
Abington Senior High School 

Ghost Notes 
 

SENIORS (McCuen) 
The Senior Class is now looking at just one semester remaining in 

their high school careers.  Graduation day will be on June 14th. Seniors should 
be focused on finishing strong and getting ready for college, career and other 
worthy pursuits.  The School Counseling Staff is actively assisting students with 
these goals. This can be a difficult time of change for our students as one 
phase of life comes to a close and another begins. 

As the second semester comes to an end it is time to come out and 
support the Galloping Ghosts in the many clubs, activities, musical endeavors 
and athletic events that make school life great here at Abington Senior High 
School.  It is a great time of year to appreciate all of the wonderful things that 
are available to our students.   

We will soon be enjoying a change of seasons with warmer weather 
and longer days. This brings events like the Senior Prom and Post Prom to our 
attention. Always check our website for information related to these and other 
important activities at ASHS.  

 
JUNIORS (Johnson) 

 The first semester proved to be an exceptional one for the Junior 
Class, as evidenced by their participation in school events and overall school 
attendance.  If your child did not perform to their capability, the second semes-
ter will provide another opportunity to improve their grades and to consider 
involvement in at least one school activity.  All parents should review the G.P.A. 
and class rank listed on the report card in order to have a discussion with their 
son or daughter.   

 
SOPHOMORES (Fiorino) 

The Class of 2019 is excited to be entering the second semester of 
the school year. Currently, members of the class are beginning preparations for 
the upcoming Soph-Hop dance. I am hopeful that each student continues to 
raise their academic efforts and strive to achieve to the best of their individual 
ability. In addition, I am asking each member of the Class of 2019 to make a 
concerted effort to arrive at each class on time and ready to be an active par-
ticipant in each lesson. Attendance and participation are keys to success in any 
academic endeavor. Lastly, I would like to ask each sophomore student to be 
mindful that all of their school obligations need to be fulfilled in a timely manner. 
Also, no student may attend the Soph Hop, Junior Prom, and/or Senior Prom 
unless all disciplinary obligations have been satisfied. 

 
GUIDANCE (Tagliaferro) 

The start of the third marking period is an exciting time for all 
grades.  Seniors are sending grade updates to colleges.  The Abington Schol-
arship application will be available for seniors in early March.  Juniors are work-
ing with their counselors on college planning.  Sophomores are experiencing 
the many components of Naviance and developing their game plan for 11th 
and 12th grade.  Students in all grade levels will use Naviance through the 
second semester to complete milestones related to graduation, career explora-
tion, and college planning.  Remember to ask your student about Naviance, 
and sit with them at the computer so that you can experience the program as 
well!  

 
LIBRARY (McGee  and Summers) 

 In recognition of the Martin Luther King Jr. holiday, the ASHS Library 
showcased resources (both electronic and print) that promote the accomplish-
ments and teachings of Dr. King. Inspired by Dr. King’s commitment to commu-
nity service, the library sponsored a book drive to collect children’s books which 
will be donated to the Cradles to Crayons, an organization which supports 
children in need in the Philadelphia region. 
 Students, faculty and staff dropped off over 300 children books 
which will be delivered to the charity in March; donations will be accepted 
through the end of February.  The Library Badges program is continuing for the 
Sophomore class; students can earn digital badges for the knowledge, learning 
and skills gained through classes or independently.  The top three badge earn-
ing students will win a Kindle Fire or Amazon gift card in June.   We collabo-
rated with Overlook Elementary School to organize a Reading Super Bowl 
event. Abington Senior High School Varsity football players and cheerleaders 
visited Overlook to read children’s books to the elementary students in each 
classroom. Trading cards that featured a football player or a cheer team mem-
ber along with his or her favorite children’s book were handed out. It was a 
wonderful celebration of reading and the Overlook stu- d e n t s 
had a great time with the high school athletes and cheer- leaders. 
   
 
 
 

 
ART 

Sculpture and Ceramics students Yanira Gonzales Rivas, Elisa-
betta DiSalvo and Maddy Hill were chosen to participate in the exhibition 7th 
annual "Clay Programs of Excellence in Philadelphia Area High Schools” at 
Tyler School of Art, Temple University.  The exhibition of distinguished high 
school Ceramics work will be on display in the Tyler Ceramics studios.  The 
show ran from Thursday January 12th until Sunday January 29, 2017 and it 
culminated in a Reception from 2-4pm on January 29, 2017. Eighteen student 
artworks were accepted into the juried PSEA “Touch the Future” Art Exhibit.  
Elisabetta DiSalvo won best in the 3-D Mixed Media Category.   A variety of 
works were entered into this exhibit ranging from Drawings, Paintings, Sculp-
tures to Photography and Linocut Prints.  This exhibit will be on display in the 
Commons Building Art Gallery at Arcadia University from February 3, 2017 – 
March 2, 2017. There was an opening reception on Sunday February 5th from 
1:00pm – 3:00pm.  Twenty-seven Abington Senior High School Art Students 
participated in a Prints Link Philadelphia Printmaking Exhibit at the Legend 
Galleries in Philadelphia from January 27, 2017- February 24, 2017.  There 
was an opening reception from 1:00pm - 3:00pm on Sunday January 29, 
2017.  The Legend Galleries are located at 230 North 21st Street, Philadel-
phia, PA 19103.  Five students were entered into the Wharton Esherick Con-
test/Juried Exhibit. The exhibit will run from March 4 – May 8, 2017. 
 Erin Lees applied for a Merit Scholarship to attend Pennsylvania 
Academy of the Fine Arts Saturday High School Program and she was 
awarded a half scholarship and will be attending an Oil Painting course from 
February 4, 2017 – April 8, 2017. Many of the Art III Major students have been 
accepted to their first choice College or University. They have also been of-
fered merit-based scholarships due to the quality of their studio art portfo-
lios.The Abington School District Art Fest will be held on March 21st, 22nd, 
and 23rd from 1:30pm – 7:30pm in the Gymnasium of the Administration 
Building.  Student art showcasing the talent and hard work of Abington stu-
dents ranging from Kindergarten through 12th Grade will be on view. 

 
ATHLETICS (Vaccaro) 

 Abington’s student-athletes and coaches continue to strive for 
excellence in the Winter Season.  Congratulations to Lizzie Oleary, Senior 
member of the Girls’ Basketball team.  Lizzie joined the 1,000 point club when 
the Ghosts defeated Pennsbury on January 17th. Also, Lizzie was nominated 
for the prestigious McDonald’s All American game. Best of Luck to Coach 
Marsh and the team in the District One Playoffs!  During the week of January 
9th, Abington Senior High School, its Boys and Girls Basketball teams, and 
Buddies Club continued the tradition of Athletes Helping Athletes Honorary 
Captains.  The Abington Boys Basketball team wrapped up their regular sea-
son with an 18-4 record.  The Ghosts capture their fifth straight Suburban One 
League National Conference Championship.  Since the 2012-13 season, 
Abington is 66-2 in the SOL National Conference.  Coach Grasty and the 
Galloping Ghosts are prepared for the SOL and District 1 Tournament. Out-
standing performances from the Girls and Boys Indoor Track and Field sea-
son include the following:     At the Robert J. Burdette Indoor Classic at Lehigh 
– Girls 4x400m Relay placed 2nd, Kara Travers placed 3rd in the 800m, Kelly 
Jawork placed 2nd in the One Mile, Boys 4x400m Relay placed 1st, and 
Aaron Sooknanan placed 2nd in the 400m·   Marine Corp Holiday Classic at 
the NYC Armory – Boys 4x400m Relay placed 2nd and the Boys 4x800m 
Relay placed 1st·   23rd Hispanic Games at the NYC Armory – Sianni McLeod 
placed 1st in the Shot Put On Wednesday, February 1st, 2017, George Reid 
signed his National Letter of Intent to continue his academic and athletic ca-
reer.  George will play Football at Temple University.  Good luck to Abington’s 
Bowlers, Divers, Swimmers, and Wrestlers as they compete in postseason 
tournaments and events. 

 
READING (Sack) 

 The Reading Department is off to a great start to the new school 
year.  Students are analyzing both fiction and non-fiction in preparation for the 
upcoming Keystone exam.  Students are utilizing technology through Google 
classroom, which has become an invaluable method for engaging students 
with the reading curriculum.  Grade 10 students finished reading the high 
interest novel,  The First Part Last,  by Angela Johnson, a coming of age story 
that has captivated the students. Students are currently designing their own 
book trailers using various technology applications.   Students will share the 
book trailers with the community of readers, encouraging  others to read these 
wonderful books. 
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ENGLISH (Lodewick) 
 It has been a busy and productive second marking period for the 
English Department at the senior high school.  Jill Sandler Ligi's senior stu-
dents have been working in literature circles regarding young adult contem-
porary African fiction, honing their analysis skills.  In Shawn Simmons' crea-
tive writing class, students wrote plays that were performed by Kristen Cai-
azzo's acting class. The performances were very successful, and many stu-
dents and parents were able to see the result of a semester of hard work and 
artistic ability.  The Chess team, sponsored by our own Shawn Simmons, just 
won the Central Division of the LBCSCL. This is their fourth straight division 
championship, and we are very proud of them.  Mr. Hunt's junior classes 
recently held their Alice in Wonderland tea party. Students dressed up and 
practiced Victorian etiquette; it was a fun and creative way for them to con-
clude the unit.  The English Department looks forward to a productive third 
marking period as we thank our students, parents, administration, faculty and 
staff for all of their hard work and dedication to our school community. 

MATHEMATICS (Rizzuto) 
The American Mathematics Contest (AMC-12) will be given on Tuesday, 
February 15th.  This extremely challenging 25 question test is a qualifier for 
the prestigious American Invitational Mathematics Exam.  With Advanced 
Placement testing around the corner, it is a good time to reflect on the re-
sults from last year.  There were 181 tests taken in AP Calculus BC, AP 
Calculus AB and AP Statistics in 2016.  85% resulted in scores of three or 
higher carrying a recommendation for college credit from the College 
Board.  The BC Calculus exam is equivalent to two college classes.  The 
average score on the BC exam was 4.23 with thirty-six students scoring a 5, 
the highest score.   It is awesome to have this many Abington students com-
pleting college level mathematics courses during high school.  Our success 
in AP is a validation for our teachers, of the perseverance and dedication of 
our students and for the curriculum in our Honors and Advanced Placement 
courses. 

HEALTH AND PHYSICAL EDUCATION (Weathers)  
 Abington High School’s Health and Physical Education Depart-
ment ended the second marking period in the midst of the winter activity 
schedule.  With the change in semester, all policies and general operations 
remain the same but students will begin a new PE course with a completely 
different teacher moving into the third marking period.  This relatively new 
format has afforded students the opportunity to select courses that align with 
their interests.  In so doing, there has been an increased level of engagement 
ultimately allowing us to meet the fitness needs of our diverse student popu-
lation.  A highlight of the second marking period occurred within the aquatics, 
safety, and wellness course where half of the sophomore class was certified 
in CPR through the American Heart Association.  Our senior health program 
is focused on providing critical information that will impact student’s decision 
making process in a positive way.  Helping to support this initiative, Abington 
Hospital nurses conducted a powerful presentation on the consequences of 
drinking and driving in all classes.  Members of the Guidance Department 
also had the opportunity to visit with all health classes in an effort to assist 
with the college decision making process.  

MUSIC 
 2017 has started off as a busy year for the ASHS Music Depart-
ment. This time of year is known as “Festival Season” and Abington is well 
represented throughout the area. In  January, nine vocal music students 
participated in the 2017 Pa. Music Educators Association (PMEA) District 11 
Choral Festival where six of them were selected to move on to the PMEA 
Region VI Festival in February. Also in January, four orchestra students 
represented ASHS in the 2017 PMEA District 11 Orchestra Festival. As Feb-
ruary opened, 20 band students participated in the 2017 Sr. High MONTCO 
Honors Band and three band students are representing Abington in the 
PMEA District 11 Band Festival.  While our festival students have been trav-
eling to and fro, here at home the All School Musical is in full swing with 
rehearsals and set building going on every day and weekends, too! The 
show, Once on This Island, will open on Thursday, March 2 for a four per-
formance run. Show times are Thursday, Friday and Saturday, March 2, 3 
and 4 at 7:00 PM as well as a Saturday Matinee at 2:00 PM. Tickets are 
$12.00/adult and $8.00/student or senior citizen. Tickets are available in the 
ASHS office or at the door. And speaking of musicals, the music department 
will be taking our annual trip to NYC on March 15 and this year’s show of 
choice is Miss Saigon.  In the band department, the Abington Indoor Guard 
started a winning season by taking top honors in their first two contests. 
Ghost Indoor Percussion will start their competitive season on February 11 
and the ASHS Jazz Band will take the stage at Upper Moreland High School 
for a swinging start to their season on February 24.  Finally, as course selec-
tion is about to begin, the music department would like to remind everyone 
that, in addition to Band, Orchestra and Chorus we have many other course 
offerings to choose from. Students may choose classes in Piano, Voice, 
Honors and AP Music Theory, Music Technology and Music Appreciation. 
Students should talk to Mr. DeTato, Mr. Myers or Mrs. Voigt prior to signing 
up for courses. 

 
SCIENCE (Palmer) 

 It’s been a great first semester in science. The Engineering Team 
is gearing up for the annual Sea Perch competition at Temple University and 
we are eagerly waiting for them to finalize the rules for this year's event.  
Science Olympiad is ready to go. We are preparing for all sorts of events, 
from the classic balsa wood bridge and airplane build, to robotic arms and 
video game design. The Science Olympiad event is less than a month away.  
The physics students and teachers are looking forward to the Physics Day 
field trip on April 21st to Six Flags Great Adventure. It is a great opportunity 
to learn about the physics of motion and energy while having a great time. 
Students need to complete permission forms by February 16th.  

 
SERVICE LEARNING (Rodgers) 

 Like trees in winter, our service-learning activities are mostly in-
side and undercover, waiting to explode in the sunny warm days of 
spring.  Students are volunteering in elementary school enrichment pro-
grams throughout the district, at the YMCA, MANNA, WHYY and in many 
service clubs in both the Senior and Junior high schools.  As soon as spring 
arrives, our students will help with elementary school field days, the 24 Hour 
Relay Challenge and environmental projects around the township.  Abington 
students continue to be a strong resource for people, events, and our amaz-
ing community partners in our township and beyond. 

   
  BUSINESS (Daubenspeck) 

 Our mock trial team recently competed in the Pennsylvania Mock 
Trial Competition for Region 9 Montgomery County.  In our first trial we de-
feated Mesivta of Greater Philadelphia and in our second trial we just barely 
lost to Jack M. Barrack.  Our team members were:  Victoria Belka, Keyaira 
Bennett, Melissa Denish, Jaylen Dotson, Alice Gao, Josh Harkins, Marissa 
Herzig, Daniel Joyce, Lillian Sall, Krisdanely Santiago, Brandon Schaffer, 
Margaret Wermeling.   Our Future Business Leaders team performed bril-
liantly at the Regional Level of Competition.  The following students have 
advanced to State Level Competition:  Adam Abirou (Gr. 11), Sebastian Arisi 
(Gr. 12), Tori Brandenburger (Gr. 11), Micah Cheng (Gr. 12), Cedric Fitzger-
ald (Gr. 11), Timothy Gallagher (Gr. 11), Jarred Hammer (Gr. 12), Josh 
Jaslow (Gr. 12), Kelly Jawork (Gr. 12), Myles Jones (Gr. 11), Alex Leather-
man (Gr. 12), Stephen Maransky (Gr. 11), Marcellus Martin (Gr. 11), Brian 
Massino (Gr. 12), Amin Mojarad (Gr. 11), Andrew Nolan (Gr. 12), Lillian Sall 
(Gr. 12), Dan Sandursky (Gr. 11), Malik Smith (Gr. 12), Casey Stevenson 
(Gr. 12), Griffin Timm (Gr. 12)   Our Networking and Computer Science will 
be competing in one of the most competitive hacking competitions this 
month, EasyCTF.  Check it out for yourself to see what all the fun is about.  

 
WORLD LANGUAGE (Kirchner) 

 The Abington Senior High World Language Department partici-
pated in a variety of activities in the past few months. Some of our senior 
Spanish students went to the Repertorio Theatre in New York to see the play, 
“En el Tiempo de las Mariposas”. We have other Spanish students traveling 
to New York in March to see the famous play, “Cronica de una Muerte Anun-
ciada”. Our advanced German students attended German class at the Uni-
versity of Pennsylvania to judge their understanding and ability to take a 
college level German course. In early February, our Spanish 3 students vis-
ited the Philadelphia Art Museum and had lunch at Tierra Colombiana as 
they immersed themselves in the language and culture they studied in class. 
In the months of February and March, advanced students in French, Ger-
man, Latin, and Spanish will be taking the National Language Exams. We 
wish them luck as they compete with high school students across the nation 
with their language skills.  

 
SOCIAL STUDIES  

 Social Studies teachers developed and implemented les-
sons for the observance of Veteran's Day, recognizing the role veterans 
played in many conflicts and the history of the day itself.  Social Studies 
teachers also developed and implemented lessons for the observance 
of Martin Luther King, Jr. Day, honoring King’s impact on the United 
States.  Teachers helped administer the Mock Election in November, 
with ASHS results compared to the actual election results.   Current 
events discussions (based both on the governmental and historical 
aspects of the election) occurred in classrooms during the lead-up to 
the November election, following the election, and are continuing as the 
new administration settles in.  Teachers of Grades 10 and 11 students 
also continue to assist students to move through the PA Culminating 
Project community service project.  Juniors will be presenting their ser-
vice projects in the 4th marking period. 
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