Skywalker is by no means a flawless film. Heck, the main cast even reacted to the movie awkwardly. The 
film absolutely thrilled and amazed me, but I am skeptical and critical of the major aspects the movie struggles to keep balanced. The technical 
issues are very apparent. Plot holes are supposedly everywhere, but that depends on how the story is pieced together by the viewer.

 Admittedly, the pacing of Star Wars: The Rise of Skywalker’s first act seems quite off when compared to the rest of the film. Events, whether 
key to the plot or not, seem to go by in an instant, and it seems the audience had a hard time keeping up. One moment, we’re on one planet. The 
next moment, we’re on another planet. These issues didn’t take me out of the film too much, but they were very abrupt. This new piece of the 
Skywalker Saga seems to rely heavily on fan service moments to attempt to keep longtime fans engaged and interested. This fan service didn’t 
mess too much with the plot, but it did feel slightly out of place. These moments of Star Wars: The Rise of Skywalker certainly made me content 
and proud to be a Star Wars fan. Many of these moments likely seem odd to the general audience, or anyone who has not followed other Star Wars 
media, such as comics or TV shows.

 While I could continue to criticize and point out issues I have with Star Wars: The Rise of Skywalker, 
I would also like to note that a number of moments of the film felt like ingenious, brilliant ideas that 
certainly made me giddy with joy. One thing that certainly stood out to me was the idea of integrating an 
existing villain, while making the character absolutely terrifying, which I did not expect from a Star Wars 
film. Again, the film incorporates references to other Star Wars media, especially the TV shows, which is 
an idea I can get behind in more mainline Star Wars films. And, of course, the idea that amazed me most 
of all was the idea of obliterating my happiness with sad, heart-breaking scenes that kept me awake when I 
returned home at 2 in the morning after the 11:15 viewing on the night of the film’s release.

 Certain characters in Star Wars: The Rise of Skywalker didn’t exactly have complete character arcs. 
John Boyega’s character, Finn, did not experience much growth in this film, or even the Sequel Trilogy, but 
I do hope they expand on his story in a show, perhaps; however, Boyega seems completely over Star Wars. 
Kelly Marie Tran’s character, Rose Tico, doesn’t have much of a role in the film as many fans had hoped 
for. Her role in Star Wars: The Last Jedi was much more significant, and I expected an expansion of Rose’s 
story. Daisy Ridley’s Rey and Adam Driver’s Ben Solo both did have complete arcs, but Oscar Isaac’s character, Poe Dameron, definitely has the 
most complete and satisfying arc of the film, which must feel great for Isaac, as he is evidently the most done with Star Wars. The return of Lando 
Calrissian, played by Billy Dee Williams, was also a great addition to continue his story.

 Honestly, I don’t completely understand the sheer dread and hatred towards Star Wars: The Rise of Skywalker, let alone the many people 
around the world disrespectfully and cruelly harassing the cast, namely the director, J.J. Abrams, all because something they wanted for the 
movie didn’t happen. I loved this movie the first time, and I will definitely continue to love it. I believe the film is imperfect, and if the studio kept 
Lawrence Kasdan as a writer, instead of Chris Terrio, and gave the cast and crew another year or so, the film could’ve been better and felt more 
finished, but no matter the decisions the director and writers make, there will always be Star Wars fans who feel discontented with the results. 
Pleasing everyone is a grueling task, and the disturbing amount of unnecessary threats to J.J. Abrams from the displeased fans goes to show how 
the Star Wars fan community, or any community for that matter, can become sour and rotten with disagreement over the littlest things. Why a 
person won’t respect another person’s opinions on a piece, such as Star Wars, is something I’ll never understand.

 Again, I loved Star Wars: The Rise of Skywalker and will continue to do so. Personally, I believe all Star Wars is good Star Wars, but I will 
treat other opinions respectfully. As David Hayter, voice actor of Solid Snake from “Metal Gear”, posted to Twitter, “It doesn’t have to be flawless. It 
just has to feel like Star Wars.”

Opinion

Letters From The Wardrobe
By Letters From Romance

 Disclaimer: The following text is not intended to be viewed as a set of instructions, but rather as a set of tips on how to look better. If you 
disagree with any of the following, please remember that you do not have to follow any of these suggestions.

  “Clothes mean nothing, until someone lives in them,” - Marc Jacobs

 Whilst one makes best practice of his or her manners, it should be no strange thought for him to adopt a cordial set of garments to 
accompany his well-mannered sense. 

 To begin, one must understand that a gentleman always dresses within the manner appropriate for the societal and situational matter. A 
gentleman should not wear an office suit to a date, the same way a lady should not wear a ballgown to a funeral, the same way one should not wear 
a bathing suit to a dinner party.  

 The foundation of a gentleman’s garment is his signature - his style. And a gentleman must know and understand that whilst one’s signature 
is authentic to one’s self, any gentleman’s garment must bear one important quality - confidence. A gentleman’s cloth must endow its bearer with 
confidence. For such purpose a person who seeks to wear refined attire can take quite some time to dress themselves, until that person is proud of 
what he or she is wearing.

 A gentleman strives to be dandy. The gentleman’s garb should keep to a consistent flow, as a writer would keep a consistent tense within his 
stories; for an elegant style is like poetry - it does not necessarily have to rhyme, but it must be well-kept to its own theme and pace.

 A gentleman is always mindful of the state of his own clothes. A gentleman mustn’t wear garment that is too large or too small. Preferably, a 
gentleman should all his clothes tailored to fit him. That however, is not always possible. If that is the case, best fitting garb should be picked. 

 At last, a gentleman must always look after his own wardrobe. Keeping an eye on the whether or not his clothes are intact, he should not 
wear torn cloth, unless one is placed in the worst of cases.
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Star Wars, 2010-2019
By Derek Eppinger
 At the start of the 2010’s, the future of Star Wars seemed predictable. We would continue to watch the same six movies over and over again and would occasionally 
enjoy other projects such as the television series The Clone Wars, or games such as Star Wars 1313. However, on October 30th, 2012 Disney changed pop culture forever when 
they acquired Lucasfilm and announced that the next installment in the saga, Star Wars Episode VII, had entered pre production. Along with this every piece of Star Wars media 
aside from The Clone Wars and the six movies were labeled as legends, removed from the expanded universe and the Star Wars canon. It was also important to note that a year 
later after Disney announced that Electronic Arts, the video game publisher behind games such as Forza and Madden had been given the exclusivity rights to develop and 
release Star Wars titles for the coming years. 
 2015: Hope
 Disney opened this new generation of Star Wars with a renewed sense of promise. In my opinion, The Force Awakens while a bit shallow and with the re-watchability 
akin to a Marvel movie, was a cohesive fun film featuring a great cast of new characters with intriguing questions regarding Rey’s lineage, Kylo Ren’s master Snoke, and the 
whereabouts of characters such as Luke Skywalker. While similar to A New Hope, to say it’s a complete rip off simply because of obvious themes such as beginning on a desert 
planet, the death of a wise mentor character, and another Death Star plot, ignores how each scene is surrounded by a completely different set of circumstances and context. 
However, while JJ Abrams was their perfect choice for a safe director who could deliver a movie that could make all fans happy, especially after the Prequel trilogy, I think the 
lack of a larger narrative had them completely lost for the next installment. This year also saw the release of Star Wars Battlefront, a reboot of the Star Wars shooter series from 
the mid 2000’s featuring large scale battles reminiscent of those in the movies. While the game did a fantastic job capturing the magic found within the sounds and sights of the 
Star Wars universe, with only four planets and no single player campaign, it was completely bare bones in content.
 2016: Building Momentum
 Upon rewatching Rogue One: A Star Wars Story, I genuinely think it’s my favorite Star Wars movie that Disney has released so far. Although the first act is packed full of 
often confusing exposition, I loved how the film manages to create this fascinating story behind the inception of the Death Star and the politics surrounding the rebel alliance, 
two topics that are so essential to the Star Wars narrative but are both relatively unexplored. It’s easily the Star Wars movie in this new generation with the most beautiful 
cinematography, featuring a retro aesthetic that often blends the movie perfectly into A New Hope. And who could forget the awesome Darth Vader scenes with a menacing 
performance from James Earl Jones. With the help of an eclectic cast of characters Rogue One manages to make a story where the ending is already known one of the most 
suspenseful and engaging in all of Star Wars, and easily the best prequel movie Star Wars has ever seen. Star Wars Battlefront also received some much needed DLC content and 
hopeful excitement began to generate for its sequel next year.
 2017: Split
 There had already been some decisiveness brewing in the Star Wars audience regarding The Force Awakens, but that was inherently going to be a problem since the 
acquisition; Nothing could prepare the community for the storm that raged next. In December 2017, Star Wars: The Last Jedi released and was the complete opposite of its safe 
predecessor. It was bold; At every moment possible the film diverted expectations. For almost the exact same reasons, everyone either loves the choices made in this movie 
or hates them to the point that it falls under the quality of the prequels. Personally, I loved this movie. I found it fascinating how Luke was a shell of his former perfect hero 
self; He actually undergoes real character development in this movie and it’s one of the most complete arcs in the entire trilogy. I also was completely okay with Rey’s parents 
being nobody; it was a great source of tension internally with her self-identity and externally as she now has no ties to join anyone besides the one offering his hand, Kylo Ren. 
However, while killing Snoke was a shocking moment that set up a heart-pounding fight scene and added fuel to Kylo and Rei’s dynamic push and pull relationship, this move 
severely impacted the rest of the trilogy for reasons I’ll get into down below. My only true complaints regarding this individual movie are pointed at the side story: It feels like 
the trilogy is still unsure of what it wants to do with these characters. Poe’s only role in this movie was to be an idiot and eventually get knocked out by Princess Leia, and Finn 
and Rose led an unsatisfying adventure behind the rebels back just to have the executive star destroyer be destroyed by those same rebels. It’s here and Snoke’s death that the 
disjointed consequences of having each director take full reigns of the plot for each movie really begin to show themselves. Star Wars Battlefront II also released this year and in 
my opinion, it did an even better job than the first at immersing players in the Star Wars universe. In addition, the game was absolutely full of diverse locations and interesting 
game modes to play, a stark contrast in content compared to the first. However, the additional single player campaign was a bit too brief and narratively weak to please fans, and 
to curse this game from the beginning, EA filled the game with microtransactions that could be purchased to unlock unfair gameplay benefits. They removed them the night 
before the game launched, but unfortunately the damage had been done and bad press has swirled around the game ever since. Now, the state of the Star Wars community was 
completely split in both mediums and talking about it over the internet began to resemble arguments over politics.
 2018: Fatigue
 Around April 2018, only a few months after The Last Jedi and Battlefront II released, Solo: A Star Wars Story hit theatres and after my first viewing, I really couldn’t 
have cared less. Audiences seemed to agree as the movie only drew in about 400 million at the box office, a bleak fall in comparison to the 1.3 billion The Last Jedi raked in the 
year prior. Everyone just seemed to be tired of Star Wars. However, upon re-watching the movie I found there wasn’t really anything to dislike; It’s a fun action-adventure space 
western with a wonderful cast of characters. Dryden Voss is an interesting and menacing main villain, and I love that this movie finally explores the underground crime world 
of Star Wars. After this trilogy, it’s refreshing to watch a standalone Star Wars property be released with no strings attached, with no fear over how the narrative will be guided 
over the next movies between multiple directors and producers. While a sequel was teased, I think the property would function better as a show on Disney +, more appropriate 
for the lower stakes action the movie featured and more time to flesh out the characters.
 2019: Confusion (Spoilers below) 
 In my opinion, Star Wars: The Last Jedi is a fantastic Star Wars movie. 
Unfortunately, half of all Star Wars fans happen to disagree with that and as such, 
Lucasfilm wanted a final product that would wrap not just this already messy trilogy, 
but the entire now nine movie saga. They brought in JJ Abrams as director and in 
December 2019, Star Wars: Rise of Skywalker released and after seeing it twice, I’m 
still left with mixed feelings. The reprise and revival of Emperor Palpatine never 
felt comfortable and his presence in this movie is always confusing. He changes his 
motives towards Kylo and Rey dozens of his times and his ultimate plan is never really 
clear. The movie also moves wildly fast and some of the creative choices made feel 
so random, often making this movie feel like it was written by 50 different people. 
On the other hand, once the movie finally started to slow down, I really enjoyed the 
chemistry between Finn, Poe, and Rey, and thought their time together on screen was 
way overdue. All of the scenes featuring legacy characters were handled perfectly, just 
on screen long enough to deliver the right amount of emotional nostalgia, especially 
impressive after Carrie Fisher’s death prior to the filming of this movie. I also thought 
that the complex relationship between Kylo and Rey was one of the most interesting 
in all of Star Wars, and I’m relieved their arc stayed intact between the director 
switches. Overall, I enjoyed each movie individually, but it’s super frustrating that 
Disney lacked an overall roadmap towards the narrative and the arcs of individual 
characters throughout the trilogy. If JJ Abrams were simply given the entire trilogy 
from the beginning then maybe characters like Finn and Poe could’ve had meaningful 
screentime with genuine development and thorough arcs. This year also witnessed 
the rollout of The Mandalorian, Disney +’s first Star Wars television show. And while 
it had some weak spots throughout the middle, the way this show was able to explore 
different corners of the Star Wars universe after the fall of the Galactic Empire was 
extremely engaging, and the final two episodes are heart-pounding thrillers from 
start to end. The show is also gorgeously edited and features a great cast of actors and 
performances such as Pedro Pascal and Giancarlo Esposito formerly of Breaking Bad. 
So while the future of Star Wars is questionable in the movies, I believe Disney + 
certainly offers more opportunities to slow down and truly tell a more cohesive story 
while at the same time better developing the Star Wars universe. Ultimately, even if 
I’m not satisfied with the quality of one Star Wars product, Disney continues to reveal 
more releases right around the corner; I don’t have to wait through the 20 years it took 
Lucasfilm to release another installment. Disney will simply continue releasing Star 
Wars content until I die, and as long as they approach larger projects such as trilogies 
with more caution and planning than the sequel trilogy, I’ll continue to watch.
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Philosophy Phlashcards: 
Samuel Beckett
By Ethan Kovnat
Dmitri, sitting on a low mound, is trying to take off his boot. He pulls at it with both 
hands, panting. He gives up, exhausted, rests, tries again. Enter Vyacheslav.
Dmitri: (giving up again) Nothing to be done.
Vyacheslav: What do you mean by that?
Dmitri: What?
Vyacheslav: What do you mean when you say that there is nothing to be done?
Dmitri: Who says I mean anything?
Vyacheslav: Well, why would you say it if you don’t mean anything?
Dmitri: You tell me.
There is a pause.
Vyacheslav: Do you want a cucumber?
Dmitri: Is there anything else?
Vyacheslav: There’s a fast food place around the corner.
Dmitri: Give me the cucumber!
Vyacheslav rummages around in his pocket.
Vyacheslav: I can’t find it!
Dmitri: What?
Vyacheslav: I can’t find the cucumber!
Dmitri: Nothing to be done.
Vyacheslav: What do you mean by that?
Dmitri: What?
Vyacheslav: What do you mean when you say that there is nothing to be done?
Dmitri: Haven’t we had this conversation before?
Vyacheslav: Oh, no. You are mistaken.
Dmitri: We’ve had this conversation before!
Vyacheslav: If we’ve had this conversation before, then what did you say you meant by 
“Nothing to be done?”
Dmitri: I don’t remember.
Vyacheslav: Huh.
Vyacheslav: Do you want a cucumber?
Enter Bozzo and Felicitus. Bozzo drives Felicitus by means of a rope passed round his 
neck, so that Felicitus is the first to enter, followed by the rope which is long enough to let 
him reach the middle of the stage before Bozzo appears. Felicitus carries a heavy bag, a 
folding stool, a picnic basket and a greatcoat, Bozzo a whip.
Bozzo: Good evening, gentlemen!
Vyacheslav: Good evening!
Dmitri: Why is he on a leash?
Bozzo: It’s an allegory.
Dmitri: An allegory for what?
Bozzo: Unclear!
Suddenly, Felicitus lunges at Dmitri and tries to scratch his eyes out. Dmitri falls 
backwards.
Dmitri: Oh heavens!
Bozzo: Back, pigdog!
Bozzo pulls on Felicitus’s leash.
Bozzo: Gentlemen, I do apologize! Come, swinewoof!
Bozzo runs off, dragging Felicitus with him.
Dmitri: What do you suppose that was all about?
Vyacheslav: A metaphor for power, perhaps?
Dmitri: That seems heavy-handed.
Vyacheslav: I suppose.
Vyacheslav: When do you think he is going to get here?
Dmitri: Who?
Vyacheslav: Mr. Deus.
Dmitri: Who’s that?
Vyacheslav: Who’s that? Why, he is the man we are waiting for!
Dmitri: Waiting? Is that what we are doing?
Vyacheslav: What did you think we were doing?
Dmitri: So, who is this Mr. Deus fellow?
Vyacheslav: Why, surely he is an on-the-nose metaphor for God!
Dmitri: Are you sure? If Mr. Deus were truly a metaphor for God, wouldn’t he just be 
called God?
Vyacheslav: He is called God. Sort of.
Dmitri: Perhaps, but wouldn’t the metaphor be much more compelling if it were more 
universal?
Vyacheslav: What do you mean?
Dmitri: I mean, like a metaphor for expectations, or something.
Vyacheslav: Is that really much more compelling?
Dmitri: Maybe not, but at least it is less on-the-nose.
Vyacheslav: Maybe. Would you like a cucumber?
A boy enters.
Vyacheslav: Did Mr. Deus send you?
Boy: Yes, sir.
Vyacheslav: He sent you with a message?
Boy: Yes, sir.
Vyacheslav: What is it?
Boy: He said to tell you that he will not be coming today, but surely tomorrow.
Vyacheslav: Is that a metaphor for the messiah?
Dmitri: Or for spiritual fulfillment?
Boy: I don’t know, sir.
The boy exits.
Vyacheslav: What do you suppose all that meant?
Dmitri: I have no idea.  
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Rules Change
A Poem by Francesca Bria

You left the wooden door open, hanging by the latches

Wind blew at my hair; the sun brighter

Concrete covered in withered leaves

Alone……

Months passed; door frames frozen by time

Fragile fingertips crease broken photos

Crumbs embedded to the rug

Old recording glisten TV sets

Sitting on the same couch you previously hugged me on

Years ascend as the staircase creaks

Mounted by new carpet; candlelight reflecting the door

A drawer surrounded by cob webs; locked away; a tomb

Polished fingers graze a picture frame

New prescription glances into the calendar

Books clutter a mountain of newspapers on the counter

Days later a metal truck arrives

Boxes hug the carpet floors

Paint buckets rattle on top of ladders

A wooden door open by the wind; sunlight shining down

Wind strokes a face

Another body locks confident fingertips together

Nothing but a door knob fills the silence

Alone…...Together
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The Man in the High Castle: A Review
By Jacob Place

It all began after looking into new shows to watch some time back after swallowing down the last episode of Breaking Bad. I had finished 
watching that show and yearned for a new show to keep myself busy during the long, and sometimes uneventful, days of summer. I remember it was 
the day after I had finished Breaking Bad on a cool summer night when I stumbled across an article on my computer that talked about great shows to 
watch. I began to scroll down on my mouse uninterested until my hand stopped moving and my stomach sank. It seemed to be an innocent photo of 
a city with the label, The Man in the High Castle. That was until I noticed a red flag with what I presumed to be a swastika on it. I was baffled by it, and 
assumed my eyes were playing tricks on me at the late hour it was. Although they weren’t; it was a show about Nazis.

The Man in the High Castle takes place in the 1960’s, but not in this world. It is instead a world where the allies lose World War II after Nazi 
Germany wins the race to attain the atomic bomb. The allies surrender, and the world is seized by the winners of the war: Nazi Germany and the 
Japanese Empire. They both carve out the world so each Super Power controls its respective hemisphere of the new world. Nazi Germany acquires all 
of Europe, Africa, and the east coasts of North and South America. The Japanese Empire then gets the west coasts of North and South America, and 
Asia. The show primarily takes place within what had been the United States of America, which is now split between Nazi Germany and Japan. 

After reading this vague information online, I woke up the next morning early, from my hunger to watch the show. My first impression was 
that there were swastikas everywhere. The show was very realistic with regards to fashion, technology, and culture. Almost more than I could have 
ever imagined. My jaw was dropped for the entire 60-minute run time. The writers did a fantastic job with the set design; everything appeared almost 
too real. People casually walked on the street with a swastika armband, something that I found unsettling. Although one thing was for certain, I was 
hooked right from the start.

The show wastes little time showing the alternate universe until the audience is thrown straight into the action meeting Joe Blake inside New 
York City inside the Nazi Germany zone called The Greater Nazi Reich. He has volunteered to join what is known as the Resistance, a force that’s main 
goal is to overthrow the government. His first task is driving a truck into what is known as “The Neutral Zone”. It is unoccupied land between The 
Reich and Japan’s Pacific States, and sustains itself without intervention from either power.
  The show introduces its other main characters, Juliana Crain and Frank Frink. They are a couple living inside San Francisco which is ruled 
by The Japanese Empire, and is formally known as The Pacific States. Juliana receives a package from her sister Trudy which contains a film with 
impossible footage of Allies winning the war. Trudy, unbeknownst to Juliana, is part of the resistance and acquired the film from them. She tells 
Juliana how important it is the film gets to the Neutral Zone. Against Frank’s urge, who wants Juliana to turn the film into the government, she runs 
to the Neutral Zone after Trudy is killed by the Japanese government. They knew Trudy had the film, and so she gave her life away to give Juliana the 
opportunity to get the mysterious film towards the Neutral Zone. Both protagonists then meet inside the Neutral Zone unknown to each other and 
each on his/her own missions from the resistance. Eventually, they hit it off with each other, and soon become friends in their new environment. The 
episode ends with a surprise twist however: Joe Blake is working as a Nazi Spy.

This alone is not the entire episode as other key characters are introduced as well including The Japanese Trade Minister Nobusuke Tagomi, 
and SS Obergruppenführer John Smith. The next thing I knew, I had already begun watching the second episode, and continued after that. This led 
me all the way until the end of Season 3 where I was caught up to date with the show within a few weeks. The fourth and final season of the show was 
released last November, and I eagerly watched that leaving me on the edge of my sofa for hours.
With some time to now reflect on the show’s four seasons, this show has grown on me tremendously. It is a well-executed show that had arguably its 
best season in its last season. The beginning, and the end seasons of the show remained as giving me the largest joy as they both felt well written. The 
middle two seasons felt weaker as they felt lacking in well done content, but while also holding their own as well. 

The best part of the show that I feel was well done throughout was the balance between characters. There are a handful of characters I would 
consider the main cast, but are primarily split up throughout the entirety of the show. Some are left inside The Reich while others are in The Pacific 
States. The show does a nice job balancing itself out with all of these characters. As previously said before, I also grew to really appreciate how well-
crafted their sets were on the show. They were all very authentic, and I felt there was a lot of attention given to making sure the show felt a realistic as 
possible to the time period.

With that said, I look at the middle two seasons for where most of my dismay lies. The first season was off to a roaring start, and was explosive. 
Although as I watched the second and third seasons, the hype of the show bogged down for me. Primarily the third season is where a lot of my 
frustration lies. It felt very wasted. The story lines that followed characters became less creative, and I found to be not as enjoyable. 
 Although my biggest critique to the show is how little the series diverts its attention outside of America. I would have liked to have seen more 
of what the rest of the world was operating like, and more of their logistics. One example of this is seen by the “oh-by-the-way” mentioning that Nazi 
Germany changed Africa into an entire continent full of slavery. This is never seen in the show, however. The show left me at times frustrated as they 
continued to build upon old ideas inside the show, and did not leave outside its comfort zone to explore new areas of this apocalyptic world. It makes 
me disappointed with the show finished, and how much of the world is still unknown to the audience.

As for the ending itself, I enjoyed the writer’s attempt to tie up loose ends of the story, and the story is left open to the audience’s imagination 
to decide how they want to interpret its ending, which I enjoy. I was simply more upset by the show’s potential for even more after it was over. The 
show got its season 1 stride back with innovative, and unique stories that I longed for during seasons 2 and 3.

My final verdict of the show is that I, in the end, thoroughly enjoyed the series as a whole, and it paints a well-done picture. I would strongly 
recommend this show to anybody who enjoys thinking about this horrifying world that could have been a reality to us all with history falling into 
place a bit differently.

Top 10 Films of the 2010’s
By Alex Kubel 

1. The Master (2012)
2. Tree of Life (2011)
3. Ex Machina (2014)
4. Hell or Highwater (2016)
5. Joker (2019)
6. The Lighthouse (2019)
7. Lincoln (2012)
8. Once Upon a Time in Hollywood (2019)
9. Inside Llewyn Davis (2013)
10. The Witch (2015)
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Sports

Delco’s Disgrace
By Jake Place

 Tim Donaghy was born and raised in Delaware County, Pennsylvania. He 
attended Cardinal O’Hara High School, which coincidentally produces more NBA 
referees per capita than any other high school in the nation. Donaghy worked his 
way up the ladder as a referee, originally as an official for Pennsylvania high school 
basketball as well as for the Continental Basketball Association (CBA). In 1994, he 
was hired by the NBA and quickly became one of the league’s most highly regarded 
referees. For example, Donaghy’s handling of the Malice in the Palace situation was 
widely praised for being able to get the Indiana Pacers out of the arena safely. At 
the beginning of 2007, he had worked with the league for over a decade and was 
considered to be one of the most competent officials in the game. By July of 2008, 
however, he was sitting in a cell in a Pensacola, Florida prison. 
 Donaghy’s downfall began when two of his former high school classmates 
approached him, claiming that they could give him some much-needed cash. His 
classmates were low-level mafia members who knew that Donaghy struggled with a 
gambling addiction and could not refuse the opportunity for such a large score. While 
originally Donaghy merely passed on information to his associates, he soon began to 
gamble tens of thousands of dollars of his own money on these games. Meanwhile, 
the FBI was running an investigation into Philadelphia’s organized crime. Noticing a 
large amount of the mafia’s money was coming from gambling, they began to search 
for the source. In July of 2007, the FBI published the results of their investigation into 
Philadelphia’s organized crime and Tim Donaghy was specifically named as the mafia’s 
NBA fixer. A month later he appeared in court to plead guilty to charges of wire fraud 
and transmitting wagering information through interstate commerce. 

Soon after, his wife of twelve years, Kimberly, filed for divorce, causing 
Donaghy to lose the only thing he had remaining- his family. Tim Donaghy sacrificed 
everything that he had built up throughout his entire life to satisfy his gambling 
addiction. He gambled away his career, his marriage, his children, and his freedom 
all in the pursuit of his next big payout. In the process, he brought some of the worst 
stereotypes about Delaware County back into the public consciousness and dragged 
down not only himself and his family, but also his entire community. 

Top 5 Grittiest Moments
By: Meghan Strange

Gritty, the beloved Flyers mascot, had quite an 
eventful decade.  From tormenting rival fans to 
being honored by the Philadelphia City Council, 
Gritty never seems to disappoint.  He’s been 
on the cover of magazines, won awards, and 
of course, celebrates all things Flyers.  Now, as 
the decade ends, let’s recap Gritty’s Top 5 best 
adventures:

5. Gritty’s Christmas Celebration

Merry Gritmas! Gritty celebrated Christmas in 
his own special way over this past decade.  He 
dressed as Santa and, of course, gave gifts to 
his best friends, the Philadelphia Flyers hockey 
team.  He performed a holiday dance number in 
the middle of a game and read ‘Twas the Night Before “Gritmas.” How festive!

4. Happy Birthday Gritty! 

Gritty turned one in September and we can not believe how fast time flies.  The 
birthday boy threw himself a surprise party and celebrated all over Philadelphia, from 
the Art Museum to City Hall.  We can hardly wait for his second birthday in 2020.

3. Gritty: the Television Star

Soon after Gritty’s birth, he was featured on various television programs.  He was 
featured on The Late Show with Stephen Colbert, The Tonight Show starring Jimmy 
Fallon, and the eyewitness news, not to mention he’s on tv every Flyers home game.  
Let’s not forget how him and the Phillie Phanatic were united and took over the 
Phillies game.  Being featured on these shows grew Gritty’s popularity and helped to 
become even more well-known than he was.

2. It Me.

Gritty is born! On September 24th, 2018, the world was blessed with the orange 
fuzz-ball we call Gritty.  He broke the internet with his Twitter and Instagram posts, 
reading, “It me,” introducing him to the world.  People hated him.  People loved him. 
Others were just confused what Gritty was, but now everyone knows this fuzzy Flyers 
mascot and see the true grit in his personality.

1. Stadium Series Takeover

The Stadium Series Hockey game was memorable for many reasons: the weather, 
Giroux’s overtime stunner, and everyone’s favorite, Gritty.  He started off the game 
with a bang as he ziplined from the top of the stadium.  Later throughout the game, 
Gritty entertained fans by streaking and showing off his color-changing belly button. 
Gritty dumped nacho cheese on a Pittsburgh fan and hung out with his mascot 
friends, Swoop and Phang.  Yes, fans went to watch some hockey, but the real star of 
the game was none other than Gritty.  

Sixers Update
By Jack Raisch

With the All-Star break coming up in a month, many Sixers playing have 
been pushing for a spot in the NBA All-Star Game in February. Former All-Stars Joel 
Embiid and Ben Simmons are towards the top of the Eastern Conference fan vote in 
the first returns. This relatively new Sixers team has one of the best starting lineups 
in the league with players like Embiid and Simmons, but the team as a whole is not 
performing as well as many fans hoped. 

Recently, the team lost 4 games in a row to teams near the bottom of the 
standings. Many players, including Josh Richardson and Joel Embiid, have talked 
to the press on the topic, saying such things like “the chemistry needs to grow” and 
“locker room behavior needs to be improved.” The Sixers need to become closer and 
improve their team chemistry in order to earn a higher playoff-seed in the competitive 
Eastern Conference. The chemistry should come over time, as the team will get the 
opportunity to hold more practices as the season goes on. 

The Eagles Season Ends
By Jared Bowes

This season has been, in every sense of the word, a rollercoaster. We beat the Packers, one of the strongest teams in the NFL, but struggled against the Falcons, Lions 
and Dolphins, who are some of the worst teams in the league. Last offseason, the Eagles brought DeSean Jackson back to Philadelphia after he spent five years in Washington 
and Tampa Bay, and it seemed he was the answer after week one. Then, in true Eagles fashion, he proceeded to get injured and miss the rest of the season. Even worse, the 
team lost offensive weapons Alshon Jeffery and Nelson Agholor for extended periods of time, while key cogs Lane Johnson and Zach Ertz missed a few games at the end of the 
season. These injuries remind me of the most important season in Eagles history: the 2017 season in which we won it all.

Going into the playoffs against a very menacing Seattle team was nerve-racking, as the firsttime the Eagles faced off against the Seahawks, the Birds lost 17-9. (Spoiler: 
they lost 17-9 again). In the last four weeks of the regular season, our defense rallied and Carson Wentz stepped up, but that was not enough to make up for the astounding 9 
starters that were injured heading into the playoffs. 

Of course, once Carson Wentz went down with a concussion in the first quarter, things looked grim. Josh McCown did the best that he could but couldn’t get the 
Eagles to score touchdowns. The bottom line is that, even though the Eagles lost, they had a respectable year considering all of their injuries. 

Joe Burrow: Superstar
By Spencer Armon

In the Peach Bowl on December 28th, Joe Burrow, the senior standout 
from Louisiana State University, accounted for 8 touchdowns in a 63-28 blowout win 
against the fourth-ranked Oklahoma Sooners. With the win, Burrow and the LSU 
Tigers will play the Clemson Tigers on January 13th in the College Football Playoff 
Championship game in what will be the quarterback’s biggest game of his career. 
Burrow, who won the Heisman Trophy this season, figures to be in the conversation 
for the first overall pick in the upcoming NFL draft.
 In 2015, Burrow was considered to be the 8th best quarterback in his high 
school class, which landed him an offer from his hometown Ohio State Buckeyes. In 
his first year, he decided to redshirt the year (he didn’t play at all in order to receive an 
extra year of NCAA eligibility). The next two years, he played on and off as a backup 
to J.T. Barrett. After Barrett graduated, Burrow hoped to become the starter for Ohio 
State, but he ultimately lost the job to now Redskins’ quarterback Dwayne Haskins. 
Burrow then decided it was in his best interest to transfer to LSU, where he would 
actually be given a chance to play. He played well in his first season at LSU leading the 
team to the sixth spot on the AP poll and accounting for 23 total touchdowns. But no 
one expected Burrow to have the season he’s had this year.
 The Peach Bowl marked just one of many outstanding performances Joe 
Burrow has had this year. He has a total of 8 four-touchdown games and is 6-0 against 
teams ranked in the top ten of the AP poll. Burrow received the prestigious Heisman 
Trophy, along with numerous other accolades. If LSU beats Clemson on the 13th, he 
will become the first quarterback in five years to win the Heisman and the National 
Championship. His season is one of the best seasons for a quarterback in NCAA 
history.
 Burrow’s accomplishments have put him into the conversation for first pick 
in the NFL draft in April, which the Cincinnati Bengals earned after stumbling to a 
2-14 record. They will likely only consider Burrow and Chase Young, the star edge 
rusher from Ohio State. As dominant as Burrow has been on offense, Young has been 
on defense. However, when it comes to running an NFL franchise, the quarterback is 
the most important player on the team, which is why barring an injury, the Bengals 
will likely select Joe Burrow with the first overall pick in the 2020 NFL Draft.


