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 Black and Blue: An Opinion
By Lauryn Jones

I write this piece as a response to controversial comments made at the most recent Abington School District Board of School Directors meeting. It is not my intention 
to assign blame to any one person or entity, but rather to provide my views on the issue discussed from the unique position of an African American, Abington 
student, and resident of Abington Township. 

 Th e wounds of the Abington School Board’s recent January 21 meeting remain fresh.  During this meeting, newly-elected school board member Dr. 
Tamar Klaiman vehemently expressed her concern regarding the presence of armed police offi  cers in schools and the potential detriment to black and brown 
kids as a result.  
 Upon listening to these comments, two major issues immediately stood out to me, the fi rst 
being the accusatory characterization of police offi  cers.  Statements such as, “We know that black and 
brown students are much more likely to be shot by police offi  cers, especially school resource offi  cers, 
than other students,” suggest that placing armed offi  cers within Abington schools creates a biased and 
hazardous environment, not only painting offi  cers in a threatening light, but also pitting groups within 
Abington schools against one another.  As the cousin of a former Montgomery County Chief Detective 
and the daughter of a former Abington Commissioner, I spent a great deal of my youth interacting with 
police offi  cers in the area.  I am grateful for these experiences as they have provided me a sense of safety 
and understanding when around or in the company of police.  
 At the same time, however, I vividly recall the faces of people such as Tamir Rice, Freddie Gray, 
Michael Brown, Eric Garner, and countless other African-American children, women, and men who 
tragically fell at the hands of police brutality.  Both historically and presently, relations between police 
forces and communities of color have been strained due to a host of factors, predominantly a gap in 
cultural perceptions as well as a lack of honest and level conversation.  So if there is any true distress 
surrounding this complication within Abington schools, shouldn’t the main priority be fostering communication and bridging cultural gaps among all parties, 
student, teacher, parent, police, or otherwise?  
 Th is brings me to my second and most personal issue with Dr. Klaiman’s words.  She raised the issue of racial prejudice within police shootings, 
asserting that, “Th ere’s a lot of evidence that anybody carrying a fi rearm in a district building puts kids at risk, particularly students of color… I have serious 
concerns about anyone in the buildings having fi rearms, regardless of whether or not they’re police.”  It appears that the issue of fi rearms in schools lies at the 
heart of Dr. Klaiman’s concerns instead of the welfare of Abington’s black and brown students.  In my opinion, this is yet another instance of someone using 
people of color, specifi cally African Americans, as pawns to advance an agenda.  For 401 years now, on record that is, African Americans have been exploited for 
political purposes and economic gains in America’s never-ending chess match of ideologies culminating with the consolidation of power.  
 So as Dr. Klaiman also remarked in her impassioned harangue that “Th is may not be the appropriate time or venue to talk about this,” indeed, it is not.  
Th ese sensitive, yet crucial, conversations have no place in agendas or partisan arguments.  If we as a community are to move forward, we must do it with one 
foot in front of the other at an energetic, synchronized pace.  Th is is not a race between Democrats and Republicans, blacks and whites, police and civilians.  
Th is journey in which all of us are called upon and should be compelled to take part in.  Th is is Abington. 

 Black History Month: Interview With Mr. MacNair
By Spencer Armon

In honor of African-American History Month, I interviewed Mr. MacNair, the African-American 
History teacher here at Abington.

Spencer: Why is it important for students to learn about African-American History?
Mr. MacNair: American History can’t be taught without African-American History. It is an 
integral part of our story as a nation that aids in explaining domestic and international events and 
policies. If students aren’t learning it, they are missing an important part of the puzzle and various 
parts of our story will seem as if they happened at random and the current state of various 
populations will seem mysterious as well. When things seem to happen this way, people have a 
tendency to simplify and scapegoat, which is problematic.
Spencer: What is, in your opinion, the most signifi cant event in the history of African-American 
advancement?
Mr. MacNair: It is diffi  cult to point to a single event as being the most signifi cant. It is hard, however, to deny the impact of the Civil Rights Movement in 
general. Th e sheer numbers of people who stood up and risked their lives for their human rights is inspiring and created strong legal changes. Th ough we 
haven’t realized the full goals of the movement, it provides us with a lasting aspirational image of how our country should function.
Spencer: What do you enjoy most about teaching African-American History?
Mr. MacNair: I really enjoy being able to take deep dives into events and people that don’t get as much time in a typical American History survey course. Th e 
opportunity to have students read primary sources from people like Stokely Carmichael, Olaudah Equiano, Phillis Wheatley, and W.E.B. DuBois is an amazing 
chance for students to immerse themselves into the thought processes and experiences of the people who lived through these situations and times, many of 
whom have a direct impact on current thinking and events.
Spencer: Who is your favorite African-American historical fi gure to teach about?
Mr. MacNair: My favorite to teach about is Jack Johnson. He was the fi rst African-American Heavyweight Boxing Champion. He really exemplifi ed the idea of 
wanting to be perceived as a whole person, faults and all. Th e time period in which he lived wasn’t ready for an African-American man who ignored the “rules” 
of Jim Crow and refused to be treated any diff erently than other boxers due to his race. White boxers lived risqué lives without being condemned and he felt as 
if he shouldn’t be held to an alternative standard. He didn’t want to have to sanitize his life just to satisfy white people’s ideal of how an African American man 
should act.
Spencer: What is one important fact about African-American History that you think everyone should know?
Mr. MacNair: I don’t think you can narrow it down to one fact. I think everyone should constantly be searching for new information to enhance their 
comprehension of the world. We are living in a time where information is so easily accessible, yet people seem to have less understanding of others than ever. 
Ignorance breeds intolerance, so fi nd time to learn about the history of all people. Do this not just during the one month that we use to celebrate their history, 
but all year long.
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News
Australian Wildfires
By Alyssa Hurly

 Since September 2019, Australia has been experiencing frequent 
forest fires. However, starting this January they have been increasing 
in number and intensity. So far, the fires have killed at least 26 people 
and over 2,000 homes have been destroyed. The fires have done the 
most damage in New South Wales. Wildfires in Australia are not a new 
occurrence, but with climate change and a three-year drought, they 
have considerably worsened. 
 After a long silence, Australian Prime Minister Scott Morrison 
said that the government would spend about $1.3 billion in an effort 
to relieve the damage of the fires. This is in addition to the money that 
many celebrities and fundraising campaigns have raised for the cause. 
Perhaps one of the most heartbreaking consequences of these fires is the 
wildlife that are dying because of them. Images of Australian wildlife, 
notably baby koalas, are seen being rescued by firefighters across 
Australia. Many species, like the velvet worm or trapdoor spider may go 
extinct as a result of these fires. Because the fires have destroyed 40,000 
square miles of land, various species’ chances of survival are threatened. 
 It is unclear how much longer the fires will continue, as they 
have already surpassed the length of a normal wildfire season in 
Australia. Hopefully the combined effort of the Australian government 
and various fundraisers will help to control the damage.

Coronavirus Outbreak
By Sabrina Trakhtorchuk

 The 2019 Novel Coronavirus is a new strain of coronavirus 
that has only recently appeared in humans. The virus’s discovery has 
caused widespread panic as it has already infected over 14,300 people 
and killed at least 305. The coronavirus is typically spread from animals 
such as cats, camels, and bats, however the source of this strain is not 
yet known. The outbreak began in China but has spread to 23 other 
countries. U.S officials have declared a health emergency, raising a 
temporary ban on entry to the U.S for foreign nationals who have 
traveled to China in recent weeks and are not permanent U.S residents.  
 Officials have also called for a quarantine on any American 
president that has visited China’s Hubei province in the past two weeks. 
The speed with which the virus is spreading and the limited information 
we have on it’s source and treatment has led many concerned parties 
to fear that the virus will soon become a pandemic. The 2019 Novel 
Coronavirus may manifest itself in the following symptoms: cough, 
shortness of breath, fever, and in severe cases, pneumonia. At present, 
doctors recommend an increase in personal hygiene, such as more 
thorough and frequent handwashing.

Kobe Bryant Killed in Helicopter Crash
By: Rachel Oh 
 On January 26th, a helicopter crashed into a hillside of Southern California, killing basketball superstar Kobe Bryant, his 13-year-old 
daughter Gianna, and seven other passengers. At 41 years old, Bryant won five NBA championships playing with the Los Angeles Lakers and 

frequently coached Gianna’s basketball team, who was seen out of his 
four daughters to continue their father’s legacy as a basketball legend. 
Their sudden death shocked fans worldwide, and investigators continue 
to search for the cause of this tragic accident. 
   Investigators took note that the helicopter flew into a thick layer 
of clouds, despite departing in clear skies in Orange County. The clouds 
were so opaque that the Los Angeles Police landed their helicopters. 
The helicopter also traveled 152 miles per hour prior to crashing, which 
exceeds the typical speed for landing. The aircraft may have missed the 
clearing on top of the hill by 20 to 30 feet. 
  In addition to the problematic weather, the helicopter lacked 
the necessary equipment needed to ensure safety for everyone on board. 
These expensive features are strongly recommended, but not required. 
Unlike many up-to-date helicopters, this one did not have a terrain 
awareness and warning system, helping prevent crashes. The helicopter 
also did not have a cockpit voice recorder, but instead had an iPad and a 
cellphone. 

 The company who manufactured this helicopter, Island Express Helicopters, owned a Federal Aviation Administration operating 
certification that permitted its pilots to navigate the aircrafts under visual flight rules or V.F.R.. Due to these rules, the pilot was not permitted 
by the company to fly under such poor conditions, violating the agreements. Despite the company’s policies barring him from flying under 
unfavorable conditions, pilot Ara Zobayan had no accidents or enforcement actions, and had high-profile clients, notably Kylie Jenner and Los 
Angeles Clippers player Kawhi Leonard. 
 Despite all of these factors, investigators have yet to make a final consensus concerning the cause of the crash, and they may take months 
until they provide a definite answer. 

Iran Confrontation
By Spencer Armon
 World War Three is coming. Just kidding… hopefully. On January 3rd, President Trump ordered an air-strike in Iraq targeted at Qassem 
Soleimani, a prominent military figure in Iran, which succeeded. Former U.S. general David Petraeus once referred to Soleimani as “our most 
significant and evil adversary in the greater Middle East.” Soleimani was responsible for the death of multiple Americans, prompting President 
Trump to call for his assassination. Many Iranians were both devastated and infuriated by Soleimani’s death. In response, Iran decided to renege 
the 2015 nuclear deal. This deal included Iran’s reduction in uranium and halting in nuclear research. The end of this deal likely indicates that Iran 
will attempt to create a stockpile of nuclear weapons. 
 Iran also vowed retaliation in response to the attack. Trump threatened retaliation to Iran’s retaliation, which could escalate to a full-out 
war. Iraq also announced that they would expel 5,000 U.S. troops in the country. However, President Trump originally declared that he would not 
remove troops unless they were financially compensated for maintaining peace in the country. Nevertheless, he eventually submitted and agreed 
to withdraw the American military presence in Iraq. Many political analysts have argued as to whether the airstrike was a good idea due to the 
possibility of an upcoming war, but only time will tell whether President Trump made the correct decision.
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Editorials
Bernie Slandered
By Massin Larbi

As the Democratic primaries approach,  I am noticing an unsettling 
trend in anti-Bernie sentiments in the Democratic party. I fear that there 
will be a replay of what happened in the last election, where the Democratic 
National Committee worked very hard to prevent Sanders from having a 
fair shot at the Democratic nomination. In 2016, it wasn’t too hard to see the 
evident pro-Clinton bias the DNC had (Clinton helped the DNC get out of 
its debt, therefore the party was almost entirely dependent on her monetary 
support). It is evident, now more than ever, that the establishment hates social 
democrats like Bernie Sanders.

 If you turned on the TV and went 
to any major news source (CNN, Fox, 
MSNBC), chances are they are painting 
Sanders in a bad light (calling him a cranky 
old man or a radical socialist, which isn’t 
even true in the slightest bit). Now you 
may be asking yourself: why would left-
wing media attack a left-wing candidate? 
To answer that, it’s important to note that 
CNN is a company, and their main goal is 
to make money. Sanders is a threat to them, 
because he wants to increase taxes on corporations and the rich. Furthermore, 
the people that fund CNN and buy ads on their network will also be targeted 
by Sanders’ progressive tax plan. So, in essence, a coalition of the rich and 
powerful are vehemently fighting against Sanders and are trying to downplay 
his campaign, despite the fact that he leads in many polls.

 Recently Elizabeth Warren has accused Sanders of saying “A woman 
could not win the presidency.” Quite frankly, this accusation makes absolutely 
no sense. Out of all the candidates on the debate stage, Sanders has proven 
himself to be the most consistent in his beliefs. He has been preaching his 
feminist ideas since the beginning of his political career. On the other hand, 
Elizabeth Warren used to be a Republican for many years, the same party that 
wants to ban abortion and overturn Roe v. Wade. It’s not hard to see who is the 
flip-flopper and who stays true to their morals.

 Moreover, it was recently announced that a pro-Israel Democratic 
Super PAC would be airing attack ads in Iowa against Sanders. Once more, this 
just goes to show the heavy anti-Sanders sentiment present in the Democratic 
Party. While candidates such as Biden get praised, despite being responsible 
for war crimes (invasion of Iraq), Sanders gets slandered left and right for 
simply wanting to give working-class people a chance in society. Sanders gets 
unnecessary hate for wanting to give the poor a fighting chance. The DNC has 
aligned itself with corporations and special interests: they are not the friend of 
the people. They are simply not the saviors of the disenfranchised.

Bernie: The Wrong Choice
By Ross Armon
 
 Bernie Sanders has run a campaign that supposedly brings the 
disenfranchised to the forefront. Yet Bernie has proven time and time again 
that he is not the candidate to lift people up.
 Sanders has been a vocal supporter  of “Medicare-for-All.” And while 
healthcare should be a human right, especially in a period of rising drug prices 
and expensive hospital bills, a government mandated healthcare company 
would do more harm than good. There are thousands of healthcare companies 
currently operating in the United States, employing thousands of middle 
class employees. If Sanders were to somehow pass a government mandated 
healthcare system, the thousands of middle class families and employees 
would be out of a job, with no options. Not to mention that Sanders proposes 
to pay for his healthcare plan through an increased tax on middle class 
families. Countries like Canada, that only have a government run healthcare 
system, have failed to create real change for the people. According to a Fraser 
Institute survey, the median time between being referred to a specialist by a 
general practitioner or pediatrician and actually seeing the specialist was 21.2 
weeks in Canada. The government is too big of a bureaucracy to ensure that 
the people get the medical treatment they need. While government health care 
should be an option, it cannot be the only option.
 And while many of his supporters have lauded the fact that they 
believe Sanders has stayed true to his beliefs throughout his entire career, 
this moral hierarchy that Sanders proclaims to have is the crux of the issue. 
Socialism doesn’t work. Even the Nordic countries such as Denmark, Sweden, 
and Norway that Sanders and his supporters point to as examples of working 
socialism, are not true socialist countries. While these countries have high 
taxes and government health care, they have not socialized their markets 
through the subsidization of industry. They are not the socialist havens that 
many portray them to be. 
 And while his ideology has largely remained the same, words 
mean nothing without action. Sanders has sponsored or cosponsored seven 
(SEVEN!) bills that were passed in his career in congress which spans the 
previous 30 years. For the math students in the room, that’s less than one 
every four years. Talk about a productive Senator! Sanders has been unwilling 
to compromise, even for modest steps, preferring to only take the big drastic 
steps. Sanders has passed up opportunity after opportunity to make a real 
difference in the lives of Americans, instead choosing to remain an outsider 
and complain against a system that he refuses to participate in. As President, 
it is likely that he will be forced to operate with a split Congress, something 
nearly every President has had to deal with, including Obama, Trump, 
Clinton, and both Bushes. In these situations, it is necessary for a President 
to negotiate to accomplish their goals. However, Sanders has eschewed all 
notions of bipartisanship, threatening to use a wide view of Presidential 
power to use executive orders. It is worth noting that this is the same 
view that President Trump has used countless times in office to escape the 
Constitutional law making process. With a President Sanders in the White 
House, the presidency would once again be filled with a dividing force.

The Meaning of Black History 
By Ananda Sidney-Keith

 Black history month has become a trivialized, nonsensical time where 
white guilt is forgotten and the African Americans of the past are brought 
forth. A time where your teacher will point at Martin Luther King Jr., Rosa 
Parks, or Harriet Tubman on a powerpoint, and you will sit in class, dead eyed 
and uninterested as you wonder “What’s the point of this?” Or, if you’re an 
attentive student, you’ll clap and applaud and say “That’s right! Slavery is bad! 
These people are heroes, and we support their cause.” 
 When this happens, ask yourself, “What is black history to me?”
 As an African American student, black history is what matters most. 
It’s the unwanted second cousin banned from family functions, the dirty secret 
America refuses to fully acknowledge.
 It’s the breath of my ancestors swelling my lungs and reminding me 
how lucky I am to be alive, how privileged I am to have an education. It’s the 
legacy I must create to become an inspiration to the future black youth.
 It’s knowing I am nothing without acknowledging those who suffered 
before me. I’ll go nowhere without taking advantage of the opportunities their 
misfortune gave me. 
 Black history is the realization that, no matter what advances have 
been made, I will still hear non-black kids say the “n word” in the hallways and 
perhaps watch my superiors do nothing to stop it. The realization that I am in 
some ways merely another statistic to the school board, not an individual with 
talents separate from my blackness. 
 As February approaches, keep in mind that the black kids sitting in 
your class suffer more than you do. While you may be bored relearning the 
most shallow information on the most popular African American figures, they 
will be sitting through another month of faux care and recognition, only to be 
ignored for the rest of the year. 

Black History Month
By Anonymous

In honor of black history month, it’s time for a quiz!
Question 1: Are you white?
Question 2: Do you only discuss important black historical figures during the 
month of February?
Question 3: Do you tell people of color that they are wrong about the existence 
and extent of racism?
Question 4: Do you talk negatively about the kids in your class who ‘will never 
shut up’ about racism?
If you answered yes to all of these questions, you are an ignorant white person. 
Even if you didn’t answer yes to Question 1, but answered yes to any or all of 
the remaining three questions, you are an ignorant individual.
Reasons you are an ignorant individual:
You ignore the fact that black history is American history and should be 
discussed just as often as white history is discussed in school.
You ignore the fact that the United States was built on racism. Racism is 
institutionalized in the government, housing, healthcare, etc.
You ignore that fact that racism affects people of color everyday. Although you 
think there’s no reason to bring it up, it is important to bring social issues to 
light in order to correct the injustices and lead society to a better place for all.

This February, please keep these questions in mind while your social studies 
teacher assigns you a project on a black figure.  Thank you!!!
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Editorials
Coronavirus Outbreak 
Repercussions
 By Sarah McArdle

 With over 360 deaths in China and 17,000 infections around the 
world, the coronavirus is soon to become a pandemic. But aside from 
the disease, there’s also been a global spread of misinformation and fear, 
manifesting into xenophobia and racism. Chinese and East Asian people are 
currently at the center of social media posts, conspiracy theories, and memes, 
all of which display overt anti-Chinese sentiments. 
 Across the world, signs reading “No Chinese Allowed” have been 
posted on businesses and buildings, alienating those who are—or merely 
look—Chinese. Far-right website Zero Hedge published the name, email 
address, and phone number of a Chinese scientist studying the coronavirus, 
falsely accusing them of creating the disease as a bioweapon and encouraging 
people to “pay [the scientist] a visit.” Th ough the website writer’s Twitter 
account has been permanently suspended, actions like this could put this 
scientist (who is actively trying to help those suff ering from the virus) and 
others at genuine risk.
 In Australia, a Chinese man died of a heart attack aft er bystanders 
refused to perform CPR, citing fears of contracting the coronavirus (which, to 
clarify, the man did not have). Asian people have been harassed, shunned, and 
even kicked off  of trains in France and Italy, and in Singapore, thousands of 
citizens signed a petition to ban Chinese nationals from entering the country.
 Perhaps unsurprisingly, there has been a widespread 
sensationalization of the coronavirus in the media, with headlines reading 
“Yellow Fever” and “Yellow Peril.“ Not only is there an obvious tone of panic 
and hysteria in these phrases, but “Yellow Peril“ is literally the name of the 
anti-immigration ideology that accompanied widespread discrimination 
against East Asian people in the past (where it should have been left ). Using 
this language in modern media is inappropriate, insensitive, and frankly, 
harmful. 
 Furthermore, this discrimination could discourage someone who is 
suff ering from the disease from seeking medical assistance, due to the stigma. 
Not only would this harm the individual, but it could lead to an even larger 
spread of the coronavirus. Looking at the broader eff ects of this racism and 
xenophobia, Justin Kong, executive director of the Chinese Canadian National 
Council Toronto chapter, says that the stigma and “fear of anyone that looks 
Chinese or is Chinese” could cause “the economic and the social damage” of 
Chinese-Canadian people and businesses.
 However, there have also been eff orts to combat this discrimination. 
Aft er being petitioned by parents to ask students who had recently been to 
China “to stay at home and keep isolated,” a Canadian school board stressed 
that the coronavirus should “not be seen as a Chinese virus” (which it was 
referred to as by Australian newspaper Th e Herald Sun), nor should those 
who had traveled to China be assumed to have the disease. In Malaysia, 5 
people were arrested for spreading fake news about the coronavirus and 
instilling “fear among Malaysians and…hatred among the races,” with the 
Prime Minister saying, “even though we believe in freedom of press, that does 
not mean the press should agitate people and cause people to be antagonistic 
towards each other.”
 And that’s exactly what’s happening. For many people, the easiest way 
to deal with their fear is to attack and blame the most convenient party, who 
they separate from themselves and ostracize. In this case, that’s those who are 
or appear Chinese. 
 It should also be noted that there are more dangerous epidemics in 
the U.S. right now, specifi cally the fl u, which has caused over 10,000 deaths 
this season alone. To put that into perspective, there have been 19 million fl u 
infections to the coronavirus’ eight. Furthermore, 2019 had the largest number 
of measles cases since 1992. Th ough the disease was declared eliminated in 
the U.S. in 2000, the anti-vaxxer “movement” has largely contributed to its 
reemergence. Th ough it is infectious (and rather frightening right now), the 
CDC believes the risk of the coronavirus is low for Americans, and proper 
public health procedures and precautions will protect people.
 Th ere’s a fi ne line between being conscious of your health and safety 
and blatant racist. While vigilance can be helpful, generalizations are not. 
You cannot tell a person’s nationality by looking at them, and, regardless of 
whether or not they are Chinese, it’s both prejudiced and ridiculous to assume 
that all people from China have the coronavirus. It’s a nation of 1.4 billion 
people, aft er all. It’s far more productive and benefi cial to educate yourself 
about the actual risks and symptoms of the coronavirus, instead of getting 
caught up in xenophobic hysteria. 

Gentleman’s Guide 
to Evening Etiquette 
By Letters from Romance

“Eating grapes with a knife and fork is not what one would call refi ned. It is what 
one would call ludicrous.” - Judith Martin
 As a gentleman enjoys the merry delights of social interaction, it is 
quite likely that eventually he or she would be invited to some form of social 
aff air. Such social aff airs can be anything from a dinner with one’s partner’s 
parents to an offi  ce party to an evening soiree. 
When one who presents him or herself as a gentleman, is a guest to such an 
event, no less than gentleman-worthy etiquette would be expected of him. As 
such, it is important for one to remember his or her manners. A gentleman 
must remember to respect all of the fellow members attending the event, 
although the highest respect must be paid towards the host of the event. When 
conversing with other members of the group, a gentleman must abstentiate 
from racist or otherwise inappropriate jokes or slurs. Should the situation 
arise, in which one might interrupt the conversation or disturb any members 
of it, such as a phone call or fi nding one’s shirt untucked, kindly excuse 
yourself and leave the group to resolve said issue. 
 When one is invited to the dining table, it is crucial for one to 
remember his or her dining etiquette. When seated, a gentleman must put 
the napkin on his or her knees, not tuck it under the shirt collar. Elbows 
must be placed off  of the table, arms should either be rested against the 
edge of it, or on one’s lap. While a gentleman should know the most basic of 
silverware - the fork and knife, as well as the dining utensils needed to eat 
the food that is being served, it is impossible to know every single type of 
cutlerware. So, should such a situation come up, where one is provided with 
utensils unknown to him or her, he or she should kindly ask for the advice of 
somebody who is more familiar with the equipment. Should the gentleman 
fi nd him or herself unable to use the utensils, the host should provide his or 
her guest with silverware that the invitee would be comfortable using.

 Midterms Must Change
By Erica Simon

 Every January, a week at Abington is dedicated to midterm exams. 
Students stress, study, and stress some more. When test day arrives, students 
furiously bubble in Scantron grids and scrawl essays on loose leaf. Th ey spend 
47 minutes in a high-pressure environment, only to go to their next class 
and either prepare for or take another strenuous exam. Th e current midterm 
schedule is not time effi  cient, and it is mentally exhausting. Instead, Abington 
should proctor its midterm exams in the same manner that fi nal exams are 
distributed, with students taking their period 1 and 5 exams the fi rst day, 2 and 

6 the second day, and so on.
 Th is schedule eliminates 
unnecessary class periods, giving 
students more time to take exams 
and teachers more time to grade 
them. Furthermore, students 
wouldn’t need to spend an oft en 
unproductive class period with 
studying that can be done at 
home. While the current midterm 
schedule spans over fi ve days, the 
proposed schedule only requires 
four days, allowing teachers to 
make up for lost time. 
 Adjusting the midterm 
schedule would also provide 
a mental break for students. 

Some students take up to four exams in one day with the current schedule. 
For instance, a student may need to be able to focus on physics, history, 
government, and economics all in one day. With a modifi ed schedule, students 
would get a break in between the two exams. Th ey could use this time to 
relax, study, or get lunch with friends. Th is mental down-time is necessary to 
recharge the brain, enhancing cognitive ability. Th e greater time effi  ciency and 
productivity that stems from a revised midterm schedule clearly illustrates its 
necessity. Th is should be a priority for next school year.
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Features
Terrace House Review
By Derek Eppinger
 
 This winter break I discovered Terrace House, a popular Japanese 
reality show on Netflix. The premise is simple, the show stars three girls and 
guys around their early to late 20’s all living in a gorgeous mansion together 
in Japan. Except unlike other reality shows, Terrace House lacks filler. Its 
completely void of any post-event reactions, interviews, or manufactured 
drama; simply put, the show follows the lives of the housemates as they hang 
out with each other, go on dates, and progress in their respective career fields. 
And instead of each episode ending with a group elimination vote, Terrace 
House members simply leaves when they feel like it’s the appropriate time in 
their lives. 
 Throughout the unpredictability and fast paced nature of today’s 
world and modern life, Terrace House is a stark contrast; it’s slow, relaxing, 
often predictable, and it creates an incredibly therapeutic experience. 
Especially when immersed within japanese culture, rich with formalities and 
reserved social customs, it’s refreshing to see two people simply discussing 
their life ambitions instead of acting like sociopaths creating fake fights for 
attention. Throughout the show it’s truly fascinating to watch not only how 
those conversations change and how the dynamics between the housemates 
deepen, but also how each individual and their personality grows during their 
stay, especially when different characters enter and leave the house.
 While some may be turned off by the obvious focus on finding a 
significant other, Japanese romance culture moves so gradually it never feels 
overbearing or forced. Most dates just involve two people platonically hanging 
out. And for a show about millenials living together, it’s refreshing as it is 
surprising to see them almost never on their phones. Almost as if there’s a 
concerted effort on the show to actually talk, make conversation, and enjoy 
the presence of another human being, a trait our generation needs to learn 
desperately. 
 It is important to note that there are cameras throughout the house 
capturing each interaction, most likely altering the true behavior of the 
participants at least a little bit, however I’d like to think this is as authentic 
as it gets. To make things even more interesting, a panel of retired Japanese 
celebrities commentates on the events house throughout each episode, often 
providing a completely different perspective than I would have thought of. 
No matter how bizarre this description sounded, if you’re searching for truly 
relaxing content on Netflix I would definitely give Terrace House a try. There 
are multiple iterations of the show currently listed on the platform, but starting 
with Tokyo 2019-2020 seemed to get me hooked. 

The 2020 Grammys
By Juliette Kousombos

 The 2020 Grammys were hosted at the Staples Center in Los Angeles 
by Alicia Keys on Sunday, January 26. Due to the unfortunate passing of Kobe 
Bryant, Keys and Boyz II Men paid tribute to Bryant. Keys and Boys II Men 
also paid tribute to Prince and Nipsey Hussle. 
 Lizzo, Blake Shelton, Gwen Stefani, The Jonas Brothers, Tyler, The 
Creator, and Charlie Wilson performed. BTS performed “Old Town Road” 
alongside Lil Nas X and Billy Ray Cyrus. Other performers included Mason 
Ramsey, Diplo, Young Thug and Nas. Ariana Grande, Camila Cabello, Tanya 
Tucker, Rosalia, H.E.R., and Gary Clark Jr. 
 Demi Lovato debuted her new song “Anyone”. Lastly, 18 year-old 
Billie Eilish took home five of the six Grammys for which she was nominated. 
During her acceptance speech, Eilish said that she believed that Ariana 
Grande deserve the honor of winning title of the year, and proceeded to thank 
her supporters. 
 Congratulations to all of the winners, including Willie Nelson, Dan 
+ Shay, Tanya Tucker, Tyler, The Creator, Nipsey Hussle, Roddy Rich, Hit-
Boy, John Legend, 21 Savage, J. Cole,  Anderson Paak, André 300, Lizzo, Pj. 
Morton, Jojo, Lil Nas X, Billy Ray Cyrus, Elvis Costello, The Imposters, Dave 
Chappelle, Alejandro Sanz, Rosalía, Gary Clark Jr., Tool, Cage The Elephant, 
and Vampire Weekend. Additionally, rest in peace to Kobe Bryant, Nipsey 
Hussle, and Prince. 

HEARD THIS 
MONTH

“1 + 1 is 2. That’s something you need to recognize.” 

 Mr. Rizzuto to an AP Calc class.

“Star Wars increases your libido, but Star Trek expands 
your mind.” 

 Mr. Turner

“Copy faster.” 

 Mr. Anderson

“What did that lady say? Ain’t nobody got time for that!”

  Mrs. Karcher

“Ted Bundy looks like a penguin” 

 Magistra Crooks
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Features
Marvel and Star Wars Early 2020 Rumor Mill
By Daniel McGrath

The internet is filled to the brim with rumors, facts, and reports. With the arrival of the new year, articles relating to projects from Disney have been circulating the internet, 
but more prominently, Disney’s most famous brands, Star Wars and Marvel. 2020 is only a few weeks in, yet an overwhelming amount articles of these properties have already 
been released. To keep track of all the news and rumors, a short timeline of January was of priority. Each rumor or piece of news is marked with the numerical date they were 
reported. With reports and rumors, of course, come potential SPOILERS, so be warned!
1/1 - Marvel Studios’ “WandaVision”, an upcoming Disney+ show, was originally set to release in Spring 2021, but plans have changed, and “WandaVision” will be releasing 
sometime this year in 2020. This news was confirmed by the official Disney+ social media pages, when they released a video teasing the upcoming Disney+ lineup for 2020. 
The official “WandaVision” poster was the confirming factor of this video, but no official release date has been confirmed. Production for the show began in 2019, and Marvel 
Studios has confirmed they gave themselves more than enough time to finish production. “WandaVision” will feature Elizabeth Olsen’s Wanda Maximoff, or the Scarlet Witch, 
and Paul Bettany’s Vision in a sitcom with a 1950’s-esque setting.
1/2 - A sequel series for “Star Wars: Rebels” is rumored to be in development. The rumors suggest the series will have a late 2020 release. More information is currently 
developing, but not much is out yet.
1/4 - “Star Wars: The Clone Wars” will see its seventh and final season’s release on February 21st, 2020. The season is also confirmed to premiere on Disney+.
1/4 - Marvel Studios is rumored to be developing projects utilizing The Defenders. The Defenders were last seen on Netflix’s “Daredevil”, “Jessica Jones”, “Iron Fist”, “Luke Cake”, 
and “The Defenders” before each of their respective shows were cancelled due to a supposed feud between Netflix and Disney.
1/4 - Rumors are circulating that Marvel Studios has acquired full control and film rights for the characters of Hulk and Namor. These two characters have been owned by 
Universal Pictures for a lengthy time period. 
1/4 - The High Republic era will reportedly be the setting of the next saga of Star Wars films. This era is set around 400 years before the Skywalker Saga. Many characters from 
the Skywalker Saga would canonically be alive during this time, such as Yoda, Maz Kanata, and even Jabba the Hutt. The next saga of Star Wars films will reportedly begin with 
its first release in 2022.
1/5 - Marvel Studios’ Thor: Love and Thunder is seeing to begin production in August. This news was confirmed by the film’s director, Taika Waititi. Thor: Love and Thunder is 
set to release on November 5th, 2021.
1/6 - Thor: Love and Thunder may be recruiting Christian Bale into the film’s cast, as Bale is reportedly in talks with Marvel Studios about the film. Bale’s last comic book film 
was Christopher Nolan’s The Dark Knight, where he played the lead role.
1/8 - Marvel Studios’ “Loki” Disney+ series could potentially star a young version of Loki. Reports suggest Marvel Studios is seeking out a smart and brave 10 year-old boy with 
great wit and experience with life. “Loki” is eyeing a Spring 2021 release date.
1/9 - Two castings are being seeked out for Marvel Studios’ Doctor Strange: In the Multiverse of Madness, an African-American villain and a female villain. It is unclear who 
these characters will be and who will take these roles. Doctor Strange: In the Multiverse of Madness is aiming for a release on May 7th, 2021.
1/9 - Scott Derrickson has mutually agreed with Marvel Studios to part ways on directing Doctor Strange: In the Multiverse of Madness. The split supposedly was due to creative 
differences. Due to the recent castings of the film, it seems Marvel Studios is already ready with a backup plan for Doctor Strange: In the Multiverse of Madness. Derrickson’s 
vision of the film may have been too close to the border between a PG-13 and R rating, but Derrickson will confirmedly remain as Executive Producer of the film.
1/10 - The Star Wars Disney+ series about Ewan McGregor’s Obi-Wan Kenobi is rumored to feature Ahmed Best’s Jar Jar Binks… with a beard. 
1/11 - Marvel Studios’ Disney+ “Hawkeye” series was rumored to be indefinitely delayed. These rumors were knocked down by Marvel Studios, and “Hawkeye” has not been 
delayed. The series is looking to release in Fall 2021.
1/11 - CGI will never be used to revive deceased actors for Marvel Studios projects. This was stated by producer Victoria Alonso.
1/16 - Reports suggest “WandaVision” will introduce the character Hulkling, a Skrull seeking aid from the organization S.W.O.R.D. In Marvel Comics, Hulkling has been a 
Young Avenger, the son of Mar-Vell, and Wanda Maximoff ’s son Wiccan’s boyfriend.
1/16 - Disney has reportedly approached Taika Waititi to develop a Star Wars film. Waititi has directed Thor: Ragnarok and Jojo Rabbit will direct Thor: Love and Thunder, and 
played IG-11 in The Mandalorian.
1/17 - Disney+’s upcoming show about Obi-Wan Kenobi was rumored to be cancelled due to creative differences. Ewan McGregor’s reps have confirmed these rumors to be 
false and “totally inaccurate”.
1/17 - “The Falcon and the Winter Soldier” will reportedly mark the return of Ghost, the villain of Ant-Man and the Wasp. Hannah John-Kamen will, of course, reprise her role 
as the character.
1/20 - Fans are speculating the introduction of Enchantress in “Loki” due to recent casting notices. These notices call for a blonde female with a height between 5’6” and 5’8”. 
Enchantress is known to be from Asgard, which is where Loki was raised by his adoptive parents.
1/20 - “The Falcon and the Winter Soldier” is rumored to introduce The Thunderbolts, a team that is very reminiscent of DC Comics’ Suicide Squad. In Marvel Comics, The 
Thunderbolts is formed by Thunderbolt Ross, a character who has appeared in many Marvel Studios films as the United States Secretary of State. The team is built up of many 
former villains, and their new goal is to fight evil, rather than be the evil itself. Daniel Brühl’s character Zemo, who was the antagonist of 2016’s Captain America: Civil War; has 
been confirmed to be the villain of “The Falcon and the Winter Soldier”, and is a prominent member of The Thunderbolts in Marvel Comics.
1/21 - The cast of Marvel’s animated ”M.O.D.O.K.” series for Hulu has been revealed. Patton Oswald will voice the titular character, and he will be joined by a large cast of other 
voices.
1/21 - Reports suggest Michelle Yeoh is in talks to join the cast of Marvel Studios’ Shang-Chi and the Legend of the Ten Rings. Yeoh recently had a minor role in Guardians of 
the Galaxy Vol. 2 as Aleta Ogord. Marvel Studios is no stranger to reusing cast members who were previously in lesser known roles, as seen with Gemma Chan, who previously 
starred in Captain Marvel, and will star as one of the lead roles in this year’s upcoming Eternals film. Shang-Chi and the Legend of the Ten Rings is set for a theatrical release on 
February 12th, 2021.
1/22 - Development for Marvel Studios’ Captain Marvel 2 has officially begun. Megan McDonnell will write the film’s script. Directors of Captain Marvel Ryan Fleck and Anna 
Boden will not direct the sequel, but they are currently in talks to direct something for Disney+. Captain Marvel 2 will take place in modern day and is looking to release 
sometime in 2022.
1/23 - Beau DeMayo has reportedly joined the writing crew of Marvel Studios’ “Moon Knight” Disney+ series. DeMayo is most notably a writer for Netflix’s “The Witcher”.
1/23 - The character America Chavez is rumored to appear in Doctor Strange: In the Multiverse of Madness. This would make sense, as America Chavez is from another universe 
in Marvel Comics.
1/23 - Marvel Studios is reportedly interested in working with Bilall Fallah and Adil El Arbi. Their most recent work was directing this year’s Bad Boys for Life.
1/23 - Shang-Chi and the Legend of the Ten Rings will reportedly star Rosalind Chao as a major role in the film. Chao will star in 2020’s Mulan.
1/23 - The Disney+ series based around Obi-Wan Kenobi has been put on hold. Lucasfilm is looking for a different writer for the series, so the series is as good as it can be. The 
series was originally planned to have 6 episodes in the first season, but that count has now been reduced to 4 episodes. Production for the series will begin sometime in 2021.
1/23 - Marvel Studios is rumored to be developing two unannounced Disney+ shows. According to the rumors, one of these shows may be based on the “Secret Invasion” 
comics.
1/24 - Marvel’s “Howard the Duck” and “Tigra & Dazzler” animated shows will no longer be going forward. The reasons for the cancellation of these shows is still uncertain, but 
it could mean the studio has plans for the titular characters in the much broader live-action universe. Howard the Duck has already cameoed in three Marvel Studios films, so 
plans for a bigger future could be in development.
1/24 - Doctor Strange: In the Multiverse of Madness is reportedly going to introduce the character Brother Voodoo. In Marvel Comics, Brother Voodoo was once the Sorcerer 
Supreme. Doctor Strange is currently the Sorcerer Supreme in the recent Marvel Studios films.
1/26 - “The Falcon and the Winter Soldier” will reportedly see a release in August 2020. The series was originally set to premiere in Fall of this year.
1/27 - Paul Bettany has teased that a look at “WandaVision” is coming very soon. Bettany also stated the series will be “so bonkers” and “really risky”.
1/28 - Clea will reportedly be making her live-action debut in Doctor Strange: In the Multiverse of Madness. In Marvel Comics, Clea is a follower and lover of Doctor Strange.
1/29 - A Star Wars novel based on Poe Dameron will be coming this summer. The novel will spotlight on Poe’s past.
1/29 - Sera will reportedly make a live-action debut in “Loki”. Sera will be Marvel Studios’ first transgender character.

All this Marvel and Star Wars news is sure to excite the fans of these franchises. There’s a lot to look forward to in the future of these brands. Whether it’s a new project coming 
this year, next year, or other years to come, there’s always more news and rumors to open up more possibilities in these series. Hopefully, the thought-provoking rumors come to 
fruition, and the audience can see these new possibilities showcased in clever ways that were not previously thought of. Until we can see these ideas fully presented to us, we can 
only hope for more previews, trailers, and other content to pass the time.
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News & Community
Life Outside of Abington
By Amanda Giannopoulos

On Thursday, January 9, I had the pleasure of meeting with Lily Sellei. She 
graduated from Abington last year and has since been living by herself in Reims, France, 
where she is a freshman at SciencePo Reims studying for a political science degree as 
a part of a dual degree program by SciencesPo and Columbia University. I wanted to 
know how her college experience was going and especially highlight the use of her 
foreign language skills beyond the high school classroom.

 So far, her life sounds like the plot of a movie. One fateful day in August of the 
summer before her senior year, Lily received a letter from Columbia University in the 
mail. Detailed was a dual degree program between SciencePo (one of the top political 
science institutions in the world) and Columbia University. The program detailed how 
those accepted would study at one of SciencePo’s seven locations in France for 2 years 
and then finish out the remaining 2 years at Columbia’s campus in New York City, 
so that participants would graduate with a degree from both institutions. Intrigued, 
she attended one of the information sessions in New York listed on the back where it 
immediately became her top choice in schools.

 While she did apply to about eleven other schools, another one in France, one 
in Canada and the rest in the US, there were clear differences in the application process 
for this program compared to the other universities. Firstly, it had two parts. The first 
step was the typical request of universities for some paperwork to evaluate the student 
such as letters of recommendation, test scores, and two essays (Lily divulged that the 
program’s prompts were “why this program” and “tell us one time you failed”). 

However, the second step may sound familiar to us seniors as well, but it is much 
more intimidating than what we know of our own experiences: the dreaded interview. 
Having some college interview experience myself, I can say that the interviewer and 
the universities themselves make it clear that the interview is not a make-or-break your 
acceptance scenario, and sometimes an interview is entirely optional. I would describe 
it as a way for colleges to get a sense of a candidate’s personality so when they receive 
all the standard information about each applicant, a person is represented by more than 
their test scores and stale facts about them. Not only was it required of Lily to go down 
to New York to be evaluated in person by both a representative from Columbia and 
SciencePo, but she described it as “the most stressful moment in her life” because it 
was “30 minutes of them just grilling me”. She further explained that, “Some of their 
questions were on the state-controlled media in Hungary, my thoughts on the ‘Great 
Firewall of China’, as well as using my interests in history to hypothetically give advice 
to current presidents.”

What she said must have impressed the admissions committee because about 
two months later, she was accepted into the dual degree program and the rest is history.

I asked Lily about her experience with the language barrier in France, given 
that her only French language knowledge came from a classroom setting. I was surprised 
to hear that she had few complaints about that aspect of life abroad. She explains it not 
being that big of an issue in her situation at school because most of her classes are taught 
in English, and the mandatory French classes she took so far were a perfect match for 
her. Upon committing to SciencePo, she had to take a French fluency test for them to 
approximate her French abilities and place her in the appropriate course. She describes 
the French class she took her first semester as “exactly where I was supposed to be. Any 
easier and I would just get a little bored. Any harder and I wouldn’t be able to handle 
mak[ing] that jump to the next level [next semester].”  

I proceeded to pose her many questions about her first taste of life in France, 
but my favorite, and personally the most interesting, responses were those to my two 
questions of one thing she was not expecting that was a challenge or a negative and one 
thing she was not expecting that was a positive or something nice. 

Bad news first. In junior year, we learned about “La Greve” (French for going 
on strike) in class, but Lily explained how much of an impact they have on daily lives 
hundreds of miles away. Specifically, the personal anecdote she gave me was about the 
most recent strike that is technically still ongoing since December 5th and is considered 
the longest strike in modern French history. Due to Macron’s pension reforms, countless 
public service workers, including most of the train system workers, went on strike 
mostly in Paris. This left left scheduled trains to be cancelled on a national level and 
many peoples’ holiday travel plans were suddenly in jeopardy. Lily was one of those 
people. She told me she “got the email in the middle of her finals that the train from 
Reims to Paris that would take [her] to the airport for [her] flight the next day was 
cancelled.” She took the decision to buy “multiple bus tickets just to be safe” and luckily 
she made it to her flight on time and managed to come home for her winter break.

However, this negative of France was countered by some wholesome stories 
I was not expecting to hear. She described French people as “welcoming in a way that 
I didn’t expect them to be towards Americans” and later on explained how they were 
“eager to hear about how life is like in France for her and how she likes it”. I do not know 
what preconceptions Lily had about French people before moving there, but she quickly 
learned that they are warm people who should not be judged by anything other than her 
own interactions with them.

Lastly some of the other positives Lily told me about living in Europe 
specifically was how easy it was to travel from one unique country to the next. She flew 
to Budapest, Hungary over her fall break in November and it was only a two hour flight 
from Paris to Budapest. She also plans to visit Rome, Italy in mid-February to meet 
up with an old friend from Abington who is studying abroad there. Again, the flight is 
about two hours from Paris.

This interview affirmed my suspicions that our school’s language department 
is underrated. Our school does not advertise as much as they should that we can and 
should use our language abilities after leaving high school. The main reason people 
continue to schedule language classes is to merely “check the box” for some colleges 
because they have requirements of studying a language for a certain amount of years.

Life Outside (continued) 
Instead, our language department should showcase how useful the level of 

language taught is in real life. Lily says how it’s “definitely useful” and joked that she has 
“become an expert in ordering uber 
eats” and in a more serious example 
she told me she could answer 
security questions at the airport by 
herself using her French knowledge.

Lily agreed with me that 
students at our school should 
be encouraged more to apply to 
international schools “especially 
because they’re a lot cheaper” but she 
understood that the lifestyle change 
can be a lot for people to overcome. If people are not sure they would be comfortable 
doing something similar to Lily like living independently abroad, the least this high 
school could do for them is encourage them more to partake in study abroad programs. 
Having people like Lily (or any other alumnus who has done a semester abroad for that 
matter) come back and talk to students about their experiences will give some people 
the confidence that the Spanish, German, French, or Mandarin they learned in these 
halls is at an advanced enough level for them to be understood by people who are not 
their teacher or fellow classmates.

Learning another language has so many benefits that it would take another 
long three page article to list them all. Thus, all I want to end with is a message to my 
fellow students reading this. Try speaking French (or whatever language you take) the 
entire period. Leave the English at the door for 45 minutes of the day. It may pay off in 
the long run. It did for Lily and it could for you too.

 (An additional note: Lily was kind enough to offer the opportunity for any 
readers who would like to come in contact with her to talk more about her experiences 
or have any questions of their to follow her on Facebook where her name is Lily Sellei).

In the Community: 
Featuring: Sinae Engram of 
VIBE and IMAGINE
As you all know, February is Black History Month, the time of  year when the lives 
and contributions of Black Americans are celebrated and acknowledged across 
the nation.  For this unique month I decided to interview one of the school’s most 
diverse, fraternal, and active programs, V.I.B.E. and I.M.A.G.I.N.E.  Emphasizing 
leadership, community, and education, this group stands out as a gem in the Abington 
Senior High School’s extracurricular treasure trove.  I sat down with V.I.B.E. and 
I.M.A.G.I.N.E. officer Sinae Engram for further insight into the program’s history and 
mission. 
L: For those who don’t know, what do the acronyms V.I.B.E. and I.M.A.G.I.N.E. stand 
for?

S: Vibe stands for Voice Invoking a Brotherhood of Excellence. Imagine stands for I 
Am A Girl Intelligent Noble and Educated.

L: What is the history of VIBE/IMAGINE?  How many years has the program been 
around, and why was it started? 

S: Vibe started in 2005. It started because a couple of young men reached out asking 
for help. Many felt they needed academic and emotional support others just felt 
invisible. Due to this, Ms. James and a couple of other teachers started the Vibe 
program,which helped the students. Seeing the Vibe community grow, 2 years later 
they started Imagine. 

L: How long have you participated in VIBE/IMAGINE and what role do you currently 
play?

S:  I have been in Imagine since 9th grade. Although, I have been on the board since 
10th grade, this year I am simply a seniority figure. 

L: What does it mean to you to be a member of VIBE/IMAGINE?

S: To be a part of Vibe and Imagine means leadership.

L: What is the most valuable experience or piece of information that the VIBE/
IMAGINE program had provided you with? 

S: My most valuable experience would be going to a college where we heard one of 
the guest speakers. He explains that he has been through so much during his lifetime, 
being deaf, being discriminated against and so many other things, yet he didn’t give 
up.  He didn’t give up because he believed in himself.  He didn’t give up because he 
believed he was the future and he wanted us to know that we are now the future, and 
we mustn’t give up. 

L: And finally, what is the importance of having a program like VIBE/IMAGINE here 
in the school community?   

S: For me it is important to have Vibe and Imagine in this community because it’s not 
just a club, we’re a family. It gives you the opportunity to have someone to talk to even 
if you have no one at home. It gives you skills that not everyone had access to at such a 
young age.
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Sports
 Th e Outlaw
By Jake Place
 On October 3, 1963, in rural Louisiana, an outlaw was born. Benny 
Michael Anders was born into a rich basketball tradition in tiny Bernice, 
Louisiana. Th e blue-collar town had already produced stars such as Willis 
Reed, a Hall of Fame center with a penchant for toughness and playing 
through injury. Almost from birth, Anders was expected to live up to his 
town’s legacy. He demonstrated exceptional athleticism, outshining his AAU 
rivals Karl Malone and Joe Dumars. Despite making the all-state basketball 
team in high school, many schools were hesitant to recruit Anders. He had a 
defi ant personality and was considered to be too problematic for most schools 
to bring on campus. Anders was being recruited heavily by Louisiana State 
University until LSU’s coach asked him why he was wearing a shirt that said 
OUTLAW. He responded that it was his nickname because he was always 
creating disturbances, which caused LSU to rescind their off er for him to 
join their team. Eventually, he was able to fi nd a home at the University of 
Houston, coached by the legendary Guy V. Lewis, which had served as a refuge 
for players with bombastic personalities, such as Rob Williams. 
 Th e Houston Cougars of this era were possibly the most exciting 
college basketball team of all time. Dubbed “Phi Slama Jama”, they showcased 
a high-fl ying and dunk-heavy form of basketball that had never been seen 
before. Benny Anders served as the sixth man on a team that caught the nation 
by storm. In 1983, Houston made it all the way to the championship of the 
NCAA tournament where they were heavily favored against their opponent, 
the 6-seed NC State. Houston attempted to conserve their lead over NC State, 
but the Wolfpack drew closer. In the fi nal seconds, Benny Anders attempted a 
steal on Dereck Whittenburg, but he missed and Whittenburg was able to get 
the shot off . Although his shot missed, NC State’s Lorenzo Charles was able 
to dunk the ball before time expired giving NC State a 54-52 victory. Th is loss 
would serve as the turning point in Benny Ander’s life. 
 In 1984, he began to argue much more frequently with Guy V. Lewis. 
He actually quit the team for several weeks before deciding to return. Due to 
his erratic behavior and his perceived slight against the team, however, he was 
relegated to being a bench-warmer. As his relationship with the University of 
Houston declined, his popularity with fans and the media soared however. 
Anders was known for being highly quotable and highly charismatic. He once 
said about his teammate Hakeem Olajuwon, “When I drop a dime to the big 
Swahili, he got to put it in the hole,” which remains a fairly popular sports 
quote to this day. In what would turn out to be the tournament of his career, 
the 1984 NCAA tournament, he showed up wearing a tuxedo with a pink 
bow tie, pink cummerbund, and sunglasses. Fans began to wear sunglasses 
to the games in order to show their love of Anders. John Gambill, a Kentucky 
fan who was converted to Anders’s cult of personality, made a sign reading, 
“Benny Anders For President”. He and Anders spent the night aft er the 
game drinking, and Anders mailed him his Houston jersey within the week, 
signaling his disillusionment with the University of Houston. 
 Benny 
Anders suff ered 
a knee injury 
before the 1985 
season that 
further eroded his 
psyche. One day, 
during a pickup 
game of basketball 
with some other 
members of 
the basketball 
team, he got 
into a heated 
argument. Anders 
appeared to leave 
in an attempt 
to deescalate the argument, but actually came back with a loaded .45 which 
he then used to win the argument. For possessing a weapon on campus, 
he earned three years of probation and was dismissed from the basketball 
team. His issues rendered him untouchable by the NBA, despite his immense 
talent, so he played overseas in the Philippines and Latin America for a few 
years. Following that, he completely disappeared. His friends, family, and 
the media were all unable to contact him. Benny Anders became one of the 
great enigmas of sports, a supremely talented player who had apparently 
squandered his talent and vanished. Vague rumors swirled about his location; 
the leading theories were that he was dead, living in the Philippines, or living 
in Swaziland. In 2016, ESPN produced a 30 for 30 documentary on Phi 
Slama Jama which sought to fi nd Benny Anders. He was found in Michigan, 
attempting to live a normal life and forget about his past. Th e brash outlaw 
disappeared into the night, and all that remained was Benny Anders. 

Girls Bowling Update
By Meghan Strange

Abington’s Girls Bowling team has been successful throughout their 
winter season so far.  Currently in third place, the team has been carried 
by senior and varsity star, Captain Sierra Dahling.  Dahling has been 
a varsity starter since her freshman year and currently holds various 
school records for high game, series, and average, all while maintaining 
a 164 average.  Here’s a quick Q&A with the Bowling Captain Sierra 
Dahling:

MS: You’ve been bowling for a long time. Is there anything special you 
do to prepare before any big match or even before your turn?

SD: Breathe, it helps to slow me down since my mind is constantly 
racing during a match. It also helps me focus my mind during my turn; 
there are so many extra things going on around you during your turn 
too.

MS: What has been the team’s biggest challenge this season?

SD: Trying to keep a consistent team with bowlers of minimal 
experience.

MS: You are the team’s anchor and hold the team together in every 
match throughout season.  Is there anyone that helps you on your bad 
days or is there anyone you inspires you during bowling?

SD: Not really help me but there are a couple people who inspire me.  
My sister, for one, was the school’s anchor for her last two years of high 
school.  My dad because he is such an amazing bowler and has really 
been with me a lot throughout my bowling.  Most importantly, my pop. 
He has been bowling for years and bowled in a summer league just for 
me.  And the whole team and coaches have all been so great.  My team 
is always there to put the biggest smile on my face and make me laugh 
until I’m tearing up on the lanes.  Coach White is there to always get me 
through my rough patches, and Coach Wenders is always there to make 
sure I have my focus in the right place.

MS: What are you most proud of about the Bowling program 
throughout your four years being apart of the team?

SD: Th at I made so many good friends and I was able to inspire people 
to want to be better bowlers by helping them on a bad day, or just 
making them smile when they miss an easy spare.

MS: You’ve won the league twice in your high school career.  What do 
you think is in store for this playoff  season?

SD: I think as long as we as a team can maintain focus, we can take the 
win against Upper Dublin next week and make the second round to 
eventually make regionals, which would be pretty cool to go as a team 
four years in a row.


